
SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER           
The Preston Beach Day Trip was action-packed, filled with
sunshine, sand and random surprises. The trip started at BP
Baldivis where six out of the eight cars registered for the trip
turned up. Unfortunately, there were last-minute cancellations
which clearly was their loss as they missed out on a
phenomenal day. We were meeting Paul & Dennise enroute to
our first stop...
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DAVID PECK

Find us on
Facebook

&
Instagram!

IF  YOU ARE NOT

ALREADY A MEMBER OF

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

WHY NOT FIND US AND

JOIN THE

CONVERSATION?

WE ARE ON INSTAGRAM

TOO

WE'D LOVE YOU TO HELP

SHARE OUR STORY!

@subaru4wdclubwa

CLUB MEMBER OF THE YEAR 2025 - 2026
ADRIAN LONGWOOD
 
LIFE MEMBERS:  

FRED OFFER
KEITH ANDERSON
JONEL HOUSEHOLDER
RAY STEWART
NINA JOHNSON
PETER ANDRUSZKIW
JIM WILCOX
TONY RICHARDS
KEITH WILCOX
DAVID PECK
ROB GRIFFITHS

2025/26 Committee
SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WA INC.
PRESIDENT:     Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
   president@subaru4wdclubwa.au
SECRETARY:   Sue Byrne     0409 889 297 
   secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.au
TREASURER:   Rob Griffiths 0411 249 933
   treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.au
EDITOR: Barb King (Gus King Assisting Ed)  
   editor@subaru4wdclubwa.au
SOCIAL ORGANISER: 
   Samantha Browning     0417 172 727
   social@subaru4wdclubwa.au
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR: 
   Neil Hird 0407 608 612
   trips@subaru4wdclubwa.au

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
   Daniel Bedo 0406636 859, Ross Mead 0417 920 848,            
   Tom Minto 0421 108 136, Roslyn Wang 0400 209 613 

Contact ‘all committee’: comm@subaru4wdclubwa.au

MERCHANDISE: 
  Adrian Longwood   0424 723 558
WEBMASTER: 
  Rob Griffiths  0411 249 933
  Jim Wilcox     0419 040 969
4WD ASSOC DELEGATES: 
  Adrian Longwood     0424 723 558 
  Keith Low                 0407 477 980
MEMBERSHIP  CO-ORDINATOR: 
  Ross Mead        0417 920 848
  membership@subaru4wdclubwa.au
PROPERTY OFFICER: 
  Tony Richards          0414 224 734
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER:  
  Joy Unno       0429 473 709
  environment@subaru4wdclubwa.au
SOCIAL MEDIA:  
  Vanessa Carn           0412 937 712
  socialmedia@subaru4wdclubwa.au
TEA & COFFEE
   Roslyn Wang
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Position Vacant: 'General Commitee Member' There was 1 vacant position which was not filled
at the November AGM. The General Committee role is pretty basic with no set tasks. There is 1
meeting a month on the 1st Tuesday, where we use Zoom, and discuss matters of the Club. If
you are interested in giving it a go, please reach out to myself or Sue and we can get you in as a
guest to try 1 meeting and see what it’s like. 
 
Reminder: What do you need to do as a Club Member? 
Requirements: 

Follow Club Constitution and Code of Conduct when on Club events, trips, meetings etc. You
can always find these on the website.
Be prepared for Trips. Check Gear for new members and the website for details. 
Be on time at Trip Meet Points, with a full tank of Fuel. 
Let the Trip Leader know if you are running late or need to withdraw from a trip. Save their
phone number in advance. 

Obligations: 
Attend Club Meetings as often as possible, so we can achieve a quorum at meetings, or send
your apologies along with leaving your vote with the chair or a specific member of your
choosing. 
Attend Trips & Socials as often as possible. The more you get involved the more fun you have
and more fellow members you have good memories to share with. 
Suggest places for trips and socials or even lead a trip yourself. 
Help Trip Leaders with things like the Trip Report, or Tail End Charlie. 

See you out there in your Subaru!

Adrian Longwood 
President
Subaru 4WD Club of Western Australia

President's ReportAdrian Longwood
JANUARY 2026
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2026 is here! I hope you're all having a wonderful festive season. It's time to get
busy with trip planning and getting all of you involved actively on Club Trips, as
well as knowledge sharing and a strong social culture at the Club Meetings. 

We will be running 'Info Sessions' every second meeting, with the other
alternating meetings being more social and trip presentations. 

January's info session will be 'What Button/Symbol is
that?' where we will go through the large array of
buttons on vehicles and what each of the icons that
pop up on the dash cluster mean. Some warning
symbols can be ignored and some require urgent
attention. 

Subaru Forester AWD Hybrid Sport

https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/images/uploaded/SUB3865.pdf
https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/images/uploaded/SUB4722.pdf
https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/images/uploaded/SUB4603.pdf
https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/


      TRIP PROMOS - January

Oceans 27 Breakfast
17 January

Imagine tucking into a yummy breakfast
with convivial friends while gazing out at a
spectacular, panoramic ocean view,
including the historic wreck of the SS
Alkimos. Green lawn spreads out in front of
you, leading to a children’s playground to
one side. Very relaxed oceanside vibe.
Join on the website.

Further explorations around
Northcliffe

24 - 26 January

Head down to Northcliffe Bush Camp for
the Australia Day Long Weekend to
check out some other sites around
Northcliffe.  These might include
Malimup Beach, Mt Chudalup,
Northcliffe Sculpture Trail and various
bush tracks. And of course the
wonderful karri forests.
Join on the website
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Christmas Gathering 2025 
29 November 2025   TRIP Report   Samatha Browning

The Subaru Club enjoyed a laid-back Christmas
catch-up at Perry Lakes Reserve in Floreat on 29
November. Members gathered under the
welcome shade of the trees for a casual picnic,
with everyone bringing their own lunch and a
few extra treats to share.
Parking proved a little hectic thanks to a nearby
basketball event, but once settled, the
atmosphere was calm and cheerful. The weather
was picture-perfect, and despite a gigantic
bouncy castle operating not far away, our group
enjoyed a surprisingly peaceful afternoon.
Good company, good food, and good spirits
made for a thoroughly enjoyable get-together.
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Christmas Gathering 2025 
29 November 2025   TRIP Report   Samatha Browning
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Christmas gathering at Perry Lakes



Preston Beach Day - continued
30 November 2025   Trip Report   Margaret Griffiths

Deflating tyres

It was a beautiful, warm sunny day, the last day of spring for 2025, with 35 degrees
expected. Nothing felt better than packing up our Subaru to take it for a drive in the
soft squishy sand and having Ross as our host to take us on this journey. 

The Subaru convoy began towards Whitehills Beach, all going well until a few other cars
on the freeway decided to join our convoy making it a bit of a nightmare looking out the
back to check where our Subi’s were. It also didn’t help that all the Subi’s except two
were white coloured! Which white Subi am I looking out for? Lucky John had a shovel
attached to his roof rack to it made my life a tad easier! Feel I need to raise an agenda
item at the next Subi AGM for members to buy coloured cars!

The convoy turns into the road that leads us to Whitehills Beach, and we are happy to
see another Subi joining us (Paul and Dennise) and I am thrilled, it is a blue car! Easy to
spot and we are no longer the only coloured car.

Once at Whitehills Beach, we all park neatly before proceeding to let down our car’s
tyre pressures to 12 psi. This is done in record time as we are all eager to get onto the
hot soft sand to roam freely on the beach with no one more excited than Ross, Neil and
Daniel who have their shiny new cars and yes, to my disappointment – they are all white
cars.

... continued on page 9 ...

Ross provided us with the safety briefing,
indemnity forms signed, radios handed out, and
order of proceedings agreed to whilst patiently
waiting for the last car to turn up or at least
make contact. It was agreed that waiting 45
minutes for the no-shows was generous
enough so our journey began. We noticed 2
shiny new/near new Foresters and a new
Outback in our convoy.? Well, well, well some
members were lucky enough to snap up some
nice new cars at the end of model 5 run out
sale. We all looked on with envy, but that would
be short lived because after today’s trip they all
will have been christened with loads of beach
sand, possibly a few dead fish and that brand
new car smell would be slowly fading away.
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Subaru Forester AWD Touringv. 1. The Forester Hybrid’s range of over 1000km is an indicative figure only, based on Australian Design Rule (ADR) testing conditions. Final certified range figures may differ by variant and
will be detailed upon final specification confirmation 2. Compatible Apple® or AndroidTM device required. 3. Not available on Subaru Forester AWD and Forester AWD Hybrid.

Subaru Strong
Hybrid Technology

Boxer Engine

Symmetrical AWD

Built for those who refuse to be confined, the all-new
Subaru Forester is smarter, safer and more capable
than ever. Born from a legacy of adventure the
Subaru Forester has always been the SUV that does
it all - confidence on every road, comfort for every
journey and capability when it counts. 

Take your adventures further with the choice of 
Subaru’s signature 2.5-litre petrol Boxer engine, or 
Subaru’s all-new next generation strong Hybrid 
e-Boxer system, combining the 2.5-litre petrol engine 
with a high-output electric motor to deliver over 
1000km1 of range per tank.

Now, it's evolved again. With a bold new design, 
enhanced X-Mode and advanced safety technology, 
featuring the latest-generation EyeSight® Driver 

Assist system and a 360 Degree View Monitor - the all-
new Subaru Forester enhances visibility and awareness
to give you greater confidence wherever the road
leads. Inside, enjoy the convenience of an intuitive
11.6" touchscreen, wireless smartphone connectivity2
and a hands-free tailgate3 designed for life on the
move.

Get ready to own the road and conquer the wild in 

the all-new Subaru Forester. For a world discovered. 

Contact a Subaru dealer to book a test
drive now.

Own the road. Conquer the wild.

B O O K  A  T E S T  D R I V E  N O W
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Preston Beach Day - continued
30 November 2025   Trip Report   Margaret Griffiths

By about 11am, after deflating our tyres and a short information session from Ross on
sand driving techniques, the convoy makes its way down to the beach. Soft green
bushes brushed the sides of the cars whilst we drove leaving bush scents trail behind
us. We reach the beach with everyone having the same idea – brilliant day for a beach
drive in the soft sand, sun shining, gentle breeze, barely a ripple on the water. We
follow our trip leader for a lovely time in the sun, driving on soft sand, avoiding the
sunbakers, fishermen, and picnickers. After a half hour of getting a feel for driving on
the beach, we find a patch of clean sand next to pristine, clear beach water, and with
great ocean views to park and eat our morning tea. No-one drew more envious stares
than John’s apple Danish pastry, probably voted best morning tea treat for the morning.
I also admired the fact that Dennise brought along proper China cups to drink her warm
beverage out of, such a good idea – a little bit of luxury at the beach. I made a mental
note to do that next time.

The pooches that came along for the
journey, Archer, Cooper and puppy Coco,
enjoyed running around on the beach,
some a little too much… rolling around in
the sand having a grand ole time. The rest
of us waded in the water, built sand
castles, re-fueled on coffee and snacks
just in time to get ready to continue our
sandy journey – but not before two car
loads of “P” platers driving large 4wds all
over the shop on the sand wondered why
their cars were sinking lower and lower
into the ground.

We could all see the problem (tyre pressures appeared to be too high). Ross
approached them to offer assistance and some sage advice, but was politely declined.
Even though they did listen to what Ross had to say, it took them a while before they
managed to get themselves out of a sandy pickle. With morning tea finished, kids and
dogs suitably wet and sandy, we packed up our stuff and continued our sandy journey
with the aim of finding a great lunch spot.

As we travel in search of securing the best lunch spot of the day, one of our own
succumb to ‘the bog’, yes, our first Subi bog for the day. Team work got the bogged car
back on track in no time at all. Speculations went rife that bog was caused by the
chunky tyres - feel there was some chunky tyre shaming going on here? But on further
analysis it was decided that the bog was caused by the lack of speed on this occasion,
so it wasn’t the chunky tyres after all. 
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Preston Beach Day - continued
30 November 2025   Trip Report   Margaret Griffiths

En-route to our lunch spot, we meet fellow trip leader Adrian and stop for a short chat.
We all eye off his 4WD class and view the last car in his group with surprise. We all
ponder and stare, no one dare make any comment until lunch time. The questions
included - “why was that VW people mover partaking in Adrian’s 4WD class”, “how did it
get on the beach??” “Will they be able to drive off the beach”, “it certainly isn’t your
normal idea of an adventure mobile”. These questions and more about what looked like
a delivery van. All these questions provided lively conversation fodder for jovial lunch
time conversation.

We bid Adrian farewell, continue our journey when we encounter an obstacle…… oh
dear, there will be strategic planning involved with this obstacle. There is a tide, not
much beach, not many options available. Our fearless trip leader gets out of the car,
does a walk around, then a drive around. We are wondering “do we have to reverse all
the way back in the sand?” Ross does a test run; Plan A is going to work! We all follow
the careful instructions, scary but exciting experience, but hang on……. oh no, our
second Subi bog for the day. It is a concerning moment when the bog plagues one of
our own, but with a few helpful suggestions and some tricky manoeuvres we are on our
way. Lunch at Present Beach car park, here we come.

Lucky enough to get a shady gazebo, one for Neil who was very popular with his fan
base (kids and dogs) and the other gazebo for the leftover crowd. We were lucky to
have some shade to keep the sunburn at bay to refuel, recharge and prepare for the
next part of the adventure. We bid Neil, Emelyn and the girls farewell as they were
heading home whilst the rest of us continued on our way to Myalup Beach.

The sea breeze has picked up considerably as we head south. There are slightly less
people on the beach, so more of the beach is available for us to enjoy. (without being
irresponsible!!) We drive freely over the sand, cars bouncing up and down, fish tailing
and getting slightly bogged again, there is never a dull moment. 
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Preston Beach Day - continued
30 November 2025   Trip Report   Margaret Griffiths

Suddenly, we come across a Landcruiser bogged in the sand. I have never seen such a
large car half buried in sand. The more they tried to drive out of their predicament, their
wheels would spin which caused the heavy vehicle to just kept sinking even lower. I
personally thought they would need a very large crane to be brought in the get them
out of the very large hole!

We all stop, get out of our cars, following our trip leader who offers assistance. Unlike
our previous offer of assistance, this time Macho Bravado doesn’t get in the way as
they are not going anywhere and they don’t even have a decent size shovel????? (Need
to introduce them to Adrian so that they can get some good supplies). They appear hot
and tired and super embarrassed that their large 4WD is at the bottom of a sandy hole.
Our trip leader Ross devises a plan, shovels are rapidly shifting sand, recovery boards
are flying out of the Subi’s – the sand is hot, the sun is scorching, but the Subi crew
work tirelessly rendering assistance to the Landcruiser crew. Careful instructions are
provided by our trip leader to the very embarrassed Landcruiser owner who carefully
listens to the instructions provided by Ross. 

After digging the sand out from under the bogged vehicle and from around its wheels,
we place the recovery tracks under each wheel. Once all is ready, everyone gives a
hand to push whilst the vehicle driver tries to drive out of the bog. With everyone
pushing and yelling encouragement “go, go, go” “don’t stop”, finally the Landcruiser is
out of the giant hole and onto firmer sand near the water. The Landcruiser driver and
his wife and family are tired and relieved that the ordeal is over

The Landcruiser driver thanks
everyone for their help and
happily acknowledges our
response that he may be able
to return the favour one day.
The Subi crew are humble as
they pack away their gear and
get into their cars – I then go –
“damn! I wish I recorded this on
my phone”! I’m sure this will be
a good future conversation
topic for both groups and, as is
the way with all good stories,
will expand in the telling. 

Our journey continues in the hot sun with the soft sand challenging our driving ability.
The more adventurous bounced around the middle of the soft sand, the tired ones
drove on the firmer sand nearer the water’s edge.
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Preston Beach Day - continued
30 November 2025   Trip Report   Margaret Griffiths

We enjoyed a good long drive whilst
admiring the clear blue waters,
Cormorants on the edge of the beach,
but sadly no whales or dolphins today,
maybe next time.

Our time comes to and end at Myalup
Beach, where we get out, pump up
the tyres, say our good byes and all
agree to meet for another adventure
real soon. The day ended too soon.

Thank you Ross for an amazing trip
day. It can never be classed as boring
but an action-packed day out – a
great day was had by all! And I will
always remember the day as “Three
bogs and three dogs!”
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Upcoming Trip March 2026

Albany Lights Spectacular
20th March - 23rd March

As part of its bi-centenary celebrations, the City of Albany is planning to have the world’s
largest light show installed around King George Sound. Details are available at: World’s biggest
light installation to illuminate landscapes of Albany, WA and at Lighting the Sound.
This should be a “once-in-a-lifetime” opportunity to see such a spectacular event. So, let’s not
miss it. Check the website for details. Plan to be there!

Lighting the Sound will be twice the size of a similar installation in Ireland. (Supplied: Christopher Lund)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-13/biggest-light-installation-ever-on-earth-planned-for-albany/105866412
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-13/biggest-light-installation-ever-on-earth-planned-for-albany/105866412
https://www.albany2026.com.au/events/lighting-the-sound
https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/trip/list/3/2026
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FEBRUARY 2026

TOURING TASMANIA
07 FEB-31 MARCH

ONLY 3 SPACES LEFT!

EXTENDED TRIP

The Club is running trips for members in accordance with the latest
advice issued by the WA State Government COVID-19 Guidelines.

UHF radios are required for all club trips. 
They can be hired from the club by indicating on the

website when you put your name down for a trip 
or by contacting trips co-ordinator Adrian on 

0424 723 558 or email trips@subaru4wdclubwa.au

Trips & Socials
Please refer to the club website for all 
dates & details 

Day Trip

https://www.subaru4wdclubwa.au/

DISCLAIMER
The material presented and the views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those held by the

Subaru 4WD Club of Western Australia Inc. Although we make every effort to keep information in the
newsletter accurate and non-offensive, we do not guarantee this. If you make use of the information on

this site it is at your own risk. We are not  liable for any incidental, special or consequential damages
arising in relation to use of the material in this newsletter.

Please remember to support our Sponsors

 SUBARU AUSTRALIA  -   SUBARU OSBORNE PARK 

PREMIUM SUV OFF ROAD TRAINING  -  GREENSTONE

FEB - MARCH 2026

LABOUR DAY LWE
SAT 28 FEB - MON 02 MARCH TBC

JANUARY 2026

SATURDAY 17 JANUARY

OCEANS 27 BREAKFAST
 

AUSTRALIA DAY LWE
24-26 JANUARY    

FURTHER EXPLORATIONS
AROUND NORTHCLIFFE

MARCH 2026

SAT 20-23 MARCH

ALBANY LIGHTS
SPECTACULAR
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Writing a Trip Report
The Editor

On each trip the leader will ask one or more of the members to write a report.
If you can't write the report assigned to you, please let the trip leader know.
Otherwise, send your trip report(s) in to the trip leader to review and collate 
as soon after the trip as you can. 

Trip leaders please include photos with collated reports if you can. Send photos as
separate files, or send a link to your cloud image storage (eg Dropbox) to share them. Do
not embed them in the trip report document(s) as the image quality is reduced if you do.

Things to include with your report(s):

Your name
The trip name
The date and day of the trip
Photos - Please name & date all images -
If I wasn’t there, I need your help to match
the images to your report

Thank you all for your help 
to capture and share our story!

CLUB COMMUNICATIONS POLICY
For the purpose of Member protection, child protection,

 confidentiality and copyright breaches

When writing a trip report or other article for the Club Magazine, please comply with Australian and
State/Territory Government Copyright and Social Media guidelines.

These include: 
Avoid including names and personal details of minors (unless parent/guardian gives permission)
Ask permission from everyone involved to publish photos, addresses, or phone numbers in the
magazine
Comply with copyright laws by citing the source of material (images, text, recipes, etc.) that is not
yours
Avoid any messages that are discriminatory, defamatory, harassing, bullying, anti-social,
inappropriate, abusive, racist, threatening or illegal.
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Royal blue and
white (“Podium
Bold”) 100%
polyester polo
shirts (with
pocket) are
available at a
subsidised cost
of $15. 

Navy blue
beanies –

$12

Club stickers
$3 

The supplier of all Club
clothing items is Hip
Pocket Workwear &
Safety, Balcatta. 

Flat pack
neoprene
can coolers
– $5 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC. 

CLUB MERCHANDISE – buy items at meetings 

Royal blue & white
(“Contrast”)
polyester/cotton
polo shirts (with
pocket) are
available at a
subsidised cost of
$15 

 Bisley khaki 100% cotton long sleeve shirts
(Mens and Women’s sizes) are available at a
subsidised cost of $40  with logo (but no name)
and $45 with logo and name. 

If you buy a shirt from Club stock with no name,
you can have your name added later by taking
the shirt to Hip Pocket in Balcatta and having it
embroidered (on the spot if 
you ring first) at a cost of $9. 

JBsWear Full Zip
Polar Jackets 
(in Mens and

Women’s sizes) 
with logo (to be

added) are
available for $36.

 Details: 100%
polyester for

durability; 290gsm
low pill polar fleece;

2 front pockets;
and adjustable

elastic hem with
toggles.

Embroidered Badges
$5

Cap – royal
blue and

white.  Logo
to be

added. $15 

Broad
Brimmed

Khaki Hat
$20

www.hippocketworkwear.com.au 
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