October 2020

Coming events
October 2020
Tues 6
Committee meeting
Tues 13 Club general meeting
Sat 24
Annual dinner, Nannup
November 2020
Tues 3
Committee meeting
Fri 6 – Sun 8
Perth 4WD Show
Tues 10
AGM
Sun 15
Subaru Sunday Swim
December 2020
Tues 1
Committee meeting
Sat 15
Christmas party
January 2021
Fri 22 – Sat 30
Esperance Adventures
February 2021
Sat 27–1 Mar
Nornalup Nature Navigations
April 2021
Sat 2–Mon 5
Murchison Station Refresher

Annual Dinner and
Awards Night
24 October

J

oin us for our annual night of nights where we
enjoy a yummy meal and some award
presentations
both
serious
and
silly.
This year’s annual dinner will be held at the Nannup
Lawn Bowling Club. Dinner will be from 6pm and
will be a roast and
Make a
dessert.

weekend of it

There will be a bar where
members can buy drinks, and in the afternoon we
will have a fun bowling competition.
Nannup is a lovely town that has a lovely walk along
the Blackwood River and lots of little shops
displaying locally-made products - ready for
Christmas presents.
On the way down if you travel down South West
Highway, Balingup and Bridgetown are great towns
to stop in for a wander. The dinner is Saturday night
but you can make a weekend of it if you are retired

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.
P.O. BOX 434, SOUTH PERTH, W. A. 6951
http://www.subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Subaru4wdClubWA/
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Subaru 4WD Club of WA Inc. 2019/20 Committee
PRESIDENT: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558
president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
SECRETARY: Deborah Thyne
0420 791 762
secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
TREASURER:
Joy Unno
0429 374 709
treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
SOCIAL ORGANISER:
Joanne Norton
0411 151 024
social@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR:
Travis Maskey
0422 815 737
trips@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
EDITOR:
Stephan Millett
0405 221 845
editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
David Peck 0402 177 886, Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969, Ross Mead 0417 920 848, Mark
Smithers 0415 954 898, Karen Eldridge 0412 133 629
Contact ‘all committee’: comm@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
MERCHANDISE:
David Peck 0402 177 886
WEBMASTER:
Rob Grifﬁths 0411 249 933
Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969
4WD ASSOC DELEGATES:
Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558
Keith Low
0407 477 980
MEMBERSHIP CO-ORDINATOR:
Ross Mead
0417 920 848
membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
PROPERTY OFFICER:
Tony Richards
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER:
tbc
environment@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
SOCIAL MEDIA:
tbc

Club member of the Year 2018-2019:
Stephan Millett

Life members:
Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, Ian
Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw, Ron Caunce, Jim Wilcox and Tony Richards

Masthead image:The Pleiades Star Cluster, Tony Hallas http://www.astrophoto.com/images.htm
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"Mum, this is wildﬂower season"
For those who don't know us we are
a family of 4, with the 5th member
due mid March 2021.
I would like to thank the members for
their constant teaching and
explanations of the world around us
and including Nathan in the
conversation about the places we visit.
His 5th birthday was in late September
and he requested an Australian Desert
habitat cake. It had to include the
wildﬂowers he had seen in photos
from members because "Mum it is
wildﬂower season". Julia Moore

A roller coaster of a year

H

ear ye hear ye! Well,
hasn’t 2020 been a
Roller Coaster ride
sitting
on
a
seat
of
pinecones!
The ride has been bumpy for
some as we’ve explored
remote corrugated and rough
roads and smooth for others
that
have
enjoyed
the
shimmering rock formations in
the Porongurups. We’re only
¾ the way through the year
and we’ve got the best to
come.
Speaking of bumpy roads…
We just had our Annual Finska

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Tournament. New participants
experienced the unpredictable
nature of the throwing pin.
Some mastered the art quickly
while others failed to make a
mark on the scoreboard.
There’s a new champion in
town who, against the desires
of fellow competitors, took top
honours. Read on for the full
results.
Our Annual Awards Night is
coming up soon, then followed
by the Perth 4WD and
Adventure Show which we will
be attending as a club within
the WA 4WD Association main

stand. Following that is our
ever-popular Beach Drive day
trip and a social to wind up
the year. Get your names
down ASAP to any of the
above before spots are gone.
While all that’s going on our
club’s
Annual
General
Meeting will occur on 10
November. As per the
Constitution, all positions
become vacant and we open
for nominations and elections
of the roles. Any current
Member can nominate for
any role, so, if you’d like to
help the running of the club
and get amongst. Cont. p. 6
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Wind, rain and
cold no bar for
Finska finals

T

he Subaru 4WD club Finska World
Championship has been run and
won. The weather conditions were
trying, with gusty winds and a spot of rain
before the practice rounds. So a usual
Trav trip. I really need to speak to
someone about that. Could I sue for
discrimination? I digress.
The ﬁrst play-in round comprised Tony, the
Gills and JoJo (DooDoo if you’re
Adelaide). Play was rather slow and it took
a few throws to get going. There were a
few contenders for the bung chuck, and
what I consider the potential winner came
from this match. Eventually, after 9 throws,
each, we had the winners. Brody Gill, a
dark horse, unseeded, and a real
contender for the cup was ﬁrst to get to
50. Tony the outsider got second and
another throw later Jo got third.
The other play-in round had: Adrian,
previous ﬁnalist in the last three years;
Mel, last year's winner, and a strong
contender this year as well; Ray Dobson,
in the top 5 in my mind; Jo Dobson,
another dark horse, and one to watch; and
Travis, a ﬁnalist in the last three years as
well, hungry for the trophy, and looking to
take it.
It didn’t take Adrian long to get to 50.
Seven throws in very trying conditions. A
very impressive effort really. Ray was right
behind. Travis took a few more throws to
get there. But Mel, continuing the
winner's curse, was knocked out. It looked
like she couldn’t get into the groove that
made her so dominant last year. It is
possible that the pause, like in so many
other sports affected her performance.
The ﬁnal was set. The players, ready. The
wind wouldn’t bugger off. The rain looked
like it was coming in, so we started right

Above: Adrian finally
wins the prize. Here
here receives the
trophy from last year's
winner, Mel
Right: Adrian is
flanked by second
place-getter Tony (left)
and third place winner
Brodie.

after the play-in. The play was sub-par,
compared to previous years. It took seven
or eight throws to get to the magic
number. Adrian was the eventual winner.
Brody, the dark horse, was the next to get
there, and Tony, the outsider, took third
place.
The Bung Chuck is still up for grabs. With
the wind, there were a lot of possible
winners there. The videos for each of the
ﬁnalists are going to be shown at the next
general meeting to be voted on. I think in
my mind there will be one winner, but who
knows?
Thanks for all who took part. You are all
winners in my book. Now to get the urine
sample off to the lab, and we can make it
ofﬁcial at the Annual dinner. Travis Maskey

https://www.subaruosbornepark.com.au/
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President's Report, from p. 3
the Committee please contact any
of us on the roles and what’s
involved. Keeping in accordance of
the Constitution we have capped
Executive
positions
at
four
Consecutive years. That does mean
I cannot re-nominate for the
wonderful
position
of
Club
President I’ve grown in to these
past four years. You’ve got one
more month of putting up with me
before someone else gets to ﬁll this
page.
Restriction easing dates continue to
be
pushed
back,
currently
estimated until mid-late October so
our Online (ZOOM) and in Person
Meeting Room (max 25) style of
meetings will continue. A trip
placeholder on our website will be
there. We only need to use this for
those attending in person now. Just
to ensure we keep to our 25-person
limit. We’ve usually had around 1015 people, so still space for more.
There are a few ways to tune in
online! We’ve created a Facebook
event, which includes the Zoom
meeting link. There’s also a Trip
setup on the website with all the
details/links.
Read on to Trav’s section on the
rest of the upcoming trips and get
your name down. You’ll only regret
the trips you missed.
Voting for our awards must be
done urgently so all printing and
engraving can get processed in
time. Please read the recent email,
jump online and get all your votes
in.
New enthusiasts have put their
hand up at the recent WA 4WD
Association AGM. There’s a buzz of
energy and ambition. We will
endeavour to keep you up to date
with all that’s happening.
Don’t forget our Club sponsors
during this time. It’s just as hard for
them as it is us and we need to
make sure we’re all in this together.
Safe Subaruing! The Pres. – Adrian
Longwood
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Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 10 November
Vote for
Trip of the year
Club member of the year
Trip leader of the year

... and more

Go to trips on the website and follow the links.
Remember to make sure the name is correct, as the
ﬁll-in form ﬁlls in the name of the ﬁrst person on the
Members list

And don't forget the Silly Awards

Trips report
Hi All. The Subaru 4WD club Finska World
Championship has been played and won. Congrats
to Adrian, who made the most of the bad conditions
of the day. He had a dominant performance, and it’s
about time he won it.
A special tip of the hat to Brody Gill. A ﬁrst time
player, he was rather good. If he plays again he could
be one to put money on. The Bung Chuck is still up
for grabs this year. I’m working on the videos for
voting, and some of them are spectacular. Voting for
the Bung will take place at the October general
meeting. And the Trophy will be presented at the
annual dinner.
Speaking of the Annual Dinner, there is still plenty of
room for those still wanting to go. They are a fun
event where we present the awards for the best trip,
best social, best trip leader and the member of the
year. There are also silly awards handed out as well. If
you can think of something that someone has done
that is worthy of a mention, head to the trip and hit
the awards tab. It’s that simple.
The last thing I want to put out there is that the AGM
is rapidly coming up. Have a think about either
joining the committee, or one of the executive rolls.
Most aren’t so hard as most believe.
The hardest position is the Editor. Stephan makes it
look easy, and has, in my opinion, elevated it to a
new level. Just have a think about what you or
someone else could handle, and put a name
forward. See you out there. Travis

Subaru 4WD Club of WA Newsletter

7

A great day out at the Inn
More than 20 Members and guests signed up for
lunch and a chat at the Yanchep Inn early in
August. Parks Passes were dusted off to get in
and quite a few made the most of the ﬁne day
with a stroll in the bush and by the lake.

www.belmonttyrepower.com.au

www.claremonttyrepower.com.au

www.osborneparktyrepower.com.au
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Left: It's
morning
tea!
Middle: Loic
watches
Adrian
guide
Stephan
Below:
Adrian
steps lively
as Stu
closes in

Fun in the forest
It was the ﬁrst of two trips to the
Wandoo forest east of Perth, and
it was a great day. We cruised
through beautiful treescapes,
tracks and creeks and were
treated to informative radio chat
on the species around us.
And then Adrian found the ruts,
so we had a lovely time learning
how to guide each other - and
trust each other - over tricky
ground.

www.subaruwangara.com.au
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Wandering about Weowanie
Day 1 Sunday 19 July

O

n this trip I had the
luxury of being a Nathan
passenger
in takes off
Oscar the Outback and from
ferried around very ably by morning
tea with
Jo.
Thanks,
Jo!
his camera
We arrived early, before
anyone else, at the Caltex
Station on Great Eastern
Hwy so we popped up the
road to see a friend of Jo’s
Driving on for a few more east of Duladgin Rock
and have a quick cup of
hours, we stopped for lunch around 1900. Near the turncoffee. More people had
off the highway in a bush off to Weowanie Rock, the
turned up by the time we
spot with lovely orange convey stopped to look at
got back and we were soon
coloured bark on the gum the isolated grave of
on the way out to another
trees and a rusty discarded Thomas William Davidson, a
great
Ian
and
Nina
washing machine. Nathan Scottish woodcutter who
woodlands
adventure.
had his camera out and was died there on 28 May 1895
Besides Trip Leaders Ian and
taking pictures. After fuelling at the age of 35 according
Nina, there were Jo and Joy
to the
in Oscar, and "...the history of pre-Quaternary and late
headstone.
David Peck, Keith
Quaternary lacustrine sequences in salt
This data did
Low and Keith
lakes can be complicated."
not match with
Wilcox, all in their
the
Foresters. On the way we
up at Yellowdine, we headed accompanying sign which
connected with the Moore
North on the Marvel Loch stated he was a water borer
family (Jason, Julia, Nathan
road, passing Duladgin Rock. aged 40 (who died of
and
Adelaide)
and
This large granite outcrop suicide). Ah well, it was a
continued on for a couple of
was mentioned in the notes very long time ago and the
hours before stopping for
of Charles Cooke Hunt, www.outbackgraves.org had
morning tea at Cunderdin.
surveyor and explorer, who done an excellent job of
Alas, the coffee van was not
passed that way on an refurbishing and maintaining
there but a Toyota 4WD
expedition to the East in the historical grave site.
attracted interest with a rear
1864 and again later, looking Little Adelaide certainly
set-up that had a purple
to cut a track and dig wells enjoyed hanging on to the
mini-rubbish bin and hand
for
a
stock
route.
sturdy metal bars enclosing
sanitiser ﬁxed to the gerry
A Government rectangular,
the site. As we forged on
can.
timbered well was ﬁnally built towards our Cont. p.12 Day
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Weowanie Day 1, from p.10
camp site and afternoon tea, the
landscape of eucalypt woodland
changed into a series of
samphire ﬂats and salt lakes
which unusually had water in
them as a result of good rain in
the previous weeks. Thes small
lakes and the larger salt lakes to
the North are relicts of the
Yilgarn River Paleo-drainage
System and that’s probably all
you need to know about that as
the history of pre-Quaternary
and late Quaternary lacustrine
sequences in salt lakes can be
complicated. The reﬂection of
the lake-fringing vegetation in
the water was very picturesque,
even in the overcast conditions.
Eventually we found a suitable
spot near Weowanie Rock
amongst the gimlets and morels
and set up tents. In Ian and
Nina’s case, they were trying out
their new RV3 Oztent which
looked quite easy to put up with
two people. There was abundant
wood available and we soon
were warming ourselves around
the campﬁre as the sun went
down in a golden glow in the
West. Most people had brought
something already prepared
from Perth for dinner. Julia and
Jason were a well-practiced
team in feeding the kids and
getting them off to bed. Most
people retired reasonably early
as it had been a long drive. We
were
looking
forward
to
exploring Weowanie Rock in the
morning.
Joy Unno

Weowanie Day 2
Monday 20 July 2020

A

fter a mild night a fresh north-easterly breeze came
up in the morning, and only the lovely sunshine kept
it from being quite cool. We enjoyed an extended
breakfast before most of the party - other than Nina, who
had seen it before, and Keith W, who was birding - went
to explore Weowanie Rock for a couple of hours.
On our initial climb we saw a number of the wind and
sand-carved rocks that we were to ﬁnd many more of
scattering the surface of the main rock. Over and above
the rough and convoluted surface of the main rock, these
bore stark testament to the persistent and effective force
of nature and time, even on an apparently unyielding
subject! The cairn at the high point was a reasonably
substantial one, about 1.5 metres or more in height, and
several of us added stones. An old, weathered timber
post extended a similar distance from the top but it didn’t
seem to bear any signiﬁcant or identifying inscriptions as
these additions sometimes do. Nearby, a small plaque
had been ﬁxed to the rock as a memorial to a gentleman
who had camped at Weowanie in 2008, and died in
2010.
Another prominent feature on the rock was the
abundance of water in pools of various sizes, signs of the
substantial rainfall in the region during the previous week.
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From p.12

One of the larger pools in
the early stages of our
exploration was the result of
a small man-made rock and
earth dam. Ian thought he
could recall that the ﬁrst
European explorer of this
region, Charles Cooke Hunt,
had written of developing
two ‘tanks’ on Weowanie by
this
method,
but
the
relatively small size of this
one made him doubt it was
one
of
them.
Other
depressions were ﬁlled with
miniature
‘gardens’
of
verdant mosses as well as
toadstools and sundews
(Drosera sp.), and were quite
striking under certain light
angles. Midway along the
rock we gathered around a
fascinating weather-carved
rock
formation
largely
surrounded by pools of
water.
It
was
highly
photogenic in itself, and
became more so when a
natural alcove and ledge in

the larger of the rocks
became the site for little
Adelaide to sit with dad Jason
for
a
snack.
Not far down the northwestern ﬂank of the rock from
this point we came across
what was deﬁnitely one of
Hunt’s tanks, formed by a
substantial rock and earth wall
– which seemed to have been
augmented
by
cement
subsequently. It held back a
signiﬁcant pool of crystal clear

water
with
a
healthy
population of large tadpoles
that fascinated young Nathan.
However, whilst there were
several healthy specimens of
dianella growing on the dam
wall itself, a couple of small
acacias
had
reasonably
recently
died,
perhaps
evidence of a lengthy dry
spell before the recent rain.
Some of us dispersed more
widely to see if we could ﬁnd
a second large tank, but
without any luck. Maybe that
meant the small tank we’d
seen earlier was the second.
Before heading back to camp
for lunch we checked out a
magniﬁcent kurrajong tree
[Brachychiton gregorii] in a
low spot in the rock that
could be accessed by vehicles
from the main track skirting
the rock. It was at least 10
metres in height and a similar
width across the crown Cont. p. 14
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From p. 13
which is a signiﬁcant size
for the species - and
seemingly in ‘rude health’.
It was unsurprising that it
was
surrounded
by
evidence that people had
considered it a suitable
spot to camp over the
years.
Once lunch had gone
down most of us decided
to take an afternoon drive
to explore to the north,
whilst Ian and Nina and the
Moore
family
enjoyed
some quiet time in camp.
The idea was to explore
some tracks that formed a
return route north to the
railway
line
east
of
Koolyanobbing and back
to camp, circumnavigating
Lake Eva. Ian had checked
out the tracks on Google
Earth but we were unsure
how trafﬁcable they would
be, especially given the
recent rainfall. Not far out
of
camp
we
passed
through the vermin-proof
fence via a gate that was
exceptionally heavy and
difﬁcult to move! A little
way further on we came
across a long, low, steel
construction
unlike
anything any of us had
seen
before.
It
was
probably a relic from when
this was pastoral country
but none of us could
fathom what use it may

have been put to, so some
photos were taken before
moving
on.
The
tracks
were
quite
passable, although the going
was somewhat slow. There
were some arrow signs
attached to trees which,
together
with
distinctive
wheel marks, suggested there
had been one or more
competitive
motorcycle
enduro-type events in the
area. At one stage, these led
us a little astray from the main
track but we were soon back
on course and crossing a
narrow drainage line between
lakes Seabrook and Eva. It
had water ﬂowing gently
along it, and might normally
have provided some concern
about safe trafﬁcability, but a
small ‘corduroy’ crossing had
been placed there using thin
logs laid side-by-side across
the track, so the crossing was
uneventful. However, shortly
afterwards the track got

somewhat rougher and,
given that it had taken over
an hour to travel 15km from
camp, it became evident
that we would not have
time to complete the
planned circuit in the time
available. A track shown on
our maps that we thought
may serve to cut across to
the return track was soon
found to be overgrown so
we were obliged to return
by our outward route. On
the way back we noticed
and inspected the remains
of an old truck - again
probably a relic from
pastoral days, although it
could also have been used
for sandalwood collection.
Most of the mechanical
parts had been salvaged
but the cab/chassis and the
tray remained, albeit the
tray was upside down. The
wheels
were
scattered
around, as were a couple of
Cont. p. 15

Picture: Mr and Mrs Gilbert's Whistler, by Keith Wilcox.
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From p. 14
ﬂagon-sized bottles. Perhaps
the failure of the truck had
driven the operator to (a
substantial)
drink!
On returning to camp, again
via the rather recalcitrant
gate, we found that the
others had had some ﬂeeting
company in the form of a
motorbike and a couple of
big fourbys. Unfortunately,
they had found ﬁt to drive up
on
the
rock,
an
environmentally
damaging
and
insensitive
practice,
before disappearing to parts
unknown.
Keith L went for another walk
to explore the rock for a
possibility of a second large
tank. He was unsuccessful,
but amongst sheoaks up on
the top of the rock he did
come across a big campsite
featuring an exceptionally
large rock ﬁreplace and a big
ﬂat-stone seat or table with
wooden legs. It turned out
that Ian and Nina had seen
this on an earlier visit some
years
ago..
The evening was very
pleasant with enough clear
skies to enjoy the stars, and
with a number of us taking
the cue from Nina and Ian
cooking on the campﬁre. We
weren’t quite in their class
but none of us starved! We
were primed for a ‘moving
day’ and more exploring
tomorrow.
Keith Low

15

Jason and Adelaide find a cave and a seat.

Association has new Chair
Although the WA 4WD Associaion has a new Chair, the
crucial Secretary position has not been ﬁlled. And more
committee members are needed.
The new Chair is Elizabeth Harding from Armadale 4WD
club. Vice-chair is Keith Evans. T
The new Chair reported that two clubs have withdrawn from
the Association, leaving the 1025 members in afﬁliated
clubs.
The next clean-up day at Kaarakin is October 18.
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