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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

We’re doing well, and it’s great to be back on
the road again, but we still need to be careful
What an exciting month! It was great to get back
outdoors and on a couple trips again – especially
with a campfire to enjoy. I hope you all made it out
somewhere.
WA is obviously doing really well stopping the
spread of Covid-19 and so have we as a club. With
our well-developed COVID plan we’ve been able to
run trips in compliant ways and I thank the
committee for developing it, trip leaders for
enforcing it and yourselves on trips for following it.
We aren’t clear yet so our COVID measures are still
in place and aligned with Government restrictions.
What that means for the Club general meeting is
that we are allowed 25 people back in our meeting
venue in South Perth. What it does mean is we
can’t all fit, but don’t worry, we will run the online
ZOOM meeting again, so you have the option to tune in online or pop in. Read
on further in the mag for full meeting details and keep an eye out for the email
link with the ZOOM details. We will be asking you to confirm in advance if you
are attending or not so we don’t accidentally have more than 25 rock up and
have people sitting outside.
Get your names down now! The annual dinner has been announced. It’s
always a fantastic night for the club. It’s down in Nannup and details are all up
on our website.
This g weekend we’re off camping in the Wandoo Forest beyond Mundaring
on a joint expedition with Chris Moreton from Western 4WDriver magazine
and we will feature in some upcoming editions!
Read on for the rest of the upcoming trips and get your name down. You’ll only
regret the trips you missed. Also, don’t forget our club sponsors during this
time. It’s just as hard for them as it is us and we need to make sure we’re all in
this together. Safe Subaruing! The Pres. – Adrian Longwood
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July meeting – in person, or online via Zoom
The July meeting will be back in the Mopoke Room in the South Perth Library,
and will run concurrently online using Zoom, at the usual time of 7.30pm
With the usual register for all names at the door you will need to add a contact
number beside your name. No tea or coffee will be provided but there is a
hot/cold water tap if you want to fill your own bottle/mug. We are allowed up
to 25 attendees for the room size and chairs will be spaced accordingly.
An email will ask you to confirm if you’re attending in-person or online. We are
encouraging most members to tune in online so that those without online
capabilities - and guests - can attend. It will be at 7.30pm. For those online.
you’ll need a computer with a microphone and a camera to join via a web link,
or a smartphone or tablet using the Zoom app (android or iOS) – but please
download and test that it works before logging in to the meeting.
During the meeting, please mute your microphone unless needing to speak
and find a quiet room or reduce background noises. Do not eat or snack. And
consider what is in the background when your camera is on (best if it is a wall).

4

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWSLETTER

Weowanie weavings

FORTHCOMING TRIPS

July 19 – 25

New tracks to explore, the very best bush
camping, starry nights, and surrounded
by nature in the Great Western
Woodlands, with occasional interjected
history. Enjoy pristine flora, fauna,
geology and scenery; and historical
interjections.
This trip is being led by Ian Johnson and
Nina McLaren, who really know how to
cook in the bush. The trip is full at the
moment, but put your name down on a waiting list and hope you become one
of the lucky ones. This trip is in the Great Western Woodlands in an area northeast of Southern Cross.

Lancelin sand dunes
July 26 – day trip

We're off to bound around the
Lancelin sand dunes for the day.
Join us to see how your Subaru
negotiates these magnificent soft,
rolling, white sand dunes
We will split into groups
depending on experience and start off easy, progressing to something more
challenging. It is a fun day in a safe area, with experienced members who will
give you advice on all facets of driving on sand, including tyre pressures,
choosing the right gear ratios and how to get out after getting stuck in the
sand.
This is suitable for all model 4WD Subarus (except unlifted Libertys or
Imprezas). Outbacks have had a few front clearance problems in the past, so if
these owners have any concerns please contact the trip leader. Also it pays to
remove the plastic splash tray under the engine if it has not already been
replaced with a sump guard. Leader: Adrian Longwood
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FORTHCOMING TRIPS

Mount Augustus (pic: parks.DPAW.wa.gov.au - Roxanne Pendreigh)

Mt Augustus and Kennedy Ranges
August 15 – 23

The first day of this trip ends with us camping near Cue, then on to Mount
Augustus caravan park before heading to the Kennedy Ranges for two nights
under the stars. Then there are two nights at Wooleen Station before heading
to Coalseam national park and then heading home.
Mount Augustus National Park covers
more than 600,000 hectares and its
centrepiece is a sandstone inselberg.
The rock, which the local Wajarri
people call Burringurrah has some
notable areas of rock art, and a
majestic view for those who make the
climb to the top. Like many large
outcrops, rainwater run-off
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from Mount August supports plant life that cannot survive in the
surrounding plains.
The groves of river gums in places around its base support vibrant birdlife,
lizards and kangaroos. Permanent water at Cattle Pool is a great site for
waterbirds.
There are similarities between Mount Augustus and Uluru: both are sandstone
and both stand out from their surrounding planes, but Mount Augustus is
geologically older and larger.
The Kennedy Ranges are around 75km long and between 12 and 25km wide.
The eastern side of the range is made of steep rubble slopes. There is an
ancient dune and vegetation system on the top of the range and on the
western side there are freshwater springs that are of cultural importance to
the local Inggarda people and which provide water for animals and plants in
times when other places have dried up.
Camping at Mount Augustus will be at the official camping and caravan ground.
In the Kennedy Ranges, camping is in a bush campsite within the National Park.
There is no water available here, and National Park fees apply. Trip leaders
Ross Mead and David Peck.

Come for lunch in Yanchep National Park
August 2

We’ve planned a lovely day out at
Yanchep National Park, with the
added bonus of lunch at the
Yanchep Inn overlooking the
bush.
We will be having lunch from 12 at
the Inn. So, turn up just for lunch,
or make a day of it and spend the
morning or afternoon walking
around the park.
You will need to pay park entry to get into the Inn so if you have your annual
parks pass don't forget to bring that. If you haven't purchased a parks pass yet
and you are an RAC member you can get them at 50% off. Non-concession
entry is $15 per car. Leader: Jo Norton
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Porongurup posing
September 26 – 28

Take a trip down Albany Highway to
the Porongurup Tourist Park. From
there we will explore the area. Some
wildflowers should be around and a
walk up to Castle Rock Granite
Skywalk makes for great viewing for
those who dare.
We’ll also be running a competition
Granite Skywalk. Image: Wikipedia
for the photo of the best (safe!) pose in
a location on this trip.
FORTHCOMING TRIPS
Non-powered sites for 8 vehicles have
been booked at Porongurup Range Tourist Park. If you are wanting to have a
powered site you will need to book directly with them. Get in fast as their spots
will fill fast.
https://poronguruprangetouristpark.com.au/.
We will spend the weekend moseying around the area. If anyone has a specific
request for places to go please let me know. If anyone is good with wildflowers
and has some suggestions to see them, again please let me know. Bring all your
camping gear and food for the weekend. We will stop at a bakery or two on
the way through.
Cost for an unpowered site is $30 per site per night for up to 2 people. Any
additional adults are $10 per person and children up to 16 are $6 per
person. There is other non-camping accommodation in the area if you want to
join us but don't want to camp. Trip leader, Jo Norton

Wanted: ideas for a trip taking off from this one
The week following the Porongurup trip is school holidays and we need
ideas – and a trip leader – to carry on camping in the Great Southern. There
are some great locations, plus places to taste the best produce from this
area. Send ideas to one of the Club committee members please. If you are
unsure about leading a trip then you can be buddied up with someone who
knows a thing or two about how to do it.
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Rocking on in a Corona Crazy Cruise May 23 – 24
I was itching to get out of the suburbs after the
TRIP REPORTS
lockdown so was delighted to see the CCC
advertised. Fiona and I joined Travis and Katie to
the northern wheatbelt to blow out the cobwebs. I travelled up the new Tonkin
highway north to Muchea which takes 15 minutes off the previous route to
meet the Maskeys at Bindoon Bakehaus for a leisurely 9 am start. After buying
the obligatory takeaway coffee and cake we headed up the Great Northern
Highway. Travis and Katie were in separate cars to give them both a good run.
The traffic was very light with most going south, I guess. Just before Dalwallinu
we turned off to – Kalannie a place
I had never been to before, a
pleasant little town with a good
general store which we got to in
plenty of time before it closed at
12.30. After filling up we drove to
Petrudor rocks for lunch at another
place I had not seen before.
The rocks are fairly flat and there
was an almost dried-up pool at the
base which attracted a couple of birds. I went birding in the bush without much
success. Travis went walking over the rocks and Katie and Fiona went off
somewhere else and came back saying they had found an injured raptor. It
turned out to be a Goshawk which was unable to fly; whether it had a broken
wing or had taken a poison bait was undecided. We debated whether to try to
capture it for rehabilitation but looking at the talons and sharp beak decided
to leave it to its fate. The weather had been warm and sunny, making it a great
day to see this uncommonly visited area.
From Petrudor rocks Travis took us south then east along some well graded
gravel roads to Newcarlbeon rock 30km north-west of Koorda – a third new
location for me. Here was our campsite for the night and we shared it on our
own. Newcarlbeon has a modern well maintained long drop and plenty of area
to camp. Adjacent is a huge water tank set next to more flat rocks. After setting
up camp I went off birding, finding a small runoff pool of water near the tank.
There were a few flies around so fly nets were donned. Sitting down
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overlooking the pool I
was rewarded with sightings of a
pair of Mulga parrots and a
couple of honeyeaters not seen
around Perth.
Late in the afternoon the wind
started to pick up; the
preliminary front of the storm
predicted on Sunday. Prior to
dinner Travis got out a large
spray bottle of hand sanitiser to
follow the club’s guidelines and
had brought a bag of wood to set
a fire in the concrete fireplace.
This was welcomed after dinner We found an injured goshawk, but its talons and
as it got cooler when the sun beak helped us decide not to try to rescue it …!
went down. The wind blew all
night and by morning it was still blowing and it was overcast. I got up early and
went birding again near the tank but the wind was keeping the birds away.
Breakfast finished and packed up we left around 8.15am via Cadoux to Wongan
Hills where we stopped at a nice café for morning tea. The lady there was very
glad to see us and we were able to sit down at a table for the first time in
months. She makes and sells very good cakes and fudge. Note: if you go there
she is only open Thursday to Sunday.
The trip home via Calingiri takes you past Lake Ninan which when I have passed
before had water in it but because of the lack of rain this year was just a salt
lake. The wind was still blowing a gale and the dry paddocks were shedding all
their topsoil and probably some seeds planted before the predicted storm. It
was like driving through an orange fog with visibility down to 20m in places.
We got to Bindoon before light rain started and Fiona and I stopped to pick up
some mandarins.
Thanks to Travis and Katie for a great weekend, good company and introducing
me to a number of places I had not been to before. As a footnote, since filling
up at Kalannie the wind was behind us most of the way and for the 350km
return trip I averaged 6.9litres/100km - not bad for a 2.5 CVT! Keith Wilcox\
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Tues 8. General meeting
Aug 29-Sept 05 Lakes East of
Boulder.
Sat 12-Sun 13. Dryandra
overnight.
Sat 26-Mon 28. Porongurup
Posing
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CLUB CALENDAR
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TTTa is back on track
The Tending the Tracks Alliance has started activities again and the first
small bit of good news is that a project aimed at involving ex-services
veterans may be able to get funds from a new source and get going –
although on a smaller scale.
Also coming up: a busy bee with DBCA on the Wanagarren Track on
August1; possible new works at Greenhead/Leeman; talks with the 4WD
Association about the TTTa Carbon Emissions Offsets Proposal; and The
third annual Chingarrup Family Nature Event is booked in for Feb 26 March 1 next year.
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It was damp, but – with damper to start – our
Camp Oven Cookout came up with the goods!
Back to Nature Caravan Park, Wanerie : June 27 – 28
I had been keeping a close eye on the weather in the days before the weekend,
hoping that I would not need to cancel the trip. While the weather did not
look all that good, it was not getting any worse with a forecast of a possible 510 mm of rain for Wanerie. I had confirmed with the park that there was
shelter (a shed) available if we wanted it and Adrian had said he would also
bring along a couple of gazebos. So, the trip was on!
I was particularly heartened by an email I had received from Brian Overste on
Friday evening (he and his wife Leonie had gone up on Friday) stating
“Beautiful here at the moment!”. With them at the park were Tony and
Pauline Henry, who had also gone up a day early. Both couples were in Avans.
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On Saturday morning, I checked the
weather yet again and, to my surprise, the
forecast had actually improved and only 15mm of rain as forecast. Good news.
There were 10 members on the trip – 4
were already there, Adrian/Melanie and
Stuart were making their own way there
and Guy and Jo were going in convoy with
me. As it turned out, Jo managed to arrive
at the meeting point an hour early!!?? So,
she gave me call to let me know she was
heading straight on. That left Guy and I to
head up together at 2pm in gloomy
Chicken surprise, and a welcome gazebo
weather and some rain. It was an
uneventful trip and it took us about 45
minutes to get there and join the
group. It was not raining when we got
there and I set up in the dry.
The fire was already on the go thanks
to Brian and Leonie, who had
collected some wood. Adrian’s two
gazebos soon popped up and not long
after cooking was underway. First up was damper with maple syrup – which
went down a treat. The mains came at about 6.30 – chicken surprise, beef
casserole, lamb stew, hot potatoes and salad. And, as usual, there was plenty
to go around – all very tasty, thank you very much. For dessert, we had berry
crumble, chocolate mousse and ice cream – appreciated by all.
It did rain somewhat during the afternoon, but we were all safe and sound
under the gazebos, enjoying good conversation and the odd wine or two. And
the fire kept going. People headed off to bed about 9pm. Nice to be out in the
bush again! Tony Richards
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Let loose from lockdown we headed for the
hills … in the Helena and Aurora Ranges
Day 1: Saturday May 30
This was the first post Covid-19 lock-down trip for all of us so it was with much
excitement that we gathered at the trip start point in Midland on this cool and
rainy Saturday morning. A prospective new member, Stephen Green had also
joined us. He has recently bought a new Forester and was keen to try it out
with the intent of joining the Club. After a signing of the trip sheet and a
briefing from trip leader David Peck, we started our Subarus and set-off east
along the Great Eastern Highway at 0805 hrs. Our destination was the Helena
and Aurora Ranges, approximately 50 km north of Koolyanobbing via Southern
Cross.
The Helena and Aurora Ranges are a special place to Subaru 4WD club
members who have visited the area on a number of occasions. The ranges are
formed from banded ironstone and situated within the Great Western
Woodland. Their conservation and recreation value has been threatened by
the impact of iron ore mining. Fortunately, intense lobbying from conservation
and recreation groups (including the 4WD fraternity) has convinced the
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government to not approve
mining in the area and to instead
make it a Conservation Park with
proposed future protection as a
National Park.
The Great Eastern Highway did not
have a lot of traffic on it so the drive
was easy. There were plenty of
seeded paddocks along the way with
farmers obviously expecting (hoping
for) a good season. We even
managed to see some new lambs in
paddocks next to the road.
A quick comfort stop was called at
Cunderdin. The clouds were fewer
here with some sunshine appearing.
There was also an opportunity to grab
a quick coffee and snack from the
roadside coffee van.
On to Merredin, arriving at 11am. We
had our official morning-tea stop
here. Everyone dashed off to the
Bakery or Café 56 for their coffee and
cake fix. The town centre was busy with the locals out doing their Saturday
morning shop and catch-up. After polishing off our eclairs, cheese cake, vanilla
slices, coffee etc., it was back on the road to Southern Cross.
We pulled into Southern Cross at 12.45 and after a refuel it was time for lunch
at the Rotary Park on the main street. The breeze was a tad cool so it was a
quick lunch then back into our warm cars for the 50 km drive to Koolyanobbing.
At Koolyanobbing, we were greeted by a security guard at a road checkpoint.
His role was meet people coming through the area and provide them
18

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWSLETTER
with info on
Covid-19 requirements of
the camp and mining
operation if they were
staying there. He also
collected names and
contact
details
of
everyone travelling past
that point. When we told
him where we were
going, he advised us that
the Helena and Aurora
Ranges could be pretty There was a signal, and Deb turned her back on the view to
busy as there had already make a call
been 30 cars that day and 15 the previous day going there.
After following the signs to get through Koolyanobbing, we headed north along
the road (track) to the Ranges. This was a “”tricky track” with quite a few
“lumpy-bumpy” bits and “whoopty-doos” along the road (in Deb’s terms).
There was some discussion about the unfairness of it all given that the mining
operation has a
… wonderful … being back in the bush,
private two- lane
around a camp fire with friends
bitumen haul road
paralleling our track about 50m away for most of the journey.
Finally, we were there. David led us into an excellent camp spot amongst the
trees on the south side of the range at 3.30. We all leapt out of our cars and
took a deep breath of that wonderful bush air. It was then into camp set-up
with tents out, camp fire lit, Subaloo erected and chairs, nibbles and drinks laid
out. What a wonderful end to the day being back in the bush, sitting around a
camp fire eating and drinking with friends whilst watching the late afternoon
sunlight on the ranges and woodland. We all ended the day snuggled into our
sleeping bags feeling at peace with the world. Ross Mead.
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Bright blues, deep reds and varied greens –
some tricky tracks and wonderful scenes
Helena and Aurora Ranges, day 2: Sunday May 31

It had been a cool but not uncomfortable night and a leisurely morning with a
10.30am departure planned. The contrast of the bright blue sky, deep red
earth, trees and vegetation made for some great photo opportunities around
the campsite.
Some enjoyed a cooked breakfast and we all spent time chatting and generally
catching up on events since we had last seen each other. Others were heads
down planning a future trip to the Great Western Woodlands!
At 10.30am we headed off on a short drive along the south western side of the
ranges. The track was in good condition. We passed a few campsites along the
way before reaching the bottom of the range where there was a track to the
top. In the past it was possible to drive up but it is now closed to vehicles. From
this point we started the climb to the top of the hill. Care was needed on the
track with washaways and a very loose rocky surface. Along the way there were
various rock formations and one was dubbed bunny rock as it resembled a
rabbit from a particular angle! Short detours were made off the main track to
investigate small caves one of which, Ross pointed out, had evidence of an
archaeological dig.
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By the time Ross and I
reached the blocked section of
track most of the others were
heading down. We looked further
up the track and decided to go up
and see what was at the top. The
track went left along the top of the
hill but we cut across the bush to
the edge and it afforded us
spectacular views of the Great
Western Woodlands for miles!
Ross and I were enjoying some
good conversation on the way
down when we heard a ‘coo-ee’
resounding up the hill! I responded
and soon David came into sight.
We were way behind the others but
had enjoyed our adventure. With
everyone back at the cars we drove
back to camp for lunch.
In the afternoon we drove around
to the other side of the range. As in
the morning, we had some fantastic
views of the ranges from the track.
With some washaways and 'Bunny Rock - it looked like a bunny from some
angles!
divergent tracks a little more care
and concentration was required to ensure we remained ‘on track’ ! We passed
the designated campsite for the Helena Aurora Ranges. Whilst it is marked on
the map it is does not have any ablutions.
On reaching the bottom of the range we took things carefully on the drive up,
negotiating deeper washaways and man-made ‘speed bumps’ that we
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speculated could have been to control water flow down the track and
reduce erosion or slow people down! Parking space was at a premium near the
top but some pulled further up on a part of disused track to make more room.
From here everyone took the walk to the top that Ross and I had done in the
morning while we walked further up the track from where we parked to look
at some interesting and diverse vegetation. Ross was surprised to see some of
the shrubs growing up there that he didn’t expect to see in this part of the
world.
When the group came back together a few decided to drive up the track to the
top of the hill. It was washed
away and rocky in the middle
and earlier we had watched
some bigger 4WDs come
down. Steven was keen to
give it a go in his first outing
in his new Forester and David
offered to go with him and
see
how
the
vehicle
performed. All vehicles made
the ascent and descent with
ease!
The convoy retraced the track Deb made scones in her new camp oven.
down and back past the
campground. A few of us stopped for a few minutes to take a photo of the
Helena Aurora Ranges sign.
On return to camp we set about making arrangements for cooking our dinners
and later gathered around the campfire. I am still practising using my new
camp oven, but managed to produce a batch of scones. Their patina indicated
the difference between coals not being hot enough and those that were a little
too hot!! The cream made up for any shortcomings – not that anyone
complained. A great day enjoyed by all! Deb Thyne
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