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Travis Maskey 0422 815 737  Joanne Norton 0411 151 024 
Alex Tayler  0439 929 373   Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969 
    comm@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
MERCHANDISE:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
WEBMASTER:   Rob Griffiths  0411 249 933  
    Jim Wilcox  0419 040 969 
4WD ASSOC DELEGATES:   Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558  
    Stephan Millett  0405 221 845 
MEMBERSHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Travis Maskey  0422 815 737 
    membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
PROPERTY OFFICERS:  Tony Richards & Jim Wilcox  
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER:  Joy Unno  0429 374 709 
    environment@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
SOCIAL MEDIA:   Jason Moore  0423 088 587 
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2017/2018 COMMITTEE 
 

Club member of the Year 2017-2018: Adrian Longwood 
Life members: Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 
Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw, Ron Caunce, Jim Wilcox and Tony Richards 
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Now it’s the half way mark for 2018, has the year been what you’d 
thought? Been on more or fewer trips than you imagined? 
Explored something you never thought you’d be able to in a 
Subaru? Fear not as there’s still a packed calendar ahead for you 
to get out and about on a variety of trips.  
Before I go any further, I’d like to congratulate Tony Richards on 

being made our newest Life Member. He has been a welcoming face happy to 
assist members dating back much longer than the 10 years I’ve been in the 
club. Thanks from all of us in the club for your efforts across all areas of the 
executive committee, leading trips, and advice along the way. The award was 
made by unanimous vote at the last general meeting.  
Behind the scenes the committee has been updating the Constitution to 
comply with new regulations and refresh it a little at the same time. Tony has 
led the process and in some extra meetings the committee has developed it to 
near a final draft which will be issued shortly for all to read. It’s important to 
read, understand and comment on before its voted in as it’s the document 
binding the club, our practices and what we stand for. 
There’s also been updates and developments on a few trips so I suggest 
checking back on the website often to see the latest details.  
Did you find the hidden question last edition? My eyes struggled but Melanie 
found the question, it was nicely hidden! Jason Moore was the first correct 
answer last month. Who will win the prize this month? Where is the question? 
Only Stephan (our editor) knows… When you know the answer, email Stephan. 
On other matters, I’ve added some fold down 
tables to my car on the back, and made a little 
lightweight ally roof basket with a cut down 
security door. I’ll get some pics together and 
get a write up for you all. 
I’ve updated the Camp Oven Cookout Trip, 
which is at a new 4WD park where we can 
provide guidance/training as we explore. See the website for updates and get 
your name down ASAP, it’s always a popular trip and the more chefs we have 
the greater variety of food we get to share and enjoy! 
Thanks for reading. See you again soon 
The Pres, Adrian Longwood. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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Can you believe that we are into winter already? Now it is here, 
we can appreciate the superb autumn weather that was a bonus 
for the activities that we did last month. 
There was a great turnout for the Logue Brook trip which was 
good to see, as we had tried the same thing a couple of years ago 
with only three people making it that time. I guess it goes to show 

it’s not only the destination but the timing has to be right too. We have been 
trying to work around the big events like football finals which may cause 
people to stay at home instead of going on a trip. But with our busy lifestyles 
whatever date we choose will still cause conflict with something so all we can 
do is propose a date and hope it suits most people. 
We are heading to a new location near York for the camp oven cookout and 
combining it with a 4WD training day to make it a weekend trip. On Saturday 
evening the cookout is a chance to see what sort of good food is possible using 
a camp oven. Don’t worry if you don’t have one as we can organise one if you 
want to try cooking in one. I’m no master chef and mostly just use mine for 
warming up leftover casserole, but others do all sorts of amazing things in 
them and there is usually plenty of food to go around J 
On the Sunday Adrian has planned a 4WD training day in the 4WD Park that 
has been set up at the property which gives everyone a chance to learn new 
skill or refine existing ones.  
If you can’t make both events or are only interested in one thing still come 
along to either day, 
as it should be a 
good time. 
We have a couple of 
social events 
planned (that Joy 
has tried out) which will appeal to hungry tummies; Go Goomalling- Christmas 
in July on the 14th at the Goomalling Tavern, and lunch at the Naked Apple 
Cider House on August 4th . 
To celebrate our growing number of female members we are going to try 
holding a ‘Ladies Day’ on July 1 and it would be preferable to see women 
running the day, rather than settling for Adrian in drag. Come along and try it 
out! Cheers, David 
A Trip Leader is never lost, just exploring 

TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
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Tony Richards, our newest Life Member 
By unanimous vote and acclaim, Tony 
Richards has been made a Life 
Member of the Club.  
Amongst other contributions, Tony 
has been Club member of the year 3 
times, and over many years has held 
every position in the Club. 
His most recent major contribution 
has been to re-work the Club 
Constitution to comply with changes 
to the Associations Incorporation Act 
2015. 
New members will know that Tony is 
among the first to welcome you. Those 
who have been on trips with him will 
also know what a valuable 
contribution he  continues to make to every activity the club offers. 
Congratulations, Tony. And thank you. 
  

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PROPOSE A SPECIAL RESOLUTION TO 
REPLACE THE CLUB CONSTITUTION 

Notice is hereby given that, at the Club General Meeting on Wednesday 
11 July 2018 at the John McGrath Pavilion, Hensman Street, South Perth 
at 7.30, a Special Resolution will be moved to replace the current Club 
Constitution with a revised and updated version that complies with the 
requirements of the new Associations Incorporation Act 2015. 
The formal Notice of Meeting, replacement Constitution and 
Explanatory Memorandum will be sent to you using the email address 
we hold for you as part of the Club’s membership records.  If we do not 
have a valid email address for you or the Club receives notice that the 
email sent to you is not delivered, we will post a copy of the documents 
to you.  A copy of the documents will also be uploaded to the 
Library>Other page of the Club’s website. 
 

NEWS 

Tony, with his signature moustache 
camouflaged with a beard does one of the 
things he does best. 
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Go Goomalling: Christmas in July 
Saturday July 14 
Goomalling Tavern 61 Railway Terrace 
 
Come along and enjoy a Christmas in July themed 
dinner at the recently renovated yet still 
charmingly historic (est. 1905) Goomalling 
Tavern. 
Goomalling is a small Wheatbelt town 133 
km from Perth. If you come via Toodyay 
Road, you can stop at the Toodyay Xmas 
Shop to get yourself into the festive season 
mood. 
Goomalling also has the most amazing gift 
shop called Whispers On The Terrace. It is 
worth the trip just to browse through this 
treasure trove. 
Open Sat 10am-
3pm.  
There will be The 
Ugliest Xmas 
Sweater and 
Funniest Xmas T-
Shirt 
competitions so 
get your gear on and come to the party! 
Accommodation is available at the tavern 
http://www.goomallingtavern.com.au Ph: 9629 1110) 
or at the nearby Goomalling Caravan Park: 
http://www.visitgoomalling.com.au/stay/caravan-
park 
Join the trip on the Club website or call Joy on 0429 
4737 09 
 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 
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Naked Apple Cider House Lunch  
Saturday August 4, 12.30 PM 
1088 Brookton Highway, Karagullen 
Let's try out this fairly new 5 star eatery set 
on 6.4 hectares of lush gardens and native 
bushland in Karragullen, Perth Hills. Just  a 
scenic 40 minute drive from Perth CBD. 
Naked Apple Cider House is a family friendly 
venue where you can kick back, relax and 
take a big gulp of the serenity. Feel free to 
bring your fur babies, too. There's an 
adventure playground for kids on site and 
plenty of magical gardens for them to 
explore. 
Vegetarian and gluten-free options are available on the menu. Check it out 
here: http://www.nakedapple.com.au/ 
Join the trip before 30 July on the Club website or call Joy on 0429 4737 09  

Product review: Removable wheel carrier 
When I built a new floor in the boot of my SJ 
Forester, I needed a place to keep the spare 
wheel, as that space was now taken up with a 
battery, tools, spares and recovery gear. And I 
didn’t want to store a heavy wheel on the  roof 
rack. I researched long and hard before settling 
on the Wilco HitchGate (from USA 4WD in 
Bayswater). This product slides into a Reece 
Hitch receiver and uses a wedge system to tighten it so it does not move 
around in the hitch. It weighs around 24kg and needed some small 
modifications to fit the Forester. I had to move the number plate and light and 
tap holes for new studs on the carrier, as the stud options are for heavy 4WDs. 
I also had to make a bit of room behind the hitch for the securing pin. Get the 
‘high lift’ version as this ensures you do not interfere with the departure angle. 
I am pleased with this made-in-USA product, and priced at $960 it competes 
well with other tail gate tyre carrying options. Stephan Millett 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 
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Wanted to buy - Camping Trailer  
 

With another addition to the family not far off now, we are looking to purchase 
a 6x4 or 7x4 off-road trailer suitable for storing all of our gear. Even if it needs 
some work that's ok - nothing we can’t handle. 
Also interested in light camper trailers (i.e. with a tent) depending on what's 
out there. 
Jason Moore 0423 088 587 jmoore.au@gmail.com 

 
For Sale – set of six 17-inch steel rims with AT tyres.  
 
Get a spare set of wheels so you can alternate road tyres and all-

terrains easily. These rims and tyres suit SJ model Foresters (2013-2018). There 
are six rims with tyres. The tyres are all-terrain 225/65 R17. Four of the tyres 
are well worn, but there is one unused new and one near-new barely-used 
tyre. I am asking $300 for all six wheels including the two good tyres. 
Stephan Millett 0405221845 stephanmillett@gmail.com  
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Googs, Flinders and Gawler, now with added Bight 
June 16- July 8  
This trip has been slightly amended to take in some whale watching at the 
Head of the Bight on the way home, and to camp beside the Southern Ocean 
at Streaky Bay for an extra day. By consensus those signed up have booked into 
two chalets for the four 
nights at Arkaroola: the 
thought of freezing nights 
gave them the chills. 
This three-week trip 
navigates the Nullarbor, 
gallivants on Googs Track 
from Ceduna to the Trans 
Australia rail line before 
frolicking in the Flinders Ranges and, on the way home, having a gawk at the 
Gawler Ranges before heading to the coast and on to the Head of the Bight to 
watch for whales. 
We depart from Sawyers Valley, east of Perth, heading for Norseman via Hyden 
and the Hyden-Norseman road. We camp an hour or so outside Norseman 
before heading to the Nullarbor where we will camp near Mundrabilla. On the 
third day we will get to Ceduna where we will stay overnight, re-stock supplies 
and get Park passes. The next day we head north up Googs Track, a track across 
desert dunes that run largely east-west. We will camp two nights on the Track 
before heading for Port Augusta via Glendambo and the Stuart Highway. 
We will overnight in Port Augusta, to re-provision and clean up, then head up 
to Hawker, the Outback Highway and Copley and from there to Arkaroola in 
the north Flinders. We will stay in and explore Arkaroola four nights before 
moving south to the Wilpena Pound area for another three nights. 
On leaving the Flinders Ranges we head again to Port Augusta via Hawker, fuel 
up and head across the Eyre Peninsula, spending two days in the Gawler 
Ranges before heading to Streaky Bay for two days on the coast before heading 
to the Head of the Bight to see if we can spot some whales, then back across 
the Nullarbor, to Perth via Norseman and Kalgoorlie. We should be back in 
Perth on July 7, with a day up our sleeves for the trip back. Contact: Stephan 
Millett (text on 0405221845)

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Mother and calf in the Bight. Picture: Nullarbor Roadhouse 
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JUNE 2018 

S M T W T F S June 2-4. 4WD Assn. Kalgoorlie. 
[can arrive Thurs 31 May] 
Tues 5. Committee 
Wed 13.. Club meeting 
June 16 - July 8. Googs Track, 
Flinders and Gawler ranges. 
June 16-17. Camp oven cookout, 
and 4WD training day, York. 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

JULY 2018 

S M T W T F S Sun 1. Ladies’ Day 
Tues 3. Committee 
Wed 11. Club meeting 
June 16 - July 8. Googs Track, 
Flinders and Gawler ranges. 
Sat 14. Christmas in July 
July 22- August 18. Purnululu 
(Bungle Bungle) and Gibb River 
Road. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

AUGUST 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues  7. Committee 
Wed 8. Club meeting 
July 22- August 18. Purnululu 
(Bungle) and Gibb River Road. 
tba Credo Station 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 28 29 30 31   

CLUB CALENDAR 
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OCTOBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 2. Committee 
Wed 10. Club meeting 
Sun 28. Perth Subaru Alliance - 
SubiFest 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

SEPTEMBER 2018 

S M T W T F S Tues 4. Committee 
Wed 12. Club meeting 
Sat 22-Mon 24. Stirling Ranges 
and Bluff Knoll 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

CLUB CALENDAR 

  
Roof rack in good condition 
I am selling a Rhino Rack in good condition, used twice otherwise stored in 
the shed.  Measures approximately 120cm x 85cm.  Comes with brackets, 
no rails.  Selling due to upgrade. Reasonable offers considered.  
Deb Thyne   gayton_au@wn.com.au 
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Camp Oven Cookout & 4WD 
Training Day 
June 16 - 17 
Come along and learn some bush cooking 
skills and sample what others create. The 
next day will be a 4WD training day on tracks 
within the property we will camp on. 
Camping is unpowered, in a bush setting, but 
with toilets and showers nearby. Costs are 
$10 per person for the night. We will set up 
a large camp fire early so we can cook from 
it. You can use the fire, your own gas stove, 
or even pre-cook a meal if you like. 
We share the meals and need people to 
volunteer for starters, main, and dessert.  
Bring your own camping equipment for the 
night’s stay. tent, swag, camper trailer or 
van are all ok. You will need bedding, a chair 
and any lights you have. 
The trip leader is Adrian. Please let him know 
you are coming (best to sign up on the website) 
and what you're able to contribute to the evening. 
The venue also has a 4WD park set up, which is 
frequently being expanded, so we will go for a 
look around that and see what we can play in. For 
this part of the weekend you should consider 
bringing a tyre  gauge, deflator, compressor, 
shovel, recovery tracks, and a snatch recovery kit,  
Take your own vehicle or come as a passenger in 
someone else's.  
Start time is 2pm in Midland. See the website for 
the exact location. Contact Adrian Longwood. 
 

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Keith and Ian watch over the camp 
oven at on the Mundaring-Albany trip 

Image by Katy Holder, author, 
look up her recipes 
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Bungle Bungle Range and Gibb River Road  
22 July – 18 August 
Purnululu National Park is one of the world’s most spectacular places. This 
World Heritage site – home of the Bungle Bungle Range – is in the East 
Kimberley about 300km south of Kununurra. We will be in the park for about 
five days and will take five (longish) days to get there (WA is a BIG state!). After 
the long drive, the focus is on the Kimberley, its scenery and adventure. 
There will be as many 2-4 night 
camps as will fit, bush camping 
where possible and caravan 
parks to freshen up. 
A trip down the Gibb River Road 
to Derby has been added to the 
itinerary. From Derby the convoy 
will follow the coast most of the way home. You will have the option to join, 
depart or diverge from the trip. [The quiz question this month is: who is the 
most recent life member of the club? Get your answer to the editor by email.] 
This may be attractive on the way back for those who cannot get the whole 
four weeks’ leave. Out of the way places will be highlights. Let us know your 
available dates. 
It’s a long trip, but not rated as an expedition so unmodified Subarus will be ok 
with a bit of preparation – some compulsory. New members are welcome. For 
safety’s sake, two drivers per car is preferred and there are several solo cars 
who will welcome a passenger. Please contact Ian Johnson, Nina McLaren or 
Trip Coordinator David Peck  

TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Photo courtesy of TripAdvisor 
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Tech troubles and bad weather on track to Albany 
Saturday April 21 
The backtracks trip from Mundaring to Albany started as the blinded leading 
the blind. The club had acquired a suite of waypoints, routes and track plots 
(highly-detailed records of tracks) and our trip was to use these to navigate a 
track no-one in the club had been on from start to finish. We started at 
Mundaring and were to navigate using GPS data along back roads and small 
tracks. But things did not go exactly to plan. 
It started with co-leader (and GPS navigator 
extraordinaire) David Peck not able to start 
because a delayed trip on a sail training ship 
had been rescheduled to clash with our 
starting time. He and his son Jason would 
come down independently and meet up 
with the group at our first night stop south 
of Collie. That left me to lead the trip. I had 
all the track data installed on my navigator 
and checked and double checked everything 
(I thought) but when it came time to start 
there was an issue loading the track.  
The track appeared on my navigator when the GPS satellites were turned off 
(i.e. the track was stored in the navigator’s hard drive) but when the GPS was 
turned on so I could follow the track on the screen as we drove, the track was 
not there. I solved the problem for the day by navigating using way points only 
(they still worked) and turning off the GPS each time I needed to check the 
track to work out where to turn and in which direction. I then turned the GPS 
back on so I could follow the map. It turns out that the track plot (the file 
containing all the track information) was too big for the navigator to handle as 
there is a limit of 10,000 data points for each track. That night I found a better 
solution for the next days’ driving, by booting up my laptop and downloading 
a ‘route’ which is waypoints linked by straight lines, like the above image.  
Despite the technical difficulties, we got going and progressed along the top of 
the Scarp to our morning tea spot at the old Balmoral WWII campsite south of 
Armadale. This was a quiet place in the forest with enough room for the seven 
cars that started in Mundaring. Cont. p. 17  

TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS 

Screen shot of the route we took 
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From p. 16 From there we passed through the back of Jarrahdale and along the 
scarp to Dwellingup where we had lunch. From Dwellingup to Collie was on 
good gravel, but around Collie the weather changed for the worse and we were 
hit with rain, wind and 
a sudden and very 
strong hail storm.  
We got to our 
proposed campsite at 
Glen Mervyn dam but 
made a very sensible 
group decision to go 
back to Collie. Jo called ahead (there are advantages to having access to the 
Telstra network) and found us places at the Collie River Valley caravan park. 
Here we found a very helpful camp manager who managed to fit most of us in. 
Deb, Erica and Karen set up in a cabin and Jo, Ross, Keith, Ian and I were in a 
site van with annexe. We each enjoyed being out of the weather, which had 
closed in for the night. Jason, Julia and Nathan opted for a motel room in Collie, 
and David and Jason drove down late in the evening and likewise opted for a 
motel room.  
For future reference, the Collie River Valley caravan park is clean, quiet and 
welcoming and would make a good base for exploring the many tracks in the 
area.  Stephan Millett 
 
Backroads to Albany Day 2: Collie to Tone Bridge 
April 22 
After a pleasant night hiding from the weather at Collie River Valley Caravan 
Park, and after a brief but interesting stop at the ruins of the Stockton Coal 
mine just outside Collie, we all headed south toward our next destination.  
The drive towards Boyup Brook was beautiful. The rain had brought out the 
beautiful smells of the forest and kept the dust down to a manageable level. 
We were lucky to have our forestry gurus (Ross and Keith) on the trip with us 
and there was no shortage of conversation about forestry practices, trees and 
back burning. Lunch was at the pretty town of Boyup Brook. The visitor centre 
was filled with wonderful and interesting things; well worth a visit. Cont. p. 18 

Balmoral Camp for morning tea 
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From p. 17. Group members bought a number of lovely items and chatted with 
the local women who staffed the centre. A highlight for some was the amazing 
collection of butterflies and 
beetles in a back room. For others 
it was the art and craft, jams and 
chutneys. It rained over lunch and 
we huddled in a rotunda in a town 
park, feeling cold.  
As we left Boyup Brook, the wet 
weather set in for the afternoon 
and we watched the rain drench 
the farmlands around us. It was 
difficult to endure Stephan’s 
relentless bad jokes over the radio but somehow, we all managed to get 
through this. There was one minor hiccup, which was Stephan’s rear 
differential warning light consistently appearing on his dashboard.  We all 

pulled over to investigate. This was like moths 
to a light for the men on the trip and there was 
a steady line of 
willing problem 
solvers for 
Stephan to draw 
upon. We made a 
quick stop at the 
Chowerup Hall, 
which was 
obviously still used 
by locals, and we 
headed toward 
Tone Bridge to 
make camp for the night. The fire was a real 
treat as the sun went down, but some very 
late night line marking on the nearby road was 
a bit startling for those woken by the noise 
and bright-as-day lights the workers were 
using. Karen Eldridge 

Looking for trouble around the rear 
diff of Stephan's diesel after the diff 
warning light came on 

It was not until a week later 
that Stephan found out why 
the rear diff warning light 
was on. The wires had 
broken inside the insulation.  
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Backroads to Albany Day Three: Tone Bridge to 
Peaceful Bay  Monday April 24 
Tone Bridge proved to be a great overnight camping spot complete with a long 
drop toilet and fire pits. 
Departing Tone Bridge it was a 
short drive to Unicup Lake.  Despite 
it appearing to be quite dry those 
who tried to venture onto the lake 
bed on foot soon found it to be 
rather muddy and boggy!  
Driving through farmland found us 
encountering wildlife on a grand 
scale.  I had never seen so many 
emus and kangaroos in one short 
drive.  It made for use of a great 
deal of caution with some cars 
coming uncomfortably close to bounding kangaroos, mine included. 
It was not long before we pulled into Lake Muir.  A much bigger lake and again 
rather dry.  Ross provided 
a great deal of 
information on the area 
as we drove through 
including the fascinating 
fact that brumbies were 
found in this area.  When 
we reached the end of 
the raised timber 
walkway to view the lake 
brumbies could be seen 
in the far distance.  Ross 
said even though he 
knew of the brumbies and had travelled through the area many times before 
he had never seen them! 
After leaving Lake Muir we soon found ourselves entering the magnificent 
forests of the South West.  Cont. p. 20 

Lake Unicup Ski Club, seasonal at best  

Nathan and Julia, at the Lake Muir bird observatory 
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From p. 19 The frequent showers of rain 
brought a freshness to the forest and 
intensified the colours, especially of the 
many beautiful tree trunks.  We stopped 
at a particularly beautiful ‘intersection’ 
in the forest to have morning tea 
between showers.  
After morning tea the next destination 
was Mt Frankland, a large granite 
outcrop rising up from the forest.  It 
seemed all our destinations for the trip 
were punctuated with showery rain 
that, on arrival, soon cleared to allow us 
to continue on with our activities.  Mt 
Frankland was no exception.   
It was a short but steep distance to the 
summit, however for those not so fit it 
did require a few stops to catch your 
breath – yes, that included me!  The walk up is partly by concrete steps which 
should make the journey easier.  Unfortunately they are uneven in depth and 
spread which seemed to make it more 
difficult and some of us took to the side of 
the steps at times.  In one steep section a 
ladder and platform has been installed.  
From Mt Frankland we took a leisurely 
afternoon drive through the forest arriving 
into Walpole about mid-afternoon.  This 
saw some taking advantage of a visit to the 
bakery, supermarket, visitors centre and 
the petrol station. 
We then made our way to Peaceful Bay 
Caravan Park situated only a few hundred metres off the beach.  It was a lovely 
overnight stop under the trees with toilet and shower facilities and a camp 
kitchen.  Some took advantage of placing a last minute order for fish and chips 
for dinner. Cont. p. 21 

Feral animals warning near Lake Muir 

Mount Frankland view 
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From p. 20 Earlier in the trip Jo had told us about a 
young fellow she knew who had just finished the 
Munda Biddi (cycling) track and had started the walk 
back from Albany to Perth on the Bibbulmun Track.  
Who should be pitching his tent just as we arrived at 
the campground but the man himself!  He joined us 
around the campfire that evening and Jo offered him 
a cooked breakfast before he left in the morning and 
some helped him out with a few snacks to take on his 
way. 
Another lovely evening gathered around the campfire 
and I reflected how restorative a trip into the forest 
can be for the soul. Deb Thyne 
 

A poignant reminder of whales Tuesday April 24 
On the way in to our campsite 
in Albany, David, Jason, Erica 
and I detoured to the whaling 
museum. This was a beautifully 
sad experience as the museum 
chronicled the life and death of 
the Albany whaling industry 
from the first small boat effort, 
through successive larger 
boats. There were stories of 
men and their families, the 
danger and excitement of the 
hunt and the eventual, 
inevitable bloody butchery and 
rendering of large sentient 
mammals into oil for human 
industry. 
Among the highlights of the 
visit was exploring the 
Cheyne’s IV whaler which had 
Cont. p. 23 

Step ladder for the last 
leg climbing Mt 
Frankland 

Macabre entrance to the skeleton exhibits 
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From p. 21 been permanently dry docked. The boat was 
powered by a massive oil-powered steam turbine. This 
was surprising at first, given that the era of steam was 
well past, until the explanation emerged: the steam 
turbine allowed silent running that did not alert the 
whales... the stealth technology of the day 
Whaling ended in 1978 when the humpback, sperm and 
southern right and other whale species had been hunted 
to near extinction, and technological changes and 
changing fashions meant demand for whale oil was in 
rapid decline ... ending the economic viability of the 
industry. This was also a time when a global 
environmental movement was agitating to save the whales. And so the end 
of whaling in Albany was celebrated 
by some and mourned by those 
others whose livelihoods had relied 
on the hunt. 
The whale museum is worth a visit, 
not because it glorifies the hunters 
but because it seeks to strike a 
balance between remembering 
courage and remembering cruelty, 
and between the lives of people 
wresting a living from the sea and 
the life and death of large, 
intelligent, social animals.  
My overwhelming emotions were 
empathy, sympathy and ... at the 
end ... a sort of poignant sadness 
that was not at all a bad thing. 
Having arrived in Albany in part to 
honour my now-dead father and 
grandfather at the Anzac centenary 
it was fitting to honour the survival 
of the whales. 
Stephan Millett  

Jason and David on deck 

Erica ponders the silent running system below 
the decks 

Baleen whale skeleton 



 
 

 
 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SUBARU DEALER OR SUBARU.COM.AU

Metro Retail Centres
Melville Subaru MELVILLE 9330 4900
Subaru Osborne Park OSBORNE PARK 9273 2777
City Subaru VICTORIA PARK 9416 0888
Subaru Wangara WANGARA 9309 7888

Provincial Retail Centres
Albany Subaru ALBANY 9841 4555
Bunbury Subaru BUNBURY 9780 7444
Esperance Autos ESPERANCE 9071 1060
Midwest Subaru GERALDTON 9921 2966
Peel Subaru MANDURAH 9582 6222

SUBARU.COM.AU

If you knew,
you’d drive a SUBARU.

If you knew

If you knew the new Forester 
had Subaru’s legendary grip, 
balance and control,

If you knew the new Subaru 
Forester is packed with state 
of the art technologies, safety 
features and enhanced 
off road abilities

If you knew the new Subaru 
Forester is available in Manual 
and CVT Auto, Petrol and Diesel,

If you knew the Subaru Forester 
has been awarded seven 
Australia’s Best Car awards;

FORESTER
ALL-NEW SUBARU


