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2017/2018 COMMITTEE 
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 Come one, come all to our August General meeting and hear 
all the latest news in the club!  
Last month saw the revised constitution voted on and 
approved. It’s lodged with the department and registered and 
now it’s available to all members on the website. Please 
familiarise yourself with it if you’re new or haven’t kept up with 
the changes as it’s an important document that binds all 

members of the club. 
Wet season is well and truly in full force with July being cool and wet and 
August getting off to a wet start also. While we stay warm indoors, we wish 
our fellow club members safe travels on their journey through the sunny 
northern regions. Can’t wait to hear of their adventures! 
The club has a group discount booking for First Aid Training, in September, and 
it’s open to all members (and immediate family). See the website for more 
details, or Tony Richards / Dave Peck can assist with queries. It’s something 
everyone should do, but hopefully never need to rely on. Whether it’s helping 
on a club trip, or at a family gathering, or down the park, or in the middle of 
the Great Central Road (like I just did), the basic skills can help save lives of 
others or even yourself. 
There’s always lots coming up on the club calendar and I hope you can make it 
to many of the upcoming events. The website or David Peck are the best places 
to go and see what’s coming up. Things like next month’s camping demo 
weekend, or the annual dinner, charity events, day trips, long weekends. 
There’s plenty to get along to. The 
more the merrier! 
I urge you to support our sponsors, 
especially Subaru Osborne Park and 
Wangara which as long-term major 
sponsors have helped ensure the club 
remains in a financially 
healthy position. Next 
time you’re along for a 
service or checking out 
a new car, say hi to 
Michael Tomeo at Osborne Park, or in recent news, wish Mark Edmunds well  
– as he departs Wangara Subaru at the end of the month. Cont. p. 4. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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From p. 3. Don’t forget about the other sponsors too! It all helps. You can see 
them all in the mag. 
Tending the Tracks is a recently-formed joint initiative between a few 
organisations that is getting out and restoring some areas for wildlife 
preservation and vehicle track access. There’s assorted trips coming up and 
volunteer assistance will be greatly appreciated by them. The 4WD Association 
is one of the organisations involved. Check their website and Facebook page 
for upcoming events. Their batch of three events is mostly sorted now but 
more and more opportunities will arise and strong volunteer support numbers 
can only mean good things. 
Thanks for reading. See you again soon 
The Pres, Adrian Longwood.  
 

Please note the date change for the Credo station trip which is 
now on 25 to 28 August. Apparently there is an area at the 
station that is used for conferences which is popular with 
people in the Goldfields and it has been booked for the 
weekend we had originally planned.   
The annual dinner has been booked for Lancelin on October 
20 at Lancelin Hotel. If people are planning on spending the 

night please book accommodation there. For those wanting to camp out or 
bring a van, there is a caravan park. Please check the club website for details. 
Our stalwart Tony will be away for the 4WD Show from November 9 to 11 so 
we are looking for someone to coordinate the volunteers for the show. Ideally 
to take the photos and other stuff from Tony, then organise the setting up of 
the club’s display. You don’t need to be there every day as we have enough 
experienced club members who know what to do. We will come up with a 
system to distribute the tickets for the members volunteering each day. 
I’m after ideas for the Australia Day long weekend in January. If we want to 
book anywhere we will need to get in soon. We usually try to find somewhere 
down south near water in case it is hot. 
Cheers, David 
A Trip Leader is never lost, just exploring 
 

TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 

In this issue there is a quiz question. Work out the answer and send it to the editor (see p.2 for email 
address). The first correct answer wins a prize at the next meeting. Hint: the answer is very welcome. 
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Converting your trailer to Subaru stud pattern 
It is a surprisingly easy exercise to convert the hubs on your trailer to Subaru 
stud pattern (5 x 100mm) in order to use the same wheels on your trailer as on 
your car. The same logic would apply if you were converting to a different stud 
pattern as well. 
The main things you need to consider 
are: 
• What your axle size is, and whether it 

is a square or round axle 
• What sort of bearings your existing 

hub uses – commonly referred to as 
“Holden” or “Ford” type bearings – if 
you pull out an existing bearing and 
record the model number then this 
would be enough to identify it. 

• What wheels you intend to use (the mounting face of steel wheels is 
typically better than alloy wheels) and what their offset – most Subaru 
wheels are either +48 (Forester) or +53 (Impreza) offset meaning they will 
sit a lot further inwards than say a Landcruiser wheel. If in doubt, measure 
the offset of your current trailer wheel and your Subaru wheel and work out 
how much further inwards the Subaru wheel will sit. The website 
https://www.willtheyfit.com/ gives a good visual representation between 
two wheel sizes, including tyre size. You may need to consider the use of 
spacers depending on your trailer. 

• What the hubcentric (centre) bore of your Subaru wheels is – you will most 
likely need to get the “nose” of the new hubs turned down in order for the 
wheel to fit on 

• The thread of the studs or nuts you wish to use – Subaru is typically 12mm 
x 1.25 thread however some hub manufacturers were unable to use this 
stud pattern, and instead supply 12mm x 1.5mm thread with matching nuts 

The total cost of this exercise was $100 including brand new hubs with 5x100 
stud pattern and turned down nose, new bearings, new studs and matching 
nuts, new seals and dust caps. Martin’s Trailer Parts were able to supply all 
new parts with a two- day turnaround. It is best to take a spare wheel to them 
when ordering so they can confirm any measurements. Jason Moore  
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Welcome Adelaide  

Julia and Jason Moore have a new 
addition to their family. Their second 
child, Adelaide Claire Moore, was 
born at 8.45pm on the first of August. 
Mum, Dad, bub and big brother 
Nathan are all doing well. Jason says, 
“We will see you all out there on trips 
soon.” 

Constitution now online 
The new Club constitution is now on 
the website. The Commissioner for 
Consumer Protection advised that 
“the rule changes have been 
approved as lodged” and “the 
alterations which have been placed 
on our records may be used effective 
from 16 July 2018.” 

NEWS  ‘Ticking time bombs’ 
The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) has 
re-issued a warning about Takata 
air bags. 
ACCC chairwoman Delia Rickards 
told the ABC AM radio program that 
the most dangerous ‘alpha’ airbags 
are ‘ticking time bombs’. 
"If you have one of these cars don't 
drive it … there's a one in two 
chance that if there is a collision 
those bags could explode [and] 
spray metal shrapnel all over the 
car," she said. 
This does not apply to Subaru cars, 
but most of us probably have 
another brand as well. So please 
check and if you have one of the 
following cars, DO NOT DRIVE IT. 
They have the ‘alpha’ air bags. 
• BMW 3 Series E46 
• Honda Accord, CR-V, Civic, 

Accord Euro, Jazz, MDX  
• Lexus SC430 
• Mazda 6, RX-8 
• Nissan N16, Pulsar, Y61 Patrol, 

D22 Navara, T30 X-Trail 
• Toyota Corolla, Avensis Verso, 

Echo, Rav 4 
In WA there are 144,219 cars with 
faulty Takata airbags, including 
1,156 alpha airbags. Please check 
the ACCC website to find out if any 
of your family’s vehicles are 
affected. 
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Come camping, for great company and good ideas  
Come along to Willowbrook Farm beside the 
Moore River to soak in the environment and learn 
about the range of camping gear and vehicle 
setups in the club. 
There is plenty of room. 
We head out on 
Saturday 8 September 
and travel just over an 
hour north of the city to 
camp a night at Willow 
Brook Farm, a small hobby farm located inland Gingin Brook Road backing on 
to the Moore River east of Guilderton. 
it's a great way for everyone to come along and see how others set up their 
cars and to get some ideas to improve your own setup. There is a wide variety 
of tents, swags and trailers in the 
club. 
Not only will you get to see a range 
of camping products from chairs, 
tents, tables, lights and camp beds, 
you'll also get to see vehicles with 
awnings, dual batteries, 
fridges,  lights, UHF radios, flags, fire extinguishers, and heaps more installed! 
There's also the opportunity to investigate the ways members have 
customised their vehicles. Look, ask and find out how other members can help 
you make camping (and driving off road) more enjoyable.  
There will be extra tips and tricks on setting each thing up along with the know-
how to pack it all back in the tiny bag it came with!  
Another reason not to miss this trip is the fresh scones with local jams that 
Willowbrook provides on the Sunday morning. 
This trip is for club members to demonstrate their equipment for other 
members to see what’s available and to share knowledge. All club members 
are encouraged to come along.  
Camping fees apply. Willowbrook website contains all current pricing 
(http://www.willowbrookfarm.com.au) .Trip leader: Adrian Longwood.  

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

September 8-9 
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Taking to the Eyre: Arkaroola June 25 
I had wanted to see Lake Eyre with water in it for a 
really long time, and at Arkaroola in the northern 
Flinders I got my chance. Pilot Douglas Sprigg, son 
of legendary Arkaroola founder Reg, took us on a 
five-hour flight that I will long remember. 
Once up in the air in the four-seater Cessna 172 we 
did a mini-circuit of the striking geological 
formations surrounding the settlement before 
heading north and west toward the lake. Some of 
the highlights of this part of the flight were the 
Mawson Plateau, Freeling Heights and Siller’s 
lookout, where we had driven the day before as 
part of a guided tour in a Troopie. Siller’s 
was high and scary by 4WD but looked 
insignificant from the air. Once out of 
Arkaroola land we were soon flying over 
very arid, sparsely vegetated stony ground 
and long north-south dunes. We crossed 
Mumpeowie station and homestead, and 
the Strzelecki Track before heading for the 
Birdsville Track and the Tirari Desert (the 
southern Simpson Desert).  
Over the Tirari, Douglas gave me 
control of the plane and I flew it (!!) 
up the east side of Lake Eyre, heading 
for the point where the Warburton 
River was joined by the Macumba and 
Kalkakoopah rivers and entered the 
lake to become the Warburton 
channel, a 3km wide stretch of 
flowing water that reached 50km or 
so inside the lake boundary. Around 
the start of the channel Douglas took over the controls to take the plane down 
to 500 feet so we could see the birds. Cont. p. 23 

Stunning Arkaroola geology 

North-south dunes of the Tirari Desert 

Start of the Warburton Channel 

TRIP REPORT: a special day on the Flinders Frolic trip 
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Save a life! Do this club members-only course  
Here is a great opportunity for members to do a 
Senior First Aid Course at a group/discounted rate. 
The training, now called "Provide First Aid", will be 
provided by the Royal Life Saving Society WA, just 
for club members. 
If you did the 
course when last 
offered by the Club in July 2015, your qualification has expired. It’s time to 
refresh!  
The course will cost $99 per person for a group of between 8 and 20. Please 
note the maximum of 20. When that number is reached, the event will be 
closed to further attendees. 
To complete the course those enrolled need to do a series of online training 
modules that will take 2-8 hours to complete and attend a one-day in-class 
practical assessment [on Sunday 16 September].  Please go to the Club 
website to join and get the full information. Contact Tony Richards. 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Sunday September 16 



 SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.  

  11 
  



SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS  

 

 

12 

 

Cocktails and Jaffles! October 13-14.  
The Toyota Landcruiser Club has invited us to join them for the annual 
Cocktail and Jaffle night at Quindanning. The site is a private camp area near 
Quindanning with lots of space to ourselves. There are toilets, showers and 
shelters. We meet in Dwellingup on Saturday afternoon for the drive to 
Quindanning and the campsite. Get creative with your cocktail ideas and 
bring ingredients for your favourite Jaffles. Trip leader Jo Norton  
 

 

AUGUST 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues  7. Committee 
Wed 8. Club meeting 
July 22- August 18. Purnululu 
(Bungle) and Gibb River Road. 
August 18-21. Credo Station 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 28 29 30 31   

SEPTEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 4. Committee 
Wed 12. Club meeting 
Sun 16. First aid course 
Sat 22-Mon 24. Stirling Ranges 
and Bluff Knoll 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

CLUB CALENDAR 

Quiz: this time the question is a devilish cryptic clue, but the answer – to be found in this 
issue –  is lovely.  
What the Dickens! Sounds like what Oliver wants follows southern capital’s royal eponym.  
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OCTOBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 2. Committee 
Wed 10. Club meeting 
Sat 13-Sun14. Cocktails and Jaffles, 
Quindanning 
Sat 20. Annual dinner, Lancelin. 
Sun 28. Perth Subaru Alliance - 
SubiFest 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

NOVEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 6. Committee meeting 
Wed 14. Club meeting 
Fri 9 - Sun 11. 4WD Show 
Sun 18. Lancelin sand dunes 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

DECEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Saturday 1. Christmas party at Jo’s 
Tuesday 4. Committee meeting 
Wed 12. Club meeting 31      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

CLUB CALENDAR 
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Annual Dinner and Awards Night  Saturday 20 October  
Yes, it's that time of year again – this is when you do all your Award voting on 
the website (don't forget the Silly Awards!), put on your glad rags, and tootle 
off to the Club Annual Dinner. It is a wonderful chance to catch up and 
socialise with Club Members. New members are very welcome. 
This year we are going to the Lancelin Beach Hotel Dunes Restaurant, just 
around the corner from the Lancelin Dunes. You could go 4WDriving in the 
sand on the Sunday if you 
wish. 
Lancelin Beach Hotel, Dunes 
Restaurant  
1 North St, Lancelin WA 6044 
Phone: (08) 9655 1005  
Time: 6 PM 
Cost: $45 per person 
The Dunes Restaurant is on the 
foreshore and has panoramic 
views of the ocean. Manager 
Nola Brown tells me that they have a Balinese chef so the curry will be 
authentic. The chefs are very accommodating of special dietary 
requirements. Please enter your meal selections in the “Members Attending” 
section. There is a menu document uploaded on the Trip page.  
There is accommodation on site. Please ring the Hotel to book (Ph 96551005) 
as it may be cheaper than going through Wotif, etc. The hotel rooms come 
with TVs and free Wi-Fi, plus minibars, microwaves, and tea and 
coffeemaking facilities. Some rooms have private balconies with views and/or 
indoor sitting areas. Some rooms have a queen bed and a single and there is 
a Family Room for 6 people. Contact the hotel for more information. Other 
amenities include an outdoor pool, a sports bar with a beer garden and a 
bottle shop selling beer and wine. 
AWARDS! Voting for Awards is easily done on the Trip page by clicking on 
the middle orange button labelled "Nominate for award" on the menu bar at 
the bottom of the page. Or you can simply click on the red text on the front 
page of the website. Trip leader Joy Unno 
 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 
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New dates for Credo trip  
August 25 - 27 
A group of Goldfields woodturners has 
booked out the Credo station for the 
weekend the Club planned to visit, so 
this trip has been put back a week to 
August 25. Jim and Christine Wilcox 
and Joy Uno are caretaking on Credo 
station for the month of August, so we 
can head out there for a few days and explore the countryside around it. Credo is 
a former pastoral station, and now a conservation park, about 70km north of 
Coolgardie. There is camping or shearers quarters to stay in. The Parks and Wildlife 
website notes that ‘Credo has old gold mines, large rocky outcrops, beautiful 
eucalypt woodlands and several dams in which yabbies can be collected. Several 
ghost towns can also be explored on the property.’  
 

Stirling Ranges and Porongorups 
September 22 - September 24 
Take advantage of the long weekend in September to travel south and enjoy 
what the region has to offer in Spring! 
We drive down Albany Highway and stop for morning tea at the all-time 
favourite Williams Woolshed before continuing to the Mt Barker Bakery for 
lunch – or you can BYO if you prefer. 
We will set up camp at the Porongurup Tourist Park where powered campsites 
are $35 per night and unpowered $30 per night. If you prefer chalet 
accommodation the Karribank Chalets are next door. Please book your own 
accommodation. For contact details see the club website “Trips” section.  
There are no set plans for the weekend but the nearby Porongurup National 
Park has lots to offer including the new Walitj Meil Walk Trail and for the more 
adventurous, the Castle Rock Skywalk. 
It will be wildflower season and there are birds and wildlife to be seen. Some 
may like to consider climbing Bluff Knoll in the Stirling Ranges, weather 
permitting. 
Meet at 8.45am for a 9am departure. Trip leader: Deb Thyne. 
 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 
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Where’s Waly – Day 2, May 16 
Day 2 of our “Where’s Waly” trip dawned clear and cool. It was certainly a good 
night to snuggle down in the sleeping bag with the morning being a tad brisk. 
Morning song from 
the birds started a bit 
after 0600 hrs with 
the sun showing over 
the horizon and 
across Lake Baladjie 
about 0700 hrs. 
Up for breakfast 
followed by a 
scramble along the 
wave and caves in 
Baladjie Rock. There 
were some 
spectacular 
formations and caves 
at the base of the rock wave formed by wind and water erosion, with the early 
morning sun showing off the rich colours. Our destination was north of Lake 
Baladjie but to get there required a trip of several kilometres around it. At this 
stage the roads were all well-formed, with easy driving. First stop was at the 
entrance to Ennuin Station. 
This area has recently been 
acquired by DBCA to be 
managed as a conservation 
reserve as part of the “Land 
for Wildlife” initiative. 
Unfortunately, the gate was 
locked so we were unable to 
enter for a look at the 
homestead. A future trip? 
That was the end of the 
good roads as we turned 
Cont. p. 17 

TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS 

A great campsite 

Waypointing to Waly 
I had business to attend to and needed to 
join the trip later, on Day 3 so I followed 
Ian’s excellent waypoint guide deep into the 
heart of the woodland along a track that in 
places was hardly a track. I checked the 
radio often and it was with some relief that 
150km north of Southern Cross I got my first 
reply on the two-way. I eventually found my 
way to the excellent camp site, above, and 
set up my tent. It was beautiful countryside 
and great company. Stephan Millett 
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From p. 16 on to old station tracks and cleared lines. This was more like it. 
Winding in and out amongst the trees and scrub of the Great Western 
Woodlands, dodging rocks and ant nests etc. Morning tea stop was at a cross 
roads where there was an old tank and trough. The trough was obviously 
designed for sheep only as it was made out of a section of pipe with the top 
section cut off. It was far too small for a cow to drink from.  
Our next stop was at Barcooting Hill to have a look at the old ‘tank’, a term 
used in the old days. This tank is actually a dam with walled sides. It was built 
to provide water from 1887 for gold seekers on their way to Southern Cross. 
First a hole was dug and then the walls carefully rocked. Water was captured 
by constructing a rock slab channel around sections of the granite outcrop 
which is Barcooting Hill. This channel carried water down to the ‘tank’ for 
storage. It must still hold some water after rains as there was evidence of 
animals digging in the bottom looking for water. The next water stop for thirsty 
miners after Barcooting was to the east at Ennuin Station. 
Lunch stop was in a lovely section of open eucalypt trees in the lee side of a 
small breakaway. There were a number of alcoves in the face of the breakaway 
which were being used (judging by the tracks) by a number of  
small hopping animals. Unfortunately no one was able to identify what these 
animals may have been. After lunch and an exploration of the breakaway and 
surrounding open woodland which included some Cont. p. 18 

TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS 

A great spot for a spot of lunch 
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From p. 17  of Nina’s favourite “party trees” (the ones with streamers of bark 
hanging down), it was back to 
the track.  
We spent the next couple of 
hours meandering through 
various types of bush in 2nd and 
3rd gear. We even managed to 
test out my new sump guard on 
one small rocky section. The 
guard passed this test and now 
has its first scratch. I’m sure it 
won’t be the last! There were 
several good campsites along 
the track. About 1530 hrs our 
intrepid trip leaders Ian and Nina 
called a stop for the day. The spot was in a beautiful open grove of large 
eucalypt trees on the leeside of a breakaway about 20 metres high. It was an 
absolutely perfect camp site with lots of flat open ground to camp on under 
large shady trees. There was plenty of firewood and even two giant logs 
perfectly placed as seats around the camp fire. The breakaway protected us 
from the gentle east wind. 
As per normal procedure, first order of march was to gather a stack of firewood 
so the fire could be lit in plenty of time to get the coals right for cooking the 
evening meal, and there was plenty of good wood nearby. Next it was up with 
the tents and getting our personal space organised. As it was planned to spend 
two nights at this campsite, we set up a formal toilet. Such luxury! 
A gentle introduction to the evening was achieved by yarning around the 
campfire whilst snacking on pre-dinner nibbles and drinks. You shouldn’t rush 
these things. For dinner, Nina and Ian put on their culinary attire and 
proceeded to whip up a magnificent Beef Curry accompanied by some of Ian’s 
famous flat breads [Roti] cooked on the inverted camp oven lid. It was so good 
I had to go back for seconds. I think lots of practice at cooking in a camp oven 
on coals will be needed to get anywhere near Nina and Ian’s skills.  
After cleaning up the dinner dishes, it was back to the campfire to go over the 
day’s travels and plan the next day’s adventures. A wee dram of good single 
malt whisky rounded out the day very nicely. Ross Mead  

Joy explores the tank 
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Flinders, Googs and Gawler – a trip to remember 
Day 1. June 16. There were to be four cars 
starting out on this three-week trip, but on 
departure day there were just the two that 
met for an 8.30 start at the Puma petrol 
station in Sawyers Valley. There were only 
two cars as Joy was to meet us in Ceduna and 
Deb would catch us up in Norseman after 
leaving late due to a date with a 
photographer as part of her son Tom’s 
upcoming wedding. David’s son Jason could 
not join us on the trip because of a job 
opportunity so David and Daniel joined forces 
in David’s car. So it was me and Karen in my 
car and David and Daniel in the other. We 
drove via York to Quairading and on to 
Corrigin where we visited the Dog Cemetery 
and stopped in the main street to pick up a 
few things in the supermarket: I had carefully 
cooked the meal Cont. p. 20.  

The crew (l-r) Karen, Deb, Julie, Stephan, Joy, David and Daniel. Deidre is taking the shot on our 
last day in Arkaroola. It was a wonderful trip. More reports will follow in the next issue. 

. 

Bobbie Larke’s grave at the Dog 
Cemetery 
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From p. 19 for the evening 
but left it in the fridge at 
home, so had to move to Plan 
B. I bought salad materials 
and later put together a meal 
of quinoa burgers, instant 
mashed potato and salad 
(this was another trip where 
the crew kindly organized to 
make all main meals gluten-
free as I am a coeliac). 
From Corrigin we drove 
through to Kondinin and on 
to Hyden, where we found 
the Bakery! I had gluten free 
meat pie and gluten free caramel slice with a pot of tea. A treat. Some of the 
crew had not seen Wave Rock before so we headed there, and found hi-tech 
ticket machines (which left some visiting Chinese tourists very bewildered) and 
new toilets. We climbed and walked on Hyden Rock (which is the official name 
of the rock where the Wave formation is) before heading off on to the Hyden-
Norseman Road. The road was in great condition and we made good time to 
arrive at the campsite at Lake Johnson. 
We set up camp and had a fire, played 
Scrabble and went to bed. That was 
the last game – ask Karen why . 
Day 2. We were packed, breakfasted 
and on the road heading for Norseman 
by 8.30 on our way to meet Deb and 
Deidre who had spent the night in 
Kalgoorlie and left early to meet us in 
Norseman. We met up at 9.30 and 
headed east by 10.30. 
Our first stop was Balladonia for lunch and then on to the Nullarbor. The trip 
was uneventful and after refuelling at Cocklebiddy we found a camp site based 
on a waypoint David had recorded several years before (borrowed from Ian). 
The site was 100 metres in from the highway among low trees. Cont. p.22  

Tiny and Dusty's graves at Corrigin dog cemetery 

Daniel’s early morning Tai Chi session on Lake 
Johnson 
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From p. 20. The surrounding scrub had plenty of standing dead wood which 
we gathered and made a fire. Dinner was brought by David, courtesy of Marian 
– a lovely spaghetti bolognaise. It was colder than the night before and 
remembering to pack thermals 
and a good sleeping bag made 
life a lot more pleasant. 
Day 3. We were up at very first 
light, to find we had had visitors 
overnight: there was lots of roo 
poo in the flat area where we 
camped. David had his stove 
still set up from the night 
before so we used that for hot 
drinks, but it was slow so we agreed that on future mornings we would have 
two stoves in operation to speed up breakfast when we needed to get away. 
This morning we got away onto Eyre Highway about 8.10, then drove to 
Madura, where we marveled at the view as the road went through the Pass 
and down the escarpment on to the plain. We bypassed the servo at Madura, 
pressing on past Mundrabilla and stopping for late morning tea at Eucla, where 
we refueled. While there Deb got distressing news about her Mum who had 
fallen and broken her left femur at the care facility where she lives. Deb 
decided to press on with the trip after sorting out what was needed for her 
mum. From Eucla we passed through the border and on to Nullarbor station 
roadhouse where we had a late lunch and decided not to refuel at $2.02/L for 
diesel. We pressed on to Ceduna, stopping at Penong for a comfort break. We 
arrived in Ceduna just before 6pm, in the dark. Heading east we were aware 
of losing 15-20 mins of daylight. The Big 4 tourist centre (cabins) was open, the 
bill had been paid (online from Perth) and the accommodation was clean, 
bright and comfortable. We showered and headed for the Foreshore Hotel for 
dinner. Everyone had some version of the local fish and a few had fresh, raw 
Smoky Bay oysters in the shell. They were worth the price. I had King George 
Whiting in memory of my first visit to Adelaide in 1974. The meal was OK, the 
company good and we headed off to the our cabins for the night: the men at 
one end of the park and the women at the other. The next day we were to do 
some shopping for food and get permits and camping passes for Parks SA, 
before heading up Googs track. Stephan Millett 

Dawn at Lake Johnson 
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Taking to the Eyre 
From p. 9 There were varieties of 
birds: pelicans, black swans, 
ducks, grebes, gulls and a few 
raptors – but unfortunately not 
in the numbers Douglas was 
hoping for.  
We followed the Warburton 
Channel to Belt Bay, the lowest 
point on the Australian mainland – 14.2m below sea level, where the water 
that had been flowing for months from a storm in Queensland had just 
reached. From there we headed out of the lake system and flew over Marree 
Man, a huge figure carved into the landscape, first with a scarifier and then 
years later re-done with a bulldozer. 
Douglas was concerned at fuel 
levels due to headwinds and made a 
precautionary stop at the town of 
Marree, where he checked the 
levels, did some calculations and 
worked out that we had legal and 
safe levels of fuel on board to make 
it to Arkaroola. Shortly after take off 
from Marree, and after Douglas had 
taken us to 7,500 feet – above the temperature inversion layer and hence at 
cloud level I took the controls again and flew for around 30-40 minutes until 

we were closing in on the northern hills 
near Arkaroola. We flew back over the 
Arkaroola site, landed and after Wayne 
and Jenny departed in their car I helped 
Douglas refuel and take the Cessna 172 
to the hangar. We returned to the 
settlement in the bus and Douglas made 
us both coffees and we had a chat while 
we drank.What an interesting man, and 
what a day! Stephan Millett

The lake! 

Marree Man. Spoiler alert: made by a dozer 

Douglas Sprigg refuels the Cessna 172 



 
 

 


