
 
 
 
 
  

SUBARU 4WD NEWS 
Subaru 4WD Web Site:  http://www.subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Subaru4wdClubWA/ 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.  
P.O. BOX 434, SOUTH PERTH, W.A.  6951 

November 2019 

Next meeting 
Tuesday 12 November, 7.30pm 
Collins Street Hall, South Perth 

 



 

PRESIDENT:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
    president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
SECRETARY:   Deborah Thyne  0420 791 762  
    secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
TREASURER:   Tony Richards (acting) 
    treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
SOCIAL ORGANISER:  Joy Unno  0429 374 709  
    social@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR:  David Peck  0402 177 886  
    trips@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
EDITOR:    Stephan Millett  0405 221 845 
    editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    
Tony Richards 9386 7705,  Travis Maskey 0422 815 737, Joanne Norton 0411 151 024,  
Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969, Ross Mead  0417920848     
Contact all committee on   comm@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
MERCHANDISE:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
WEBMASTER:   Rob Griffiths  0411 249 933  
    Jim Wilcox  0419 040 969 
4WD ASSOC DELEGATES:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558  
    Keith Low  0407 477 980 
MEMBERSHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Travis Maskey  0422 815 737 
    membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
PROPERTY OFFICER:  Tony Richards  
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER:  Joy Unno  0429 374 709 
    environment@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
SOCIAL MEDIA:   Jason Moore  0423 088 587 

socialmedia@subaru4wdclub.asn.au 

  

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WA Inc. 2018/2019 COMMITTEE 
 

Club member of the Year 2018-2019: Robert Griffiths 
Life members: Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 
Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw, Ron Caunce, Jim Wilcox and Tony Richards 

 



  SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWSLETTER  

 3 

It’s the AGM and time to vote 

The November meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting. One of the important tasks 
at this meeting is to vote in a new 
committee - the group of people who 
manage the affairs of the club.  
It is the job of members to elect the committee, which is made up of six office 
bearers and five ordinary members. The make-up of the committee, and what 
it should do, is spelt out in the Club’s Constitution (read it in the Library on the 
website).  

Office bearers are: President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor, Social 
Organiser and Trips Coordinator.  
There are also other important roles to fill: Membership secretary, 
Webmaster, Merchandise officer, Property officer, two 4WD 
Association delegates, and a Social Media Coordinator.  

The AGM is at 7.30pm Tuesday 12 November, at the Collins Street Centre in 
South Perth. 
If you cannot make it to the AGM, 

•  you can still nominate yourself for one of the positions (forms are on 
the website) and, 

• you can give a proxy vote to another member. 

Remember to renew your membership before the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Time to join in Tending the Tracks 
The Club is working closely with the Tending the Tracks Alliance, which 
means there are some great opportunities for club outings coming up. 
• A weekend with Coast Care people along the Cervantes coast 
• Turquoise Coast Aboriginal Cultural event and field trip 
• Family nature weekend at the Chingarrup Sanctuary 
• And a workshop in Jurien to help plan future activities. 

See the website for dates. 
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Dear members, guests, sponsors, and anyone else 
following along with the Subaru 4WD Club of WA.  
I’m writing this just before we have our Annual Dinner 
Awards Night and 40th anniversary celebration. 
I’ve been a part of the club’s journey for almost 10 years 
now and I feel like I’ve grown up with an extended family, 

so firstly, credit to the founding members on establishing a 4WD club that’s 
flourished and developed over time to be one of the largest and longest 
standing clubs in WA. I’m humbled to be representing the club after starting 
off as a young adventurous 20-year-old soaking in knowledge from the wealth 
of experience around to now helping share it around to the current members 
of the club. 
AGM. As a club there’s always been great leadership, encouragement and 
volunteer input to get it to where it is today. Now that our club’s calendar year 
comes to an end it’s time for the AGM where all positions in the club are up 
for nomination and fresh faces are welcomed in to the committee. There’s 
many roles to choose from and many ways you can contribute. It really does 
make a difference if you get involved, as many hands make light work.  

Please join us on Tuesday 12 November at the Collins St Centre 
at 7.30pm and strongly consider nominating for a position.  

If you’d like to know what’s involved please contact any of the 
committee, who will be happy to answer your queries. 

Subaru Alliance raises money for sick kids. Perth Subaru Alliance (PSA inc) is a 
Facebook-based incorporated Subaru owners club 
which has just held its 3rd annual charity car show 
fundraiser - SubieFest. More than 300 vehicles were on show and the event 
raised more than $8000 for the Palliative Care ward at the Perth Children’s 
Hospital. It was an absolutely fantastic effort. Thanks to those from the club 
who attended. It is an event not to be missed next year!  
Cont. p. 6  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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From p. 4 
A new meeting place. Since leaving the now-demolished Rotary Hall, we have 
tried three different venues for our meetings. Now we think we have finally 
found a meeting room where we can hear each other, where there is enough 
parking, and where we can make a cuppa.  It’s a meeting room at the South 
Perth Library and we will relocate there from the December meeting onwards. 
It’s at the corner of Sandgate Street and South Terrace. This new room is much, 
much nicer and has better acoustics, so we will all be able to hear each other 
better … and the presentations planned for the coming year.  
While on the topic of presentations, I’d also like to thank Ross for running Bush 

Fire safety awareness at last month’s meeting.  
We’re right in the beginning of fire season and 
fire is an ever-present danger in many of the 
places we travel to. Ross explained how fire 
behaves, and how to survive a wildfire, whether 
you are in a building, in a car, or out hiking. The 
main message was: get shelter from the radiant 
heat. In a house, stay inside, get as much of the 
building as you can between you and the fire and 

shelter in a place with more than one way to get out.  
If you are in a car, stay in your car. Point the car into the oncoming fire 
and leave the engine running and aircon turned on until just before the fire 
hits, then turn everything off, shut the air vents and get as low as you can 
in the car so the bodywork can shut out radiant heat and cover yourself 
with something like a blanket or towel. Get out once the fire passes. 

If you are caught outside in a fire, do whatever you can to protect yourself from 
radiant heat: crawl into a hollow log, get low on the ground behind something 
heavy. And beware the danger of dams, pools and water tanks. Seasons are 
getting drier so everyone needs to be very diligent whether you’re out on a 
trip, at home, or just running around the outer metro area. 
But now that you’ve made it this far, don’t stop. Read on to see what the mag 
has to offer this month for you. Safe Subaruing! Adrian Longwood, The Pres. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Image: Craig Stehn, ABC Open 
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Put your hand up to be the trips co-ordinator 
With the AGM coming up I would encourage people to think about having a go 
at being trips co-ordinator. I started doing it shortly after joining the club as I 
heard about all the places the club was going, but I didn’t know where most of 
them were. I have had fun planning 
quite a few trips and I’m happy to help 
anyone who may be interested in helping continue the tradition of day trips, 
long weekend camps, and extended trips. 
This month we have the 4WD show and the weekend after Adrian is going to 
do the beach run and recovery training day. The committee thought a beach 
run may be less daunting than Lancelin for potential new members. The trip is 
aimed at people who express interest at the 4WD show, but many members 
also look forward to it. Driving on the beach is always popular and it’s a great 
chance to practise sand driving and to learn the correct recovery methods.  
For the Australia Day long 
weekend in January we are 
off to a new private 
campground near 
Northcliffe, check it out on 
the website and put your 
name down.  
Kimberley trip anyone? 
I have started planning a 
couple of big trips for next 
year and I’m taking expressions of interest to see if there are enough people 
interested to make them go ahead. The first is a trip to the Kimberley leaving 
Perth on 18 July and returning 16 August. There will also be a Mt Augustus and 
Kennedy Ranges trip leaving Perth on August 15 and returning on August 23. 
This gives the people doing the Kimberley trip the option to join the other trip 
on the way back if they want to. Let me know if you are interested in either 
trip. See you out there, David 

TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 

Image: Australiantraveller.com 
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Turquoise Coast Aboriginal Cultural and Environmental 
Experience: Saturday December 7 - Sunday 8.   
On Saturday, join members of the Yued 
community, traditional owners of the Wedge 
Island area, in a morning of cultural tours, then on Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday take part in a guided Drive and Walkabout with ecologist Dr Nic Dunlop 
from the Conservation Council of WA. 
The traditional owners of the Wedge Island area will present a morning of 
cultural tours and stories including visiting an aboriginal site, the Wedj Boya 
story and a locally-prepared bush tucker lunch.  
Nic Dunlop’s environmental education drive and walkabout will look at the 
geomorphology, vegetation ,fauna and environmental history of the Turquoise 
Coast - including the Hill River Estuary. Participants will examine coastal 
processes and shorebird conservation. The tour will finish at the eccentric 
Leeman Lakes, surprising home to threatened species Hooded Plovers and 
Fairy Terns.  

Cervantes Coast Care/Dandaragan Shire working weekend 
November 16-17 
This trip is a chance to help 
with much-needed 
rehabilitation work on the 
coastal dunes. This part of 
the coast is the focus of 
the Tending The Tracks 
alliance, a group 
supported by the 4WD 
Association and which includes Subaru Club members as active participants.  
Contact Stephan Millett with a copy to Alison at TTTAlliance@ccwa.org.au. 
Check out the TTTA Facebook page for more information: 
https://www.facebook.com/tendingthetracksalliance/ 

FORTHCOMING TRIPS 
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Keith’s bird list and some of his images from the deserts trip 
  

Desert trip bird list - July/August 2019 
Australian Raven Australian Bustard Masked Woodswallow 
Black-shouldered Kite White-necked Heron Black Honeyeater 
Willie Wagtail Little Corella White-fronted Honeyeater 
Nankeen Kestrel Australian Ringneck Red-capped Robin 
Magpie-lark Spinifex Pigeon Hooded Robin 
Australian Magpie White-plumed Honeyeater Crested Bellbird 
Yellow-throated Miner Black-fronted Dotterel Western Bowerbird 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Eurasian Coot Dusky Grasswren 
New Holland Honeyeater Great Egret Grey Shrike-thrush 
Welcome Swallow Grey Teal Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Galah Blue-winged Kookaburra Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 
Straw-necked Ibis Hardhead Mulga Parrot 
Australian White Ibis Black Swan Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Little Pied Cormorant Southern Whiteface 
Whistling Kite Grey-crowned Babbler White-winged Triller 
Tree Martin Red-tailed Black-cockatoo Crimson Chat 
Brown Falcon Australian Pelican Pink-eared Duck 
Torresian Crow Little Egret House Sparrow 
Pallid Cuckoo Brahminy Kite Rufous Songlark 
Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Mangrove Grey Fantail Royal Spoonbill 
Pied Butcherbird Rainbow Bee-eater Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Pacific Gull White-breasted Woodswallow Banded Lapwing 
Silver Gull Yellow White-eye Budgerigar 
Black Kite Sacred Kingfisher Little Crow 
Sooty Oystercatcher Cockatiel Brown Songlark 
Singing Honeyeater Caspian Tern Gull-billed Tern 
Chiming Wedgebill Red-capped Plover Black-necked Stork (Jabiru) 
Zebra Finch Grey-tailed Tattler Australasian Swamphen 
White-browed Babbler Beach Stone-curlew Common Starling 
Australasian Pipit Australasian Grebe Australian Reed-warbler 
Little Black Cormorant Common Sandpiper Fairy Martin 
Crested Pigeon Peaceful Dove White-winged Fairy-wren 
Black-faced Woodswallow Australasian Darter Grey Falcon 
Purple-backed Fairy-wren Little Eagle Ostrich 
Pied Honeyeater Masked Lapwing Chirruping Wedgebill 
Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater White-faced Heron Little Grassbird 
Spotted Harrier Nankeen Night-heron  
Eastern Reef Egret Black-tailed Treecreeper TOTAL 114 
Crested Tern White-headed Stilt Keith Wilcox 
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NOVEMBER 2019 

S M T W T F S Saturday 2. 40th  
Anniversary Dinner.  
Woodvale Reception Centre 
Tues 5. Committee 
Tues 12. General meeting 
Fri 8 – Sun 10 4WD Show 
Sun 17. Preston Beach run 
 
 
 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

DECEMBER 2019 

S M T W T F S Tues 3. Committee 
Tues 10. General meeting  
Sat-Sun 8 - 10 Turquoise Coast 
cultural and environmental field 
trip 
Sat 14. Christmas at Jo’s 
 

15 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

CLUB CALENDAR 

Beach Day Trip and Recovery Training Day, 17 November  
This run along Preston Beach is suitable for any experience level and all 
standard XVs, Foresters and Outbacks. Guests are welcome.  
After an initial run along the beach we will stop for a relaxing lunch, and 
those who want to can go for a swim, fish or paddle. After lunch we will 
do some recovery training, ranging from self-recovery to snatch strap 
recovery. Bring food and drink, sunscreen, UHF radio, an air compressor 
and gauge if you have one, some sort of shade and things to do in or on 
the water - a kayak, swimwear or fishing gear. And a chair. Contact Adrian 
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 Quiz. I come from Africa, but not by air. Getting close up can give you a scare, but seeing me 
here is extremely rare. Of photographic proof there’s but a few, now added to by the desert 
crew. Snappy work Keith. What am I?  

 

 
 

JANUARY 2020 

S M T W T F S Tues 14. General meeting 
Sat 25-Mon 27. Australia Day 
long weekend, Sid’s camp 
Northcliffe 
TBA. Northern beach run 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 29 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

FEBRUARY 2020 

S M T W T F S Tues 4. Committee 
Tues 11. General meeting 
Fri 28-Mon 2 March. 
Chingarrup family nature 
experience 
Sat Feb 29- Mon 2 March. 
Nambung station stay 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

CLUB CALENDAR 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
Subaru Australia; Subaru Wangara; Subaru Osborne Park 
Richard’s Tyrepower; Premium SUV Offroad Training 

Don’t forget the Christmas party on 
December 14 
… it’s at Jo’s place 
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Deserts trip: 15 July Karratha to Marble Bar 

The 4WD Association prepared breakfast for us this morning, allowing me to 
have a hearty meal of fried egg and salty bacon lubricated with coffee.  After 
breakfast I went into town to fill my car's tank and two jerrycans - providing a 
substantial reserve supply of fuel.  We set off at 8:30 heading north towards 
Port Hedland on the North West Coastal Highway.  Our morning tea stop at 
Whim Creek was disappointing as the hotel was now closed for business 
although signs of occupancy were evident.  We guessed the facilities were 
being used for mining accommodation.  This was a pity as the hotel was known 
for its unique character.  Strong headwinds increased fuel consumption 
markedly and at Port Hedland, after 
some confusion in the interchange, 
we refuelled at a Puma station 
conveniently located on the 
northern exit.   
About 40 km east of Port Hedland 
we turned on to Marble Bar Road 
for the 150 km stretch to our 
overnight stop.  Before reaching 
Marble Bar we took a good gravel 
road to visit Coppins Gap, a small gorge with waterhole visible from the main 
road as a notch in the distant hills.  I found the banks of the creek and 
waterhole had beautifully-banded rocks showing contorted folds.   
At the secluded camp ground Ron's attention was focused on a couple driving 
an identical tray-top camper to his.   
We arrived at the Marble Bar caravan park soon after 5 pm finding it crowded 
with caravans and camper trailers, with limited area for tents.  The small space 
available was next to the camp kitchen with an unpleasant smell from a nearby 
cesspit.  By reorganising the car parking we cleared enough space to get tents 
away from the smell and into more acceptable locations.  Cont. p. 15  

Banded rocks at Coppin's Gap 
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From p. 14. The only available option for a catered dinner was the Ironclad 
Hotel, which we wanted to visit.  True to its name the hotel is a low rambling 
building with corrugated iron roof and metal walls.  A small bar is decorated 
with various road signs, character portraits and quirky things like a large 
magnet mounted on the wall above the bar.  Bartenders tossed bottle tops 
onto it as they open beers for the drinkers.  The bar was crowded with local 
drinkers and visitors wishing to order meals.  A menu, half fish and seafood, 
printed on an A4 sheet was passed around the waiting customers.  On asking 
what sort of fish the cryptic reply “box fish” was quickly clarified with  “it comes 
from a box”.  Ordering and service was very slow even with the restricted 
menu.  Stephan did not consider anything available suitably gluten free so 
returned to camp to prepare his own dinner.  We retreated through a back 
room with pool table and TV to an outside sheltered area with long tables to 
wait for our meals.  The food arrived at irregular intervals, some having to wait 
about an hour.  I opted for the chicken special of the day which was not special 
but a generous serve. The cook, a Frenchman, came and apologised for running 
out of ingredients for the late meals and offered replacements.  For this 
performance the Ironclad won’t get any Michelin stars.  While waiting for our 
meals we observed the activity in the pool room where several men were 
drinking while playing.  In time a dispute arose, shouting escalating to threats 
and chest shoving.  A dog ran in and increased the tension with aggressive 
barking.  The dog was quickly dragged clear and chained outside where it 
continued barking intermittently.  Cont. p. 16. 

Heading for Coppin’s Gap 
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From p. 15. Fortunately a fight did not develop, with one of the antagonists 
swearing as he left past our table.  Returning to the camp I found Stephan was 
just washing up after his own meal which was delayed by lack of gas in the 
camp kitchen and time to get a replacement cylinder.  Daniel Bedo 

Deserts trip, July 16. Marble Bar - Carawine Gorge 
It was cool overnight, down 
to around 7C, which made for 
a comfortable night’s sleep. 
We were not in much of a 
hurry as we had only a short 
distance planned for the day. 
We left the caravan park at 
8.30 and headed to the old 
Post Office building where 
Jason’s great grandfather was 
postmaster from 1904. It was 
Jason’s first time in Marble Bar. We were regaled by the noise of nesting galahs 
and at Chinaman pool shortly after there were lots of corellas, some grebes 
and stilt-legged lapwings. The water level was a bit lower than expected and 
not very inviting, with deep mud on the edges.  
At the Bar itself we splashed water on the jasper so it turned deep vermilion, 
took photos and again noted the lower water level, which was a bit of a 
surprise as we thought there had been good rain in the area in previous weeks.  
After leaving the Bar we headed back to town to fuel up and prepare for the 
run into the Great Sandy Desert. The last time we had been in town the general 
store was closed, but we found it open and under the management of people 
who also ran the caravan park and the motel. It was a very welcome 
development as not only did the store have good supplies of useful items, it 
had freshly baked bread and pastries. I passed the word on to the others and 
the decision on where to have morning tea was made.  Cont. p. 17. 



  SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWSLETTER  

 17 

From p. 16. After morning 
tea we headed out on the 
Ripon Hills road to the 
former Meentheena 
pastoral lease and the 
Veterans’ Retreat where we 
had a chat to the caretakers, 
made some donations to 
their cause of looking after 
veterans in need of respite 
and headed down to the permanent water for lunch. The paperbarks on this 
stretch of the Nullagine River lean over the water in a mini-version of Running 
Waters. We looked for birds (especially an elusive Kingfisher) paddled kayaks, 
or sat on the bank in the shade reading, sleeping and otherwise relaxing and 
enjoying the slight breeze. Cont. p.18 
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From p.16 From the Veterans’ Retreat it was a short drive to Carawine Gorge. 
We were expecting larger numbers, but unexpectedly found plenty of room at 
the same camp spot we had used on the Rudall River trip two years earlier. The 
corellas were in in large raucous numbers and we set up camp around 4pm, it 
was Deb and Keith’s turn to cook, which gave me time to help Daniel with his 
second battery which was shorting out because connections were rattling 
apart.  
Then there were Nibbles and Deb and Keith’s crumbed chicken with potatoes, 
broccoli, carrots and passata (tomato puree sauce). We sat around a small 
campfire chatting ,feeling and relief at being away from towns and into the 
start of the remote part of the trip. Stephan Millett 

Desert trip, July 17. Carawine Gorge - Lake Dora 
We woke up to a Carawine dawn, where the rising sun turned the rocks on the 
far side of the stretch of water blood red. This was reflected almost perfectly 
in the wide water, until ripples from the lazy motion of waterbirds invaded the 
mirror finish. We took our time breakfasting and packing up before heading to 
the Glacier Rocks on the way out. These ancient rocks still show evidence of 
where moving glaciers smoothed them. From there we headed to the magical 
Running Waters where Daniel and I had a swim under the massive paperbarks 
that line this stretch of permanent water on the Oakover River. The area is fed 
by warm springs and has a population of small native fish that nibble your feet 
-  and other parts of your body when you swim.  
The walk to the water from the carpark was straightforward, which was 
dramatically different from the previous trip here. Cont. p. 19 
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On that trip the area between Eel Pool where we had swum and the car park 
was largely flooded and numerous big vehicles had made a labyrinth of dead-
end tracks. On that trip I had trouble making my way back to camp (alright, I 
was lost!). So this time there was plenty of ribbing about finding my way. We 
had large slices of Deb’s home-made fruitcake for morning tea. We then 
headed toward the Telfer Road where we stopped for lunch at an abandoned 
lead mine, where horizontal shafts cut deeply into the rock and old machinery 
and tyres littered the area.  
After lunch and a thorough investigation of the minesite, we headed on, 
leaving the Telfer Road on to the road to Kunawarritji. The road was in 
reasonable condition as we breasted a hill, our phones came to life with a 
Telstra signal from the Telfer gold mine to the south. We stopped to make calls 
to loved ones and continued east on the road that would become the Gary 
Junction Road and take us into the Northern Territory some days later.  
The road was mainly in reasonable condition with some sections allowing us 
to drive at 75 km/h. But sections were also strongly corrugated, which reduced 
our speed to 30 km/h for long stretches. There were very few places to camp 
and we ended up camping on the north shore of Lake Dora in a very bleak 
landscape of saltbush and spinifex. The wind was strong, the wood fire was 
welcome, although the wood did not make a good cooking fire, and the 
moonrise over the lake was beautiful. Stephan Millett 

Sunset over Lake Dora 
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Lake Dora to east of Kunawarritji. 18 July 
We left camp at 8am to account for the changing time zones. It was a fairly 
short drive to the Punmu community. At the entrance was a gabion style sign 
full of empty plastic bottles instead of rocks! An old Ford bonnet was a road 
sign pointing to Alice Springs to the east and Marble Bar to the west. No 
unleaded fuel was available at Punmu so some used fuel from jerrycans to top 
up. We were advised fuel was available at Kunawarritji and investigated what 
the store had to offer.  Punmu was busy with a meeting of artists from across 
the Western Desert communities supported by the Pilbara Development 
Commission. Deb found the 
health centre and popped in to 
see if there was anyone there 
she knew. 
We left Punmu and continued 
our journey between the vibrant 
red/orange sand dunes with a 
wonderful green contrast of 
spinifex. The road surface varied from corrugations to sand, soft in places.  
We stopped under a microwave tower about 40km from Kunawarritji for 
lunch. The weather was quite warm. On arrival at the Kunawarritji community 
we found a new accommodation block with a shower block where we could 
get a $5 shower. All agreed it was well worth it! We paid at the Outback Store 
which was much more presentable than the Punmu store. But Outback Stores 
are set up in collaboration with the local community with the aim for them to 
eventually run them. Petrol was $3.40 a litre here! 
From the community we headed just out of town to Well 33 on the Canning 
Stock route. The camping area was very busy so it was decided not to camp 
and it was another 20km until¯ß Keith Low found a nice camp site on the left-
hand side of the road on the Jenkins Track. It was a little difficult to get the tent 
pegs in but we were rewarded with another beautiful moonrise. Deb Thyne 
and Keith Wilcox 
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A family’s 
perspective  
Jason and I have now been members for 
over two years and in that time our 
family has grown by one. We have 
continued to reflect on our experiences 
after each trip. Neither of us is a journal 
or diary writer, so our debrief and 
evaluation usually takes place on the 
drive home. During our trip over Easter 
and ANZAC Day we received many 
congratulations and words of 
astonishment that we were bush camping with our two young children.  

If we made it look easy, it is not! It is really hard work and 
communication is key. Why do we do it then? The experience.  

After our initial taste of 4wding and camping during the Israelite Bay trip in 
2017, we just can’t get enough. On this style of trip we watch our son Nathan’s 
understanding of the world around him grow. We see the awe in his eyes and 
it sparks more in ours. Whilst we look forward to old homesteads or great 
views, Nathan is looking for that shiny rock or asking why the spiders’ eyes are 
sparkling. The size of this country, how our farmers live, where our food comes 
from, what our country looks like, living minimally, enjoying nature; are just 
some of the things Nathan learns. 
I love that the week after we get home I’m driving on the way to the shops and 
Nathan shouts from the back seat “stop mum, quick look, out the left side, it’s 
a magpie lark”. Or when we are at the zoo and he says “oh yeah I saw one of 
those camping”. Or when he turns the tap on at home he says “this water is 
pumped up and up from the dam” (thanks to the ANZAC day Albany trip last 
year). Cont. p.23 
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From p. 22. Reviewing our article in the Israelite on Bight book, we have learnt 
how to “fit in” to group trips. We acknowledge that we would never be able to 
do this style of trip without the club. Jason and I are constantly learning from 
club members and are grateful for the support people offer us when we are on 
a trip. Fitting a family into a trip is a balancing act. We know now we miss out 
on things and every stop we are weighing up the decision to continue or call it 
a day. When we miss out on an afternoon of exploring with the club, we spend 
that time exploring around camp, getting organised for the evening/next day 
or just enjoying sitting and being there.  

One of the challenges we face is lack of time to sit and enjoy where 
we are.  

In the morning when others were boiling a kettle for their cuppa, I was boiling 
a kettle for warm water to wash the kids’ faces and the pyjamas that got wet 
through the night (wet PJs rarely happen at home but, of course, three times 
that trip: note to self, pack two pairs next time). At Reid’s Ridge mine we 
needed to play tag exploring and listening out for our children who had fallen 
asleep in the car. During most tea stops, I was feeding Adelaide, preparing 
another round of snacks for Nathan then tag. Jason was now changing 
Adelaide, taking Nathan for a bush wee and then back into the car. We have it 
down pat now and know what needs to be done at each stop.  

When someone offers me a cuppa or takes one of our children for five 
minutes, it means a lot.  

Jason and I, breathe, look around and soak in the joys of that location. We are 
always grateful when members engage with our little ones, teach them 
something new or give them a cuddle. They are blessed to have so many adults 
as role models.  
Finally, the most challenging, is that it will all change next time. The children 
will be that little bit older, have different sleep and nap times, require different 
accessories and equipment, change eating habits, be more independent. 
Communication will still be the key and Jason and I will still be juggling children, 
but the Moore family will be on a trip with you soon. Julia Moore
 



 

   


