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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It’s been a fantastic wet start to winter! The most amount
of consistent rainy days in Perth for a long time. Were you
out and about camping or retreating in the comfort of
home?
We’re seeking someone to fill the role of Treasurer with
Erica having to relocate over east. This month we’ve called
a special GM to hold a nomination and election for the role.
Only basic Excel skills are needed and a handful of hours every month, including
attending a monthly committee meeting. There’s plenty of assistance on hand
from past Treasurers like myself and Tony to help you in to the role.
Some of the club have just been out on an exciting weekend with the TTTa
(Tending the Tracks) alliance at Hill River volunteering on community science
projects. Come to the next meeting to hear what you missed out on. Other
Members camped out in Chittering Acres Studio on the annual Camp Fire
Cookout.
Members attending the last meeting were given the run down on map reading.
It was beneficial for all. Thanks to Ross for preparing the notes and topic.
I brought along some compact recovery tracks called Go Treads which I’ve done
some testing on and rate very highly. Have you got a neat product to show and
tell? Bring it in to any meeting.
I wish the members attending the Association Gathering a safe journey as they
depart next month. It’s a social gathering of all the clubs and based in Karratha
this year. Next years has been announced in the South West. Stay tuned for
updates and get your name down as soon as its formally arranged.
The 4WD Association are running a raffle of a 40L Engel Fridge and tickets are
now on sale. Tickets can be purchased by anyone (including the general public).
Grab them from myself at any trip or meeting.
Happy Camping and safe travels this winter. The Pres, Adrian Longwood

Special General Meeting, July 9
A special general meeting has been called to elect a new Treasurer. Our
most recent Treasurer, Erica Auld, has returned to be with family in Victoria.
Early nominations can be made to the President (Adrian) or the Secretary
(Deb), or you can make a nomination on the night. Consider taking on the
role yourself, or think of someone who may be willing to take it on, and talk
to them. This is a vital role for the club.
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Reading a map: more than holding it up the right way
Many people think they know how to read a map: after all it is just about having
it up the right way and following the named road, isn’t it? That may be OK in the
city, but how would we cope if we were away from roads, had no GPS, no in-car
navigator and only an out of date forestry map? Ross Mead had some ideas to
help us with this.
At the June general meeting Ross shared his love – and knowledge – of maps
from a working life as a forester. The interactive workshop was well-attended
and had us seated at tables, with a previously unseen (and out of date) map in
front of each of us. Using the map, Ross showed us how to understand the
information around the edge of the map: what sort of projection it was, who
made the map, where magnetic north was when the map was made (magnetic
north changes continuously) and how to work out where it would be on the day
we had to use the
map. He also
introduced us to
the different grid
referencing
systems and how
to interpret the
various lines and
signs on the map.
It was a great,
informative
session and will
be followed by another. Thanks Ross!
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A Noble outing for lunch

It was a great turnout on a drizzly Sunday for the
Club’s social outing for lunch at the Noble Falls
tavern in Gidgegannup. Nearly 30 members and
family came for the event, with some coming early
to enjoy a walk around the Noble Falls, just over
Toodyay Road from the Tavern.
We had booked a table and had a good place on the
verandah, but the tavern was also the place of
choice for another car club and quite a few other
patrons. This meant there were some delays with
and there was some confusion over what was
ordered. Despite this, it was a good day and great
to see so many members enjoying the camaraderie.
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Camping tips
§ When it's cold and you
have a good fire going,
place a small shovel full
of coals under your
seat!
Keeps
your
backside and back
toasty warm!
§ Welding gauntlets are
cheap, they insulate
well enough to hold a
red hot coal in your
hand, and they make
tending the campfire
very easy and safe.

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.

Mundaring powerlines: July 14

TRIP PROMOTIONS

This trip takes us along the
Mundaring Powerlines, where
you can test your skills on
rocky (and possibly muddy)
terrain. We will be taking our
cars through a variety of the
challenges
that
the
Mundaring Powerlines Track
has to offer. It is mainly rocky
terrain, with gravel, sand, mud Mundaring Powerlines after rain: a choose-yourand ruts thrown in along the own adventure. Pic: www.exploroz.com/treks/powerline-trek
way. This trip is great to refine your skills or to safely expand your driving skills in
the company of more experienced and skilled drivers.
You will need more than half a tank of fuel, recovery gear is not essential, but
any gear you have is always handy to bring along. We will let our tyres down, so
a compressor will be handy to have, but if you don’t have one, don’t worry as
there will be others around to help. Please bring a packed lunch, morning tea,
and drinks, including plenty of water, closed-in shoes or boots and a spare tyre
in good working order. Sidewall cuts are more probable in this terrain, meaning
tyres need to be replaced. Please contact Adrian on 0424 723 558.
The Powerlines Track has a reputation for causing damage to vehicles. Please be
aware that there is a chance you may scratch, or do more severe damage to your
vehicle. All efforts will be taken to avoid damage to vehicles, but some hill climbs
are challenging, skill levels vary, some cars are lifted, and some aren't. Please
consider your skill, and your
Charles Darwin Reserve: Aug 23-25 vehicle before attempting
sections and advise if you need
Come along to Charles Darwin Reserve
more guided help, or an
for this Tending the Tracks event. There is
alternative route. Unlifted
track maintenance to be done and
Imprezas and Libertys would not
education sessions for all. The reserve is
be suitable for this trip. Stock
350km north of Perth and is habitat for
Outbacks may have some
230 animals and 680 plant species.
approach/departure
angle
Register on the Tending the Tracks site.
issues.
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Winter lunch for Santa at Summer Creek

Come
Let's have a truly Australian Christmas-in-July lunch experience
home in a
at the rustic but welcoming Summer
convoy
Creek Restaurant and Brewery at
TRIP PROMOTIONS
through
Bakers Hill (yes, the location of the
the
renown Bakers Hill Bakery, iconic morning tea stop for Club
Mundaring
trips starting off on the Great Eastern Highway). Break out your
forest.
ugleeee Xmas sweaters and shirts! It's their time to shine!
Contact
When: Saturday 27 July at 12.30 pm. Where: Summer Creek
Adrian
Restaurant & Brewery, 9 Yates Street Bakers Hill. Cost:
$35/person.
Hosts Rupert and Annette are providing a delicious Christmas menu consisting of
turkey and ham roast with veg plus a special home-made Christmas Pudding. A
nut roast is available for vegetarians, plus some gluten-free options. Soft drinks
and specialty beer and ale brewed on the premises are available.
Rupert may lead us on a tour of the impressive, shiny brewery if he is not too
busy. Join the trip on the Club website or ring Joy on 0429 4737 09.
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TRIP PROMOTIONS

Melangata station: Murchison Meander Day 1, April 23
Well, it was a good start to the day, having had a nice hot shower the night before
and then a morning stroll to a flush toilet. All the benefits of civilisation.
After a casual breakfast we caught up with Jo Clews for a guided tour of the
Melangata homestead. Jo and her partner Ken purchased Melangata Station in
2016 with the plan to restore the house to its former glory and run the Station
as a tourist venture.
Melangata Homestead is a unique building. It was designed by Monsignor John
Hawes for the Williamson family as his first commission in the area and
constructed between 1917 and 1920. Monsignor Hawes was the Catholic priest
for the Mullewa area. Over the following 25 years, he went on to design many
outstanding religious buildings in the mid-west, Murchison and Gascoyne area.
These include the churches at Mullewa, Yalgoo and a number of other local
towns. Most notable of his designs is the St Francis Xavier Cathedral in Geraldton.
As with most of Monsignor Hawes’ designs, Melangata Homestead is an unusual
building. It conforms to Hawes’s use of the number 7 as a significant religious
detail. There are 7 arches in the house. There are also 7 arches in the small
chapel. The house also has its own turret. Of note is that there are no main doors
9
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on the house. It has arched passages
which dissect the house north-south
and east-west. According to Jo, this is
fine for keeping the house cool in
summer but not good when the cold
winter southerlies blow right through.
She is planning to get some doors built
to be able to close off the house
during those times.
Further information on Monsignor
Hawes is readily available on the
internet. A guided tour of his
wonderful church at Mullewa is highly
recommended.
After having a look around the
Homestead it was on the road again.
This time we were off to Cue via
Dalgaranga meteorite crater and
Walga Rock. Dalgaranga meteorite
Jason, Nathan and Adelaide inside Melangata
crater was discovered in 1920. It is the
smallest registered meteorite crater in the world being just 25 metres in
diameter and 5 metres deep. It is also one of the youngest, occurring about 3000
years ago, so the crater is still clearly visible – including effects of the impact. The
meteor struck from the west as can be seen by the raised eastern edge of the
crater that was pushed up with the impact. Cont. p. 11
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Melangata Day 1, cont.
From p.10 The crater is only small but perfectly
formed. A number of tektites have been found
around the crater previously but we were not
successful in our searches. A tektite is a small
smooth surfaced rock with a glass-like
appearance, often black in colour. It is formed
from molten rock and sand caused by the
impact of a meteorite.
From Dalgaranga, it was off to Walga Rock.
Walga Rock is famous for two main reasons. It
is the third largest rock in Australia after Mt
Augustus and Uluru. It is the second largest
monolith after Uluru. It also has a significant
amount of Aboriginal art on the rock’s northern The favoured story of the Walga ship
face. There is also a drawing of a sailing ship. comes from the WA Maritime
Museum (via club member Dina
There has been a lot of scientific discussion on Shaw) which says the drawing was
why and how a drawing of a sailing ship got to by an Afghan cameleer who had
be drawn on a rock face 350 km from the sea. come from what is now Port Gregory
After a quick lunch and look at the Aboriginal which was, from 1850, a significant
art, it was back on the road again and heading port for mines inland from
Northampton. The script underneath
for Cue. Along the way, David got to play fire is Arabic lettering, and likely Dari
fighter when he spotted a fire burning in scrub (Persian) language.
next to the road. Without hesitation, he
stopped his car, grabbed his bucket and, collecting water from the adjacent
creek, proceed to do gallant battle with the “beast”. It appeared the fire had
resulted from a nearby camp fire or the people who lit this camp fire. Having
completed his good deed for the day, it was onwards towards Cue.
Cue is also known as the “Queen of the Murchison” and is the centre of an
extensive local goldmining industry. It is quite an interesting town with several
local places of interest to visit. The town itself has been beautified considerably
recently. There are a number of lovely old stone buildings all neat, clean and tidy.
The Masonic Hall, which is constructed with horizontal corrugated iron walls and
balustrading around the upper landing, has also been well cared for. We stopped
at the local park to stretch the legs. I took the opportunity to fill up my water
container. Cont. p.14
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CLUB CALENDAR
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Tues 6. Committee meeting
Tues 13. General meeting
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Sat 17. Breakfast at the Left
Bank. 8am
Fri-Sun 23-25. Tending the
Tracks
Sun 25. Lancelin Dunes
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Sun 27. Xmas in July
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Tues 3. Committee
Tues 10. General meeting
Sat 7. Tenpin bowling. Morley
Sat-Mon 28-30. Coalseam
Conservation Park wildflower
trip
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CLUB CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2019
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Quiz.
Ernie’s grandma kept
this house in good
condition and its care is
on track.
Answer by email to the
editor
[address on p.2]
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Saturday 2. 40th Anniversary
Dinner. Woodvale Reception
Centre
Tues 5. Committee
Tues 12. General meeting

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
SPONSORS
Subaru Australia
Subaru Wangara
Subaru Osborne Park
Richard’s Tyrepower,
Premium SUV Offroad Training
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Melangata Day 1.
From p. 11
After Cue we were off again for a
quick blast down the Highway to Mt
Magnet. This town is also the support
base for a number of local mines but I
must confess I thought Cue was nicer.
We stopped in Mt Magnet to refuel
and also restock groceries from the
local IGA. We also conducted a raid on
the ice-cream and iced coffee supply.
Wonderful!
After that, it was back on the road to
our camp at Melangata. We had
decided to return home via Mt
Magnet because the road was much
better that way. The road from
Melangata to Cue had a number of
wash-aways and difficult corners.
Given that the day was getting on and
the return would necessitate driving
back to camp into the setting sun, it
was decided to pick the best road.
We got back to camp at about 18:30
hrs. The drive had been difficult as we
were driving through dust into the
setting sun. Some of the local wildlife
was also using the road which added
to the driving stress. However, we all
made it back safely though weary.
Everything was improved by a meal,
hot shower and a wee dram of
whiskey around the campfire to finish
off an interesting days travels.
Ross Mead
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Ross captures the interior of the mess hall
at Wooleen woolshed.

Murchison Meander
Day 2, 24 April

On our second day of the Murchison
Meander we headed for Wooleen
Station, where we spoke with
owners Frances and David.
David was having trouble with an old
L-series Subaru and asked for ideas.
We shared a few and then paid to
tour around the station for the day.
The first stop was at a long reach of
the Murchison River about 10km
north of the homestead. Cont. p.15
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From p.14
There, all but Jo walked
to the water, suffered
the flies and enjoyed
seeing a long stretch of
wide water and the river
flowing strongly. We rejoined Jo back at the
cars, where Jo was
resting her damaged
legs, had lunch and
headed south again.
The next stop was at the
Sharpe family memorial
which overlooked Lake Gnomey checks out the kitchen at Woolen woolshed
Wooleen. The view across the lake was
very special because the lake, the largest
freshwater lake in the Murchison, was full
of water as far as the eye could see. Of the
four times I have been to Wooleen, this
was the first time the lake had water in it.
From the lake we headed to Wooleen
woolshed, which was destroyed in a storm
some years ago, but the original mess hall
and kitchen was still intact, along with
Jo and Oscar get wet
some of the shearers’ quarters.
On leaving Wooleen we took the road to
Murchison Settlement, where we planned to spend Anzac Day the next day, but
we were stopped at the crossing by water flowing too fast and too deep for
comfort. As we did not have to get across just then, we decided to wait to see if
the water level dropped overnight. It so happened that on my previous trip in
the area I had saved the location of a good campsite at the river crossing, so we
set up camp for the night in an idyllic spot, played Finska, had a fire, cooked
dinner and went to bed. The next day the water had dropped and we crossed the
river without incident and went on to commemorate Anzac Day at Murchison
Settlement (see story in the May issue). Stephan Millett
15
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Murchison
Meander day 3
After getting through the
Murchison River and
attending the Anzac
service at Murchison
Settlement
(including
‘smoko’ with the locals)
we headed for Errabiddy
Bluff, the highest point
near
Murchison
settlement.
Mark and Ross set off Ross returns from his bluff stroll
separately to scale the
north face of the bluff in fairly strong sun. Ross found a better route to the top
and regaled us from the edge of the bluff. Mark came down before reaching the
summit: he needed water. After lunch under jury-rigged awning shade we
headed back to the settlement where we had showers and enjoyed the grass
before heading back to the camp site of the
previous night – back through the
Murchison River, which had dropped
further during the day.

Murchison Meander Day 4

After breaking camp we again headed back
through the Murchison, but this time we
headed to Woolgorong Outcamp, a partly
restored brick building on the now
abandoned station. One of this building’s
claims to fame is that it was home for a
while for Ernie Dingo’s grandmother. The
restoration work by Track Care has
protected the building, but there is more to
be done. The track into the house is cut
short by a washaway and most of the group
Woolgorong outcamp kitchen
decided to park and walk. Cont. p.18
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From p. 17 Stephan needed some
excitement after days of flat road, so he
crossed the washaway and parked in front
of the outstation building.
From there we headed to Mullewa, via Well
9. This well on the Hooley Stock Route was
restored in 2001 by the North West District
Rifle Clubs, based in Greenough. The
restoration is standing up well, and shows
clearly how stock were watered on this
stock route. Cont. p.19.

Above: Track Care has protected the
outstation from further deterioration.
Below: The winch and stock trough at
Well 9. Left: Woolgorong outstation.

Woolgorong Outcamp
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From p. 18 On the way in to Mullewa David’s car started giving out warning
flashes, so we stopped in Mullewa to investigate. He could not cancel the error
codes so he had his car checked over by the mechanic at the BP station. The
mechanic said all was OK and explained why: stating that many cars came
through with error codes that were worrying, but harmless.
By the time David was on the road again it was getting late so we headed for the
municipal caravan park, paid
online and set up our tents before
enjoying a welcome shower and a
meal.

Murchison Meander
Day 5
Home via Coalseam
Conservation Park

After waking at 1am and 4am
because a few of us had set our
tents on top of some sprinklers, we
were still able to get ready for our
departure at 8:30am. Ross was
going to visit some friends in
Geraldton so that left Jo, Dave,
Stephan and myself ready to travel
to Coalseam Conservation Park.
Dave’s car was showing no further
symptoms from the previous day which was good and so we left the
Mullewa caravan park.
Our first stop was at Irwin lookout with the view of the Irwin River and the edge
of Victoria Plateau. We then travelled down to Fossil in search some and we
weren’t disappointed as there were many of the small fossils embedded in the
far river bank. We made a quick stop at Miners to view the campsite offering, the
coal seam and coal mine before we found morning tea at the Mingenew Bakery.
After our planned lunch stop at Moora, Stephan departed the group taking a
more direct route home whilst the rest of us headed down to the Great Northern
Hwy to join the other holiday traffic returning to Perth. Mark Smithers
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Dwellingup mystery tour: May 18-19
It was a beautiful
crisp morning for a
day of exploring in
Dwellingup with our
man of the forest,
Ranger Ross. As luck
would have it, our
meeting point was at
the
Byford
Aldi
carpark and a few
savvy
Subaru
shoppers
arrived
early to line up for some winter
bargains before heading south
for the day.
The day was a lovely balance of
driving, exploring and enjoying
the beautiful Murray River in
autumn. It was a popular day,
with 16 cars in total and a
handful of kids including our
newest (soon to be Subaru
member) Charlotte and her mum
Veronica.
We arrived in Dwellingup via Nettleton Road and then moved towards the
Serpentine River via Scarp Road, which was a pretty drive. Scarp Road was built
as a consequence of the Royal Commission into the catastrophic fires of January
1961. One of the recommendations was that a road be built along the top of the
scarp from the Serpentine to Murray River to aid fire management access.
We had a brief stop at North Dandalup Dam to stretch our legs, then it was back
on to Scarp Road to an old railway formation, built in 1902 to service Whittaker’s
Mill and allow it to link with the main rail line at North Dandalup. The interesting
point of this rai formation was to overcome the steep grade of the downhill
descent to the mill. Cont. p. 22
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From p. 21. The problem was
the very steep grade down the
hill. To handle that, a dual
tramway was built down the
hill. A strong cable through a
large pulley at the top of the hill
allowed the loaded tram going
downhill to pull up the empty
tram on the other track. The
empty tram acted as a brake for
the loaded one.
From here, we headed in search
A way around a fallen tree... thanks Ross
of Gold in the hills! This was an
officially declared goldfield by
the Western Australian government, except without any gold. In the late 1800s,
the North Dandalup hills were declared a site for gold mining, with reported large
quantities of gold found in this region.
It was an elaborate hoax in order to coerce some unsuspecting wealthy
businessmen to buy the bogus gold shafts to mine gold. They were able to
convince the masses by planting gold shavings into the sides of the shafts. A party
of three prospectors, G.H. Lovett, Leslie Menzies and Joseph King were the men
responsible for the hoax. Selling the site to an unsuspecting English finance firm
was their ultimate aim, and shortly after one invested 30 000 pounds. Cont. p.23
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From p.22 Gold fever had
gripped Perth. Lovett’s
shaft is still visible today
as well as some smaller
shafts around the area.
From there, we travelled
down some beautiful
bush tracks back to Scarp
Rd and on to Oakley Dam.
Along the way, we had to
make an unscheduled detour, thanks to a large tree which had fallen over our
track. However Ross quickly surveyed the area and made a new bush track for
the team, which was a bit of fun. The Oakley Dam was built on the Oakley Brook
in 1932 to supply fresh water to the steam locomotives at Pinjarra as the Murray
River was becoming to saline to use. This became our lunch stop. After lunch, it
was on for a little bit more history as we took in the POW camp at Marrinup via
Deer Road and Greys Road. Here we looked
at the remains of the camp with particular
reference to finding the flower beds which
had been built using small stones by the
POWs in the shape of the card suits.
From here, we travelled to Dwellingup
township via the old Marrinup mill site for a
quick pit stop. From here, thanks to Ross,
we were able to gain access to some
forestry roads, not normally accessible to
the general public. These were very pretty
tracks which took us down to Rapids Road
along the south side of the River. We ended
up at the remains of the old river crossing at
the southern end of Scarp Road where it 'Rodin' Longwood ponders...
meets the Murray River. With the exception of Ross, no one was game to camp
overnight in the three degree weather, when a warm bed was a mere 1.5 hours
away so all the wimps headed home and Ross enjoyed the solitude of a night at
Nanga Town site. A very historically interesting, pretty and enjoyable day in and
around the Dwellingup region. Many thanks Ross. Karen Eldridge
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