
A very brief summary of my thoughts on the first decent length trip I have
taken with the club, Scout around Albany January 2023.

I enjoyed the relaxing drive to Albany at a much slower pace than I am used
to. My fuel economy was the best I have ever had; about 6.5 l/100km!

The Gilcreek Scout camp campsite was very nice and shady in the Albany
‘heat.' It was great to have the place to ourselves.

This trip was the first time for me driving on sand tracks and the beach. It
was great to see what the Forester can and can’t do. I learnt the
advantages and disadvantages of X-Mode and found out the deflator I had
was no good with the pressure sensing valves. Thanks to the group for their
assistance with deflating (Jo with pressure gauge) and re-inflating (Stu,
Tom and David). 

See inside for more details

Notes from a Noob
Norman Aitken
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President's Report
David Peck

I had offered to run a trip in the Wandoo National Park for Track Care last year and as it turned
out I combined this with the Subaru club Wandoo night drive. We had 11 Track Care cars and 9
Subarus and received positive feedback from a number of Track Care members. They enjoyed
the social aspect of it and were impressed with how the Subarus, and their drivers, went.
Their Wandoo project coordinator said to me how different it looks at night. He is planning
some clean-ups later in the year with the possibility of camping being approved by DBCA. I told
him that the Subaru club would be interested in assisting.

Track Care WA have invited Subaru 4WD Club members to join them on a working project to
help develop the Winnemia campground on Jimba Jimba station. This will be from 10 April and
concluding with the solar eclipse on April 20. Though you are welcome to attend only part of
the project, but preferably not just the solar eclipse!

This is close to where Mardathuna Road crosses the Gascoyne River and is off the Carnarvon
to Mullewa Road, and about 35km west of Gascoyne Junction. The planned work for this stage
of the project is to build two toilets and two showers at the main campground. Some pre work
will be done by station hands and no building experience is necessary

See you out there!

David

Please remember to support our Sponsors
 SUBARU AUSTRALIA

 SUBARU WANGARA

 SUBARU OSBORNE PARK

 RICHARD'S TYREPOWER

 PREMIUM SUV OFF ROAD TRAINING

 GREENSTONE

DISCLAIMER
The material presented and the views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those held by the

Subaru 4WD Club of Western Australia Inc. Although we make every effort to keep information in the
newsletter accurate and non-offensive, we do not guarantee this. If you make use of the information on

this site it is at your own risk. We are not  liable for any incidental, special or consequential damages
arising in relation to use of the material in this newsletter.
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Don’t forget the March meeting will be at Drifta
Stockton at their new Canning Vale store at 6.00
pm. We won’t be having the usual (new) meeting
format, instead the store will be opened
especially for us, and they will have some info on
some of the gear they stock as well as some club
discounts.



Cover Story
Notes from a Noob
I enjoyed the visit to the sculpture park on day two of the trip; I didn’t even know it existed!
Darrel Radcliffe’s craftmanship, artistry and imagination are magnificent. I thoroughly
recommend it and will be passing the details to anyone I know heading to Albany.

I had been to the Anzac Memorial and the Convoy Lookout many times before but didn’t
know about the Princess Royal Fortress Cannons until Stu told me about them. It was worth
the extra exploring.

I enjoyed a pleasant drive out to and onto Cheyne's Beach on day three. The sand was
firm, so no deflation needed 😊 The local fish and chips were very good, but a tip from me,
order small and simple and your order may come out a lot quicker; mine did.

Wychinicup carpark was too crowded for my liking, so I headed off after a quick lap looking
for parking spots while the rest of the group settled in to explore.

I elected to leave the cool comforts of Gilcreek and head home a day early. A much faster
journey home but with a commensurate decrease in fuel economy. The normal workday
traffic and the extra roadworks on the Albany Highway slowed things down a bit. It may
have also been more stressful to me if I was travelling in convoy.

The beauty of extended trips is that they allow time for everyone to explore and
enjoy the experience in their own way if they prefer.

You can find out more about the Scout around Albany trip
from page 13



Fish & Chips by the Beach
Sunday 12 February 2023
Jo Norton

It was a very quiet year at the beach this year. I was there before anyone else so enjoyed
some of my book. The weather was perfect to sit down at City Beach for a chat and to
watch the sunset.
 
Ray and Glenda brought an amazing looking picnic dinner. Tom stopped in at Wembley for
what looked to be far superior fish and chips, while Gus & Barb and I bought our dinner
from the kiosk.

The conversation didn’t stop, with some laughter and great stories shared.

Hopefully we see more people join us for future events. 
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Forest Night Drive
Saturday 18 February 2023
Hailey Rosethorne

9 Subaru club cars and 11 Track Care cars met at Sawyers Valley Puma fuel station and
gathered to listen to Trip Leader Dave outline the plan to show us through Wandoo
National Forest. 
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After a short drive we stopped at the reeds
around Manyuering Springs where Dave told
us about how the settlers wore top hats, and
the women wore big hoop dresses, and then
he showed us the last remaining stone wall
that was a part of a camp that the convicts
built some time ago (1850s). 

We then drove up the hill and stopped for dinner at Mount Observation that had a
wonderful view that some people took photos of and around 7.15 pm we packed up and
continued our journey. 

(Story continues over page)



We continued in the dark and some
people had trouble going over a part of
the track that was a bit dicey, and we
enjoyed hearing some of Ross’s stories
about Wandoo that were very
interesting.

As we drove on some people decided
to head home while the rest of us
continued on the track on Catchment
Road where we stopped at Deefor
Wetlands to listen to the Track Care
guys.  They talked about how they look
after the tracks and have signs up to
stop people driving in the wetlands. 

We continued driving and then we got
to the end of our trip, when everyone
said farewell and thank you to Dave for
organizing.

Thanks to Jo for capturing these great images 
while sharing the ride with Dave



Playing on a Ledge
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Day Trip- Sunday 5 February 2023
Virudhagiri M @ Giri

(Story continues over page)

A group of eight adventurers in six cars gathered at the 'crack of dawn' at Drover's market for an off-
road trip to Ledge Point. Adrian, our intrepid trip leader, gave us a briefing about the trip, including
weather, route, and of course, safety tips. Some of us grabbed some delicious snacks from Drover's
bakery. We departed at 8 am but had to take a brief detour due to bush fire warnings in Indian Ocean
Drive.

Once we arrived at the Ledge Point beach parking around 9.30 am, we took some time to drop our
tyre pressure to 12-14 psi before cruising a few kilometres on the beach to find a prime spot. We
parked our cars, and some of us hit the waves while other set up camp, and a few of us went for a
relaxing stroll along the shore.

After having a great time on the beach and finishing our lunch, we geared up to tackle the dunes.
Unfortunately, our plans were briefly derailed when two UTE vehicles got stuck in the sand on our way
to the dunes. But fear not, Adrian, our hero of the day, came to their rescue with his experience and
trusty recovery kits and it turned out that those cars had come to recover another car that got bogged
in the dunes.

Once the vehicles were recovered, we continued on to dunes, encountering some tricky spots along
the way, but never losing our sense of adventure and we found a good spot to have some free driving
in the dunes.

Dune driving - Image Peter McGregor 



Unfortunately, another UTE got bogged in deep sand, but with the help of Adrian and his recovery kits,
the UTE was safely recovered.

As if the day wasn't already filled with excitement, Adrian took the time to give us a breakdown of the
recovery process, complete with tips and tricks on how to handle sand conditions. 

Another club member's Forester also suffered damage to the plastic sump guard, which emphasized the
significance of having a metal sump guard for off-road driving.

After a great day of driving on the beach, dunes, and learning valuable recovery lessons, we happily
returned to the parking area, pumped up our tyres, and headed back to Perth with smiles on our faces. 

Overall, it was a day filled with sun, sand, and some serious off-roading. We look forward to the next trip and
hope to see more members join in on the fun. 

Who knows what excitement awaits us on the next off-road expedition!

Compare the pair - Subaru Metallic Blue or Ocean Blue

We all learned a lot, and some of us even got to put that
knowledge to the test when one of the club member’s cars
got stuck in a sand hole, but Adrian and other club members
helped to recover his vehicle. 







Scout around Albany

THE SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WA NEWSLETTER PAGE 13

Day One - Thursday 26 January 2023
Tom Minto
Six vehicles arrived at the Kelmscott assembly point. Everyone was in excellent time, so we set off
around 30 minutes ahead of schedule. The group comprised two Outbacks and four Foresters with our
president flying the turbo-diesel flag.

The Moore family were making their way separately as more flexibility to the ebb and flow of young
children’s needs was necessary.

First stop was Williams. The Williams Woolshed car park was very full, so we variously tried cafe and
roadhouse alternatives.

The Moore family were in the local playground, so we joined them after our refreshments. They
continued their independent travel afterwards. Our group of six vehicles continued with those towing
occupying the front positions because of speed restrictions.

We arrived at the Gilcreek Scout Camp about 3.30. The Caretaker briefed us on the campsites and
use of the canoeing facilities. Most of the group set up close to the central facilities but there were
also very attractive and secluded bush campsites available which I particularly enjoyed. As we were
relatively close to Albany town, there was even non-Telstra phone reception.

A spacious undercover roofed area was put to good use with pre and post dinner drinks and
discussion.

A rather large numbat at Williams

Settling in at Gilcreek Scout camp

Bush camp baby





Scout around Albany
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Day Two - Friday 27 January 2023
Stu Rosethorne

After starting the day with a good breakfast some of us decided to go for a paddle along the
river. David and Rhys headed off first together followed by the Moore tribe then myself 
and the President (Dave) after taking a long time to inflate my banana kayak.

After leaving the Scout jetty I soon realised my kayak needed more air, hence the banana tag.

Bananaman

Once everyone returned to land, we decided to head through beautiful Albany to the
ANZAC memorial and/or museum for lunch and exploring the surrounds.

After watching a couple taking pictures of their dog for multimedia Jo, Chip and I gave it a
go. Chip needs more training.

Jo, Chip, Norm and I went to check out the Squid Shack at Emu point. The rest of the crew
visited a few other tourist attractions around Albany.

Skink at the Anzac Centre



10% off
your next service*

License Number DL17103. 

At Subaru Osborne Park we are here to help and we pride ourselves
on putting you our customer, first. 

435 Scarborough Beach Rd, Osborne Park WA 6017 | Call us today on08 9273 2777

Subaru 
Osborne Park

Subaru 4WD Club of WA Member’s offers

free
window tint*
with any new purchase

*This ad must be presented at the time of service booking to receive the 10% discount & free window tint offer. Free window tint only available with new purchases.
Offers only valid until 31st December 2023. May not be used in conjuntion with any other discounts or offers.

exclusive
to
Subaru

Osborne Park



Scout around Albany
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Day Three - Saturday 28 January 2023
David & Rhys Sarolea
Overnight a number of avid campers heard a small animal moving around the tents, trailers and vans.
No one saw the rustling resident – although it was agreed that it was not a kangaroo. It was not big
enough to alert the doggo senses of Chip.

A need for a last-minute change to the days plans meant Jo, Dave Peck and Tom shared their
experiences and mapped out the day. Jo took the lead - Chip was escorted around and did not enter
the National Parks. Jo had organized to meet us on the road while we looked at a number of bays and
beaches. Rhys rode shotgun with Stu, to experience the Outback and share the music of old song
remixes.

The ideal location of Gilcreek Scout camp allowed a timely access to South Coast Highway. 
The Subarus not quite a rainbow – white, blue ducos and grey reflecting colours.

Through Kalgan and Manypeak we headed into Two Peoples Bay nature reserve. The open
intersection into Two Peoples Bay from South Coast Highway played mind games. It was assumed to
be a dual carriage way and the island ending was a merging lane. We were encouraged by the
Landcruiser to continue in convoy - So as sheep we all followed Jo. 

We also thought the ticket machine was not working as it was not printing out tickets – All tried their
different cards, but later found the admission fees were displayed on their credit card statements.
Fortunately, most of the vehicles displayed the annual park passes.

Little Beach looked like a postcard, a few other families swimming and enjoying the sun on the sand.

Two Peoples Bay (Story continues over page)



The group walked over smooth rocky out crops. The water was calm with sea kayakers bobbing on the
slight ocean swell. You could see how the clear waters and 'painting like' blues and greens feature in
many award-winning photographs. We took snaps of the fish swimming in the shallow pool of the
rocks. It was a moment which was banked in my memory, closing my eyes feeling the warm sun and
breathing clean air. An opportunistic morning tea was nibbled, and long drop visited. We had a drive by
the shaded tuart tree picnic areas and exited through the loop road.

The reserve is home to several endangered animals. The Gilbert’s potoroo, a small native marsupial, is
critically endangered. This and the endangered noisy scrub-bird were actually thought to be extinct. A
population of noisy scrub birds were found here in the 1960's and a small colony of Gilbert's potoroo
was rediscovered here in 1994. Unfortunately, we did not manage to hear or see any Potoroo’s. 

Back in the car, we called Jo on UHF channel 16 and all pulled up behind her car 'Oscar' - to head off to
the next spot.

On route to the next location, it was necessary to look at Norman's Beach so Norm could take a photo
with a beach with the same name. All vehicles nudged into the circular end of the road double parking.
Obligatory photo of Norm with name’s sake signage taken, we then trekked the 400 meters towards
the water’s edge. The contrast of the brown inlet water colour with the white sand and turquoise
ocean was idyllic. Which was opposite to tower like wooden stairway down to the beach- only viewed
from the top.

Norm at 
Norman's Beach

The river to Norman's Beach

Car convoy at Norman's Beach (Story continues over page)



Back in my car we have nicknamed 'Mean Eyes' we were looking forward to swimming at Cheyne’s
Beach. Tried a few locations to access the beach – eventually finding it down Kybra Road. The access
track was well rutted, so the vehicles floated across the sand without deflation. We pulled up adjacent
to a well decked out Subaru with travelers who seemed welcomingly surprised by the company. Wing-
like tail gates positioned, we swam and relaxed on the beach – and were shortly joined by the playful
kids of the Moore Family.

Continuing to be interesting was the sound of the sand – caused by the fine, rounded grains of quartz
sand compressing under foot, creating a high-pitched squeak. The shallow water was cool and
refreshing. The waves caused shadows in the sand in the clear water. The towels and rashies dried on
the rooftop basket while we had lunch from the in-car fridge. 

Car convoy at Cheyne's Beach
Seeking refuge from the sun and keeping Chip out

of eye shot from other excitable canines not on
leads on the beach we sat between the cars.
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(Story continues over page)



Feeling fully recharged, Jo kindly offered ice cream to the group using the discount
provided by ScoutsWA with the campsite Booking. For me, not having purchased a single
ice cream in a few years, I was amazed by the new names available including Splice pine
lime, Golden Gaytime and Weis Mango to name a few. These were wrapped in words like
Decadence and 'Dazzles the senses beyond all reason.'

Question: Since when was a cup of ice cream called a Dixie Cup - What have I missed?

Chip didn’t care, he obviously thought it tasted great.

Icecream time

Jo and Norm decided to return to Gilcreek campsite, Tom, Dave, Stu, Rhys and I took the
corrugated track to Waychinicup National Park. Waychinicup is unique in many ways, with
a small, protected inlet attached to the raging ocean, and flowing through to a river at
Cheyne’s Beach. Walking down the track we looked out to the direction of the opening then
walked up the inlet and could see rocks built up on the opposite side.

It was a Sealers’ Oven, the oven is a relic from pre-European settlement in Western
Australia, constructed by seal traders visiting the south coast around 1800. The safe
anchorage and abundant fresh water supply at Waychinicup Inlet became known to sealers
operating along the coast. Sealers’ Oven was erected for the sealers who occasionally
anchored in the inlet.

After driving through Many Peaks again, we all refuelled in Albany then Rhys and I had
another swim at Middleton Beach.

Norm headed into Albany to check out a few things before returning to the campsite via
the Strawberry Farm, where a lot of the group were still enjoying the refreshments.

Rhys and I returned to camp to cook spinach and mushroom risotto and enjoy the review
and banter of the day while resting in our reliable camp chairs.

Surreal times of radio banter, laughter and stories of shared adventures.



Scenes from Day Three
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Norman's Beach Waychinicup





Scout around Albany
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Day Four - Sunday 29 January 2023
Julia Moore
Despite originally scheduled for Saturday’s activities, Sunday saw the Moore family leading a day trip
across Albany. Whilst most people normally head straight to the Albany Wind Farm viewing platform,
there is actually a trail that winds between the wind turbines themselves, allowing you to get up and
close to the operating units.

We started our morning following this trail, stopping to check out a few wind turbines along the way,
despite the fact that several of them were blocked off for whatever reason. Strangely enough, no
one seemed to suffer from the supposed side effects from wind turbines despite being up and close to
them.

Carrying along this trail leads on to a mix of fire breaks and other access paths which hug the
Bibbulmun track and the rifle range, finishing with a somewhat hairy decent into Mutton Bird Road.
Having traversed these tracks without so much of a drama, it was time to get onto the sand.

Wind Turbine

(Story continues over page)

A quick toilet stop at possibly the foulest
drop toilets I have come across, then

after an air down of tires it was time to
head onto Mutton Bird Beach – despite
the 'heavies' having done their best to

chew up the beach.

Mutton Bird Beach view



Driving past gawking onlookers, we made our way to the early lunch spot at Torbay Inlet, which
is actually managed by the Water Corporation and manually opened from time to time throughout
the year. The kids had a great play in the shallow waters of Torbay Inlet whilst others took the
opportunity to walk, rest or simply talk.

Cars lined up on Torbay Inlet

Torbay Inlet

Lunchtime at Torbay Inlet

The original plan was to continue on via the Torbay campsite and onto West Cape Howe National
Park, however a tricky looking exit from Torbay Beach and radio reports of a bush fire in Torbay
had the group change their plans.

Heading off the beach with Stu on tail

(Story continues over page)



Instead of proceeding up through Torbay, we doubled back up Mutton Bird Beach, aired up our
tyres, and made our way to Handasydes Strawberry Farm for an icecream. Yum Yum.

Yummy dinner in the Moore family

Just chilling at camp

Gilcreek Campsite
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Scout around Albany
Day Five & Six - Monday 30 & Tuesday 31 January 2023
Jo Norton, Tom Minto & Dave Peck
And then there were three. We bid farewell to the Moore family, Stu and Norm this morning, as we all
headed out to do our own thing. The morning started with the girls having breakfast in bed in my
camper to keep them out of mum and dad's hair while packing up. Chip thought he might steal
Minnabelle’s car seat and go home with them much to the giggling delight of the kids.
 
Chip and I headed to Emu Point so he could have a swim at the dog beach, and we could go for a
walk. While there we watched Dave head out in his kayak for a paddle around the bay. After taking in
the beautiful view, we headed to the strawberry farm to grab a big tray of strawberries to take home.
Then we headed back to camp to potter around and relax before starting to pack the van ready for our
departure the next day. An old scouting friend of mine that lives down that way dropped by in the
afternoon for a beer with us.

Breakfast in bed

Chip in the car seat

Enjoying the view at Emu Point

This club trip was an extremely enjoyable
one. Participants stayed between three,
four or five days. The evening gatherings
for drinks and nibbles were starting to
resemble classic 'who dunnit' murder
stories as the numbers progressively
dropped. 

Happily, none of the group emerged as a
crazed killer.

(Story continues over page)



The Moore family departed on the morning of the final day which then left Jo, David P and
me.

Each of us did our own thing for the morning. I took the chance for a swim at Middleton
Beach inside the shark enclosure. I can report this was 100% successful as I was not taken
by a shark. A friend who lived and worked in Albany for a number of years had told me that
very occasionally sharks did present themselves on the inside of the enclosure. Happily, all
large organisms within the net were air breathing mammals when I was there.

A visit to Emu Point followed. This was a beautiful setting which I had never seen before.
There was some kind of memorial service happening with forty or so people gathered for a
service. Various wreaths were then placed into the sea to float away.

Then it was back to camp for rest, reading and general discussions.

Tom Minto

A few more people headed off home today and after they left Jo, Tom and I headed off to
do our own thing. I went to Emu Point for a paddle and though it was a nice day it was a bit
windy, so I didn’t venture out too far from shore.

On the way back to camp I did a bit of shopping so I could do a few little modifications that
I wanted to on my new (to me) camper trailer. So, the afternoon was spent fiddling and
packing away the awning that I had put up.

On the last day home there was only Jo, Tom and I left, and we were all up early. We
cleaned the camp's showers and bathrooms, which was fair considering what we paid for
each night's camping, before heading off under overcast skies. We were on the road just
after 8 am, which is what we were planning. There was a brief shower as we left Albany on
a nice new interchange to get onto Albany Highway.

We had debated which way to go home as we had heard of delays due to road works on
Albany Highway, but looking at the Main Roads website it appeared there were even more
roadworks on the alternate route which was also longer.

We stopped at the Black Cockatoo Cafe in Kojonup for morning tea and Jo refuelled her
car.  We managed to get a green light at the roadworks just to the north of Kojonup and the
traffic was ok. 

We decided for an early lunch stop at the Williams Woolshed. Back on the road we came
across more roadworks and we had a 20-minute wait until we got a green light and the
traffic once we got going was banked up and a lot more noticeable than before.

More roadworks near Bannister but we got through them fairly easily, then it was a straight
run to Armadale. I left the others there as I was continuing north and managed to make it
home about 3 pm.

Dave Peck
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Baked mushrooms with Hall Suzette cheese

Custom Ciders

Seven Sins Sumptuous Social Lunch
Sunday 2 April

Come along for a Club get-together and a delicious gastronomic adventure at
the Seven Sins Perth Hills restaurant. Located in the Brackenridge Village,

Roleystone quaint historical wooden buildings (dated back to 1921) and perched
on a gigantic granite outcrop with spectacular Hills views, this is a unique dining

experience.

The Seven Sins eatery is very popular for good reason with an amazing location, friendly, very
attentive staff, excellent chefs and well-presented, good-sized, inventive meals.

There are options for gluten-free and vegetarian meals. 

The bar also does
door-sales for the

Roleystone
Brewing Co

including their
custom Ciders

available in
Growler (1.89L) or

Squealer (945
mL) flagons.

Lunch booking is same day as Karrakin clean-up morning 
&

It is only an 8 minute drive to Seven Sins from Kaarakin.
 

Bookings close on Monday 27 March.
 

If you are unable to come on the day let me know as soon as possible as a booking fee of $20 pp is
charged if the booking is cancelled 24 hours prior to the date. Any questions contact Joy.



The Club is running trips for members
 in accordance with the latest advice issued by the 

WA State Government COVID-19 Guidelines.

New members are advised that UHF radio’s 
are required for all club trips. 

They can be hired from the club by indicating on the
website when you put your name down for a trip or by
contacting trips co-ordinator Adrian on 0424 723 558

or email trips@subaru4wdclubwa.au
 

Trips & Socials
Please refer to the club website for all 
dates  & details 
www.subaru4wdclubwa.au

Day Trip

APRIL 2023

Seven Sins Social Lunch
2 April
Joy Unno

Kaarakin Clean-up
2 April
Joy Unno

Let's Have a Peak at Charles
7 to 10 April
Ross Mead

Quobba Astronomy Adventures
Joy Unno
16 to 23 April

WA4WDA Gathering
 @ Whiteman Park
28 to 30 April

Cheeky Cheela Escape
Jo Norton
29 April to 7 May
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JULY 2023

Fiddle & Nibbles
Jim Wilcox

9 July
 

Straight to the Peninsula
23 July to 12 August

Jo Norton

MARCH 2023

Porongurup Wander Walk & Wine
4 to 6 March
Greg & Vanessa Carn

Brekky Time @ Zephyr Cafe
18 March
Jo Norton

DAY TRIP TO DWELLINGUP
26 March
Ross Mead

mailto:secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au


WA4WDA Clubs

Join us for the 

 Don’t want to worry about food? 

There is a restaurant and bar on site!

Powered and Unpowered sites available 

 WhiteGum Farm 
Caravan & Adventure Park

WA4WDA Associate Gathering 

When: 28th – 30th April 2023 

Time: Friday from 2pm to Sunday 10am 

Where: Whitegum Farm Caravan & Adventure Park 
680 Cameron Road, York 

BYO Everything you need for the weekend!

A Family Friendly Weekend Event
open to all Club Members & Family

Please state the following on your booking – I am with the WA4WDA – (Subaru 4WD Club of WA) 

Information about all dates/events can be found on the Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WA4WDA

BOOKINGS to be made via the website –www.whitegumfarm.com.au/contact 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WA4WDA

