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This month, Ranger. Then website workshop and 
Dieback when we return to the Mopoke Room 
Here ye here ye. Come one come all to the 
February meeting, hosted by Ranger Outdoors 
Bentley. Glen the store owner has generously opened the store after hours for 
us to have exclusive deals and a leisurely browse. Do come down and take 
advantage. Also note the meeting will start slightly earlier at 7pm. We also 
have early access from 6pm, and more time after the meeting. Glen and team 
will be on hand for any assistance and questions on gear you may have. 
Last month we held a trip planning meeting to let everyone decide and vote 
on trips for the year. It was well attended and we have put a lot of ideas 
together. Travis and trip leaders will be getting info up on the website as 
quickly as possible so you can all start signing up and planning for our 
adventures. There’s still room for more trips so please make any other 
suggestions. One thing that came out of the meeting was a desire for family 
trips over school holidays. If you’re interested in something like this please 
register your names with Travis Maskey (trips coordinator). 
Looking further ahead we are having a website info night for the March 
meeting, and then a Dieback info night the following meeting. These will be 
back at our new venue, the Mopoke meeting room at the South Perth Library. 
Other topics and guests will be announced once confirmed. Please attend 
meetings as often as possible to take advantage of the information and 
knowledge sharing. Cont. p. 23 

  

Club meeting at Ranger Outdoor 
The Club meeting this month is at Ranger Outdoors, Albany Highway 
Bentley. Our host Glen will open the store for Club members from 6pm. 
There will be plenty of catalogue specials as well as exclusive discounts. 
Get there from 6pm and enjoy browsing for bargains (and get some good 
gear you haven’t had time to chase down). The Club meeting gets under 
way at 7pm. After that there will still be time to bag a bargain.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CLUB SPONSORS 
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“Come out you mongrel!”  
This is a brief account of my experiences, with my keys sticking in the lock.  
I was having occasional difficulties in getting the key out of the ignition lock in 
my Forester. A bit of jiggling the key and/or turning the motor on and off 
several times generally provided a temporary fix. However the frequency of 
this problem increased markedly. I knew the situation was critical when I was 
at Bunnings on a Saturday morning and could only enviously watch other 
people eating their sausage 
sizzles whilst I sat inside the car. 
I certainly wasn’t going to leave 
the car with the key in the 
ignition for the sake of a sausage and a bun. 
I drove home and called the RAC. Before the patrolman arrived I managed to 
get the key out. He inspected and said I needed a locksmith to rebuild the lock. 
On the Monday I phoned a locksmith who quoted $300 for this. When he 
arrived he couldn’t find much wrong, so checked with his boss who reduced 
the charge. The boss told him to disconnect a solenoid near the ignition lock 
but hidden by the shroud. This fixed the problem but means I can remove the 
key even when the transmission is not in Park. Google told me these solenoids 
go wrong in other makes of car too. I concluded: the RAC does not necessarily 
give correct advice every time; and if you experience such a problem it is well 
worth checking the solenoid. Mine is a 2015 Forester. Tom Minto 

Do you want trips in school holidays? 
If you would like a trip during school holidays, or more trips that are animal 
friendly and kid friendly please contact Travis, the Club Trips coordinator.  
There are a few things that will help you get a trip that suits your holiday 
needs and children’s needs: 
• If you have any ideas on where you would like to go, please tell Travis.  
• If you would be willing to lead a trip, or act as co-leader, please have a 

go. We have lots of trips, but don’t have lots of leaders. If you are 
willing to have a go, one of the experienced leaders will be available to 
give you a hand and help make sure the trip goes smoothly. 

 

Ignition keys, solenoids 
poor info and frustration 
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If you get to a country town: spend some money! 
I’d like to start by saying thank you for all the input for this year’s trips at last 
month’s meeting. There are a lot of good ideas and thank you to those who 
put their hands up to lead the trips. We are always looking for trip ideas, so if 
you have any let us know.  
I just recently came back from seeing my sister 
in Jerramungup. It is very dry out that way. The farmers are carting water for 
their livestock, and the town is doing the same, but for its people. The wildlife 
is coming into town looking for water as well. Unless they get a great deal of 
rain this year, a lot of farmers will go under, and a lot of native fauna will do 
the same. If you do get out of Perth and into the country, spend some money. 
The cafes and shops are essential for keeping the towns going. It doesn’t need 
to be much, every little bit helps, and a lot of little bits will add up. See you all 
out there. Travis, Trips coordinator 

 
• 9 February. Fish and Chips at City Beach.  
• 28 Feb to 2 March, Tending the Tracks trip to Chingarrup Nature Reserve. This 

is an especially good trip for families with smaller kids. 
• 29 Feb to 2 March, Nambung Station Stay. This station has natural sand 

monuments similar to the Pinnacles. Come along for the snorkelling trail out 
of Jurien and your own tour of the Nambung ‘pinnacles’.  

• 14 – 15 March, Belvidere Camping – Leschenault National Park. This trip is to 
the ocean side of the Leschenault inlet, for bush, dunes and a secluded beach.  

• 28 March. Finska Cup. If you haven’t played Finska yet, now is your chance. 
It is a fun game and a great picnic day.  

• 10 – 13 April Murchison House Station, Easter. Murchison House, outside 
Kalbarri. We will have a camp area to ourselves and access to some great 
coastal scenery. 

• 9 – 17 May Wheatbelt Wander. This trip will visit museums and local 
attractions. A great, relaxing run through nearby country. 

• 29 May – 1 June 4WD Association Gathering near Bunbury. Lots of people, 
lots of great trips led by locals who know the good tracks, and a chance to 
defend the Club’s honour at the Quiz night. 

• 7 – 13 June. Hyden Hideouts. With trip leader Ian Johnson. For those new to 
camping in the bush, a trip with Ian is a great way to learn good habits. 

• 19 July – 20 August. Kimberley Trip. Trip leader David Peck. Trip is nearly full. 

FORTHCOMING TRIPS 
 

TRIPS COORDINATOR 
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Barry the bungarra 
was AWOL but his 
mate made it under 
the shower block! 
Mellenbye Station – 
28 September 
Heading into the September 
long weekend for our trip to 
Mellenbye station, we met up 
at  Gingers Roadhouse on 
Great Northern Highway for 
an 8.30 start. 
The roadhouse was bustling 
with activity but we were able 
to find a spot for the pre-trip 
briefing with Ross. We left the 
roadhouse at 8:35am but the 
convoy of nine Foresters was 
fragmented due to the huge 
volumes of traffic heading north. We eventually formed a group just after the 
Brand Highway traffic lights but the road works kept us going slow for a while 
longer. 
Once up to highway speed we were able to reach New Norcia for morning tea 
at 9:50am. We stopped at the new public facilities along with a tour bus (more 
about that later) and after a quick look around, we were back on the road again 
at 10:15am. We started a bit of leap-frogging with the road-train we passed 
earlier as well as the horse float and pretty soon we caught up with the tour 
bus in Dalwallinu as we stopped for an early lunch. Cont. p. 8. 

TRIP REPORTS 

Local stone makes a grand storage shed! 
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Mellenbye, From p. 6. This time we left before the tour bus, as their driver 
needed to find emergency accommodation for his passengers after Cue was in 
‘lock-down’ due to the death and riot that had occurred on Friday night. We 
didn’t see the bus again.  
Morawa was our chance to refuel and Ross made a quick detour to drop a new 
alternator off to Leonie and Brian so the Outback and Avan could meet us later. 
Just out of town Keith and Tony had the opportunity to photograph an Emu 
and some chicks wandering through the wheat field. We arrived at Mellenbye 
Station just after 3pm. Shelley (our host) gave us a quick run-down of the 
accommodation, the kitchen, our entertainment options and also how to fire 
up the donkey heater so we had hot water. We didn’t see Barry the resident 
Bungarra but we did see his smaller friend slide under the shower block. Leonie 
and Brian joined us just before 4pm and we all started settling in to our 
respective accommodation: five were camping, Leonie and Brian were in their 
Avan, and three were in the shearers quarters while Glenda and Ray lived the 
high life in their donga down the road. Mark Smithers 

Mellenbye: Sunday 29 September 
On Sunday we all met at 9am in 
the camp kitchen and broke 
into two groups  - station tour  
and the others to see the 
wildflowers at Coalseam 
Conservation Park, led by Ross 
which left at 9.20am. For those 
heading to Coalseam, the first 
stop was for a photo of the 
“Nearly There” sign on the 
water tank on the way out to 
the main road. Station owner 
Shelley Bogdan had said there 
were some wreath flowers on 
the roadside about 7 km down 
the main road.  Cont. p. 9 Fossil hunting along the Irwin River at Coalseam 
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From p. 8 We stopped and looked around but could not locate any.  Mark had 
stopped earlier where he has seen a post with a pink ribbon on and he radioed 
that he had located the flowers so we all headed back to this spot and checked 
them out with many photos taken.  We then continued on the main road until 
Madden Road and turned right down a gravel road – this was the shorter route 
to Coalseam and after a few turns via Canna we came to the Park entrance and 
stopped for our morning tea break.   The day was getting warmer and we all 
were looking for shade.  First stop in the Park was Irwin Lookout where we 
looked down onto the Irwin River gorge. We could see there had been some 
wildflowers in the scrub around but it was mainly yellow ones still flowering. 
Fossils  was the next stop and we all took the walk down to look at the marine 
fossils among the rocks. We had an unexpected find - a dead roo, which must 
have plunged over the cliff – a fall of about 30 metres. Miners Camp was our 
lunch stop and most of us headed down across the trickle of the Irwin River to 
see the old Coal Mine site. Gnomey took over this photo opportunity!  
Last stop in the Park was Riverbend, with a walk down across the dry riverbed 
to see the Coal seam that was showing at the bottom of the cliff face. 
The trip back was via a different route through the countryside and we hit the 
Main Road at Gutha East cross road.   We then had a photo stop at the 
“Outback Starts Here” sign.  We noted on the other-side someone with a sense 
of humour had made a sign “ Inback Starts Here”. 
We returned back to Mellenbye just after 3pm after a most enjoyable day 
driving the country roads with Ross. Anne Edwards 

Hunting for wildflowers at Coal Seam conservation park 
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Granite hills, 
sparse shade 
and mallee 
fowl nests 
Mellenbye: Sunday 
29 September.  
Today most of the crew 
went to Coalseam Park to 
see the geological 
formation and with the hope of seeing some wildflowers. Glenda and I had 
been there in mid-August and the flowers were everywhere. 
As we were not going to Coalseam, Shelley took us and a few others from the 
Subaru crew on a tour of the property. With Shelly in the lead, we headed to 
the eastern hills. Along the way, we stopped at a mallee fowl nest site. This 
nest had been in use and automatic cameras had been set up to capture any 
activity. Some photos are on the Mellenbye web site. We reached the granite 
hills and parked in the very scarce shade. 

Tony, Keith and Peter (Keith’s 
friend from England) went 
roaming to find any birdlife to 
photograph. They looked more 

like a hunting party, with the size of their long lenses attached to their cameras.  
Fiona, Glenda and I went out around the rocks to find any wildflowers, but 
found only a few hardy plants as most had finished for this season. 
We had a nice afternoon tea with cake in the shade, before returning to the 
homestead to our cool donga accommodation. It was time to eat when 
everyone had returned, so we spent a good night in the camp kitchen around 
a huge table, as we had no campfire . Ray (Rabbit) Stewart 

The birders looked more like a 
hunting party: with their long 
lenses hanging from cameras 
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APRIL 2019 

S M T W T F S Tues 7. Committee meeting 
Easter Fri 10-Mon 13. 
Murchison House Station 
Tues 14. General meeting 
Sat 25-Mon 27. Lake 
Towerrinning.  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

MARCH 2020 

S M T W T F S Tues 3. Committee meeting 
Tues 10. General meeting 
Sat Feb 29- Mon 2 March. 
Nambung station stay 
Fri 28 Feb -Mon 2 March. 
Chingarrup  
Sat 14 - Sun 15. Belvidere 
Camping: Leschenault NP. 
Sun 28. Finska Cup 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

FEBRUARY 2020 

S M T W T F S Tues 4. Committee 
Sun 9. Fish and Chips at City 
Beach 
Tues 11. General meeting: 
Ranger Outdoor 
Fri 28-Mon 2 March. 
Chingarrup family nature 
experience 
Sat Feb 29- Mon 2 March. 
Nambung station stay 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

CLUB CALENDAR 
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Quiz: Just to be sure, Charlie who is an elder of which group whose land is traversed by the 
Wanagarren Track? (Two names needed here). For extra points, and a tie-breaker, what now 
not-so-common eucalypt is named after this group. For the oldies, the trees were on the hill 
where commercial TV transmission started in WA. 

 

MAY 2020 

S M T W T F S Tues 5 Committee 
Tues 12. General meeting 
Sat 9 – Sun 17. Wheatbelt 
Wander. 
Fri 29 – Sun 31.  4WD 
Association Gathering, Bunbury 

31     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

CLUB CALENDAR 
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… and then we left the bull at the gate 
We awoke this morning around 6-
6:30am. Conditions were cloudy 
and perhaps a little chilly, 
however this did not deter the 
flies which were in full attack 
mode by 7am. But as the morning 
progressed perfect blue skies 
were the order of the day with a 
temp of around 25C 
We all packed up (mostly) before breakfast and left at 8:30am. Tony, Keith, 
Fiona and Peter stayed behind to catch a pic of some elusive birds. Brian and 
Leonie also stayed later with the intent to head into Morawa for the rest of the 
day and then Dalwallinu the next day. Brian and Leonie wanted to spend a bit 
more time in Morawa, a town which they fell in love with. 
As tail-end Ray closed the Mellenbye Station gate for the last time, we headed 
off the road for about 4-5km and stopped to examine and take some pics of 
what few prominent wild flowers we saw. The wild flowers were lacking 
somewhat on this trip because of timing, poor rainfall and high temps in the 
previous week, no planning faults here but this is the way these things can go 
with the wild flower season. 
After refuelling at Morawa, we headed off to Three Springs for morning tea. It 
was here Chris spotted a Subaru Brumby ute opposite the local IGA- same year 
(1991) and even same colour as the one he owns (and cherishes). He is 
delighted to report back that his Brumby is in much better condition! 
Our next stop was at Moora where we had lunch. We all enjoyed the improving 
green scenery and healthy cows as we edged our way to Perth, even the flies 
were moving in reduced numbers 
By the time we got to Bindoon the touring party split up and most of us went 
our separate ways. Thanks from all of us. Chris Thyne 
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Jurien weekend and the new Wanagarren Track 
Joy, David and Stephan represented the Club at the official opening of the 
Wanagarren Track in Jurien on 18 and 19 January. The track, which runs from 
Wedge to Grey, was opened by Environment Minister Stephen Dawson at a 
ceremony on the track. Among the honoured guests was Charlie Shaw, elder 
of the Yued people, whose traditional lands are traversed by the track. 
The track itself has camping nodes close to the beach and looks over a beautiful 
part of the coast. To see the track, David and Joy went in David’s car and I 
travelled with Roger Masters in his Discovery 4. Roger was later honoured for 
his role in initiating work on the track, work which became the first significant 
part of the Tending The Tracks alliance’s program of work on the coast. 
The weekend was also an opportunity for a significant workshop on the 
expectations of and work for the TTTa in the area. This was coordinated by 
Alison Goundrey with help from Judith Brinkley, Nic Dunlop, Tim Mitchell and 
Maggie, Clare and Luke, three great young people from the Conservation 
Council. The Club has committed to a continuing involvement in TTTa in its own 
right and has asked to take a role in the work on the Hill River estuary, where 
we spent a great weekend last year taking part in the first real scientific survey 
of the area. TTTa trips to Hill River will now also be ‘Club’ trips. Stephan Millett 

While wildflowers were hard to find for others on the Mellenbye trip, Gnomey found a little 
bit of gold. Perhaps there was a rainbow even in this parched land. 
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Ross takes first-timers on a lovely day’s outing  
A quiet trip this one with only two cars, one being my own and the other 
belonging to Andrew and Helen who were travelling with their son Ethan. We 
met up at the Shell Service Station at the corner of Jarrahdale and South West 
Highway at 9am as planned. 
This was Andrew and Helen’s first trip with the club. They are considering 
joining the Subaru 4WD Club and wanted to check out what we are all about. 
They are previous Subaru owners but have only just returned to WA after 
spending eight years living in Jakarta. 
The intent of the trip was to explore the 
Leschenault Peninsula Conservation Park and 
adjoining beaches. Getting there was by way of lots of back roads to explore 
the farm country along the way. 
First stop was the historic Edenvale home in Pinjarra. This was built by the 
McClarty family, early pioneers of the Pinjarra Area. Edenvale was also home 
to Sir Ross McClarty, a former Premier of Western Australia. Nowadays, it is a 
historic site with museums and art galleries. It also has a pleasant café which 
serves excellent Devonshire Teas. Given all this, we had to stop for a look 
around and test how the scones, jam and cream could be washed down with a 
cup of tea. Aaaahh! From Pinjarra, it was off down some more minor back 
roads through farmlands to the west of Waroona. Cont. p. 15.  

Leschenault Loiter  
Sunday 20 October 
 

TRIP REPORTS 

Belvidere Beach, on the coast side of Leschenault Inlet 
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From p. 14. Many farmers were out in their paddocks busily cutting hay. The 
sun was shining, cattle grazed contentedly and farmers were going in circles 
around the paddocks. All was well in the world. 
We headed west from there till we reached the pine plantations along the east 
side of the Forrest Highway. From here, it was goodbye to bitumen for a bit 
while we travelled along limestone tracks and even a bit of soft sand down the 
east side of the plantation. Andrew, Helen and Ethan had a bit of practice on 
keeping out of the dust and also remembering to turn off the car’s stability 
control in the sand areas. 
From there, it was out onto the Forrest Highway at Myalup and then south to 
Buffalo Road into the Leschenault Conservation Park. Buffalo Road enters the 
park via the north end of the Leschenault Inlet. The northern section of the 
inlet had a large number of Black Swans on it. Ethan had the task of counting 
all of them. Unfortunately, we didn’t get a final figure because there were so 
many and they were quite spread out. There were at least two hundred. 
Lunch stop was the picnic area at the site of the old Belvidere Farm. There are 
toilets, barbecues and tables here. Interpretive signs and information about 
the area’s history are also located next to the picnic site with established walk 
trails to explore.  
After lunch, it was off to explore Belvidere Beach. After dropping the tyre 
pressures, we headed south down the beach to the Leschenault Cut which is 
the opening into the Estuary. This is a good beach to drive on for those less 
experienced in beach driving. The beach is reasonably flat and the sand is 
pretty firm. Along the way, there were stops to explore the beach and throw a 
Frisbee. This was a whole new experience for Ethan as growing up in Jakarta 
had not provided the opportunity for him to experience a beautiful WA beach. 
At The Cut we watch a small pod of dolphins travelling through it towards the 
ocean. We also had a look around the Cut camping area. It was meant for 
hikers, but there is access for cars now via the beach. 
From here, it was back up the beach past Belvidere to Buffalo Beach and  
bitumen access and toilets. As it was now 3pm we pumped up the tyres and 
headed home. An enjoyable day trip. Ross Mead 
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On the road again, after gear check and shopping 
26 July Alice Springs to Chambers Pillar 
It was a cool morning with my car recording a temperature of 7 degrees.  In 
preparation for our departure to Chambers Pillar I filled all my water 
containers, for a total of 60 litres, then fuelled my car and 70 litres in jerrycans 
at Woolworths Caltex where I could use a docket from recent shopping for a 
small discount.  I then met Deb and Keith at Coles to shop for dinners I would 
be cooking for the group and my own supplies.  With ample time remaining 
before our arranged departure time, I visited the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
base.  Here virtual reality displays of air operations, together with an aircraft 
mock-up and other displays, explained the service well.  The group met at our 
overnight vernue then set off for Chambers Pillar at noon.  A short drive on 
bitumen soon ended with intermittent roughly-corrugated gravel which my car 
handled well without the disturbing clunking I had noticed driving through 
rough sections of the Mereenie Loop.  I had been assured by the Subaru dealer 
in Alice Springs that everything was in order and somewhat relieved that 
nothing was amiss. Cont. p.20 

The deserts trip, after Alice Springs 
This 
beautiful 
shot of 
Chamber’s 
Pillar 
was from 
Wayne’s 
drone. 
The pillar 
stands out 
on an 
otherwise 
flat plain. 
It was a 
good camp 
site and 
well worth 
a visit 
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From p. 19. Around 40 km to the 
south at Ewaninga Rock we stopped 
to examine aboriginal rock carvings 
deeply etched into the stone.  Signs 
indicated that these secret carvings 
were only meaningful to initiated 
people.  The traditional owners also 
requested no photography of the 
petroglyphs and that aboriginal 
women and children do not enter.  A 
foot track through spinifex sandplain led to several rock outcrops one of which 
had a raised platform allowing close viewing of the carvings.  We continued on 
to Maryvale Homestead for morning tea at the Station roadhouse.  A unique 
feature here was a row of old Southern Cross diesels and a Lister motor lining 
the drive to the fuel bowsers, showing a progression in motor designs.   
From here to Chambers Pillar the road was rougher and more corrugated, 
especially climbing and descending a ridge near the reserve.  The top of the 
ridge offered a good distant view of Castle Hill and Chambers Pillar.  
Increasingly dramatic views were revealed as we got closer to the reserve 
campsite located between Castle Hill and Chambers Pillar.  The campsite had 
basic facilities including a long drop toilet but no water.  Having arrived well 
before sunset there was time to explore around the imposing height of the 
pillar after setting up camp. Wayne sent his drone out giving us beautiful views 
as it circled Chamber’s Pillar.  The sunset viewing area provided a good view 
point to see light changing as the sun's rays sank lower and reddened.  As light 
faded into twilight we returned to camp for dinner while Wayne and Chris 
remained to take some beautiful night photos of the pillar under the stars of 
the Milky Way.  A solo driver in a well appointed off road camper joined us in 
the evening relating that he had lost a spare wheel mounted on the back of the 
camper while driving in.  He was intending to search for it the next day.  It 
promised to be a mild night with a temperature of 21 degrees at bedtime. 
Daniel Bedo 

Signboard at Ewaninga Rock 



  SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWSLETTER     

 21 

  

Tools needed after rough road to Lambert’s  
27 July. Lambert’s Geographical Centre of Australia 
Most of us were up early after a mild night to see the sunrise lighting up 
Chambers Pillar.  There were ample photo opportunities as dawn twilight 
brightened until the sun lit the top of the pillar before running down the sides 
and onto an adjacent smaller hill.  I then climbed to a viewing platform circling 
the base of the pillar to see engravings left by early explorers and settlers.  
These marks were left as a record of their achievements.  There are also many 
recent additions, now poorly regarded as grafitti, despite signs warning it is 
illegal.   Aboriginal myths say the pillar is an evil man who, after abducting and 
abusing a woman, was turned to stone.  Castle Hill, viewed from the right 
angle, shows the face of the woman who was shamed to be with him.   
We left at 9 am to return to Maryvale Homestead finding what we thought was 
the camper’s lost wheel halfway up the steep and rocky ridge hill.   As the 
camper had left earlier we could not help him.  At Maryvale Ron guided us 
along a track skirting the adjoining Titjikala community to cut across to the 
Finke Road.  The track divided into two main branches with numerous 
crossovers.  We had morning tea in a grove of desert oaks on the road to Finke.  
Cont. p. 22 
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From p. 21. A series of motorcycle riders began passing by on a track running 
roughly parallel to the Finke Road and used for the Finke desert races.  They 
were a tour party with Outback Adventures and we were to see them several 
times along the road.  
The Finke Road largely follows the old Ghan line embankment. Continuing on 
a relatively smooth road it was an enjoyable stretch occasionally driving 
alongside the bike riders observing their skill on a track much rougher and 
more undulating than 
ours.  We stopped at 
Bundooma, a former siding 
on the old Ghan line, for a 
group photo in front of the  
remaining water tank.  Lunch was at Rumbulara Swamp Resort, a claypan, 
where Jo pulled in with a flat tyre. With assistance the tyre was quickly 
changed.  Stephan's roof rack had shifted, moving to one side, so he hammered 
it back into place using an old cutting board as a pad.  The road generally 
deteriorated after this with heavily corrugated sections making my radio beep 
intermittently as if the power was turning on and off.  (The Finke Road was 
generally thought to be the worst corrugations on the whole 9000km trip: Ed.) 
We reached Finke just after 2pm, entering past a wire mesh sign filled with 
plastic bottles doubling as a recycling facility.  The store had closed at 2 and 
there was little activity in the empty streets.  No fuel would be available until 
Monday, but this was not a problem as everyone had enough fuel to reach 
Mount Dare.  We examined the old Finke railway station buildings, which are 
in a dilapidated condition, before continuing on towards our night’s camp at 
Lambert’s geographical centre.   
At the geographic centre a plaque recognises Bruce Lambert's contribution to 
mapping and surveys of Australia and world cartography, and an Australian flag 
flies from a small replica of the flagpole over Parliament House in Canberra.  
Stephan’s roof rack was now badly out of alignment and had to be removed as 
it had loosened one of his car's roof rails.  With David, Ron, Keith, Keith and 
Wayne helping, Stephan refitted the roof rail. Cont. p.23 
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From p.22. This was a long intricate job requiring the roof lining to be partly 
removed to get to the loose bolts before the roof rack and contents could be 
reassembled.  Meanwhile, I removed the top of my battery box to find a lead 
to the cigarette lighter plug was loosened by the corrugated tracks, resulting 
in intermittent power to the radio. The crimp connection to the terminal on 
the plug was not secure. Ron showed me how to crimp the connector closed 
before pushing it onto the lug, and I did not have any problems with this for 
the rest of the trip.  I was scheduled to prepare dinner, a daunting prospect as 
I had never cooked for so many people and did not have suitable equipment.  
Fortunately Deb had helped in shopping for the ingredients and, with her 
borrowed stove and pots, I turned out a chicken dish, flavoured with purchased 
red wine sauce, that everyone liked.  This boosted my confidence for the two 
meals I would have to prepare during the rest of the trip. Daniel Bedo 

 
President’s report, from p. 3. Tending the Track Alliance is evolving and we will 
be looking at taking on more projects with them to continue the strong 
partnership we’ve developed in 2019. We have committed to partnering with 
them directly and will be discussing what trip options will be available soon. 
The Wanagarren Track was just publicly released which is now a gazetted track 
between Wedge and Grey through the Wanagarren Nature Reserve. It’s closely 
related to the Hill River project we were volunteering on and there’s plans to 
make campsites through the region. 
Other news around the grounds is the National 4WD Association is in a very 
complicated position. Facing numerous issues, it’s in a fragile state. The 
committee has been emailed updates and we’re happy to pass it on to help 
make the situation more transparent. The WA 4wd Association is holding a 
special meeting on Thursday 20 February 2020 commencing at 6pm at 
Kaarakin 322 Mills Road East Martin WA 6110. It’s open to all club members 
and we encourage you to attend. 
That’s all the updates we have for now. Look forward to seeing you soon. 
Safe Subaruing! The Pres. – Adrian Longwood 



 

  


