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Spring has arrived – hopefully bringing more sunshine and a 
little less rain after what’s been a fairly wet winter. Much-
needed rainfall has filled most of the dams so I’d suggest a road 
trip to check them all out! Anyway, back to the club items. 
The next club trip is the Camping Demo weekend, for one and 
all to come along and see the gear, learn how to set it up and 
check out a variety of customised vehicles. Camp the night or 

just come for the arvo, it’s up to you, either way it’s not to be missed.  
Okay, its official, the new Forester is available for pre-order now! Cars will be 
landing around September 7. Who will be the first in the club with the new 
model? Head to our major sponsors Osborne Park and Wangara dealers to get 
the specs. 
The 4WD adventure show is coming up in November, and the layout has been 
changed completely. We will have the opportunity to have a two-minute video 
up on a screen shared between clubs. The club videos will cycle through over 
the day so we’re looking for someone to put a collection of pictures and 
videos together showcasing our club activities and members. Keen? Let 
Stephan or myself know. 
We’ve got First Aid training scheduled on September 16. I can’t portray how 
important it is to have those skills. Please put your name down and come 
along. Details are on the website. 
There’s been some desk shuffling at our dealer sponsors, with Michael Tomeo 
moving from Osborne Park to Wangara and a new dealer principal in Osborne 
Park. Please say hi to either dealer principal when you’re along servicing or 
looking at new models. Don’t forget about the other sponsors too! It all helps. 
You can see them all in the mag. 
Things to keep an eye out for: Tending the tracks – find and follow their 
Facebook page; Annual Dinner – get your names down and votes in! Subie Fest 
WA – Charity Fundraiser event day with every model Subaru they can find in 
one place; Kaarakin volunteer clean-up day and 10 year anniversary 
We are hoping to have the new Forester along to the October GM, but that’s 
yet to be confirmed. 
I look forward to seeing a good number of members along at the Camping 
Demo Weekend @ Willowbrook Farm. Get your name down quickly if you 
haven’t already. 
Thanks for reading. See you again soon. The Pres, Adrian Longwood.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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The people on the epic Purnululu and Kimberley trip are back 
and recently another group went out to Explore Credo station, 
north of Coolgardie, for a while.  
For those of us who can’t manage to get away for so long we 
are having the camping demo weekend on September 8 & 9 
not far from Perth. This is a great time to come along and see 
different ideas and gear people have. There is great variety, 

from setting up a car for a quick day trip to full-on expedition camper style, and 
this overnight camp will give all members a chance to find out what works and 
what doesn’t. Be aware that many of the 4WD shops will sell you things that 
are not really suited for our cars and it’s good to find out before you hand over 
your money. If you don’t want to camp, just come down for the day, or if you 
have always wanted to try camping, come and give it a go. If you don’t have 
camping gear, please contact one of the 
committee: many members have gear they 
will happily lend. 
With all the rain we have been having it’s 
looking like a bumper wildflower season. 
Whilst the club doesn’t have any trips planned 
north of Perth, there are some good websites 
that direct you to the best spots for 
wildflowers for example, see  
https://www.australiascoralcoast.com which 
has self-guided itineraries from 2 to 6 days. 
They have another page that says Coalseam 
National Park has the best display of 
everlastings for 10 years and the wreath 
flowers should be better now than last month. 
The long weekend trip to the Stirling Ranges 
should be great as it could be a laid back 
weekend or full on if you decide to climb Bluff 
Knoll. There is the chance to camp, take your 
camper trailer/caravan or book into 
accommodation. Cheers, David 
A Trip Leader is never lost, just exploring 

It’s time to VOTE!  
Don’t forget to get your 
nominations in for the 
various awards to be 
presented at the annual 
dinner which is at Lancelin. 
Voting for the annual 
Awards is easily done on 
the Trip page by clicking on 
the middle orange button 
labelled "Nominate for 
award" on the menu bar at 
the bottom of the page. Or 
you can simply click on the 
red text on the front page 
of the website.  
And don’t forget to 
nominate people for a 
SILLY AWARD. If you are 
not sure what to do, talk to 
a committee member. 

 
 

TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
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A chance to show off at the new-look 4WD Show  
This year there are big 
changes in store for the way 
4WD clubs are positioned at 
the Perth 4WD and camping 
show. The club tents will be 
relocated to a much more 
visible and open site. We will 
still have the same small tents, 
but we will not be crammed 
into a cul-de-sac with close 
neighbours and little through 
traffic.  
The new location straddles Taylor Street and has more space, trees, toilets 
nearby, food vehicles and we will likely be co-located with some vehicle 
dealerships and a kids’ area. The Army 
may also be our neighbours. 
The change has come about from closer 
cooperation between the event 
organisers and the WA 4WD Association, 
of which our club is one of the oldest 
members. Our President was part of the 
group working on this. Thanks Adrian. 
A club video 
We also have to get a few minutes of 
video together to be part of a rolling 
display on a big screen – so if there are 
people with good video skills, can you put 
your hand up to help edit something. 

 

Step up if you’d like to 
help out at the show 
A volunteer is needed to 
coordinate the rest of us at the 
Perth 4WD Show in November. 
This involves making a roster 
and organizing to get the free 
tickets for those who come 
along to help operate the Club’s 
stall. 
Tony Richards has done it for 
years, but he is away this time.  
And, of course, we need 
volunteers to help on each day. 
The reward is a free ticket and a 
warm inner glow for helping the 
club. 
Contact Adrian. 
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Come camping, for great company and good ideas  
Come along to Willowbrook Farm beside the 
Moore River to soak in the environment and learn 
about the range of camping gear and vehicle 
setups in the club. 
There is plenty of room. 
We head out on 
Saturday 8 September 
and travel just over an 
hour north of the city to 
camp a night at Willow 
Brook Farm, a small hobby farm located inland Gingin Brook Road backing on 
to the Moore River east of Guilderton. 
it's a great way for everyone to come along and see how others set up their 
cars and to get some ideas to improve your own setup. There is a wide variety 
of tents, swags and trailers in the 
club. 
Not only will you get to see a range 
of camping products from chairs, 
tents, tables, lights and camp beds, 
you'll also get to see vehicles with 
awnings, dual batteries, 
fridges,  lights, UHF radios, flags, fire extinguishers, and heaps more installed! 
There's also the opportunity to investigate the ways members have 
customised their vehicles. Look, ask and find out how other members can help 
you make camping (and driving off road) more enjoyable.  
There will be extra tips and tricks on setting each thing up along with the know-
how to pack it all back in the tiny bag it came with!  
Another reason not to miss this trip is the fresh scones with local jams that 
Willowbrook provides on the Sunday morning. 
This trip is for club members to demonstrate their equipment for other 
members to see what’s available and to share knowledge. All club members 
are encouraged to come along.  
Camping fees apply. Willowbrook website contains all current pricing 
(http://www.willowbrookfarm.com.au) .Trip leader: Adrian Longwood.  

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

September 8-9 



SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS  

 

 

8 

Save a life! Do this club members-only course  
Here is a great opportunity for members to do a 
Senior First Aid Course at a group/discounted rate. 
The training, now called "Provide First Aid", will be 
provided by the Royal Life Saving Society WA, just for 
club members. There is still some room for more. 
If you did the course when last offered by the Club in 
July 2015, your qualification has expired. 
It’s time to refresh!  
The course will cost $99 per person for a 
group of between 8 and 20. Please note the maximum of 20. When that 
number is reached, the event will be closed to further attendees. 
To complete the course those enrolled need to do a series of online training 
modules that will take 2-8 hours to complete and attend a one-day in-class 
practical assessment [on Sunday 16 September].  Please go to the Club website 
to join and get the full information. Contact Tony Richards. 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Sunday September 16 
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Annual Dinner and Awards Night  Saturday 20 October  
Yes, it's that time of year again – this is when you do all your Award voting on 
the website (don't forget the Silly Awards!), put on your glad rags, and tootle 
off to the Club Annual Dinner. It is a wonderful chance to catch up and socialise 
with Club Members. New 
members are very welcome. 
This year we are going to the 
Lancelin Beach Hotel Dunes 
Restaurant, just around the 
corner from the Lancelin 
Dunes. You could go 4WDriving 
in the sand on the Sunday if you 
wish. 
The Dunes Restaurant is on the 
foreshore and has panoramic 
views of the ocean. Manager Nola Brown tells me that they have a Balinese 
chef so the curry will be authentic. The chefs are very accommodating of 
special dietary requirements. Please enter your meal selections in the 
“Members Attending” section. There is a menu document 
uploaded on the Trip page.  

There is accommodation 
on site. Please ring the 
Hotel to book (Ph 
96551005) as it may be 
cheaper than going 
through Wotif, etc. The 
hotel rooms come with 
TVs and free Wi-Fi, plus 

minibars, microwaves, and tea and coffeemaking facilities. 
Some rooms have private balconies with views and/or indoor 
sitting areas. Some rooms have a queen bed and a single and 
there is a Family Room for 6 people. Contact the hotel for more 
information. Other amenities include an outdoor pool, a sports 
bar with a beer garden and a bottle shop selling beer and wine.  
  

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Lancelin Beach Hotel, Dunes 
Restaurant  
1 North St, Lancelin  
Phone: (08) 9655 1005  
Time: 6 PM 
Cost: $45 per person 
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Stirling Ranges and Porongorups 

September 22 - September 24 
Take advantage of the long weekend in September to 
travel south and enjoy what the region has to offer in 
Spring!  
We drive down Albany Highway and stop for morning 
tea at the all-time favourite Williams Woolshed before 
continuing to the Mt Barker Bakery for lunch – or you 
can BYO if you prefer. 
We will set up camp at the Porongurup Tourist Park where powered campsites 
are $35 per night and unpowered $30 per night. If you prefer chalet 
accommodation the Karribank Chalets are next door. Please book your own 
accommodation. For contact details see the club website “Trips” section.  
There are no set plans for the weekend but the nearby Porongurup National 
Park has lots to offer including the new Walitj Meil Walk Trail and for the more 
adventurous, the Castle Rock Skywalk. 
It will be wildflower season and there are birds and wildlife to be seen. Some 
may like to consider climbing Bluff Knoll in the Stirling Ranges, weather 
permitting. Meet at 8.45am for a 9am departure. Trip leader: Deb Thyne. 
 
Identifying Bush Plants workshop  September 8 - Day trip 
Our friends at Conservation Volunteers Australia are hosting a Bush Plant ID 
workshop on  September 8. The workshop runs from 9am-noon  
Smirks Cottage, Beacham Crescent, Medina.  
The date clashes with our camping weekend, but some members may not 
want to miss out on a chance to learn more about the plants we encounter 
on our travels.  
The presenter for the morning is Julia Cullity from the Department of 
Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions. This is a free event, but places are 
limited and registration is essential, and only via the following Eventbrite link:  
 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/bush-plant-id-workshop-tickets-
49032514571 . Wear sturdy walking shoes and clothes. If you have a plant 
you wish to know more about, bring a sample along. Morning tea is 
provided.   

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 
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Cocktails and Jaffles! October 13-14.  
The Toyota Landcruiser Club has invited us to join them for the annual 
Cocktail and Jaffle night at Quindanning. The site is a private camp area near 
Quindanning with lots of space to ourselves. There are toilets, showers and 
shelters. We meet in Dwellingup on Saturday afternoon for the drive to 
Quindanning and the campsite. Get creative with your cocktail ideas and 
bring ingredients for your favourite Jaffles. Trip leader Jo Norton  
 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 2. Committee 
Wed 10. Club meeting 
Sat 13-Sun14. Cocktails and Jaffles, 
Quindanning 
Sat 20. Annual dinner, Lancelin. 
Sat 27. Julimar State Forest, 
optional overnight 
Sun 28. Perth Subaru Alliance – 
SubiFest. McCallum Park 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

SEPTEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 4. Committee 
Sat 8-Sun 9. Camping demo 
weekend 
Wed 12. Club meeting 
Sun 16. First aid course 
Sat 22-Mon 24. Stirling Ranges 
and Bluff Knoll 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

CLUB CALENDAR 

Quiz: Sounds like this native Australian makes a marque standing still. It adds something 
to the magazine.  
Answers to the editor via email.  editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au. Win a prize. 
.  
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NOVEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 6. Committee meeting 
Wed 14. Club meeting 
Fri 9 - Sun 11. 4WD Show 
Sun 18. Lancelin sand dunes 
Sun 24.  Kaarakin clean-up day 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

JANUARY 2018 

S M T W T F S No committee or general meeting 
 
Sun 13 Annual beach run 
Sat 26-Tues 31 Deepdene Farm 
Stay Augusta 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

DECEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Saturday 1. Christmas party at Jo’s 
Tuesday 4. Committee meeting 
Wed 12. Club meeting 31      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

CLUB CALENDAR 
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Sister swap brings Joy to the start of Googs Track 
Flinders Frolic June 18 Port Lincoln to Ceduna  
After dropping eldest sister Chris 
off at the Port Lincoln airport to 
fly back to Perth, I picked up elder 
sister Julie and commenced our 
journey up Flinders Highway to 
meet the rest of the Flinders 
Frolic mob at Ceduna. Morning 
tea was at the Elliston Bakery, 
renown for its pies & cakes and 
after scoffing down a bee-sting 
and coffee we were fortified 
enough to continue. Next stop 
was Murphy’s Hay Stacks with 
the sign-posted turn-off on to the 
dirt Calca - Point Labatt Road 
about 25 km North of Port Kenny. Many times while driving to and from Port 
Lincoln I had passed this point but never had the time to pop in and see the 
Stacks. Finally, it was time and I drove the 1.6 km down to the parking area 
looking forward to seeing this local attraction. 
Murphy’s Hay Stacks was well worth the visit. These impressively weathered 
inselbergs consist of pink granite from the Hiltaba suite formed 1500 million 
years ago at a depth of 7-10 km below the earth’s surface, later exposed and 
eroded into the current shapes about 
100,000 years ago. You need to walk around 
the whole circuit to see the best examples, 
not just look at the first few rocks. With their 
weird forms, and glowing orange to red 
colouring contrasting with green lichen and 
the blue sky, these rocks are geological works 
of art. Tafoni structures (cave-like), boulders, 
pillars, boss & shield, wave-forms and flared 
rock structures are a result of ancient 
physical and chemical Cont. p. 15 

TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS 
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From p.14 weathering processes that occurred while the rock was buried, 
much the same as the processes that formed the wave rock at Hyden and other 
locations. After this interesting geological diversion, we continued up to 
Ceduna and secured the ladies’ cabin at the caravan park. Eventually the rest 
of the mob turned up after a drive in the dark, and we went out to dinner at 
the local hotel. Local fresh oysters were on offer and some of the group 
partook. Julie was introduced to everyone and soon became the life of the 
party. The WA group was tired after their 700+ km drive so an early night was 
called. Joy Unno 

Who’s that creeping out to look at us? 
While at Credo Station a number of members got pretty excited about a little 
sand turret at our Sunday morning tea spot. Cameras came out and Wendy got 
this shot of the turret-builder. It was a 
spider, but what sort? Wendy didn’t know 
so she contacted the WA Museum and got 
a quick response. 
“The spider in the ‘turret’ from Credo 
Station is a wolf spider, family Lycosidae. 
The Lycosidae is one of the most 
widespread families of spiders in Australia 
with maybe 400 species (167 currently 
named). 
With this many species, it is not surprising 
that these spiders are one of the most 
commonly encountered.  Unfortunately, I 
cannot give a more definitive identification 
to the spider in your image.  The 
construction of a silk-covered turret 
(presumably linked to an underground 
burrow) is an unusual behaviour for wolf spiders and it appears that it may only 
occur in juveniles of certain species.  We have no records of adult spiders 
collected from these turrets so unless one rears a specimen through to 
maturity, it will remain a puzzle for now.” 
It looks like there is a research project still to be done – still more for humans 
to learn about who we share the planet with. Wendy Griffiths 
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Googs group gets cracking on the track 19 June, Day 1 
This day was the start of 
what was the most 
adventurous leg of our 
three-week trip to the 
Flinders Ranges and 
back. We were off on a 
three-day drive across 
Googs Track.  
We left the Big 4 caravan 
park where we had 
taken two chalets and 
slept well after a seafood 
treat at the Ceduna 
Hotel the night before. 
By 9am we were on our 
way. We did some shopping for provisions, 
got fuel, including filling spare jerrycans and 
sought out the Tourist information Centre to 
pay for camping fees. The people at the 
Information Centre were very helpful and a 
few of us bought locally-made craft and art 
that was on sale.  
We headed west for a few kilometres, past 
the quarantine inspection station and then 
headed north on a good gravel road. By 11.30 
we were on the Track itself. 
We passed through a gate in the dog fence, 
collected some firewood ready for the 
planned overnight stop at Googs Lake and 
approached the first sand dune. The weather 
was overcast, and Deb soon found out that 
having an unlifted vehicle meant she 
bottomed out more easily than the others. 
Cont. p. 17 

TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS 

All smiles for our crack at Googs. Back, L-R David, Deb, Joy, 
Julie, Daniel. Front, L-R Stephan and Karen. Deidre is behind 
the camera 

"Gardening" - something we got to 
practise a lot! 
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From p. 16 We got out the shovels  
(not for the last time) and after 
Deb crested the dune we headed 
to the next one. Only 362 to go.  
The going was not as arduous as 
we feared, with the main problem 
being deep ruts and soft sand at 
the crest of the dunes. We had 
lowered our tyre pressures to 
around 16psi before getting on to 
the track and were frequently glad 
we had done so 
We pulled in to small area off the 
track to have a quick and chilly 
lunch in time to avoid a 
succession of heavy 4WDs 
coming from the north 
(although the information 
on the track strongly urges 
people to travel only south 
to north).  
Following lunch we met a 
group of about 15 walkers 
on the track. These were 
young indigenous young 
men with a Landcruiser 
front and back as support. I 
reached out the window 
and gave a number of ‘high 
fives’ to the men as we 
passed. 
Shortly after passing the 
walkers we turned west to 
look at a gnamma marked 
on one of the David’s maps 
Cont. p.18  

Googs Track – a family affair  
Googs Track was made by Goog Denton (who 
got his name because he delivered eggs in the 
area) and his family: wife Jenny and children 
Martin, Debbie and Jeffery. Goog wanted a 
way to get from the trans-Australia railway 
line to Ceduna, so in June 1973 he got on his 
Fordson tractor, attached a front blade and 
started pushing into the scrub. After 18 
months and 55km the dunes got bigger and 
the going tougher, so he brought in an Allis 
Chalmers bulldozer. It was mainly weekend 
work for more than two years. The resulting 
track covers much of the 311km from Ceduna 
to the next fuel stop at Glendambo and 
includes 363 sand dunes of the sort that can 
be found in the Simpson Desert, a lake, some 
gnammas, an imposing hill and a lot of 
beautiful vistas across the well-vegetated 
swales between the dunes. The track crosses 
the Yellabinna Wilderness Protection Area. 
And yes, it feels like wilderness. 
 

Heading north across a Googs swale. Stephan’s 
car in the front, then Deb’s, David’s and Joy in 
Jim’s car at the back  
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Googs Track: Day 1 
From p. 17 (but not on those I was using, although the track in was marked).  
When we got to the gnamma (waterhole) the track, which was marked as a 
loop on the map, was being terminated by a National Parks SA work crew. They 
were building a turnaround to protect the site. They warned us that the track 
north of Goog’s Lake was cut up and would be a challenge.  
We left the gnamma after marvelling at the depth of water in the rockhole and 
the small network of natural trenches carved into the rock leading to the main 
hole. There were signs of camels and other animals nearby.  
On leaving the gnamma we 
continued on to Googs Lake 
campsite for the night, stopping to 
read the information on the site 
commemorating Goog and his son 
Dinger and the work of making the 
track. The campsite was roomy, the 
new hybrid longdrop toilet was 
clean and the view over the salt lake 
was beautiful. A number of us 
walked out on to the lake bed, 
noting the many animal tracks on it. 
There was plenty of space, but it was cold and the firewood we collected 
(eucalyptus, not acacia) made a great cooking fire which Deb used to cook 
chicken with potato, sweet potato and broccoli plus passata and sweet 
dumplings for after.  
A chill wind and threatening rain meant we were in bed early. Stephan Millett 

Two of the crew explore Googs Lake 

Deb sits smugly at her new table and chair 
recording trip details while the light lasts at 
Googs Lake 
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‘Gardening’ gets us out of a rut, again and again 
Googs Track: Day 2 – 20 June, The Lake to Mount Finke 
We awoke to overcast skies and 
quickly packed up the tents in 
case it rained. There was time 
for a walk around Goog’s Lake 
and more photos before the 
convoy headed down the track 
towards Mt Finke. In this 
section, the dunes were a bit 
higher and somewhat worse for 
wear so some gardening was 
required to fill in the deep ruts 
on the crests of several dunes.  
I got a bit lax, didn’t give one 
particular dune enough oomph, 
forgot about turning off traction 
control and bogged on the top. 
Quick application of Stephan’s 
MaxTrax and David’s ‘milk 
crate’ gratings and we were 
on our way again. To think 
that Stephan nearly left the 
MaxTrax at home! They were 
invaluable and became an 
integral part of the well-oiled 
recovery machine that we 
became as the convoy 
progressed along the not-so-
smooth track. A young couple 
in a Troopie were following us 
and watching all our activities 
with great interest. They even 
deployed a drone to capture 
the action Cont.p. 22  

More gardening!  

Deb makes a run after the gardening crew had been 
through 
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From p. 21 (or perhaps film the scenery to 
pass the time until they could move on). 
Those not immediately involved in recovery 
efforts had a chance to bird-watch or 
photograph the amazing landscape of bush 
and orange sand dunes stretching to the 
horizon.  
Morning tea was had in a nice open patch 
which turned out to be inhabited by armies 
of meat ants (Iridomyrmex 
purpureus). Karen discovered 
this when they climbed up her 
jeans and nipped her. Half-way 
to Mt Finke, lunch was taken 
parked alongside the track but 
again it was ant city – you didn’t 
want to stand still too long! 
Julie must have lingered longer 
(undoubtedly chatting) 
because as we were heading off 
after lunch, I noticed a big ant 
strolling over the dashboard. 
Julie discovered quite 
a few formicidid hitch-
hikers on her but she 
is a country girl and 
didn’t panic. She 
spent the next 10 
minutes calmly 
finding ants and 
flicking them out the 
window while I kept 
driving over the 
dunes. Luckily, she was not bitten - maybe the ants had had their lunch too. 
Cont. p. 22. 
 

The nest sack of the hairy Bag-shelter 
Moth caterpillars 

Driver's view of a long, steep dune.  

 ... and the Track goes on... 
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Googs Track Day 2: The lake to Mount Finke 
From p. 21 After a couple of hours and numerous dunes, the terrain became 
rockier with mulga replacing mallee and Mt Finke came into view prompting a 
photo stop. Besides the outlook, other 
items of interest spotted nearby were 
the red flowers of Native Fuchsia 
(Eremophila maculata), and later 
down the track, in a mulga bush, the 
brown nest sack of the hairy Bag-
shelter Moth caterpillars Ochrogaster 
lunifer, also known as processionary 
caterpillars or “itchy grubs”. By about 
2 pm we reached the turn-off to Mt 
Finke where the winding track brought out our inner rally driver, then took a 
quick stop for a close-up view of the hill – a monadnock comprising steeply 
dipping quartzite and conglomerate of the Palaeoproterozoic (250 Ma) 
Tarcoola Formation. British explorer John McDouall Stuart named it in 1858 
after sponsor William Finke, a South Australian prospector and pastoralist. 
Here, we again met the young Troopie couple who were also camping there 
for the night. 
We found a suitable camping spot and set up for the night. Stephan got the 
fire going while Daniel and others went to climb up the hill. Our turn for 
tonight’s dinner - Camp Oven Beef Lasagne (gluten-free, dairy-free, and onion-
free). Julie whipped up a cheesey béchamel sauce with soy milk and biocheese 
from Woolies. Dessert was Julie’s delicious fruit cake (gluten & dairy-free) with 
tinned fruit. We all enjoyed relaxing, after a hard day’s dune driving, around 
the camp fire under the stars beside the dark, impressively looming bulk of Mt 
Finke. Joy and Julie 

All good things must end: Googs Track Day 3, 21 June A 
really heavy dew overnight made for a damp start to our final day on the Track. 
Awnings over Karen’s and my tents meant the tents were dry enough but our 
awnings had enough condensation top and bottom to provide a day’s water. 
Daniel in David’s car led us on the twisty, winding (read ‘fun’) banked corners 
on the way out of Mount Finke to a track Cont. p. 23.  

Mount Finke camp. It was cold and windy. 
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From p. 22 that was more rocky 
than sandy, but then we hit some 
tough very cut-up dunes, including 
another one we should name after 
Deb as she needed the MaxTrax 
again.  
Deb actually did an amazing job on 
the Track in her unlifted stock 
Forester!  
We got to the Ghan train service 
road then went through Tarcoola to Glendambo on 130km of high-speed 
gravel. At Glendambo we refuelled, had a quick lunch and then pressed on to 
Port Augusta where we booked in to two chalets at Foreshore caravan park. I 
cooked sausages, vege pilaf with potato and cauliflower soup. All the veges 
were freeze dried from my spares larder. It made for a very convivial meal on 
a cold night at the end of a long day’s driving. Stephan Millett 

Go Goomalling (Not Quite Xmas-in-July) Sat 14 -15 July 
A party of seven people plus one dog braved the inclement weather to drive 
to Goomalling for dinner on Saturday night. This was a very good turn-out 
considering the difficulties we had finding a venue for the meal after the chef 
quit suddenly at the tavern. Tony had fortunately found that the Goomalling 
Community and Sports Centre did meals and was licensed so we went there 
for dinner.  
We all stayed at the Goomalling Caravan Park, some in units, others in a 
caravan and a tent. It was quite a pleasant Park with a large camp kitchen. On 
the way to Goomalling a few dropped into the Xmas Shop at Toodyay, always 
worth a look. Unfortunately, the gift shop in Goomalling that I had touted was 
closed for renovations, that's life, I guess. 
We got to the Sports Centre early, and had pre-dinner drinks while waiting for 
the kitchen to open. As a token to the almost Xmas in July theme, I gave 
everyone a sparkly Xmas decoration to pretty-up their table setting. It was 
good to catch-up with people and hear what they have been doing. I 
particularly enjoyed talking to recently-joined member Erica and hearing how 
she is learning from everyone's car and camping set-ups and planning what to 
do to her Forester. After ordering identical meals we were BFF. The meals were 
a good size and well-cooked. All-in-all, a pleasant trip and dinner. Joy Unno 

Karen and Stephan at the end of the track 
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