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Club Member of 
the Year for 2021

Deborah Thyne has been 
awarded Club Member of the 
Year. 
Her award recognises her 
great work as Club Secretary 
and also for stepping up to 
lead a number of trips, 
including the Exmouth 
Expedition, which also won 
Trip of the Year, and the 
Melangata Camping and 
Camp Oven Cooking trip.
Deb accepted her awards from 
President David Peck at the 
Club's Annual Dinner, this year 
held at the Bedford Arms 
Hotel in Brookton - which did 
a great job for the club, with 
really good food and  
accommodation.

See inside for more awards.
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The annual dinner was a 
good event even though 

numbers were down on 
previous years. The people at 
the Bedford Arms Hotel in 
Brookton made us welcome 
and allowed us exclusive use 
of the beer garden which 
ended up being a good 
location.
Congratulations to Deborah 
Thyne who took out both the 
Club Member of the Year 
award and Trip of the Year 
award. Deb put 
in a great effort 
this year, not 
only being the 
secretary as well stepping up 
and leading a number of trips 
including the Exmouth 
Expedition,and the Melangata 
Camping &Camp Oven 
cooking trip.
The other awards went to 
Ross Mead for Trip Leader of 
the Year and Jo Norton 
received the Social Trip of the 
Year award for both the Parky 
Lunch and Fish & Chips @ 
Trigg Beach. And, thanks Jo 
for organising the Awards 
Night again.
It was a three-way tie for the 
Social Trip Leader of the Year 
between Adrian Longwood, 
Jo Norton, and Travis Maskey. 
Thank you all for the great 
events you have organised for 
us.

open for nomination and 
election – so, please nominate 
yourself or another member 
for the available places. All 
members are welcome to 
nominate.
I would also like to thank the 
other committee members for 
their contribution during the 
year. We have had some good 
trips and socials events over 
the year and seen the 
membership numbers 
increase.
The Club year ended on 30 
September and only financial 
members can vote at the 
AGM. Please renew your 
membership before the 
meeting online, or in person 
at the meeting. 
David Peck

Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to vote in the 
awards. This is the club 
members’ way of saying thank 
you to the award recipients for 
the efforts thy have put to 
making the club the way it is.
Well it’s time for our annual 
general meeting again and if 
you would like help in setting 
the club's direction please 
nominate for a position on the 
committee. We are seeking 
nominations for the positions 
of Secretary, Editor, and Trips 
Coordinator as their terms of 
office are up. You can 
nominate on the night or send 
in a nomination early via the 
Secretary.The other 
Committee positions are also 

President's Report

• Glass-bottomed viewing, 12-15
• Forthcoming trips, 17
• Relaxing on the beach, 18
• Turtles on quad bikes, 19-21, 27
• Wandoo workout, 23,24

Awards Night at Brookton
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CLUB MEMBER OF THE YEAR, Deborah THYNE  
TRIP OF THE YEAR Deborah THYNE (Exmouth 
Expedition and Melangata camping & camp oven 
cooking)
TRIP LEADER OF THE YEAR, Ross MEAD
SOCIAL TRIP OF THE YEAR, Joanne NORTON 
(Parky Lunch and Fish & Chips @ Trigg Beach)
SOCIAL TRIP LEADER OF THE YEAR, (Jointly) 
Adrian LONGWOOD, Joanne NORTON, Travis 
MASKEY
Subaru Club World Championship of Finska, 
Joanne Norton

The next generation of Subaru 
SUV capability has a name: 
Solterra. The 2023 Subaru 
Solterra, which was named by 
combining the Latin words for 
“Sun” and “Earth,” is built on 
the e-Subaru Global Platform, 
a new all-electric vehicle 
architecture. The Solterra EV 
brings the Subaru brand’s 
trusted reliability, state-of-the-
art safety technology, and 
legendary all-wheel-drive 
engineering to an 

environmentally responsible 
all-electric SUV. The Subaru 
Solterra electric SUV – the 
natural evolution of Subaru all-
weather, all-road performance 

The award 
winners are... 

– is scheduled to go on sale in 
2022 (but unclear if it will be in 
Oz in 2022).Subaru 
collaborated with Toyota in 
developing the new EV. 

Sun and earth 
for new EV



www.subaruwangara.com.au
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Rocky Pool, October 3. 
Day trip

We met up at the small 
carpark at the Schipp 

Road entry to Kalamunda 
National Park, where we had 
morning tea before setting off 
on what was a lovely walk in 
the forest, following Piesse 
Brook to Rocky Pool. It was a 
sbright, cool day, not too hot 
for the 4km return walk to the 
pool. The walk itself was 
mainly on wide gravel paths, 
but there were some steep 
sections with loose gravel and 
around the pool itself there 
were some slippery clay 
slopes to avoid. We set off 
just after 10am at a leisurely 
pace, and enjoyed spotting 
orchids and admiring the view 
down the valley. 
Once at the pool most of us 
sat around the rock rim and 
soaked up a bit of gentle sun. 
Trip leader Deb took her 
granddaughter Mylah down 
to the water for a paddle and 
I explored the surrounds – 

mainly looking for good 
camera angles.
Then it was time to head back 
to the cars and a picnic lunch 

under the trees, beside the 
brook. It was a relaxed, family-
friendly day.
Stephan Millett

A babbling brook, a cool 
day and a walk in the park
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Day One: 6 August 2021
 

Even though I was leaving 
home before sunrise, I was 

excited to be underway on the 
Exmouth Expedition as the 
previous few days had been 
occupied with the 
uncertainties of a possible 
COVID lockdown. 
Down Hepburn Avenue I 
wondered if Jo was also on 
the road and gave her a call 
on the two way and, sure 
enough she turned out to be 
close behind me. After what 
seemed endless days of cloud 
and rain, we were treated to a 
lovely sunrise along Tonkin 
Highway with a promise of a 
good trip ahead of us. 
However, it was a very chilly 
single-figure temperature! 
There were to be only four 
cars in the convoy with two 
other participants flying up to 
Exmouth on the Sunday. On 
arrival at Bindoon Jo and I 
headed to the bakery for a 
treat to eat or stash away for 

morning tea. Once David and 
Tom arrived, we discussed the 
plan for the day’s travel which 
was to cover 726km before an 
overnight stop at Gladstone 
Bay. 
It was decided to take the 
Midlands Road to avoid the 
glut of tourist traffic on the 
other major routes. Up the 
road a little we turned off for 
Moora. Once we reached the 
Wheatbelt Jo declared over 
the radio we were now ‘free’ 
to continue our trip!! Sure 
enough the traffic was fairly 
light and our first stop was at 
Coorow to top up with fuel, 
but we discovered the 
prepaid machine wouldn’t 
work so drove the short 

distance to Carnamah for fuel 
and our morning tea stop. 
Bearing left at Mingenew (but 
not stopping at the bakery!) 
we pressed onto Geraldton 
where we refuelled and had 
lunch. It was a balmy 24 
degrees, temperatures we 
had not felt since late autumn 
in Perth! 
We took advantage of the 
passing lanes heading north 
to negotiate some slower 
traffic and trucks and had 
decided our next stop would 
be the Billabong Roadhouse 
for fuel and an ice cream for 
afternoon tea! Along the way 
I used my relatively new 
hand-held radio to call up to 
the road train in front to 

Via bakeries and 
quiet roads to a 
sunset stopover

Exmouth Expedition: trip of the year
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long day’s travel behind us 
and another ahead the 
following day we soon turned 
in and were lulled off to sleep 
by the gentle lapping of the 
water. 
We considered ourselves lucky 
to enjoy this campground with 
no wind or flies as has been 
reported by others.  There 
were clouds of tiny flies in the 
air when we arrived that I was 
concerned might be sandflies 
but none of us received any 
bites. 
Deborah Thyne

request assistance to pass. 
The driver was very obliging 
and very soon had us 
passing him in safety. We 
had a brief chat and he was 
delivering fuel to 
Fortescue. 
The convoy made the 
scheduled stop at Billabong 
before getting back on the 
road and heading for our 
overnight camping spot.  
After a full day driving it was 
a welcome sight to see the 
turn off into Gladstone Bay 
which is about 120km south 
of Carnarvon, with the camp 
site entry being six 
kilometres off the highway 
over a relatively good gravel 
road. The station owner was 
at the entry collecting our 
overnight fee of $13 per 
person (otherwise there is 
an honour box) and 
providing information on 
the campground and 
suggested areas we could 
camp for the night. The 
campground is right on the 
beach with composting 
toilets and solar hot water 
showers. We were advised it 
was better to shower in the 
evening while the water was 
warm! 
We chose a spot almost right 
on the beach and pitched our 
tents before heading off to 
explore the information 
boards on the history of 
Gladstone Bay, the seagrass 
beds and dugongs and the 
marine reserves of the Shark 
Bay area.  
Gladstone Bay was an 
important port for many years, 
being established in the early 
1900s with camels 

transporting wool and 
sandalwood from stations in 
the Murchison district to be 
shipped south. You are able 
to explore the remains of the 
stone causeway and old jetty 
very easily from the 
campground although the 
jetty is in a bad state of repair 
and it is advised not to walk 
on it. 
We were witness to a most 
stunning sunset!  
With the temperature 
remaining balmy we enjoyed 
our evening meal. With a 



Day 2, 7 August

After a long day’s 
drive and 

experiencing a 
beautiful sunset, the 
group enjoyed a very 
restful night at 
Gladstone Bay. It 
was very soothing to 
wake to the sound of 
gently lapping 
waves.  With another 
long drive ahead of 
us we headed out on 
the short drive to the 
highway and headed 
for Carnarvon where 
we planned a 
reasonably quick 
stop to refuel.
On arrival in 
Carnarvon the Caltex 
service station was 
undergoing some 
sort of works that created 
difficulties getting to the 
pumps. We were somewhat 
delayed with a couple of us 
needing to reverse away from 
the pumps after refuelling so 
we could park. This proved 
trickier for some than others 
as some hazards created by 
the works were unmarked. We 
enjoyed morning tea in the 
carpark before heading off 
toward the next planned stop 
at Coral Bay for lunch.
I marvelled at some of the 
market gardens and 
plantations on the way out of 
town and wished we had a 
little time to stop at one of the 
businesses to see what fresh 
produce was for sale – not 
that I had room in my fridge.
It was good to reach the turn 
off to Exmouth as it felt like 
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Naval Communication 
Station named after 
Harold E. Holt were 
quite something. There 
are 13 radio towers in 
total. The very low 
frequency antennas 
allow communication 
with US and Australian 
navy ships and 
submarines in the 
western Pacific Ocean 
and eastern Indian 
Ocean. Exmouth was 
built to provide 
services and housing 
for families of US Navy 
personnel. 
After such a long drive 
over two days it was a 
relief to arrive safe and 
sound at the caravan 
park.  It was busy and 
we took a little time to 
get checked in.  
Despite ringing ahead 

to confirm the booking there 
was a mix up in the number of 
sites booked. It went in our 
favour and we had a good 
space towards the back of the 
park on  lovely lawn and not 
too far from the ablution 
blocks. We soon unpacked our 
camping gear and were 
putting up our tents.  I had an 
extra two tents to put up with 
Chris and Leonie flying in to 
join us the following day. It was 
a great spot to be home for us 
all for the next week.
Despite wind and forecast rain 
for the following day I went to 
bed excited to be in Exmouth 
for the first time and looked 
forward to spending time 
exploring the area.

Deborah Thyne

t
he long journey north had an 
ending in sight.  We took the 
turn off to Coral Bay and on 
arrival it was obvious a lot of 
people were staying here!  We 
had a quick look at the beach 
and then headed into the 
small shopping centre where 
we decided to buy our lunch 
from the bakery. We enjoyed a 
variety of offerings and I 
particularly enjoyed a chicken 
and salad roll.
On the drive to Exmouth from 
Coral Bay we hit road works 
that slowed ush but it was 
lovely to see patches of purple 
mulla mulla.
We stopped to refuel and have 
a quick look at the shops in 
Exmouth before heading the 
60km to Yardie Creek 
Homestead Caravan Park. The 
many radio towers of the 

Exmouth Expedition 
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pickup so had to generate 
space by partially unpacking 
their cars. The plan was for all 
of us to do some visiting to 
coastal sites before Deb and 
David departed.  
Departure from the caravan 
park was delayed by National 
Parks Pass issues. 
David realised his had elapsed 
so purchased one online 
without much difficulty. I 
realised mine was not in the 
car - possibly it lapsed during 
the depths of COVID 
lockdowns. In any event 
another online purchase was 
required which took a great 
deal longer than David's. 
Fortunately, all the others 
were very patient. Deb had 
checked hers the day before 
departure ,found this had 

elapsed and organised a 
replacement. 
Eventually, we got mobile and 
headed off to the Visitors 
Centre. We all contributed to 
the local economy with 
various purchases for 
grandchildren, workmates 
(deliberately kitsch) and 
others. 
This area of coastline has a 
whole series of bays, camps 
and access points spread 
along a considerable distance 
as far South as the mouth of 
Yardie Creek itself. The latter is 
a significant distance from the 
caravan park.  
We visited T-Bone and also 
Mangrove Bay which had a 
bird hide. Technically this 

Day 3, 8 August

This was our first full day at 
Yardie Creek Caravan Park. 

The day was rather overcast 
but still warmer than the 
conditions we had left behind 
in Perth. 
We had arrived the afternoon 
before after a long drive from 
Gladstone Bay, south of 
Carnarvon.
Deb moved her tent and 
pitched two additional tents 
for Chris and Leonie, our two 
fly-in participants. The latter 
were due to arrive at 
Learmonth on the afternoon 
flight. 
The tent-shifting and pitching 
left our area of the 
campground with a 
geographical border between 
Caribee popups at one end 
and Black Stump popups at 
the other. This gave the false 
impression of a touch of OCD 
within Camp Subaru. 
David and Deb were each 
taking their own cars to 
Learmonth for the airport Cont. p.11

Exmouth Expedition 

Parks pass issues, 
OCD tenting and 
an airport pickup
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could have been labelled a 
“hide” as there were no birds 
present.  
After lunch, David and Deb 
headed off to the airport. Jo 
and I returned to camp for a 
quiet afternoon involving 
books and drinks. Deb, David, 
Chris and Leonie arrived back 
around 3.45pm which left 
plenty of light to settle into 
the place. Two parallel meal 
services operated very 
effectively, each for 3 of our 
group. 
We had rather significant rain 
overnight though technically, 
the bulk of this probably fitted 
in the report for the next day 
of the trip. 
Tom Minto 
Right: A sea sponge with 
passengers. Below and right: 
coral reef viewing

From p.11

Cont. p.12

Day 4, 9 August 

We had a good shower of 
rain at 2am which woke 

us up, and a few of us ended 
up with some water in the 
tents, mine came in through 
the zip on the door as I had 
left the front up as an awning 
overnight. 
I woke up at 6:.30 and the 
showers continued through 
the morning so we just 
bunkered down inside cars 
and tents. We had a glass 
bottom boat and snorkelling 
tour booked for 10:15 and 
luckily the showers were 

Rain and a glass-bottomed boat

Exmouth Expedition 
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clearing and we managed to 
walk to the bus without 
getting wet.
It was only a short drive to 
the Tantabiddi boat ramp and 
we boarded the boat, which 
was full. The skipper, Craig, 
gave us a briefing. His wife 
was the deckhand, and they 
had a young female zoologist, 
who also drove the bus. 
They took us a short way 
offshore to the Tantabiddi 
marine sanctuary and we sat 
and looked through the glass 
bottom in the centre of the 
boat  at  coral only a couple of 
metres below us. They 
explained about the different 
types of coral and some other 
fun facts like that the Parrot 
fish eats the algae off the 
coral which it uses as food 
and then it poos out ground 
up coral as sand.
There was another shower as 

we motored slowly along and 
it was decided to stop go 
snorkelling. We went out to a 
sandy patch where it was 
about 1.5 metres deep and 
dropped anchor. They 
recommended which way to 
swim and dropped a line out 
the back with a float on it so 
you could grab hold of it if you 

got tired, and pull yourself 
back to the boat. Everyone 
jumped in and swam around 
and I wore my kayaking clothes 
and ended up being warm 
enough.
We had about an hour in the 
water and saw lots of fish and 
someone pointed out a couple 

From p.11

Cont. p.15
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of octopus that I had trouble 
seeing as they were so well 
camouflaged.
On the way back to the boat 
ramp we passed over a 
couple of coral bomboras, or 
bombies that were several 
hundred years old. We also 
passed over a 2 metre long, 
200kg groper, that the 
crewcalled Barry, and he 
seemed happy to have the 
boat follow him around. 
Someone spotted a turtle 
head on the surface and the 
skipper asked if we would be 
happy being a bit late, which 
we were, and he circled 
around trying to find it which 
he did. They identified it as a 
green turtle which 
was munching happily 
on the sea grass. 
 We disembarked and got 
taken back to the caravan 
park and had a hot shower 
and late lunch.  
The showers had stopped and 
at 3pm we had decided to 
drive up to the Cape and see 
the sights on the way. We 
stopped in at the Jurabi turtle 
centre, which had a number of 
interpretive signs, but no 
signs of turtles. We 
then drove up to the tip of the 
North West Cape and saw the 
wreck of the SS Mildura which 
had run aground on the reef, 
during a cyclone, in 1907. 
Whilst there we saw some 
Humpback whales not far off 
the coast . A couple of them 
were tail slapping and I got a 
few good photos.
From there we went up the 
Vlamingh Head lighthouse for 
some panoramic views of the 

whole Cape. We had talked 
about going there for sunset 
but the horizon was cloudy so 
we decided to head back to 
camp instead. 
I was cooking tonight and I 
did Echidna Balls (mince and 
rice in tomato soup) with 
canned vegies. As others sat 
around talking I downloaded 
the photos and video from the 
GoPro camera that I had 
borrowed off my son-in-law 
Amos. I used this whilst 
snorkelling today and was very 
happy with how they turned 
out. 
We had a shower of rain come 
through about 8.15 and that 
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was enough to send us all 
scurrying off to our tents for 
the night. 

David Peck

From p.13 Exmouth Expedition 
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Annual 4WD Show
5 - 7 December
The Club has a stand over the 
three days of the show at 
McCallum Park on the Swan 
foreshore in Victoria Park.

Annual Beach Run
14 November. Day trip
The run this year is between 
Tims Thicket and Myalup.
What to bring: usual picnic 
lunch, sun protection gear, 
bathers (if you wish to go for a 
swim we will make time for 
this), tyre gauge and pump 
(not needed if you are a 
visitor or first timer), camera 
and whatever else you think 
necessary.
Pets: OK on the beach, but 
your responsibility.
Difficulty: Suitable for any 
experience level and guests 
welcome.
Finish around 3.30pm

Track Care 
Yeagarup 
clean- up weekend
12-14 November
Every year Track Care WA, in 
collaboration with Pemberton 
Discovery Centre, organises a 
clean up of the Yeagarup 
Dunes and surrounding areas. 
This is a wonderful way to 
spend a weekend in a 
magnificent part of Western 
Australia. The weekend 
involves cleaning up the area 
as well as a bit of adventurous 
exploration of the coast and 
plenty of time to just kick 
back, relax, and enjoy the 
ambience of the open fire.
This weekend is open to both 

Track Care members and non-
members. If you are interested 
in attending please complete 
the registration form at https://
trackcare.com.au/?p=5208. 
The Trip Leader will then 
contact you two weeks prior to 
the event to provide further 
information.
Details:This trip is organised 
and led by Track Care. Please 
register directly with them 

Seabird Summer 
Swim
21 November, Day trip
We will be having fun on the 
beach near Moore River in the 
morning, where we should 
have the opportunity to fish, 
swim or paddle before going 
further north to Seabird along 
off-road tracks. We'll end up at 
the Tavern for a late lunch.
Bring: a fuelled up care, 
morning Tea, Lunch, 
(afternoon tea), Plenty of 
drinking water, sunscreen, 
chair and table, swimwear 
(optional), standard recovery 
gear and if you wish, a kayak 
and fishing gear.

Christmas Dip and 
Drinks
4 December - Day trip
Come along to Jo’s place for a 
dip in the pool and food and 
drink with friends.
Drinks start from 2pm 
onwards, and the barbecue 
will be on from 5pm.
Bring meat or other barbecue 

food, drinks, salad or dessert 
to share, swimming gear, a 
chair just in case and, bring 
some cash to donate to the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service on 
the day. Paper plates, cutlery 
and bread rolls will be 
supplied. 

Walpole 
Wanderings
22 - 26 January
It’s summer time so how about 
a trip to the cooler climes of 
the south coast.
We can camp at the Valley of 
the Giants Eco Park east of 
Nornalup. From there, let’s 
explore the mouth of the 
Broke Inlet (4x4), Mandalay 
Beach, Conspicuous Cliffs, Mt 
Frankland Fire Lookout and Mt 
Frankland National Park, 
Valley of the Giants and the 
Tree Top Walk, Boat Harbour 
and of course, the pretty town 
of Walpole and the Walpole 
and Nornalup Inlets.
Degree of difficulty: Easy – 
moderate. We will be 
travelling on bitumen 
highways and local roads, 
main gravel roads and some 
sand/beach driving. There 
may be the odd more 
challenging bit.
Accommodation. Unpowered 
camp sites have been booked 
at the Valley of the Giants Eco 
Park. This is a rustic caravan 
park with flush toilets and hot 
showers. Bring cooking gear 
and the usual camping stuff as 
well as CB radio, personal First 
Aid Kit, and a current personal 
medical form in your 
glovebox. Max: 8 Cars
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Forthcoming 
Club trips



Day 5, 10 August 

After a windy night with 
patchy light rain, the crew 

took a leisurely breakfast 
before heading off for a day of 
picnicking and water play at 
the aptly named Turquoise 
Beach.
It was a beautiful day for a 
paddle (David and Deborah), 
floating on a tube in the 
ocean (Chris), snorkelling (Jo 
and Tom) and lazing around 
with a Kindle (Tom and 
Leonie). 
It was a very relaxing to spend 
another day in paradise, 
thanking our lucky stars for 
being safe in WA.
At Jo’s suggestion we 
stopped off at Woofy’s for a 
quick ice cream on the way 
home.  The ice-cream had 
mixed reviews, two out of five 
were happy with their choice 
but the three who ordered 
custard flavour were 
disappointed. It looked like 
custard, it smelt like custard, 
but it didn’t taste like custard. 
There may or may not have 
been a side trip to the 
Exmouth camping shop. Don’t 
ask and we won’t have to 
tell…
And then back to camp for 
cocktail hour, dinner and a 
heavenly skyshow when the 
clouds cleared and the stars 
shone brightly.  Bliss.
Leonie
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A day simply to 
relax on the beach

Exmouth Expedition 



Day 6, 11 August 

Today the plan was to start 
the day together before 

heading off in different 
directions. Jo linked up with 
Jen, a friend of hers who was 
dropping in on her journey to 
Broome, and David, Chris, 
Deb and Leonie were heading 
to Coral Bay. 
First on the agenda today was 
to visit Shothole Canyon and 
Charles Knife Canyon as a 
group before we 
dispersed.The sign on the 
main road indicated it was 
13kms to 
Shothole Canyon. 
Deb overshot the 
entry off the main 
road but Tom did 
an expert job of 
leading the group in.The 
fairly good unmade road 
quickly became a rocky 
and rutted track with some 
careful negotiating of 
uneven rocky creek beds 
and it became rather slow 
going! The canyon itself 
was very picturesque 
when you had an 
opportunity to take your 
eyes off the track!! With 
such slow driving it was 
becoming clear that David 
and Deb’s vehicles would 
not make the full distance 
as Deb and Leonie were 
booked on a quad bike 
tour in Coral Bay and, 
from the trip up, we also 
knew there were road works to 
be contended with on the 
way. About the half way mark 
we turned around while Tom, 
Jo and Jen continued on. 
Tom’s report will reveal how 
the Shothole Canyon tour 

concluded.
Coral Bay is 150km from 
Exmouth and with a 
reasonable amount of traffic, 
roadworks and a headwind to 
contend with we made our 
destination in good time. This 
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was Chris and Leonie’s first trip 
to Coral Bay and I had only 
seen it for the first time on the 
stop in on the way up to 
Exmouth. Firstly, we went 
down to have a look at the 

Canyons, Coral Bay and 
turtles on quad bikes

Cont. p. 20
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beach conditions as David’s 
plan was to put his kayak in 
and Chris to have a swim.  The 
beach looked glorious!
We enjoyed lunch at the Coral 
Bay Bakery and then split up 
to do our own activities. Chris 
continues….I went down to 
the beach after lunch, inflating 
my heritage listed truck inner 
tube on which to float in 
between snorkelling. The 
water was pristine and inviting. 
Large fish the size of salmon 
(perhaps they were salmon) 
were close, looking very 
curiously at the visitor to their 
waters. Vastly different to my 
home North Beach where the 
only fish chasing me are 
blowies.
I did find Coral Bay very off 
putting - people everywhere 
and the place heaving. Hardly 
anybody was swimming at the 
pristine bay. Based on this 
experience I would not put 
this on my list for a holiday 
destination - but everyone is 
different!
Deb takes up her part of the 
trip….Leonie and I had a 
briefing from the quad bike 
tour leader and were fitted 
with helmets prior to 
departure.  It was then onto 
the bikes for an overview of 
the controls. I was the 
designated driver and you are 
not allowed to change during 
the tour so Leonie was going 
to be on the back as my 
passenger!
Initially we set off to the east 

of the town before heading 
south close to the coast and it 
soon became apparent, as 
warned, the track is rather 
‘rough’ and please do read 
this as significantly 
corrugated! Shortly after 

leaving the township and 
entering the dunes the tour 
guide put our quad bikes into 
4WD. We wove our way 
through sand dunes towards 

From p.19

Coral, canyon 
and turtles
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our destination of Turtle Cliffs. 
Some of the dunes had steep 
turns at the base and, 
combined with the 
corrugations, I kept wondering 
if Leonie was still there as my 
pillion passenger. I was 
pleased to turn around at the 
first stop to see she was still 
on the back! These tracks are 
shared with 4WD vehicles so 
we occasionally gave way to 
each other.
We spent some time at one of 
the two stops at Turtle Cliffs, 
where, below us you could 
see seagrass beds where the 
turtles graze. They surface 
about every five minutes or so 
when feeding to breathe. 
Several turtles surfaced and 
spend a short time floating 
before disappearing below 
the waves again. To us they 
looked fairly small but they 
must have been fairly large 
considering the distance from 
us! It was very exciting to see 
them. Moving onto the next 
part of the cliffs we saw more 
of them.
On the return journey I felt 
more confident with the bike 
and could manage the steep 
turns more easily and Leonie 
was still on the back when we 
got back to town!  It was a lot 
of fun along with the thrill of 
seeing the turtles.
It was, good timing, with Chris 
and David arriving back in the 
carpark at the same time as us 
and we decided we had 
enough time to get an ice 
cream from the specialty shop 
before beginning our journey 
back towards Exmouth. The 
drive back didn’t seem to take 

quite as long but probably 
due to a tail wind on the 
return journey.
The arrangement was to meet 
the others at Vlamingh 
Lighthouse to see the sunset 
but we had sufficient time to 
explore Charles Knife Canyon 
(22km south of Exmouth) on 
the way back. This drive was 
certainly the exact opposite of 
Shothole Canyon! The first 
section to the top of Cape 

Range is sealed and afforded 
spectacular views of the 
different areas of the canyon 
and also back across to the 
beautiful blue waters of 
Exmouth Gulf. Towards the top 
of the range the drive 
continues on an unmade road. 
There were a few puddles 
along this section from the 
recent rains. The tourist 

Cont. p.26
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Wandoo to Wandering
Day Trip

On Saturday 19 
September, 13 Subarus 

gathered at a petrol station in 
Karragullen for a day of 
exploring our beautiful 
wandoo forest near 
Wandering. It was a bit frosty, 
but the sun was shining after a 
stretch of rainy days. Perfect 
weather for a day trip.
Our very experienced leader, 
Ross, promised us forest, 
flowers and muddy cars by 
the end. There were a number 
of new members in the trip, so 
this was a chance to stretch 
their Subaru legs in safe 
company.
After some instructions about 
convoy etiquette, we were off 
heading south on Brookton 
Highway. Just as we entered 
the shire of Beverly, we left 
the bitumen and travelled 
down Pike Road 
toward Boyagarring 
Conservation Park near 
Wandering, where we would 
be spending the day. On the 
way we passed beautiful 
canola fields all in flower and 
green paddocks with sheep. 
Then the wandoo forest 
began.     
Our first stop was simply to 
pull over on the side of the 
road to climb a hill of wandoo 
and look at the diverse range 
of wildflowers. Ross taught us 
the difference between some 
of the trees and there were 
several wildflower lovers that 

could teach the rest of us the 
name of many of the plants we 
saw.
Then it was back on the road 
to our morning tea stop where 
there we climbed Boyagarring 
Rock. We were amazed at the 
wildflowers. I loved the lichen 
we found on the rock that 
looked like white flowers but 
when you looked closely it was 
more like coral.  The view 
looking northwest over green 
rolling hills was beautiful.  
Our next stop was lunch, back 
down the track near the 
entrance to Boyagarring 
conservation park. Here we sat 

in a circle to eat and chat. 
 One of the things I love 
about this club is the 
conversations I have with such 
interesting people. There is 

Cont. p.24

Wildflowers and a wandoo workout
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always a tip about improving 
my car or helpful advice about 
driving off road. For someone 
new to all this like myself, this 
is invaluable. Thank you 
everyone for being such a 
kind and helpful bunch. 
Vanessa and Greg had to 
leave after lunch. For the rest 
of us it was a lovely ride 
through the forest that was a 
little more challenging. This 
brought us to a creek and 
another rocky outcrop to 
climb with more flowers. Here 
there was evidence of wild 
boars where the mud had 
been turned over, tadpoles in 
the stream and rock towers 
made by previous visitors. Oh, 
and the crunchy lichen that 
was like coral at the last place, 

was now soft like a sponge 
after a sprinkling of rain.
At this point Ross said if 
anyone wanted leave early, 
they could or we could keep 
driving through the wandoo, 
with puddles on the track. No 
one wanted to miss that fun, 
so we all continued on. This 
was my favourite part of the 
trip. Especially the puddle that 

was deeper than I thought 
and I probably should not 
have gone through the 
centre. Exhilarating! 
On the way home the rain set 
in. This was perfect timing to 
wash off all the mud. I must 
say I loved this trip. Thank you 
Ross for organising it.

Mary Roberts

Wildflowers and a wandoo workout
From p.23

Sheepdog, wants work...
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I was able to find a simple folding 
bike carrier that attaches to the 

back of any vehicle. The one I used 
was the Bullet bike rack on eBay for 
about $40. It comes with some 
plastic coated hooks that are too 
thick to connect to the top of the 
tailgate and still allow the tailgate to 
open fully – more on that later. The 
hooks can be used with some 
standard cam buckle tie-downs from 
a hardware store to hook over the 
bottom of the tailgate. The extra 
(red) bike holders can be removed 
and I’ve also cut off the excess 
round tube steel (replacing the 
plastic ends) just so it’s not so long 
and protruding below the rear 
bumper. The frame doesn’t weigh 
much but to give it some support so 
it doesn’t drop onto the bumper I’ve 
used a suction cup dent puller 
(there’s probably a better way) that 
the frame sits on and the padded 
supports contact the tailgate as it 

Carry it on the outside
Problem: How to carry wet/muddy gear and/or rubbish 
whilst camping without a rear mounted spare tyre – unless 
you want to put it inside the vehicle.
Solution: Mount the carry bag on a removable frame. 
Here’s how I did it.

Cont. p. 26
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would if used as a bike rack.
The solution at the top of the 
tailgate involves yet another 
bike rack – the one I actually 
use to carry bikes. The Pacific 
bike rack has a plastic coated 
hook that is thinner than the 
Bullet. I visited my local bike 
shop and purchased two 
replacement straps to get the 
two hooks, cut the straps off 
and then threaded the cam 
buckle tie-down straps 
through them so the top is 
attached just like a bike rack. 
With a bit of trial and error I 
was able to get some heavy 
duty rubber (Clark Rubber) 
that I cut slots into so it 
provided some space between 
the tie-downs and the rear 
window so I could still use the 
rear wiper.
The last step after securing it 
to the vehicle between the 
number plate and rear lights 
was to attach the bag. 
Depending on what bag you 
use will depend how you 
attach it to the frame. I was 
able to cut off the excess 
webbing I wasn’t going to use 
just to make it look a bit 
neater.
One final tip which you may 
need is that when the weather 
is cold the gas in your tailgate 
struts may not have enough 
pressure. My 2010 Forester 
probably needed re-gassing 
so for $50 I was able to get 
them fixed with an extra 25% 
pressure added. It seems to 
have fixed the problem.

Mark Smithers

lookout – a short drive after 
turning right off the main track 
– afforded views across to 
Shothole Canyon and both 
the Indian Ocean and in the 
opposite direction to the 
Exmouth Gulf. There was also 
quite a number of wildflowers 
to be seen here.
With the sun getting lower in 
the sky, we set off for 
Vlamingh Head Lighthouse 
which is located 17km north of 
Exmouth. The waters the 
lighthouse overlooks are 
considered one of the most 
hazardous stretches of coast in 
the world. Following the wreck 
of the SS Mildura off the North 
West Cape in 1907 the 
lighthouse construction 
started in 1911 and began 
operations in 1912. It 

operated for sixty years when 
it was replaced in 1969 by a 
light mounted on tower 11 at 
the US Naval Communication 
Station Harold E. Holt base. 
The Vlamingh Head 
Lighthouse is one of the few 
places in Australia where both 
the sunrise and sunset can be 
seen over water. (Wikepedia 
sourced 22 August 2021).
The strong winds of the day 
had abated by evening so the 
air was warm and still at the 
lighthouse. Parking was at a 
premium with many visitors 
descending towards sunset! 
As per previous days water 
spouts from a few whales 
could be seen from time to 
time with occasional glimpses 
of them breaching the surface. 
The sunset over the ocean was 
beautiful and a lovely way to 
end a busy, exciting and 
interesting day.
Deborah and Chris Thyne
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Handy way to 
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Coral, canyons 
and turtles
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