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40th
Anniversary

ANNUAL DINNER
NOVEMBER 2
Confirm your place and pay by October 8!
Dear members and. Welcome to our October edition.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It’s all system go at the moment and the committee
needs your attention and assistance.
Firstly thanking Chris from Western 4WDer for coming
along to our meeting last month and showing us what he
and his partner are up to as the new owners. We’ve been
using the books for years for inspiration for assorted club
trips and there’s always new content coming out. Please follow their Facebook
page to keep up to date and consider taking out a subscription.
Now, getting in to what’s coming up.
Celebrate! We have our 40th Birthday celebrations combined with this year’s
annual dinner. You have until this month’s meeting to have your name down
and make payment for your meals. As it’s the annual dinner that also means
awards! Please get your nominations in. It’s fairly simple to do online. If you
have issues doing this, contact me or the webmasters (Rob & Jim) for
assistance.
Vacancies
It’s also getting close to the AGM, in fact, it’s next month! We are looking for
new committee members to get involved and contribute to the great club we
have today. Cont. p.4
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Vacancies, From p. 3. All committee roles are open for nomination and if you
have any questions on what is involved, please talk to any of the current
committee members.
Joy Unno is travelling abroad so she won’t be standing for Social Coordinator,
and Tony Richards was just stepping in temporarily as Treasurer to replace
Erica who went over East, so there are those two roles to fill at a minimum. If
you think you might enjoy organizing our social outings or if know your way
around Excel spreadsheets and
can take on the role of
Treasurer, then please let
anyone on the committee know
today. There are also positions
open as an ordinary committee
member, which is a really good
way to learn how the club
operates.
We need your help
Although the committee does a
lot of the organizing behind the
Commemorative key ring
scenes, we also need further
We are doing a one-off key ring order for the
help from you. There’s a few
40th anniversary celebrations. Order ASAP as
ways to help around the club, the cut-off date is by the end of this month’s
GM (8th Oct).
such as bringing the tea cups,
milk and biscuits, being the custodian of the merchandise and apparel,
volunteering to lead a trip, sharing your special skills in a club presentation or
at a Fiddles and Nibbles outing, or just setting up and putting away the chairs
and tables at meetings. The various roles are discussed at the AGM and we
appreciate all the support we can get.
Trip ideas
With such a vast array of member interests, we would like to know what other
trips you would like to go on. Cont. p. 6
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Trips, From p. 5. Got a destination you’ve been itching to try out? Why not
suggest it to David Peck, our trips coordinator and he can look to add it to the
calendar. Thinking about leading a trip but not sure what’s involved? Tag along
as a co-trip leader with one of the experienced members and see what’s
involved first hand.
I was recently out with ‘Perth Fourbee Four Adventures’ who are from Out &
About 4WD Club and run a
YouTube Channel. We filmed
an episode and went through
the in and outs of the
modifications of my car. Links
Subie Fest
are on our club Facebook page
Perth Subaru Alliance (PSA inc) is a Facebookor can be found on their based incorporated Subaru owners club and is
Channel in YouTube.
having its third annual charity event known as

“Subie Fest WA”. It’s themed as a car show for all
Subarus and is a wonderful day down at
McCallum Park/Taylor Reserve (South Perth
foreshore): everyone is encouraged to enter. There
are many categories for prizes and raffle prizes.
The event raises money for Perth Children’s
Hospital and entry is about $22. We will be
grouping our club together near the Off Road
section. Please join us raising funds for this great
cause and browse around all the other Subarus
from new to old. I’ve copied all the details to our
website. Tickets must be prepaid.

We moved to a new hall
location last month. There is
better parking and less road
noise distractions but the
internal acoustics were not
entirely
favourable.
The
committee is testing another
venue and we will discuss our
options shortly.
At the October general meeting Ross will be discussing Bush Fire Safety – an
important topic leading in to summer.
Now that you’ve made it this far, don’t stop. Read on to see what the club’s
contributors have ahead for you.
Safe Subaruing!
Adrian Longwood. The Pres.
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ANNUAL DINNER
and

40th ANNIVERSARY
Celebration
THE WOODVALE RECEPTION CENTRE
143 Trappers Drive, Woodvale

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Nominate people for the Standing Awards
(Club member of the Year, Trip of the Year, etc.)
and don’t forget the Other/Silly Awards

7

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIP COORDINATOR’S REPORT

Time for you to lead a trip (p.s. you’ll get help to do it)
This is the best season to get out there and
enjoy our great state, but I need some more
trip leaders.
Don’t be daunted by the thought: if you have
somewhere you would like to go let one of the
committee know and we will put the trip
together. You don’t have to have a full day or
weekend of activities planned, it could be as
simple as going to a favourite spot and sitting
under a shady tree or admiring the
wildflowers/birds etc. We have a lot of likeminded people who would love to come along.
We have been invited to join the Toyota
Landcruiser Club for ‘Cocktails and Jaffles’
which will be held at a private campsite near
Quindanning. The trip was a lot of fun last year,
and a chance to dress up too. Please come
along: the camping area has toilets and other
facilities.
Don’t forget the Annual Dinner which will be
held at the Woodvale Tavern reception centre
(function Room 2) 143 Trappers Drive,
Woodvale. Please put in your nominations for
Club member of the year, Trip of the Year,
Social Trip of the Year, Trip Leader of the Year
or Social Trip Leader of the Year. All of these,
and a few Silly Awards, will be presented and
you can nominate someone via the website or
by a nomination form. David Peck
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Three words to find you
I recently found an app for
phones called what3words
which has been used for a
number of rescues. It
basically divides the land
masses into 3 metre by 3
metre squares and assigns
each square three words.
This pinpoints your location
as accurately as GPS
coordinates, but it’s easier
to say and share. If you were
waiting for someone and
you if you told them
‘second.bridge.icons’ they
would know that you were
standing outside the Gate A
ticket office at Optus
stadium. Or
‘officials.grounded.associati
ons’ would have you outside
the front door at Warriedar
station.

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.

9

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.

Wedge to Grey working weekend

FORTHCOMING TRIPS

October 19 - 20
This overnighter is a mix of work and play. The event is organised by the
Tending the Tracks Alliance, a group looking after the coast between
Wanneroo and Dongara, in conjunction with Parks and Wildlife (DCBA).
To join the trip contact Alison at TTTAlliance@ccwa.org.au. For more info
check out the TTTA Facebook page. The Subaru Club works closely with TTTa
and has taken part in citizen science projects at Hill River, near Jurien. Stephan
Millett is on the TTTa steering committee, so talk to him about what to expect.

PSA Subie Fest WA charity car show
October 27 - Day trip
This is an event showcasing Perth’s local Subaru community whilst raising
funds and awareness for local charities. This year all profits go to Perth
Children's Hospital Foundation - Palliative Care. We hope to see you at this
event, which is organised by Perth Subaru Alliance Inc.
https://perthsubarualliance.org.au/ .
We will put all club members in a group as
part of the off road area. All tickets are per
vehicle and must be pre-purchased.

Down Northcliffe
January 25 - 27
For the Australia Day long weekend we will
be staying at Sid's Campground, just out of
Northcliffe.
This is a private nature-based campground
with toilets, hot showers, barbecues, camp
kitchen, free-range sites, walk trails. Dogs
are welcome. The site is great for
wildflower and bird enthusiasts. The
campsites we have booked are unpowered.
10

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIP REPORTS

Deserts trip Day 3: July 10 Quobba Station
After a slightly warmer
night I got up at 6.50am
to go birding around
the campsite. I heard
and then saw the
’squeaky wheel bearing
bird,’
a
Chiming
Wedgebill. These are
often heard in the West
Australian bush but not
so
easily
spotted.
Stephan and Dave were still working on the electrics of Stephan’s car. I
observed it looked like he had more wires in the back than a lunar module!
Departure for Red Bluff was put at 10am so I went for another walk. 10am
came and went with the car still being working on so at 11am I decided to head
off on my own. Joy and Daniel followed soon after. I found a nice sandy 4WD
track which ran parallel
to the Red Bluff road and
taking it slowly saw a
number of other birds
not normally seen in the
Perth region.
I arrived at Red Bluff
around 1am just ahead
of Dave and Jason,
Leanne and Stephan and
Keith L with wiring
sorted. After much
diagnosis it was found the inverter had shorted and that the solar input had
been wired with polarity reversed. Cont. p. 14
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CLUB CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2019
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Tues 1. Committee
Tues 8. General meeting
Fri-Sun. 4,5,6 Cocktails and
Jaffles
Sat 19. Cryptic Cruise –
navigation exercise
Sun 27. Subaru Alliance Show
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Saturday 2. 40th
Anniversary Dinner.
Woodvale Reception Centre
Tues 5. Committee
Tues 12. General meeting
Fri 8 – Sun 10 4WD Show
Sun 17. Preston Beach run

Don’t forget the Christmas party on
December 14
Cocktails and Jaffles with the LandCruiser Club: 4-6 October.
This is an old-fashioned weekend of easy driving, camping at a country
race track and an evening of light-hearted competition making cocktails
and Jaffles. All with a fancy-dress theme of ‘A Night at the Opera’. Bring a
tent or a camper, but no dogs. Toilets and showers are on site.
Contact Jo Norton.
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CLUB CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2019
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

15

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

Tues 3. Committee
Tues 10. General meeting
Sat 14. Christmas at Jo’s

JANUARY 2020
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Tues 14. General meeting
Sat 25-Mon 27. Australia Day
long weekend, Sid’s camp
Northcliffe

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Subaru Australia; Subaru Wangara; Subaru Osborne Park
Richard’s Tyrepower; Premium SUV Offroad Training
REMAINING SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2019
School Holidays: Saturday September 28 - Sunday October 13;
Friday December 20 – Sunday February 2 (2020)
Public holidays: Christmas Day, Boxing Day
Quiz question: On what watercourse is the permanent pool at Emu Creek station?
Send answers to editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
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July 10, from p. 11 With Stephan’s lost keys and wiring problems it’s a good
job the ‘wooden spoon’ had not yet been implemented.
TRIP REPORTS
(The wooden spoon will be revealed in later trip reports).
Lunch was had then we had a walk along the path below the bluff to the
popular surf break. There were quite a few hardy surfers and we also spotted
some dolphins riding the waves. Stephan had gone for a swim in spite of the
temperature being only 24C. A couple of humpback whales were sighted well
off the coast.
On the way back we made a detour to ‘The Caves’ which were in high cliffs
similar to the Great Australian Bight, it had been cool and overcast all day.
Back at camp we had a lukewarm bore water shower before dinner prepared
by Dave and Jason who cooked a sausage casserole. Keith Wilcox

Deserts trip Day 4 –July 11 Quobba station to Emu Creek
After a warm night I woke up at 6am to find a heavily overcast sky with gentle
wind blowing from the sea. This suggested rain may be in store for today. I
went to beach for early morning Tai Chi in a spot clear of large shells and coral.
Stephan and Keith left for Carnarvon early to enquire about replacing
Stephan's lost keys. After breakfast
I walked out to the southern point
intending to take some video of the
waves crashing on the rocks but the
swell had dropped, subduing wave
action. We departed at 9, heading
back to the Northwest Coastal
Highway stopping briefly at the
HMAS Sydney memorial 1 km from
The Blowholes: King waves kill!
the homestead. A simple monument
was installed on this part of the coast where survivors from the Kormoran,
which also sank, landed or were rescued at sea.
We carried on to the Blowholes, located at a T junction with a large “King
Waves Kill” sign. Cont. p.15
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From p. 14. The blowholes were
spouting nicely despite there not being
a particularly big swell. Although there
had been no rain and the blowholes
were not spraying water far from their
outlets, there were many pools of
water in the bare rocks many metres
inshore of the sea. In the midst of this
area a sign once supported by two
Above and below: Emu Creek station stay
star pickets was flattened
down to ground level. This
suggested that large waves do
penetrate a long way inland at
times.
A large protected
lagoon less than a kilometre to
the south looked good for
swimming and snorkelling but
the now brisk wind produced a
bleak and cold scene. The
popular camping area next to
the lagoon was packed with caravans. We stopped for morning tea at the NW
Coastal Highway junction where we met Stephan and Keith returning from an
unsuccessful trip to Carnarvon. The right key blank was not available so
Stephan hopes lay with a locksmith in Karratha.
A long and uneventful drive to Minilya followed where we refuelled and had
lunch. It was not pleasant, with the temperature now near 30 degrees
together with the lack of shade and dust from continual traffic to and from fuel
pumps. Towera Road, the turnoff to reach our overnight stop at Emu Creek
Station, was a further 150 km north. This made another tiring drive.
Fortunately we reached the turn off before I felt the need for relief. Camping
was on the Yannarie river bank by a large pool complete with shady coolibah
trees. Cont. p. 16
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July 11, from p. 15 We were located some distance from the homestead and
other campers providing a secluded and quiet campsite. Careful car parking
was needed to provide good tent sites on limited flat ground amongst the
slopes and gullies. The cold showers provided were welcome in the warmth of
the afternoon. We met Cheryl and Lloyd, nearby campers also travelling in a
Forester, who turned out to be prospective new club members. Lloyd, who
clearly had practical skills, was particularly interested in car setups for touring,
examining Stephan's and other cars in detail. We had a nice evening around a
fire using mostly wood David had bought. The morning's threat of rain did not
eventuate. Daniel Bedo

Deserts trip Day 5 –July 12 Emu Creek to Karratha
It was a lovely morning and we were all ready before time and as we were
packing up a pelican flew along the creek. We said farewell to Lloyd and Cheryl
and with Jason leading the convoy we headed out on the track on the other
side of the creek which was very good and obviously kept up to encourage
caravaners in.
Heading north on the highway we passed through a small range of hills.
Stephan asked their name but as we couldn't see anything on the map he
promptly named it Millett Range. We’re not sure the name will stick, though!
We didn't stop at Nanutarra and carried on north. At the Onslow turn-off
Leanne left us as she wasn't going all the way to Karratha. We stopped for
morning tea at the Robe River rest area. Keith and Joy left early to get fuel at
Fortescue roadhouse and they were ready when we went past. On to Karratha
and Joy headed off to have a look at the soldier crabs and the rest of us carried
on to the caravan park. We were met by Bruce from the 4WD Association and
shown our allocated campsites. The sites had a concrete slab which was good
for a caravan and some struggling grass in between sites. Jason put his tent up
but I didn't as it was 31 degrees and there was little shade. We went into town
to the main shopping mall and got Subway for lunch then did a few bits of
shopping, new sunglasses for me, gloves for Jason and a few grocery items.
Others in the crew did their own thing. Cont. p. 17
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From p. 16 We ended up back at the caravan park around 3pm and did a load
of washing and had a shower. Everyone drifted back in, including Stephan who
had been trying to get a replacement car key, without any luck.
The local 4WD club had organised a movie for us at the local pub and we were
surprised by how quick the dinner was served beforehand. We had been taking
guesses what the movie would be but as the local 4WD club was called 'Red
Dog' it was a fairly safe bet that the movie would be the same. On the way back
to the caravan park just before 9pm we noticed the temperature was still 22
degrees and the night was clear. The caravan park was a bit noisy as people
from the various clubs caught up with each other. David and Jason Peck

Deserts trip, Day 6 - Saturday, July 13 Karratha
It was still overnight but when the sun rose
the breeze started up. We were all up by
7:30 and I hadn't made any plans, so
everyone was doing their own thing. We
started by trying to fix the LED light strip I
had on the tailgate which had stopped
working, and also the tailgate open
warning light had stopped working. I
figured it must have been the switch as
that was common to both, so I removed
the plastic drawers and the switch. My
idea was to reconnect the lights to the ON
side of the switch instead of the Door side.
When I was testing the light switch with
the multimeter I touched something which shorted and there were then no
interior lights at all. I also lost remote locking and radio along with GPS and
reversing camera, dash lights, OAT/clock/fuel economy, and puddle lights –
which made the result of the short unusual. Lack of progress on solving the
problem was frustrating. Cont. p.18
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From p. 17 Stephan was emptying his car to look
for his keys and managed to find themc in his
clothes bag, he was very relieved as he had
arranged for a key blank to be cut and sent to
Port Hedland.
Jason and I went to do groceries for the next leg
of the trip and heard Joy saying she was going to
Deep Gorge so we headed out there next. We
ended up following Joy, and Jason went with her
to look at the rock art. I continued pulling fuses
trying to find the right one, and testing each one
with a multimeter. After Jason came back we
went down to Hearson's Cove for lunch, and
Keith and Daniel passed by.
We went into Dampier and stopped at the Red
Dog memorial and did a drive around the town. Keith Low and Jason Peck at the
entry to Deep Gorge rock art site
We then carried onto Cossack for a look and icecream as Jason hadn't been there before. I did miss being able to see what the
temperature was outside and being able to have the radio on, and being able
to lock the car remotely. After Cossack we went into Point Samson and had a
walk on the beach and sat upstairs in the tavern for a drink.
On the way back we saw a sign to Sam’s Creek and hatchery which
had us intrigued so we went in. There was a tidal creek which must
get cut off at low tide and Jason spotted a raptor which he used an
app on his phone to identify as a Branham kite. Back to Karratha and I went
into the Telstra shop to try to get some more data, but they only wanted to sell
me a new/more expensive phone plan. I also went to Kmart for a batterypowered light for the tailgate. Back at the caravan park I phoned Ron, who was
from the Queensland Subaru Club and was joining us to Birdsville, and we
found out he was staying at a different 'Discovery' caravan park.
I then went through lots of circuit diagrams I had stored on my computer,
trying to find any common fuse to all the things that had failed. Cont. p. 20
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Karratha, from p. 20 I found there was a 20 amp (B)
fuse in the engine fuse box which the manual said was
a Backup. I changed that and it all worked - even the
tailgate light.
Dinner that night was various roast meats with salads
put on at the caravan park by the 4WD Association.
There was a bit of a rush when they said it was ready
and by the time I got to the head of the queue there
was only a few pieces of pork left. They said they were Branham kite
going to get more chicken so Jason decided to wait. Stephan needs gluten-free
food and was enjoying a leafy salad when he found the crunchy bits were crispy
wheat noodles, which was the end of the meal for him and the start of a hard
night. The chicken finally arrived but Jason didn't want anything except custard
(from the car). I got my dessert and took Pavlova and lamington to Jason to
have with his custard. It was after 9pm when we had finished and everyone
went to bed. David and Jason Peck
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Deserts trip Day 8 –
July 14, Karratha
Today was scheduled for
excursions hosted by the local
Red Dog 4WD Club with
members of our group taking
trips of varying difficulty. As I
had selected the same trip to Herbert Hill
Python Pool as Joy, we decided to go in Joy’s XV. The convoy of seven cars,
ours dwarfed by the “heavies”, drove through spinifex country with dark
irregular rocks in the hills providing pleasing contrast with the pale vegetation.
Joy applied her geological knowledge in explaining how the weathered hills
were now a pile of irregular blocks caused by fracturing along roughly
rectangular planes. These are worn down from a higher plateau through a
series of landforms namely; mesa to butte to conical hill. We stopped at
Herbert Hill where a short climb offered a view of the hard cap and surrounding
country. Python Pool had
a sandy beach set in a
sheer-sided gorge. The
water was cold and, with
a cloudy greenish colour,
did not look inviting.
We had morning tea here
as a group consensus
rather than the trip Python Pool
leader's arrangement.
Convoy technique was also rather different to what I am used to in our club.
Very few radio announcements were made and there was no systematic tail
end confirmation of course changes. Making things more difficult, the trip
leader’s radio was crackling heavily. Cont. p. 22
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Day 8, from p. 21 We continued to Roebourne for a brief toilet stop where an
option to visit Cossack, about 18 km to the north, was decided.
We stopped for lunch at the townsite amongst several historic buildings and a
museum. The museum contains many interesting items recalling the origin of
the pearling industry and pastoral support in Cossack from 1863. The town was
abandoned in the 1950s after a period of decline but is now restored and a
tourist attraction. Cars from some of the other excursions intersected with
ours here. After lunch we continued
on to a lookout over Settlers Beach
where the receding tide exposed vast
tracts of sand and mud.
After viewing and taking photos we
descended to the beach for a closer
look. Joy wanted to stay and examine
the mud flats for soldier crabs so we
left the convoy which returned to
Karratha. Out on the sand flats the
Joy's joy: a soldier crab
crabs were scuttling about singly and
in platoons feeding in mud of favourable consistency. Fortunately this was not
so wet that our feet sank into the water. I took a series of photos attempting
to get clear close-ups as the crabs moved about. An earthquake centred off
Broome and felt in Perth occurred during our hunt but neither Joy nor I felt it!
We left the beach, stopping at the cemetery which is divided into European
and Japanese sections. Unusually, some Japanese graves had surrounding
fences as well as the traditional headstone. Returning to Roebourne we
ascended Welcome Hill where metal silhouettes of aboriginal men looking in
the direction of local community groups make an interesting panorama
overlooking the town.
We returned to Karratha about 4:30 where I welcomed Deb who had just
arrived from Perth to join the trip to Alice Springs. In preparation for our
departure tomorrow I filled water containers. Cont. p. 23
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From p. 22. The 4WD
Association quiz night was
held at 7 pm with a full
complement representing
the WA Subaru 4WD Club.
The questions were biased
towards
sport
and
celebrities
with
the
addition of local geographic
and historical topics. Having
gone to the venue with Joy,
The quiz night: Gnomey was a star participant
who wanted to return by 9,
we left before the last round when our score was quite good but not leading. I
was preparing for bed when the others returned excited and in possession of
a hamper full of assorted items including mozzie zappers, Lindt chocolates,
laundry supplies and other items. I was astounded with the news that we had
won by five points! Stephan gave a victory speech including a ribbing of the
Land Rover Club who had been making jokes about Subarus. There was
mention of a Land Rover having to be recovered on the day trip and a
comparison with the Subarus which took on one of the tougher day trips and
made it up (and down) each difficult climb on the day. Some of the goods,
particularly the chocolate, was distributed amongst the group while Joy now
had to find space in her car to take most of it back to Perth. Daniel Bedo
Two cars from the crew took on one of the tougher drives on the day. This took
David and Jason, and Stephan and Keith Low first to Cleaverville, on the coast
north of Karratha, and up a challenging hill. The views were worth it. From there
we headed to Point Samson, for lunch and then Cossack where we toured the
beautifully-restored old buildings – and the café! – and took in a bit of the
history. Then it was back to Karratha and the toughest climb (and descent) of
the day to and from a high point looking over the town.
It was a good day, with a mix of adrenalin and day trip tourism. Stephan Millett
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