
Over an extended weekend from Thursday 8 to Sunday 11 December 2022,
the club ran a trip to Albany to see the Christmas Lights for Cystic Fibrosis
(CF). Some may ask why travel so far to see Christmas Lights when there
are many in and around Perth? Well, as usual there is a back story.

The Christmas Lights for CF have been running for several years as a fund
raiser for Cystic Fibrosis in the private garden of Lorraine and Jeremy in the
Albany suburb of Gledhow. Starting out relatively modestly the event has
gone from strength to strength over the years and this year has been
declared a regional event.

I went to high school with Lorraine and, along with several other school
buddies, we have kept in touch over the years. A few years ago, on a trip to
Albany I caught up with Lorraine who had a very new granddaughter, and
she quietly told me she had been diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis.

See inside for more details

Christmas Lights for Cystic Fibrosis
Deborah Thyne
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President's Report
David Peck

I hope everyone had a good Christmas and New Year.

The Christmas party at Whiteman Park seemed to go well and we would like your feedback as
to whether you liked having it in a park. On suggestion we have had is to make a camping trip
and get caterers to put on a spit roast, apparently some other clubs do this.

This year looks like it will be a bumper with a number of trips planned already but keep on
checking the website to see what’s happening. We will be running a couple of trips at Easter.
Some of the trips will have limited numbers which is done because it can be hard to get a large
number of campsites or due to the logistics of having a large convoy. Some trips will need to be
booked well in advance.

This year marks a milestone for Subaru of 50 years in Australia. 
They have some big things planned, which we may get involved in, including:
·       The all-new, turbocharged, Outback range is coming in early 2023
·       The next generation XV is coming, and it will carry the Crosstrek nameplate
·       Subaru's first Electric Vehicle, the Solterra crossover is now due year
 
See you out there!

David

Please remember to support our Sponsors
 SUBARU AUSTRALIA

 SUBARU WANGARA

 SUBARU OSBORNE PARK

 RICHARD'S TYREPOWER

 PREMIUM SUV OFF ROAD TRAINING

 GREENSTONE

DISCLAIMER
The material presented and the views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those held by the

Subaru 4WD Club of Western Australia Inc. Although we make every effort to keep information in the
newsletter accurate and non-offensive, we do not guarantee this. If you make use of the information on

this site it is at your own risk. We are not  liable for any incidental, special or consequential damages
arising in relation to use of the material in this newsletter.
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Cover Story
Deborah Thyne
Funds for CF are raised with entry to the event being by donation either
 by card or cash. The event is strongly supported by businesses and people who
 volunteer their skills and time to make it such a magnificent display and success
 each year.

Seeing the event grow over the years on social media posts I have wanted to 
go down and visit for a long time and, finally I decided to go this year and put it 
up as a club trip. Eight people and four cars made the trip south and Ross and Dale, on a private
trip, joined us for two dinners and to see the lights.

On arrival I asked if Lorraine was in attendance and was advised she and Jeremy were the only
ones wearing black jackets. Aware of this, and shortly after arriving and marveling at a beautifully
lit archway, Barb called out to me. Lorraine had come up to her and engaging in conversation
Barb immediately knew who she was – the black jacket gave it away! It was so lovely to see
Lorraine and have an albeit brief catch up. Understandably it is a very busy time for her. She
didn’t realise it was my first visit to see the lights and was surprised I had arranged a club trip to
see them. 

Christmas Lights for CF were enchanting carried you away into a different world and did not
disappoint. They were magical and I can’t wait for my granddaughters to be old enough to take
down and see them!

Christmas Lights for Cystic Fibrosis Albany is one of the largest Christmas
Lights displays in Western Australia, with over 2,500 square meters lit and
featuring 450,000 lights and in doing so help raise much needed funds for

Cystic Fibrosis.

Deb & Lorraine



Christmas Lights in Albany
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Day One - Thursday 8 December 2022
Deborah Thyne

(Story continues over page)

With her XV unfortunately out of action Joy was travelling with me but it was great to car share and
have interesting chats along the way. Joy and I rendezvoused with Graeme and Naomi just outside
Armadale for the trip south. Despite allowing what we thought was sufficient time to meet up at the
departure point heavy traffic made us a few minutes late on a fine Thursday morning. We were soon
on the road heading up the hill out of Armadale with a stop scheduled at the Woolshed at Williams. 

Our journey was somewhat delayed as we encountered around four sets of significant road works at
which we had to stop and wait for traffic to pass in the opposite direction. Having the handheld on
channel 40 we could hear the chatter amongst the road crews and which vehicle would be the last
through the road works so our side could set off. At one stopping point the vehicle in front of us called
the worker over and gave him a bunch of grapes!

There were many grain trucks on the road with harvest well underway.

We arrived at our morning tea stop a little behind schedule but with only two vehicles and all day to get
to Albany it wasn’t of any consequence. It had rained overnight in this region and the carpark had
some large puddles to negotiate. Rain not good for those in the midst of harvest. The others decided
to ‘dine in’ for morning tea and I made my cuppa in the back of my car and enjoyed some home-made
biscuits – and fruit. It was disappointing the op shop in the old church building next door wasn’t open
on the day we were travelling! I have had a couple of very good bargains from there on previous trips.

Graeme and Naomi were stopping into Kojonup to visit a friend on the way so Joy and I set off
southwards again unsure of our lunch stop. However, we did push on to Mt Barker and resisted a visit
to the bakery instead choosing to sit in the park just off the highway and have our picnic lunch.

It was then only a short drive into Albany where we set off to explore some shops, make some
required purchases (not shoes!) and visit the information centre. Located midway down the main
street the information centre was very good with helpful staff and information brochures not only for
the Albany area but across the state. I picked up a brochure on ten paddles to do around Albany and
gave it to David at the December meeting in case it is useful for the Scouting Around Albany trip in
January.

Joy and I then headed out to Middleton Beach Caravan Park to check in and put our tents up. We had
very generous sites and in hindsight we probably could have shared one between us. Later the lady
said she thought we would have big tents. Unfortunately, Joy had issues trying to get her Night Cat
tent up. The poles wouldn’t stay locked no matter what we tried – including consulting a YouTube
video. Joy had not encountered this problem when she had put the tent up in Perth. So, with time
ticking away it was an emergency trip to a major camping store and the purchase of another tent. It
fitted Joy’s sleeping mat and, despite being a single layered tent, kept her dry and comfortable even
during some light rain we experienced over the days we were there.



We were well and truly ready for our dinner by this time and in the
very clean and well-appointed camp kitchen with a resident skink, we
enjoyed a beef massaman curry and Joy had a lovely peach cobbler
kindly donated by Chris Wilcox. Yes, we did add cream.

Graeme and Naomi arrived later in the afternoon and settled into a
cabin.

As the name suggests Middleton Beach Caravan Park is located
adjacent to the beach and it was soothing to go to sleep to the sound
of the lapping waves on the shore.

Sheltered by the calm waters of King George Sound, BIG4 Middleton Beach Holiday Park is a
caravan park in Albany, Western Australia. 

Located on 500m of world class beach frontage the park offers safe swimming for children to
go surfing, kite surfing, fishing and whale watching in season. 

Enjoying the spectacular coastline, scenic walkways and being located a convenient 3.2km
from the city centre of Albany.

Resident Skink

I would like to thank Ross Mead for his
suggestions and guidance for our day trips on
the Saturday and Sunday and to Joy who used

a MAP to perfection to get us to all the
beautiful places we visited!

 

Joy and Deb's campsites
Middleton Beach Caravan Park



Christmas Lights in Albany
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Day Two - Friday 9 December 2022
Joy Unno

(Story continues over page)

Bronzewing Pigeon

After being woken up by a light rain shower the previous night, I would have liked a bit of a sleep-in
but it was not to be. The deep, mournful, loud, long, drawn-out, incessantly repetitive “whooooooooo,
whooooooo” call of Bronzewing Pigeons started at sun-up, banishing all attempts at slumber. There
was a nesting pair residing in the tree directly opposite my tent. I was later to find out that this was the
Carn’s fault. When they arrived on Saturday, they were dismayed to find that the “Hoots” as they called
them, were present. There were Hoots in a tree on their honeymoon and Greg had thrown a stick at
them in an effort to get some peace and quiet. The Hoots obviously bore a grudge because now they
follow Vanessa and Greg around the countryside, turning up to hoot at their camp sites 😊

After breakfast, we joined up with Graeme and Naomi for a very pleasant walk southwards along the
Middleton Beach and then along through the coastal vegetation via the 5.6 km return Ellen Cove Walk
which goes to the Albany Port. It was quickly apparent that it should be renamed the King’s Skink Walk
as we encountered many of these large black lizards, either as individuals or pairs, sunning themselves
on the path. Mostly they would shuffle off into the bushes as we came closer but one magnificent
specimen put on quite a show for us and our cameras. 

Showoff Skink

Ellen Cove
Boardwalk

Albany Port



The coastal vegetation was surprisingly still putting on a
good show of wildflowers including the spectacular Scarlet
Banksia (Banksia coccinea).

The scenery along the walk was beautiful with spectacular
views of the ocean and the impressive rocky headlands and
offshore islands. At one point Deb, who was hopefully
looking out for whales (someone had said that they had
seen one a week ago), spotted something in the ocean
which turned out to be dolphins swimming quite close to the
shore. 

There were viewing platforms along the way where Graeme could try out his binoculars. One spot had a
large bust of French explorer Captain Nicolas Baudin who visited the area in 1803. Another had a statue
of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey after the First World War. Mustafa. In 1985, the
entrance channel from King George Sound to Princess Royal Harbour was renamed Ataturk Channel in a
reciprocal agreement that the landing place of the ANZAC Troops in Turkey be renamed as Anzac Cove.
Not far from this monument were the ruins of Point King Lighthouse perched on bare granite rock
directly adjacent to the ocean. There were some jokes about not having to worry about mowing the
lawn in that house.

Scarlet Banksia

Baudin's BustAtaturk Statue

Back at the caravan park we had morning tea in the well-equipped camp kitchen and were treated to
the sight of the resident King Skink climbing into the artificial Xmas Tree and pretending to be a
Christmas ornament. Nothing to see here folks! When it was convinced that we had been fooled, Mr or
Mrs Skink stealthily crawled out of the tree and debunked to a safe position behind the refrigerator. 

Christmas Skink (Story continues over page)



Our next stop on the magical mystery Albany tour was The
Gap in Torndirrup National Park (NP). I had never been there
that I could remember so it was a local must-see, plus some
people had not seen the viewing platform built in 2016.
Despite not having a head for heights, the viewing platform
was built solidly enough to be reassuring as I clutched the
metal railing and gazed at surging ocean waves rushing up
the massive channel with 40 m high gneissic rock walls. Even
Deb, who shares my acrophobia managed to get onto the
platform for a look. Naomi and Graeme were fine, happily
walking around and taking photos of the magnificent rocky
coastal scenery. 

The Gap

Handily adjacent to The Gap was The Natural Bridge, which could be viewed from another sturdily
built platform. A helpful sign explained the formation of this interesting rock bridge. Basically, it is an
intermediate step in the chemical (dissolution of rock minerals along joint lines by groundwater) and
physical (force of ocean waves) erosion of the rock. The final step is when the rocks in the middle of
the bridge fall into the sea and are washed away. Then you end up with another Gap. It was fun to
track the long, straight fracture in the flat rock platform under the bridge, as the helpful sign
suggested, and then look up to see the same fracture line directly above in the middle of the bridge.
At some far future point in time, that bridge fracture will be the failure point where the bridge will fall.

The Gap lookout

Gneiss (pronounced ‘Nice’) 
is a metamorphic pale rock with dark banding
and was likely produced in the collision of the

proto-Antarctica and proto-Australian
continental plates over a billion years ago. 
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After the Gap, Deb and I parted ways with the Sextons. They went off to shop in Albany (Deb
having informed Naomi about an excellent shoe shop in the main street, much to Graeme’s
horror), and we went to Cosy Corner Beach in West Cape Howe NP. 

This area had toilets, and a picnic area with a bbq. We had lunch in the car park and then
ventured onto the pristine white sands of the beach only to find it was a local High School’s end-
of-term Beach Day. Kids and teachers were prolific, sunning on a large rocky outcrop, swimming
or waterboarding in the sea, and playing games on the sand. 

Spot the Frisbee
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That came in handy when we met a local with a dog who gave us some hints about other places
to see, particularly about a nearby hill with a great view and a platform for launching hang gliders.
The dog had a fun time retrieving the Frisbee that Deb threw a few times before we headed back
to the carAs we had spotted a beach to the south, we continued on the dirt track until it ended
and walked down to explore. There was an island offshore, possibly Migo Island, and the beach
had several fresh-water drainage zones. These had very artistically appealing flow patterns of
black mineral sand outlined against the white sand and we took lots of photos. 

Mineral sand art

Fortunately, it was a very extensive
beach (actually Perkins Beach), so
Deb and I strolled to the less
populated area where Deb found a
frisbee in the sand. 

Cosy Corner Crowd

(Story continues over page)



Since it had rained in previous days
water was flowing out to sea. At
the end of the beach, we climbed a
low rocky headland and watched
the long, frondy seaweed on the
rocks flowing like some oceanic
mermaid’s hair with the gentle in
and out of the waves. 

Then it was back to the car and on
to Shelley Beach.

Silky seaweed fronds

The gravel road to Shelley Beach took us on a lovely drive through the tall trees of the Karri
Forest. Arriving at the large, gravelled car park, we saw that there were grassed camping
areas with some tents and vans in place. Probably not enough sites for a large Subaru group.

Walking down to the shore I saw that the beach lived up to its Shelley name as there were
indeed a lot of tiny shells mixed in with the sand. There was also a small creek which had
formed a small lagoon on the beach but there was not enough flow to breach the sand and
make it to the sea. There weren’t the pretty ripples of black mineral sand present as at the last
beach.

After a good walk on the beach, we went back to the Lookout sign we had passed on the way
in thinking that this could be the hill that the lady with the frisbee-loving dog had mentioned.
Indeed, it was and we had a bird’s eye view of Shelley Beach and the surrounding coastline. 

A downward tilting wooden platform presumably was the hang glider launching ramp. 
This was not even the highest point as there was another hill inland with a sandy track
climbing it that a sign indicated was part of the Bibbulmun Track. Both Deb and I agreed that it
didn’t look like a track that you could easily carry your hang-gliding equipment up.

Shelley Beach



Returning back through the Karri forest, we just
had to stop and photograph the majestic avenue of
giant trees forming an arch over the road. Then we
had to photograph more trees because their bark
patterns and galls, etc., were so interesting. The
pregnant Karri tree was instantly recognisable. I
did see something small, brown and furry run
across the road and disappear into the
undergrowth but it was moving so fast I don’t know
what it was.

Shelley Beach from on high

Pregnant Karri

Hang gliding ramp

Deb in the Karri Karri tree arch
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Back at camp, we found that the Carns
and the Kings had arrived, and the
place was packed with new arrivals and
kids riding bikes all over the roads. We
all admired the brand new, just out-of-
the-box roof-top tent on the Carns
Outback, it really is a smart-looking
unit. 

There was a lot of chatter about the
huge 4WD and equally huge caravan
set-up across the way. Sadly, I’m not
interested in big rigs so you will have to
ask one of the others for the details.  

THE SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WA NEWSLETTER PAGE 15

Soon it was time to go to Joop Thai for dinner where we met Ross and Dale who were visiting in
Albany. Joop Thai was a very large, spacious restaurant and the lady who greeted us was
wonderfully turned out (that gold belt was remarkable), and extremely efficient in getting us
settled and ordering food. I went with her recommendation of the Chef’s Special Three Flavoured
Duck in tamarind sauce, and it was Amazing!  Best...Duck...Ever! Dessert was a moist and tasty
Sticky Date Pudding which turned out to have been made by a local Home Economics teacher
who was helping out.

All-in-all, it was a wonderful day spent in good company and experiencing one of the most
spectacular and unique coastal environments in the world.

 
Thank you, Deb for organising 

this great trip 
and taking me along as a passenger. 

Cheers, Joy.
 

Table for ten at Joop Thai
(Vanessa, Barbara, Greg, Ross, Dale,
 Naomi, Graeme, Angus, Joy & Deb)



 
Thank you, Deb for organising 

this great trip 
and taking me along as a passenger. 

Cheers, Joy.
 



Christmas Lights in Albany

THE SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WA NEWSLETTER PAGE 17

Day Three - Saturday 10 December 2022
Deborah Thyne

(Story continues over page)

Today we were heading east of Albany to some areas I certainly can’t recall visiting before. 
It turned out to be a picturesque and beautiful area.

With Greg and Vanessa using their roof top tent for the first time they travelled as passengers for the
day with Barb and Gus. Forming a convoy all four cars headed out of the caravan park, and, under the
great navigation of Joy, we headed through the outskirts of Albany through Lower Kalgan. We crossed
the bridge over the river inlet with a broad view of the tidal flats. We were travelling to the outer most
point of our trip today which was Cheynes Beach. The drive out was on the South Coast Highway
before turning into Cheynes Beach Road. Along the way we passed through farmland, then tree
plantations before entering typical coastal dunes with low vegetation and granite outcrops. 
Of note was the impressive Mt Manypeaks that could be worth exploring on another trip.

Parking at the end of Cheynes Beach and then walking a
short way along revealed quite a panoramic vista along the
extent of Hassell Beach and across the bay with the Stirling
Ranges providing a backdrop in the distance. 

It was a lovely location to enjoy our morning tea.

Backtracking down Cheyne Beach Road we stopped at the
small general store at the caravan park where there was
also a food van where Greg and Vanessa grabbed some
lunch to take down to the beach. When we returned to our
vehicles Greg was very concerned as he was unable to find
his wallet. A search of the car didn’t find it so it was
assumed it had been left behind at the caravan park –
exactly where was a source of concern.

Further down Cheyne Beach Road a little we entered
Waychinicup National Park. It is an interesting feature that
Waychinicup National Park is divided in two with Mt Many
Peaks Nature Reserve in between. All around this area are
granite rocks of all shapes and sizes hanging off hillsides.
About halfway in we decided to stop for a photo
opportunity. Once out of the cars we discovered the extent
of wildflowers still in bloom. Being early in December this
was possibly due to the southerly location and weather
conditions. The group spent some time admiring and
photographing the many different flowers.



It was a little overcast but did not seem to be threatening rain
as we took the last short drive to Waychinicup Inlet where it is
possible to camp. There are a limited small allocated bays for
this purpose.  A long drop toilet is available for campers and
visitors. High, very green shrubland was found in this area but a
well-developed walking trail takes you down to the inlet.

Trip Leader Deb
confirming the location

View from campsite 7

it is a very beautiful inlet but about 500 meters to where the inlet meets the ocean and
waves could be seen breaking at the entrance. Again, as seen in previous days, the water
looked very inviting, but the undertow was very evident and would be unsafe for swimming
or any other water activities. We spent time clambering over rocks and exploring rock
pools.

It was hard to pull ourselves away from Waychinicup Inlet, but we had
more to explore on our way back to Albany and our tummies were
asking about lunch. With this in mind we returned back along the way
we had come, onto Cheynes Beach Road and the Southwest
Highway. 



Due to time constraints, we decided not to travel into Normans and Bettys Beach saving those for
another time. Instead, we headed back down Two Peoples Bay Road to Little Beach.  We all prepared
our lunches before taking the short walk to a sheltered spot on the beach to enjoy it. The weather
remained overcast but was pleasant enough. 

The colours and behaviours of the
Southern Ocean are stunning no matter
which part of southern Australia you are
viewing it from. But, as always, it pays
to be respectful of the coastline. Some
of our group raised concerns about
people we saw fishing off the nearby
rocks and how close they were to the
edge. It was a salutary reminder of how
quickly things could go wrong in this
environment.

After lunch we carefully stowed our containers and wandered off to explore the boulder and the
rocks beyond. We then found there was a set of decayed steps leading up into the bush so
followed these up and over the crest where, to our surprise, we found a much smaller bay. we
tagged this as ‘Little, Little Beach’! Later we discovered it is called Waterfall Beach. Is this
possibly because of the huge granite outcrop above the beach stained from water that must flow
off here when it rains causing a waterfall? 

A huge boulder punctuates 
Little Beach about three

quarters of the way along.
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Returning to Little Beach and gathering our lunch items we decided to call into the Two
Peoples Bay Information Centre at the end of the road.

I had quite a fright at this intersection when quite unexpectedly a tricyclist, not easily seen
at all due to his low profile to the road, appeared ‘out of nowhere’! His orange flag was way
too short as well.

The Two Peoples Bay Information was ‘interactive’ in that there were many examples of
flora and fauna from the area that you could read about, pick up and examine. There was
also a video presentation.

From here Greg and Vanessa joined the ride with Naomi and Graeme who decided to head
back to Albany while Barb, Gus, Joy and I decided to do a short walk to the Two Peoples
Bay beach. Stating it was to take 15 minutes we were very surprised when we arrived in
less than 5 minutes. The sun was out by this time and the water had returned to the vivid
aquamarine colour. A beautiful view across the beach with nearby offshore rocks a safe
haven for some birds.

As we needed to return to Albany in time to meet Ross and Dale for a fish and chip tea
before heading to see the Christmas Lights for Cystic Fibrosis, we decided to start our
return journey.

Everyone enjoyed a great day in a scenic and rather beautiful part of our state.

On return to camp Greg was relieved to locate his wallet down the side of the new roof top
tent.

Fish & chips at Hooked



Club Christmas Celebration
Whiteman Park

 Saturday 3 December 2022
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Old Tractors & Interesting Holes
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Day One - Saturday 17 September 2022
Neil Hird

(Story continues over page)

After making our own way to Tayning to meet up with the goldfields trip for a tour of the
Wheatbelt, Stu, Nick and Neil set off with trip leader Jo around 8.30 am for a look around the
hidden gems of the Wheatbelt.

First stop of the day after a pleasant drive past fields of Canola and wheat was Cowcowing
Cemetary which is all that remains of a once thriving town. 

Next stop was a much needed coffee at Korda then on to Gabbin where we went for a walk
along the heritage trail checking out the collection of old Fordson tractors and historic buildings
(or the remains of them) Gabbin still has a CBH receiving station and a few houses but not much
else. 
Dreams of what petrol used to cost with the disused bowser showing  a price of 72.8 cents per
gallon!



Next up was the stone sheepyards at Pergandes Homestead near Waicubbing Hill. The
sheepyards were constructed using slabs of granite cleverly extracted from a nearby rock outcrop
by heating then cooling the rock to causing thin slabs to break off. The site is on a privately owned
farm which the owner kindly allows public access to to allow this interesting and unique pioneering
infrastructure to be viewed.

The only thing
remaining of the

original homestead
is the kitchen stove

and chimney.

By now it was lunchtime which was enjoyed outside the Beacon Men’s Shed and tractor museum.  
A range of interesting machines from the early 1900’s up to the 90’s were on display however
most were behind locked gates. 

With everyone fed and watered (including the dogs) the convoy moved on to Datjoin Well which
was an interesting hole in the ground, 45 metres deep with a granite bottom, wooden shoring and
a pair of sunglasses someone had dropped. Also of interest in the location was a hanging rock
outcrop and numerous wildflowers.



We then moved on to the Bonnie Rock which was a short-lived town in the 1930s and 40s built to
service sandalwood cutters and railway workers building the line. The Bonnie Rock Hall is the only
building remaining from the town and is still in regular use today. Prices for the dances may be a little
higher than the 2/6 for gentlemen and 1/6 for ladies (ladies please bring a plate).
Many of the blocks are still signposted with the original owner’s names.
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(Story continues over page)



Beringbooding Rock was our next point of interest, a large above ground hole (reservoir) fed by
contour walls which direct the runoff from the rock outcrop into a concrete channel and thus to the
reservoir. A good view of the surrounding farmland from the summit of the rock was another highlight
of this stop.

By now we were heading back towards Trayning, and a stop at Dadaning was in order
because Chip wanted an icecream. We arrived back at the Trayning caravan park around
4pm in time to listen to the burnout competition and an AC/DC tribute band doing their
sound checks.

 
Thanks to Jo for running an informative
and pleasant tour of the Wheatbelt Way.



Day Trip exploring beyond Trayning
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Saturday 17 September 2022
Brian & Leonie Overste

A full day leisurely paced tour around rock outcrops, historic buildings, gnama holes and
country back roads undertaken by Brian Leonie and Roslyn. 

First stop was for morning tea about 20km from Trayning at Yarragin Rock. A climb to the top of
Yarragin rock provided spectacular 360-degree views on what was a perfect spring day.

We were initially a little concerned at what we at first thought was fire smoke close to Trayning before
realising it was coming from the burn out competition on in town.  Boys and their toys!

Next stop was Billyacatting Hill Conservation Park. Lots of interesting rock formations, a few wild
flowers and some lengthier walk trails that we need to go back and explore perhaps on a future
overnight rock stay.

The national trust owned Mangowine Homestead was next for a lunch stop. A very interesting and
informative tour was had with caretaker Bob who opened up the historic buildings for us to explore
and to listen to his informative commentary.

Across the road from the homestead were two graves which are poignant reminder of some of the
heartbreaking tragedies encountered by the pioneering Adams and Glass families from the district.
Well worth a visit even if you have been there before.

We continued onto Lake Brown and Eaglestone Rock after a picnic lunch at the homestead and were
able to drive most of the way around Eaglestone rock to see some unique rock formations on the edge
of the Salt Lake that some friendly campers suggested we look at.

We saw a few Gnamma holes on the trip the best of which was arguably Narkeening Gnamma hole on
our way to Nangarin. These are vitally important water sources that Aboriginal have known about and
developed over millennia and which were important also for later arrivals particularly en route to the
goldfields.   

After a brief stop at the historic Nangarin Hotel (for a coffee), we headed back to Trayning in time for
dinner and a campfire.





Exploring the Wheatbelt Way
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Day Two - Sunday 18 September 2022
St Rosethorne

(Story continues over page)

After a good night's sleep, we packed up, fuelled up, had breakfast and said goodbye to Trayning
caravan park and Brian and Leonie. First stop Yelbeni Centenary Museum.  An open-air display of life
110 years ago.  We said goodbye to Roslyn as she had to check on her parents. 

Short stop in Wyalkatchem for coffee mostly before a visit to Minnivale Bakery and
surrounds. The Bakery was sadly long gone. Wildflowers where very colourful and plentiful.

While some of the convoy missed the next stop on the
Wheatbelt Way,  Naaning Well. Neil and I walked a fair distance
to the Soak and Well.



We caught up with Nick, Jo and Chip at the Tin Dog "Rusty" in Dowerin. With the talk of a
pub lunch at the Goomalling hotel we pushed on to the end of the trip. Sadly, the kitchen
was closed. After saying thank you for organising the trip to Jo we parted ways.

The Wheatbelt Way is a fun, 4-day trip from Perth that officially begins in Dowerin and
spans 800 kilometres with 24 interpretive sites along the way. 

The area boasts a rich and extensive history, charming and friendly people, and all located
in a diverse and truly Australian landscape.

Find out more at https://wheatbeltway.com.au
 
 

https://wheatbeltway.com.au/


The Club is running trips for members
 in accordance with the latest advice issued by the 

WA State Government COVID-19 Guidelines.

New members are advised that UHF radio’s 
are required for all club trips. 

They can be hired from the club by indicating on the
website when you put your name down for a trip or by
contacting trips co-ordinator Adrian on 0424 723 558

or email trips@subaru4wdclubwa.au
 

Trips & Socials
Please refer to the club website for all 
dates  & details 
www.subaru4wdclubwa.au

Day Trip

APRIL 2023

Let's Have a Peak at Charles
7 to 10 April

Ross Mead
 

Quobba Astronomy Adventures
Joy Unno

16 to 23 April
 

WA4WDA Gathering
 @ Whiteman Park

28 to 30 April
 

Cheeky Cheela Escape
Jo Norton

29 April to 7 May
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MARCH 2023

Porongorup Wander, Walk & Wine
Porongorup Range Tourist Park
Greg & Vanessa Carn
4 to 6 March

Day Trip to Dwellingup
26 March
Ross Mead

JANUARY 2023

Wedge Island Beach Day Trip
Adrian Longwood
15 January

Scout Around Albany
Jo Norton
26 to 31 January

FEBRUARY 2023

Playing on a Ledge
Adrian Longwood
5 February

Fish & Chips by the Beach
Jo Norton
12 February

Forest Night Drive
David Peck
18 February

Milligans Island
25 to 26 February
Deborah Thyne & Mary Roberts

JULY 2023

Fiddle & Nibbles
Jim Wilcox

9 July

mailto:secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au




WA4WDA Clubs

 Don’t want to worry about food or chairs? Then pre-order your Pizza, Garlic Bread, 
Cheese Packs & Bean Bag Lounges. 

Link to order tickets & pizza/bean bags on the WA Association Facebook Page 

 are taking over Telethon Community 
Cinemas Murdoch! 

This is a Family Friendly Event and Tickets are open to all 
Club Members, Family & Friends 

 

BYO Chairs, Blankets, Rugs, Food 
& Drinks 

(No BYO alcohol – licensed premises) 

When: Sunday 22nd January 2023 

Time: Gates open at 6.30pm. 
Movie screens at 7.45pm 

Where: Telethon Community 
Cinemas Murdoch 

Join us for a private screening of 

BLACK PANTHER: WAKANDA 
FOREVER (M) 

 

Questions – email Dee – secretary@wa4wda.com.au 

(Enter Murdoch University via either of the two main 
entrances off South Street, turning left at the first 

roundabout, following the directional signs to Car Park 1 for 
free parking.) 

Tickets available to purchase until Wednesday 18th January 2022 

mailto:secretary@wa4wda.com.au
mailto:secretary@wa4wda.com.au
mailto:secretary@wa4wda.com.au


 
COMING UP 2023 

 
COMING UP 2023 

FEB 20. Delegates Meeting 
MAR Environmental Officer Meeting MAR
20. Delegates Meeting 
APR Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
APR 17. Delegates Meeting 
MAY 3. President & Secretary Meeting
MAY TBA Associate Gathering Weekend
MAY 15. Delegates Meeting 
JUN Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
JUN 19. Delegates Meeting 
JUL 17. Delegates Meeting 
AUG 21. AGM 
SEPT Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
SEPT 18. Delegates Meeting 
OCT 16. Delegates Meeting 
NOV Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
NOV 3-5 Perth 4WD & Adventure Show
NOV 20. Delegates Meeting 
DEC 18. Delegates Meeting 

FEB 20. Delegates Meeting 
MAR Environmental Officer Meeting MAR
20. Delegates Meeting 
APR Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
APR 17. Delegates Meeting 
MAY President & Secretary Meeting MAY
TBA Associate Gathering Weekend MAY
15. Delegates Meeting 
JUN Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
JUN 19. Delegates Meeting 
JUL 17. Delegates Meeting 
AUG 21. AGM 
SEPT Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
SEPT 18. Delegates Meeting 
OCT 16. Delegates Meeting 
NOV Kaarakin Clean Up Day 
NOV 3-5 Perth 4WD & Adventure Show
NOV 20. Delegates Meeting 
DEC 18. Delegates Meeting 

 
Facebook Page: 

@WA 4WD Association of Clubs 
Website: 
www.WA4WDA.com.au 
Email: 
Secretary@wa4wda.com.au
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@WA 4WD Association of Clubs 
Website: 
www.WA4WDA.com.au 
Email: 
Secretary@wa4wda.com.au 


