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January 2019 

Happy New Year 

Next meeting 

Moresby Street Hall, Kensington  
Tuesday 8 January, 7.30pm  

Then, the  2nd Tuesday of each month 
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EDITOR:    Stephan Millett  0405 221 845 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    
Tony Richards 9386 7705,  Travis Maskey 0422 815 737, Joanne Norton 0411 151 024,  
Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969, Ross Mead  0417920848     
Contact all committee on   comm@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
MERCHANDISE:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
WEBMASTER:   Rob Griffiths  0411 249 933  
    Jim Wilcox  0419 040 969 
4WD ASSOC DELEGATES:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558  
    Keith Low  0407 477 980 
MEMBERSHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Travis Maskey  0422 815 737 
    membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
PROPERTY OFFICER:  Tony Richards  
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER:  Joy Unno  0429 374 709 
    environment@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
SOCIAL MEDIA:   Jason Moore  0423 088 587 

socialmedia@subaru4wdclub.asn.au 

2018/2019 COMMITTEE 
 

Club member of the Year 2018-2019: Robert Griffiths 
Life members: Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 
Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw, Ron Caunce, Jim Wilcox and Tony Richards 
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It’s now the time when you have to re-learn things and get used 
to writing 2019. Yes, it’s here and we’re kicking off an exciting 
year for the club with a beach run. Nothing beats a classic 
summers’ day driving along the beach and then cooling the toes 
in the water.  
Importantly, 2019 brings up our 40th birthday (the club began 
late in 1979) so stay tuned as the committee organizes a 

celebration. Want to get involved? Message Joy Unno and Jo Norton. 
Following on from our article last month on overloading your car, we will dig 
deeper and look to add a spreadsheet so you can copy and customise it to your 
vehicle and luggage. Maybe it’s time to get the scales out and weigh all your 
gear. 
Dave’s got a fair few trips lined up for 2019 so read on to see what’s set up and 
get your name down early to make it easier for the trip leaders’ preparations. 
Thanks to all those who came to our December 
GM, and brought share plates along. It was a nice 
night and Dave’s presentation on PLBs (GPS 
personal locator beacons) was a great finish to the 
year, with him showing how to operate the Club’s 
kit. Miss the show? Email Dave Peck for a copy and 
have a read. 
We’re Moving!!! We are starting the new year in 
a new building, only just a little further down the road. Please follow directions 
to Moresby St Hall, Moresby St. It is above the park at the intersection of 
Douglas Ave and South Terrace. Kensington. It’s all over the club website. We 
are also changing back to Tuesday nights at the usual time of 7.30pm. 
We are hoping to have a guest speaker along to talk about lithium batteries, 
folding solar panels and more. Be sure you’re on time in the new hall on 
Tuesday January 8.  
Subaru Osborne Park and Wangara have the new Foresters in stock and on 
display. In the market for new wheels? Get down there and get a good deal at 
our club sponsors. 
Want to see what new products are at TyrePower? I’ve bought a set of their 
Tyre Pressure Monitoring System with internal sensors, which means no lost 
valve cap sensors, yippee! Cont. p. 4 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Did you know that in 
Japan there will soon 
be an STI version of 
the 2019 Forester? 
Sorry, but there are 
no plans for it in Oz. 
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 Cont. From p. 3 
Garmin has 
released a new in-
car GPS navigator 
and they’ve got 
HEMA maps inside 
it. It’s a serious 
unit and very user 
friendly, definitely 
worth considering 
as an alternative 
to the HEMA HX-1. 
Look up their RV 
series units for 
more info online. 
Stay safe over the 
festive season, 
best wishes to all, 
thanks for 
reading.  
The Pres, Adrian 
Longwood 
 
.  
 
 

Thank you to all who contribute to the Club magazine 
There are many people to thank. Travis for handling printing and postage, 
Rob and Jim for their wizardry with the website, the Committee for all 
their help and, of course, the many of you who write articles and reports, 
take pictures and send them for inclusion in the magazine. As any editor 
will tell you, having articles coming in on time and with pictures makes the 
job easier. Keep it up. Thank you.  If you struggle with writing, put down 
some dot points and send them in: they can be magicked into an article.  
The Editor. 

News from the 4WD Association 
1. Venue decided for Karratha Gathering. The 
Balmoral Caravan Park has been booked for the 4WD 
Association Gathering in July. The park has ensuite 
sities, powered sites and unpowered sites. There is 
also a swimming pool and a camp kitchen. 
The Gathering is the annual meeting of WA 4WD 
clubs and this year it is also the launching venue for 
a club trip across to the Simpson Desert via the Gary 
Highway and a few other back roads.  
If you can make it you’ll find the Gathering a great 
event, with excursions and meals and a good time.  
2. New track mapped. Mark Skeels has completed 
mapping what he calls the ‘long way home’ that 
connects the Mundaring to Albany track to the 
eastern and northern goldfields and from there back 
to Perth. Sections of the new track should be 
available for clubs to trial after Easter. Mark did much 
of the mapping work for the Mundaring-Albany track 
which the club explored last year.  
3. Anniversary. The Association’s 10-year 
anniversary will be at Kaarakin (Mills Road, Martin) 
on 23 and 24 February. There will be a late afternoon 
barbecue and overnight camping for anyone 
interested. 
 

PLEASE 
SUPPORT OUR 
SPONSORS 
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Trips start again with our annual beach run on January 13. 
Then on the Australia Day long weekend we are going 
somewhere new, to Deepdene Farmstay just out of Augusta.  
And… We have started planning two big trips for next year  

Warriédar and beyond. The first is a combined Easter / Anzac day trip 
to Warriédar station for April 19 to 22 and then on to probably another 4 or 5 
stations in the Murchison,  staying a couple of nights where we can, and 
returning April 28. So, if you are working, take April 23, 24 and 26 off and you 
will get a 10-day break J. 
Karratha to Alice, Simpson Desert, Coober Pedy and…? 
The other big trip is to 
celebrate the club’s 
40th anniversary. This 
trip starts in Karratha 
on July 15, after the 
4WD Association 
Gathering, and heads 
to Alice Springs via 
the Gary Junction Road. [I’m 
planning it and have built in the 
option for people who don’t have 
much leave to meet us in Alice 
Springs – they leave Perth on July 
20]. From there down past the 
geographical centre of Australia 
(did you know there are 5 
different centres depending on 
how it’s calculated!). Then across 
the Simpson Desert, down the 
Birdsville Track then to Coober 
Pedy. Here the time-poor people 
can head back to Perth arriving August 11. I’m still toying with other return 
options for people who have a bit more time.  Anyone interested in the Anne 
Beadell Highway? Cheers David 

Images from Wikipedia. Thank you. 

Simpson Desert 

TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
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Our new meeting venue  
Our new meeting place is Moresby Street 
Hall, Kensington, on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30pm 
The hall is on the downhill side of the 
carpark serving the small row of shops. 
Enter from South Terrace or Douglas Ave. 

 
  This is the 40th 

Anniversary year for 
the Club. There will be 
a special dinner 
evening and some 
great trips to help us 
celebrate. 
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Some Christmas cheer to end the year 
This year we again celebrated 
the end of the year by bringing 
food to the general meeting. 
Our newly re-elected 
President, Adrian, chaired the 
General Meeting (GM) and 
commented on the great 
turnout of 41 members and 
guests (including baby 
Adelaide). A voice from the 
back rows of the peanut 
gallery was heard to say 
"It's the free food!", and 
indeed there was the 
usual delicious spread as 
everyone brought a plate 
to share. The GM 
proceeded rapidly and 
with a festive air 
appropriate to the 
Season. Some highlights 
included: the presentation 
of the personal Club 
Member of the Year 
trophy to Rob Griffiths, 
well-done Rob on 
constructing the new Club 
website; a show & tell by 
Daniel Bedo of the 
iTechworld Jump Starter Backup Power Bank Battery; and the presentation of 
a few remaining Awards to people who were not at the Annual Dinner 
(including Jo Norton as Social Trip Leader of the Year, John Kiszco & Penny Price 
as Seasoned Swaggers, and the Bedo family winning four Silly/Other Awards 
between them- some kind of record!). Cont. p. 11 

Food … glorious food 
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From p. 10 After the conclusion 
of the meeting everyone tucked 
into the food and cups of tea 
while David Peck set up for his 
talk on the Club's Personal 
Locator Beacons (PLBs). It was a 
very informative and easily 
understandable presentation 
that all Club members should be 
aware of, thanks David. The main 
points that I understood were 
that 1) PLBs can be life-saving 
devices, and 2) when activated, 
helicopters and/or planes will 
come to search for you! So you 
must judge each situation 
carefully and not panic.  
The powerpoint is available on 
the Club website in the Members 
Library Content (Safety) section. 
Socialising and eating continued 
after the talk. It was great to see 
new faces in the 
crowd but also to 
catch up with long-
term members such 
as Val Hunter. All-in-
all, it was a fine end to 
the year and good 
farewell to the venue 
as January 2019 will 
see the GMs 
convening at the Moresby Street Hall, 
Kensington, and the meeting date changed to 
the second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
Joy Unno 

Above: David 
shows how to 
use the new 
PLBs. Right: 
Long-time 
member Val 
Hunter enjoys 
the celebration 
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Woodman Point Barbecue Tea  
Sunday 10 Feb 2019 
Join us at the John Graham Reserve, Woodman Point 
for a pleasant Sunday summer evening BBQ social in 
the park with access to the nearby beach. 
The John Graham Reserve area has shady trees, 
lawns, BBQs, picnic benches (some with gazebos), a 
children's playground, a kiosk, and toilet facilities. The 
kiosk is usually open until 6.30 pm and serves snacks, 
coffee & ice-cream. Otherwise, bring your own food & 

drink.  
Just a short walk down the 
path from the park you will 
find the beach (possible 
activities include beach 
fishing, paddling, swimming, 
kayaking) and the old Ammo 

Jetty. The jetty is closed due to storm damage and you 
should not walk under the jetty or allow children to do 
so. Come earlier if you want a swim. 
Nearby are numerous historic sites (ruins) from the 
period when Woodman Point was used as a 
Quarantine Station and ammunition store. There are 
bush walking trails and shared path cycling routes. If 
all that sounds too energetic, just set up a chair in the 
shade, relax with drinks and nibbles, and chat with 
friends. New members are very welcome. Join the trip 
on the Club website or call Joy on 0429 473709 with 
any questions. 

Time: 5 pm 
onwards  
Where: 1 
Nyyerbup Circle, 
Coogee WA 
 

TRIP PROMOTIONS Sunset picnic 
and paddle 
Sunday 17 March  
For this social 
outing we meet at 
the Kent Street 
weir at 4pm for a 
paddle in canoes 
and kayaks. If you 
don’t have one, 
there will be 
spares if you want 
to try it. At 6pm 
there is a  picnic 
dinner.  Turn up 
for a paddle and a 
picnic, or just 
come for the picnic 
if you wish. 
There are 
barbecues, 
sheltered picnic 
tables, children's 
playground, and 
pets are welcome. 
The section of the 
river downstream 
from the weir has 
some of the best 
estuarine 
vegetation in the 
Swan Canning 
Riverpark. Contact 
David Peck 0402 
177 886. 
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A 
Building a fridge slide to fit a Forester 
It can be difficult to find a fridge slide to fit in the rear of 
a Forester, so I set out to make my own.  
This one uses drawer slides with a load rating of 100kg, 
costing about $60, some marine ply and a few strips of 
lightweight galvanised right angle strips. The frame is 
screwed and glued marine ply and the runners are 
attached through the galvanised angle strips. To stop the 
fridge tipping, the slide assembly is bolted to a 12mm marine 
ply base that replaced the original floor.  
Replacing the floor was the first task, which I did so I could 
install a second battery in the wheel. This is connected via a 
RedArc isolator switch and heavy cable to the front battery. 
The spare wheel had to come out of the wheel well and go on 
the outside, but that left a lot of room for storage of tools, 
spares and recovery gear as well as the battery. 
Building the slide was complicated by having to fit it into a 
tight space left by the kitchen I had built earlier. This meant 
using thinner ply than planned, but resulted in a lighter 
structure – made stronger by the galvanised angles. The 
assembly is raised off the floor to allow access to the battery 
and its fuse box. It also gives room to store an inverter, a chair, 
a table and a box of miscellaneous bits while allowing the 
fridge lid to open fully once it is slid out.  Stephan Millett 

The slide 
allows 
the fridge 
to open 
fully and 
have 
room for 
a kitchen 
and 
storage 

Second  battery space 

Bolted down 

Fridge tie-down 
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JANUARY 2019 

S M T W T F S No committee meeting 
 
Tues 8. General meeting. 
Moresby Street Hall, South 
Perth 
Sun 13 Annual beach run 
Sat 26-Thurs 31 Deepdene 
Farm Stay Augusta 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

MARCH 2019 

S M T W T F S Sat 2 – Mon 4. Camping trip. 
Collie. 
Tues 5. Committee meeting 
Tues 12. General meeting 
Sun 17. Sunset picnic and paddle 
 

31     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

FEBRUARY 2019 

S M T W T F S Tues 5. Committee meeting 
Tues 12. General meeting 
Sat 9. Picnic at the beach. 
Woodman Point 
Thurs 14 – Fri 15. Albany 
explorer 
Sat 16-Sun 17. Field of Lights 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

CLUB CALENDAR 
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APRIL 2019 

S M T W T F S Tues 2. Committee meeting 
7pm 
Sat 6. Finska Cup 
Tues 9. General meeting 
7.30pm 
Fri 19- Mon 29 Wooleen Station 
Mid-West Station Hopping  
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 29 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

MAY 2019 

S M T W T F S Sun 5. Seabird Tavern 
Tues 7. Committee meeting 
7pm 
Tues 14. General meeting 
7.30pm 
Sat 18. Mystery tour with Ross 
(maybe with overnight stay) 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

CLUB CALENDAR 

Deepdene Farm Stay Augusta, January 26-28 
Deepdene Farmstay is a rural property about five minutes’ drive from 
Augusta and about 900m from Jewel Cave which has a café. Beaches are 
also close by. The campsites overlook paddocks of cows and horses, 
with a  number of large trees to offer shade in the summer and 
frequently a lovely breeze. Facilities are basic but clean and tidy. There 
is no power, but there are solar lights and waterless compost toilets, and 
a solar hot water shower. Pets are not permitted. Bring camping gear, 
food, water, beach gear etc. Please have a full tank of fuel for the trip 
down. We depart at 9am.  David Peck is leading this trip. Please sign up 
on the website.  
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Trip trepidation for Deb’s first as leader 
Porongurups 22 – 24 September  
I set off from home with some 
trepidation as this was the first trip 
I was to lead for the club.  The 
response to the trip was keen with 
initially 15 vehicles in the convoy. 
This was reduced as Ray and Jo and 
Keith and Fiona were travelling to 
the Porongurup Caravan Park a 
day or so before the main group.  
Adrian was along on the trip and 
said if the convoy were to be too 
big we would split it in two.  As it 
turned out this wasn’t required. 
I left home early to pick up my 
brother Paul in Thornlie.  It is 
because of his long-held desire to 
climb Bluff Knoll in the Stirling 
Ranges that this trip had evolved. 
It was the ideal time to do the trip 
as good winter rains had resulted 
in a spectacular wild flower display 
and we hoped it wouldn’t be too 
hot or cold for climbing. 
We arrived at Armadale as the rest were beginning to arrive.  Karl gave us all a 
laugh as he had set off from Esperance the day before wearing odd shoes!  
After delivering my briefing we set off for the Albany Highway with the first 
planned stop at the ever-popular Williams Woolshed. Karl said he needed to 
get fuel before setting off and would catch us up.  We were not to find him 
again until Arthur River! 
The trip to the Williams Woolshed and indeed all the way to Mt Barker Bakery 
was uneventful and the countryside was lush and green.  Cont. p. 15 

TRIP REPORTS 

Deb’s brother Paul sets off for Bluff Knoll 
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Wrong-footed, but on track 
From p. 14 We had a brief toilet stop at Kojonup 
and had a quick look in the tourist bureau where 
they promoted a market that was to be held on 
the Monday when the majority of us were 
heading back.  After fuelling up the car and 
ourselves at Mt Barker we headed out to the 
Porongurup Caravan Park to settle ourselves in.  
Keith and Fiona had been out for the day looking 
for flowers and directed Paul, Erica and I to a 
place not far away where they had seen orchids 
and other flowers. 
With the afternoon drawing on we decided to head out as we were to spend 
the following day climbing Bluff Knoll and might miss the opportunity.  Despite 
being a little chilly and some cloud cover we were able to feast on the floral 
delights the reserve had to offer including finding the orchids exactly as Keith 
and Fiona had indicated on their ‘map’ drawn in the sand!  We decided that 
due to fading light we did not have time to do the whole lap of the reserve and 
turned back for the carpark.  We were rather alarmed when Erica almost 
stepped on a baby snake on the path! The snake must have been a little cold 
(air temp was about 15 degrees) as it remained very still so we were able to 
take photos!  Cont. p. 16 
 

Paul and Deb on track for Bluff Knoll 

 How odd! 
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Low cloud and high hikes for 
Porongurups 
From p. 15. This was a lesson to me as 
I had always thought that when it was 
that cold snakes would be at home in 
bed!! Back at camp Paul and I enjoyed 
a lovely beef burgundy that Erica had 
prepared and we settled in for a 
reasonably early night in preparation 
for some serious exercise the following 
day. 
Paul and I feasted heartily on a 
breakfast of bacon and eggs to give us 
a good start to the day.  Erica, Adrian, 
Mel, Paul and I were the only ones 
attempting the climb and we left camp 
about 8am and arrived to do the climb 
by 9am.  There was some low cloud 
and a lot of vehicles arriving at the 
carpark under the guidance of park 
staff. 
As we set off the cloud began to lift and 
on the first section of the climb we 
began to glimpse views of the rocky 
cliffs above.  There were many 
different varieties of flowers, shrubs 
and trees to be seen all with their individual blooms and colours. At one lower 
section we paused at a lovely waterfall but not for long as the mosquitoes were 
so large they could have carried you off! 
The climb was steep and pretty tough going for those who don’t normally 
engage in such strenuous exercise. Erica decided to turn back before we 
reached the waterfall recognising she did not have enough steam to keep 
going. There were many climbers as the day had become bright and sunny and 
in fact in became very warm even without the heat generated by climbing! 
Cont. p. 18 

 Paul makes it back from the top 

TRIP REPORTS 
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High times in Porongurups 
From p. 16. Paul and I stopped more and more frequently to draw breath and 
have some water.  Paul was great as he encouraged me on (I had set off 
thinking it would be the other way around). Eventually I had to concede defeat 
with consideration for knees that also had to climb down! 
The views to this point were absolutely stunning across countryside that took 
in both the national park and farmland.  The canola crops stood out in their 
fields of ‘sunshine’. At intervals a light plane towing gliders would appear and 
release them. It was amazing to see them flying 
silently with use of thermals above the bluff like 
giant white eagles.  
By this time, we had heard over the radio that 
Adrian and Mel had reached the summit and 
were enjoying the views from the top!  There is a 
lot to be said for younger legs!! 
The climb down seemed relatively easy and quick 
and I joined Erica to wait for Paul to return which 
was to be some time later.   
Adrian and Mel returned and we had our lunches 
together in the carpark which, by this time, was 
less congested.  Adrian and Mel headed off for 
Castle Rock and the Skywalk while Erica and I 
settled in under the lovely shelter to wait for 
Paul. 
Well done to my brother as he persevered with his fear of heights and sheer 
drops to reach the top of Bluff Knoll. What an achievement! 
In all his round trip took him six hours and almost a case of dehydration!  Erica 
and I welcomed him back and I got a group of people sitting on the seat to 
cheer him back as well.  He drank a litre of water I offered him in a short space 
of time – yes, it had been that warm!! 
After Paul had recovered, Erica suggested we drive back to Porongurup via the 
Stirling Range Road.  It proved to be a spectacular drive through the ranges 
with some lookouts along the way.  We were so pooped we couldn’t climb 
them even though they were about 500m in length.  While on the drive we 
were amazed to hear Adrian respond to one of our radio transmissions even 
though he was about 40km away at Castle Rock! Cont. p.19 

TRIP REPORTS 
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Porongurups, From p. 18 Our drive brought 
us out of the ranges and into farmland and 
being so close to Mt Barker decided to pop in 
and fuel up before returning to camp.  A 
group decision had been made to walk next 
door to the Karri On bar for dinner and we all 
enjoyed a lovely meal before retiring for the 
night. 
I had to return to Perth in good time the 
following day as I had an early flight for work 
on the Tuesday and needed to finish 
preparing.  I let the group know that if they 
would like to return with us then they needed 
to leave by 8am.  Erica decided to travel back 
with us and we made our first stop at 
Kojonup where the market we had been told 
about was just setting up. 
It was a lovely weekend with great company, 
weather and flowers!! As an inaugural trip 
leader it was fairly straightforward despite 
‘losing’ one vehicle for a couple of hours! 
Congratulations again to my brother Paul, 
this was quite an achievement for him. 
Deborah Thyne 

Collapsible solar 100 lumen lantern 
I was wandering around Jaycar and came across solar powered 
& rechargeable lantern that is made of silicone and collapses 
down to half its height for easy storage. It works 
really well and seems tohold the battery charge 
a long time. They are CAT.NO:ST3155 and cost 
$11.95. David Peck.   

TRIP REPORTS 

 
Trophy time for Rob 
Club Member of the Year, 
Rob Griffiths receives his 
trophy from President 
Adrian Longwood at the 
December General 
Meeting. The last one in 
the old venue. 
 

The winner of last month’s quiz was Jo Norton. There was only three minutes’ 
between her’s and another correct answer. So get in quickly if you want a prize. 
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Julie joins Joy in jaunt through Googs, Flinders  
As an interloper from Port 
Lincoln, SA, in the Perth 
Subaru Club I consider myself 
lucky to have been included 
in the experience of their 
Flinders Ranges Frolic trip.  
A special thanks to my sweet 
sister Joy. I was amazed at 
her driving ability, especially 
on Googs Track, what an 
exciting experience that was. 
Of course we did have a state 
of the art vehicle to sail over the top of the dunes in – thanks Jim. All was well 
apart from one minor hiccup which may have been my fault as it was my job 
to say, “Traction control off!”, (and I didn’t ), that and to put the camera away, 
and to catch all the stuff that flew out from the back onto the front seat. 
Admiration to Deb also, it took a lot of guts to have a go at the top of those 
dunes. Of course one could tell that the fellows were taking it all in their stride 
- the recovery efforts, no worries, been there, done that. Googs Lake was a 
beautiful site. Ah, the serenity. 
Mt Finke was a foretaste of what we would see at Arkaroola. Some pretty red 

flowering Eremophila plants grew around 
there. Very wet tents in the morning 
though. 
From there it was to Port Augusta (Pt 
Agutter), almost home turf for me, and a 
chance for a cabin camp. Ah, the comfort. 
On the trip to Arkaroola it was borne in on 
us that there was an over-abundance of 
wildlife on either side of the road, first 
emus then the other part ofn “The Coat of 
Arms”, some of which were bent on 
throwing themselves across the road in 
front of us. Cont. p. 22 

TRIP REPORTS 

Julie... a joy to have along 



 SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.  

  22 

Julie’s Flinders Frolic report 
From p. 21. From then on whenever we were on the 
road we had eyes on stilts trying to avoid adding more 
road kill to the proliferation already there.  
Arkaroola camp was terrific - all the comforts of 
home with good company thrown in. The ridge top 
drive was a highlight (ha ha), the wonder of the 
scenery memorable. We saw pretty Mulga Parrots, 
and soaring Eagles. On a walk I trotted around behind 
Joy learning about geology, but don’t ask me to 
repeat it. We saw a beautiful Black Hooded Robin, and a Spiny-Cheeked 
Honeyeater - identified by its pink bill with a black tip. My experiences were 
marked by seeing birds which I’ve never seen before and Joy’s was marked 
by the “young” geology” that is rarely seen in WA.  
Admiration to Deidre for her epic 
ridge top walk, and being eyeball 
to eyeball with an eagle. 
Admiration to Daniel for making it 
to the top of the giant escarpment 
by the village (Mt Griselda). 
On the drive from Arkaroola to 
Wilpena Pound, this is where we 
had our near miss with a wallaby. 
We were flabbergasted to see on a 
grassy plain, wallabies and grey 
kangaroos as far as the eye could 
see on either side of the road, hundreds and hundreds of them. We stopped 
just out of Blinman (near Angorichina Station) by a creek bed to gather camp 
fire wood and it was there hopping along the creek bed that I was delighted to 
see, accompanied by several Yellow Rumped Thornbills, a gorgeous Red-
Capped Robin. Karen and Deidre were later both lucky enough to also see one 
when they were hiking at Wilpena Pound. 
The drive through Brachina and Bunyeroo gorges was spectacular with Callitris 
(Murray Pines in SA) clad sides, and drives through the forest, Cont. p. 23 
 

On the ridgetop tour at Arkaroola 
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From p. 22   and the first taste of towering cliffs. The return drive through this 
scenery was just as good, the cliffs were glowing in the sunshine.  
Minus 3 degrees on the first morning at Wilpena Pound was a bit hard to take 
- despite the gloves the fingers didn’t seem to be able to work on getting 
breakfast. Joy and I absconded to the restaurant and indulged in a hot buffet 
breakfast.  
The group tried to find the elusive “GOLDEN SPIKE” – the marker for the lower 
section of the famous Ediacaran fossil 
formations. We didn’t find it but I agree with 
Daniel that we were SO near. Mt Chambers 
Gorge was spectacular, not just for the 
Aboriginal art but as a record of the time it 
would have taken for weathering to expose 
those towering rocks. Sacred Canyon was 
equally mind-blowing. Clinging to the rocks was 
a small two-leafed bulb-like plant with the 
daintiest little lilac flower. 
After enjoying a pot of tea out of Royal Albert China at a cafe in Kimba we 
headed in to the Gawler Ranges. It was rainy and windy when we got there but 
the site was made beautiful by the presence of a hut and long drop. The hut 
had a kitchen, which was very convenient to prepare dinner, and three 
separate rooms which three of us quickly laid claim to. With a towel, kindly 
lent by Deb, stuffed into the missing louvre hole, I was set like a jelly. Ah, the 
comfort. 
The wind and rain died out and it was a still night making a beautiful camp 
around a roaring camp fire, under gum trees with a full moon shining down. 
The next day, the Organ Pipes were spectacular. Again it turned out Joy was 
right on the geology: the rocks were volcanic. From there it was on to Streaky 
Bay, more cabin camping, a farewell dinner, and a parting of the ways the next 
morning. I was a wee bit seedy next morning so gave waving goodbye a miss! 
Thanks for the good company and fellowship, I enjoyed your great sense of 
humour and appreciated the good organisation, there was something for 
everyone. To top it all off it was gourmet camping, the food was excellent. You 
may have noticed however, that morning organisation is not my forte, so I 
think I’ll stick to Glamping. Nice to meet you all, best wishes to everyone. 
Cheers, Julie

The elusive 'Golden Spike'. 
 Pic: Wikipedia 



 

  

 

What would you find at 10 Berriman Drive Wangara? Reply to Editor, but be quick. Others are!  


