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SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello Everyone!
Following last month’s AGM, I’ve proudly put my hand up

and have been re-elected as president for a second term. I’m
very excited about the year to come and continue on the great
position the club is currently in.
With a similar committee re-elected, some new faces, new
positions, and shuffling about there should be smooth
transition in to the new financial year. We welcome Deborah to the
committee as Secretary, and Jason Moore as Social Media Coordinator, #’s,
@’s and more to follow, stay tuned!
Memberships are overdue, and any members who have not yet renewed
please do so soon as membership will expire by the end of the year. Please
see Tony Richards (Treasurer) and Travis Maskey (Memberships Coordinator)
to renew, or find the form on the website.
I’d like to thank the previous, and still mostly current, committee on their
efforts in building the club atmosphere. It’s great to be a part of a positive
environment.
Please make the effort to come down to the last General Meeting of the year,
and reflect on the year that was. There will be nibbles to follow so please
bring a small share plate along with you.
I will also be bringing along some of the Bushranger 4WD gear, as Christmas
specials are now available. These prices are December only! Get in quick, or
send me an email to reserve some items so you don’t miss out.
With Tony Richards, I recently led the Lancelin Sand Dunes trip, which was a
spectacular day out. There were 16 cars, a handful of wonderful guests, and
topped off with pretty good weather. Miss out? Don’t make the same
mistake next year and keep the day in mind.
The committee will be planning another exciting year of trips, but we need
your help in two ways: to suggest some places you’d like to visit; and also to
get along to the trips as often as possible, including getting your names down
early on the website so the leader can accurately prepare for the trip and
ensure any bookings made are sufficient for the numbers going.
Stay safe over the festive season, best wishes to all, thanks for reading.
The Pres, Adrian Longwood
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TRIP COORDINATOR’S REPORT
Firstly thanks to Travis and the committee for doing such a good job for the
past two years. They have come up with some great new trip locations and
social outings that are going to be a tough act to follow. The calendar is
already pretty full heading into 2018.
December is traditionally a quiet month
A history of the club
for trips but we do have the very
Since the club was formed
important Christmas party at Jo’s again
there have been more than
J. In January we have the popular beach
560 individual members,
run day trip, then the Australia day long
with annual membership
weekend trip to Northcliffe. Check the
peaking at 106 in 1985.
promo in the magazine on the club
A list of all members up to
website for more details.
1994 was compiled for the
We have a couple of expressions of
25th anniversary book The
interest for two extended trips next
Journey: The First 25 years
year. Stephan is planning a trip to Goog’s
which chronicled the club’s
Track and then to the Flinders Ranges in
story. Life member Ian
the middle of June and I’m trying to talk
Johnson combed through
him into visiting extra locations whilst
the archives to add up all
we are over that way. Ian is heading up
the members since the
to Purnululu on a five week trip in late
anniversary book to come
July / Early August.
up with the final figure.
I hope you have a Merry Christmas and a
Some of the Club books are
safe and Happy New Year.
available. Contact Adrian
Cheers, David
Longwood to get one
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SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION

Annual Beach Run - Sunday 14 January 2018
Join us for a very popular run along the beach covering terrain our Subaru's
float across so well on. Suitable for any skill level and guests welcome.
Beach Run along Preston Beach and stopping for a relaxing lunch.
Bring: UHF Radio (these can be
Christmas Party at Jo’s hired from the club), Air
Saturday 9th December
Gauge/Deflator, Air
Time to catch up for Christmas for a
Compressor, Chair, Food/Drinks,
casual BBQ.
Sand Flag & Shade.
Bring: Meat for the BBQ, a salad or
Contact: Adrian Longwood 0424
dessert to share, drinks, a chair just
723 558
in case I don't have enough, your
Yeagarup weekend. We
bathers and towel if you fancy a dip
are heading back to Yeagarup
in the pool. I will have some
for the March long weekend.
nibbles, bread and sauces etc.
Yeagarup Hut is located around
It’s a relaxing afternoon. The BBQ
45min drive from Pemberton
will be started about 5pm. Those
township, on the south side of
with commitments in the day can
the Yeagarup Dune system; the
come late. Or you can leave early if
largest landlocked dune system
you have something on in the
of their type in the Southern
evening.
Hemisphere. From the hut is an
Time: From 1pm
8km 4WD drive to the Southern
Contact: Jo on 0411 151 024
Ocean and the mouth of the
Warren River. The hut has a large communal dining area, toilets and hot
water. Sign up on the Trips page
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SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIP PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION

Get around to Northcliffe. January 26-28 2018
Over the Australia Day long weekend, come to the Round Tu It Caravan
Park in Northcliffe. From here we will drive to nearby beaches and forestry
tracks and sample some great local produce.
Northcliffe is a little town south-ish from Pemberton. Some of the local sights
include Moon's Crossing, Mount Chudalup and the Warren River. We'll head
down on Australia Day and come back on Sunday.
We'll be staying at the Round Tu It Caravan park just out of town (details are
below). You will have to book your own site so be quick before they run
out. I am sure there are other options for accommodation around the area if
you’re looking for
other digs.
On Saturday you
can either
adventure out
towards Lake
Maringup and
Broke Inlet, head
down to Windy
Harbour, explore
the many back
roads or head
over to
Pemberton and
Manjimup to climb trees.
If you need something to enable you to come along, please let me know and I
will try to help you out.
Round Tu It Caravan Park - 9776 7276 - http://www.aroundtu-it.com.au/
Camping/caravanning - $15/person/night
Chalet - $175 (2 people)/night
Unit (3 people) - $75/night
Contact: Travis Maskey 0422 815 737
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Beautiful Bremer Mark II

Good Friday 30 March to Easter Monday 2 April 2018
Let’s go explore the
Bremer Bay region again
for Easter –
hopefully with less water
than last time, when
much of the beautiful
Fitzgerald River National
Park nearby was closed to
us. The consolation was
some fun puddles on the
roads we did get to drive
down and a bit of fishing.
Location: Tozers Bush
Camp
What to Bring: There is a full camp kitchen and ablution facilities. All sites are
unpowered so all camping gear is required. Basic recovery gear would be
handy.
Contact: Jo Norton 0411 151 024
Expressions of interest are
Swim and Sunset
Sunday 18 February 2018

Pack a picnic or grab something to eat at
one of the cafes and join us from 4.30pm
for dinner as we watch the sunset over the
ocean at City Beach.
Meet on the grassed area to the north of
the cafés at City Beach.
Have a splash in the waves if it’s warm or
just admire the view.
Contact: Jo Norton 0411 151 024
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being called for two
extended trips in the
middle of next year.
Bungle Bungles
Purnululu National Park in
July-August.
Flinders Ranges, South
Australia. This trip goes via
Goog’s Track and the
Trans Australia rail track.
Go to the Trips page on the
Club website to put your
name down

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
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SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS

Rudall River Reconnoitre Day 10 August 14
It was a reasonably early start to depart Christmas
Pool for Desert Queen Baths so we could have the
much-needed swim. Keith had a win early morning
finding a new to him bird. Stephan tried to find the
cave with the rock art but was unsuccessful. Time
to hit the road.
We knew the 87km trip would be a little
challenging and therefore take a while. We had lots
of lumpy and bumpy ruts which will now be known
as shake rattle and roll and some really soft sand.
No naming, but one person became a little stuck in the soft sand. Not
bogged, but accepted some help. I without thinking had the comment of the
day when I said to Dave “when you see my bum
there is a wash away”.
We came across the hand water pump marked
on the maps. We found it worked just fine and
the water was good, so we filled some
jerrycans.
Finally we got to the turn into Desert Queen
only 18km to go.
We could almost hear the water. We expected
the worst on the way in but were pleasantly
surprised. Whilst the
road was challenging
and required a lot of
concentration we all
made it in in one
piece. The camp site
was chosen, the tents
erected and then time
for that much awaited
Dave shopping at morning
tea
swim. The pool was a
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little stroll through some rough tracks with a creek
crossing to get to the 'beach' side for easier entry.
First in was Keith of course who declared it only a
couple of degrees warmer than Kalgan Pool. That
has become our water temperature thermometer.
Deb and I were a bit wussy and sat on the edge.
Then to everyone's shock Dave turned up in his
swimming shorts to take the plunge, he must have
been desperate for a bath. In my 4.5years in the
club that is the first time I have seen him in
shorts.
Back to camp for afternoon drinks dinner and an
evening of playing a town naming
game.

Day 11 August 15
The next day was our first full day of
no driving. Steve got up early and
headed off to see if he could find the
cave with modern Aboriginal paintings.
Keith and Tony headed out birding. The
morning was spent by most of us sitting
around reading and relaxing.
After lunch it was time for a dip in the
pool, then we walked to the cave of
older Aboriginal paintings.
The water here is very refreshing
especially after the hike through bush
and over walks. Dave didn't grace us
with his legs today but managed to find
a comfy place to watch us all splash.
That evening was an evening of
quizzing Dave about planes for an aviation education lesson.
A reasonably early night was had so we could hit the road again in the
morning to head to T Pool. Jo Norton
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TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS

Rudall River Reconnoitre - Day 12 August 16
Desert Queen Baths to Newman via T pool & Jigalong

By 6:30am everybody was up and preparing to break camp for an 8:00
departure Desert Queen Baths and heading to Tjingkulatjarra (Chingie-archajarrah) Pool .
Whilst we only travelled about 40Kms on this leg it was interesting to see the
significant change in the country as it went from Spinifex to Gibber rock
plains and “breakaway”
country.
We stopped briefly to watch
and be watched by a herd of
wild camels on our way to
number 11 pool where we
stopped for a “cuppa” and a
look around.
After “smoko” we were back
on the track to Tjingkulatjarra
Pool where we had a swim,
went exploring further and
just relaxed and “chewed the fat” with other
travellers we met at the pool, for the rest of
the day
Due to fuel constraints it was decided not to
take a trip out to “Hanging Rock” but this did
not stop Deb from having a Picnic.
Day 13 –August 17
After resting up for the day and a good
night sleep we were off again, heading for
Jigalong for fuel and ice creams. We
crossed the Rudall River for the last time at a
point where the WA Police Force “Canning Expedition” left a commemorative
plaque, outlining a brief history of the area. Cont. p.14
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CLUB CALENDAR
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Sat 10th: Night Drive
through Julimar Forest
13th: General Meeting
Sun 18th: Swim and Sunset,
Fish & Chips at City Beach
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Sat 3rd-Mon 5th: Yeagarup
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Hut
Tue 6th: Committee
Meeting
Tue 13th: General Meeting
Sat 17th: Breakfast at the
Left Bank
Fri 30th-Mon 2nd: Easter at
Tozer’s near Bremer Bay -

Fri 30th-Mon 2nd: Easter at
Tozer’s near Bremer Bay
April 25: Anzac Day
extended trip to the
Wheatbelt

UPCOMING TRIPS June 2-4: 4WD Association Gathering at
Kalgoorlie . Long trips: June 16 – July 8 Flinders Ranges and
Goog’s Track; August Credo; August Purnululu
SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
School Holidays: December 15 - January 30, April 14 - April 29
Public holidays: Dec 25 & 26, January 1 & 26, March 5 & 30,
April 2 & 25
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Rudall Day 13 cont. Morning tea was taken just outside the park in a stand of
river gums. A bore had been installed at this site by CRA Exploration, however
the “head” equipment had been recovered.
After smoko we headed to the
Talawana Track, which by comparison
to previous tracks was more like a
major highway!
We took time out near the upper
reaches of the dry Oakover River
(feeds Running Waters) to find ruins
and a Len Beadell marker and
acknowledgement plate left by his
daughter, Connie Sue in 2003.
The Talawana track traverses the
Great & Little Sandy Deserts and the Gibson
Desert and the section through which we
travelled ran between (parallel) to large red
sand dunes.
The vegetation of the region changed
dramatically again to woodlands with
Grevillea, Acacia and various (unknown) small
shrubs in bloom. There were also large stands
of Casuarina (desert oak).
We finally got to Jigalong for fuel,
but most importantly...
After Jigalong it was non stop to
Newman......Almost!
In Newman we booked into the
Caravan park and all enjoyed a
most welcome long hot shower.
The headed off to the pub for a
feed and a cold beer, or soft drink.
Unfortunately after 1400Kms of
tracks and undefined roads I got lost looking for the pub!! Steve DeSantis
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Rudall River Reconnoitre, Day 14 August 18
Newman to Gascoyne Middle Junction
After a restless night at Newman Caravan Park, due to noise and light
pollution, we had a lazy start. Those who had not washed clothes the night
before did so and the rest caught up with phone, emails and social media
before heading bush again. Before that we all went shopping and topped up
again with fuel. Tony and I went off to Ophthalmia dam about 20km east of
town to do some birding then met up with the rest of the group at the
lookout for lunch. We found out that Jo had put a hole in her new Subaru
shirt by catching it in the filler cap cover while putting her jerry cans on the
roof. Luckily Deborah was filling up at the same time and sprung the filler
release to extricate Jo.
We left around 1.30pm to head south
and stopped off at Kumarina for icecream before arriving at our
overnight stop Gascoyne middle
junction about 4pm. Tony & I went
off again walking along the river for
more birding with quite a few species
around. With my turn to cook we had
Spaghetti Bolognaise for dinner.

Day 15 August 19 – Gascoyne river camp to Lorna Glen
Up early to spot some more birds rewarded us with Babblers and Cockatiels,
the latter I was happy to get in flight.
We left at 8.00am south again then turned left along Wiluna North Rd. It is
191km to Wiluna along a good gravel road which was easy to sit on 80-90kph.
With occasional stops for photographing raptors we had morning tea at Well
2 on the Canning Stock route and dropped in at Well 1.
We arrived at Wiluna for lunch just as the supermarket was shutting (12.30
on Saturday) but after a bit of haggling they stayed open for an extra 15 min
for us. They now have a machine giving 24 hour fuel which was $1.61/litre for
both unleaded and diesel.
We left at 1.30pm along the Gunbarrel highway east, turned off along the
Granite Peak road before arriving at Lorna Glen at 3.30pm. We were met by
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Jim and Chris who had been here a week and Chris had made muffins for
afternoon tea. After settling in the rooms Tony cooked a BBQ for dinner.
Keith Wilcox

Day 15. August 19. Lorna Glen
After leaving Newman after lunch we camped at middle Gascoyne overnight
camp, just as we had on the way north. Keith made a great. Spag Bol for
supper, then by 8am we were on the road again. After 24km or so we turned
off on to Wiluna North Road. This was largely a well-maintained road, but
when it became a bit rough we let the tyre pressures down. Shortly after that
we had morning tea at Canning Stock Road Well no. 2 then had a picture
opportunity at Well 1 before refuelling and having at Wiluna. Then it was off
down Wongawol Road to Granite Peak Road and on to Lorna Glen. We met
up with Jim and Chris, enjoyed Tony’s barbecue cooking then it was an early
night … in a bed!

Day 16. August 20
We were up and away by eight that morning, heading out on a magical
mystery tour led by Jim. This took us on an 80km round trip via station tracks
to Skull Springs on Wongawol station. On the way we passed Pink Lake which
for the first time Jim had
observed was full of water. And
yes, the water was pink. Once on
the other side of the lake, we
drove up a breakaway for a
birdseye view. The lake water
was a vermilion mirror fringed in
stark contrast by bright green
balls of shrubs making the most
of the water.
Following morning tea on Skull Spring creek we walked down the river bed
to a long, shaded pool. There were lots of flowers on the track in, with the
crew making a number of stops for pictures. We came back to Lorna Glen for
lunch then headed off to Turtle Rockhole, the destination we failed to reach
on our last visit in 2016 because of heavy mud on the track. The pool sits at

the end of a treed stream and under an eroded semicircular ledge. A
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chimney hole through the roof gave some fun as
Jo and Stephan took pictures of each other taking
pictures of each other through the hole, with

A bird first
As we
prepared for
dessert Keith
announced his
big news of the
day: he had
discovered and
photographed
a new bird
species for
Lorna Glen. His
confirmation
of a Blackchinned
Honeyeater
brings the total
number of bird
species
identified on
Lorna Glen to
149.

Stephan under the ledge, beside the Pool and Jo on
top.
We came back to Lorna Glen via a gnamma hole then
dropped in to visit our worksite of our previous year’s
visit to find that a corrugated metal roof, with clear
skylights, had been added to the skeleton we finished
last year. A short wall had been added to a south
corner and there were clear signs the site was being
well used. The concrete floor of the shower block had
been extended and Jim had erected a metal partition
between the two showers. It was rewarding to see
that our week’s hard work last year had been built on
and that the area was being enjoyed. Dinner of roast
lamb and chicken by Deb was a highlight, but it was
the gluten-free mousse and preserved fruit that
followed which brought the best laughs on the day. As
the mousse bowl emptied there was a lot of good
natured ribbing of Tony as he struggled to refuse the
last helping. Mousse is his signature dessert and there
was much laughter as he was subjected to a
philosophical inquisition over his "dilemma" – to refuse the last serving and
give mock offence to Deb, the cook, or to scoff the remains and so confirm
his reputation for overindulgence (in mousse, at least). Deb cut through the
dilemma by putting a scoop of mousse in Tony's bowl then wiping her fingers
round the inside of the bowl and licking them. For the moment it was like
being kids again. A great laugh. Stephan Millett

Bird watch. With the growing number of bird enthusiasts in the Club,

this may be of interest. Though its population numbers fewer than 150,
there’s some good news for the Western Ground Parrot: one in Perth
Zoo’s captive-breeding program has laid four eggs. Also, in the month of
December keep a look out for Fork-tailed Swifts in S-W Australia

16

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.

17

SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF W.A. INC.
TRIPS AND SOCIAL REPORTS

Doin’ the dunes in Lancelin
Leading a large group that included a good handful of guests and
inexperienced club members, I was a little nervous heading in to the day, as
looking after 16 cars in a convoy, and having no accidents in a difficult 4wd
area can be a challenge. Most people arrived on time, and but we were a
little slow getting underway from the meet point, leaving 30mins after we
planned to.
Arriving at Lancelin Bakery, we stopped for a morning tea (how can you skip a
good bakery?), before making our way in to the sand dunes. I discussed a few
things about what to expect over the day in the briefing, and did a
demonstration on deflating tyres, carefully explaining the main benefits we
gain from doing so. Those being the increased footprint length of each tyre,
and not the ‘width’ or bellowing of the sidewalls. With everyone setting their
pressures to around 12-14psi, allowing for an expected increase of 2-4psi as
the day went on the group shortly departed, splitting off in 2 directions. Tony
Richards taking the somewhat experienced drivers, while I had the fate of the
beginners in my hands.
Taking off steadily and working our way through the smaller rolling dunes we
worked our way around finding a few steeper and longer descents. This is
where the heart rate increases and the size of the dune really comes in to
proportion, staring down a long steep dune, as you slide out your seat. Just as
we starting going down, one of the vehicles got stuck at the back so once we
all got down we doubled back around to see Leon in his outback, diagonally
hung up on the crest of a dune. With 1 wheel in the air and the other
opposite wheel barely touching the ground, it quickly demonstrated the
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limits of open front and rear diffs. A little work with a shovel, an inflatable
‘pillow track’ under the rear wheel that was in the air and a recovery track
under the front wheel just touching saw the car get enough traction to rock
backwards, then drive down forwards. We’re back on our way exploring more
dunes again!
Finding a moderate hill climb to challenge ourselves on before lunch proved a
good learning experience as it took a few members a couple goes to judge
the right entry speed and momentum to get them to the top, and getting the
hang of using a heavy right foot. One forester became bellied and even
needed a dig to reverse back down. Not a drama with shovels and recovery
tracks nearby.
Off to lunch to meet back
up with Tony’s group and
share stories of the
mornings adventures,
while sitting in the shade
of a few car awnings.
Finding out they only
need to give a car a
helping push was good
news other than someone
catching their wheel arch
liner.
Departing the lunch stop, John Cahill attempted a large dune climb to get out,
before it getting the better of it. Out of nowhere, Ross charged up and
cleared it surprising all! I then thought I’d have a crack myself, using the
power on hand I got up well. Jason and Laura also had a crack, but neither
were successful. The 2 groups then departed the easy way out and explored a
little more, playing on some larger dunes building on the experience and skills
learnt in the morning. We slowly wandered back out of the dunes around
2.30pm heading back to a park near town to pump up and head home.
Attendees new to Lancelin Dunes really enjoyed the experience and
knowledge gained of what they can do, and what the vehicles are capable of.
With thanks to Tony for co-leading the trip on what was a fun day enjoyed by
all. Adrian Longwood.
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Flying family fun on the dunes
My day on the Lancelin dunes was an unusual one, as I was a passenger in
my own car. Driving my car for the first time and driving on sand for the first
time was my daughter Cathrine, who joined us at Lancelin in her Impreza
after doing a few early morning hours with her SES dog unit. After a few
minor struggles with a manual diesel and a stiff heavy-duty clutch, Cathrine
took to the dunes like a natural. If someone else did a dune, so did she no
matter how steep or technical. The diesel stood up to Cathrine’s zeal. The
same cannot be said for her Mum, Hanna, sitting in the back with Oak the
dog.
We had joined Tony’s
group, which was meant
to be a
beginner/intermediate
group but for some in
the group the first dune
was a significant
challenge – before they
started to realise just
how capable the Subis
are. On another dune
Karen moved off a tight ridge-line route and found herself with two wheels
dug into the downslope and her car on a precarious angle. She could not turn
the wheels or move forward or back. After digging the downslope wheels
free – carefully – and supporting her car with some strong biceps, the crew
decided the time was right to give moving another go. After trying to turn
into the slope to head on to flat ground, Karen finally got control of the
steering and headed into safe ground and great relief. The most spectacular
event on the day was when Cathrine took my car up a long and steep incline
but powered off a fraction early right at the top and we were left with a car
with one front wheel high in the air, the other front wheel barely touching
the sand and two back wheels with insufficient traction to go anywhere. The
long reverse back out of trouble would be technically difficult so the ever
smiling Cathrine asked me if I wanted to take it on – not out of her own fear,
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but from solicitude to her Dad and his concern for his pride and joy (the car).
But before we tried to back out, Cathrine suggested that some weight on the
front bumper might help. So two other sexagenarians pulled down on the
bumper while I stood on it. The weight on the front rocked the car on a
fulcrum of sand and brought another wheel into play. Cathrine gave the
accelerator a nudge and gradually moved across the peak of the dune. Then a
bit more and she was over. Her Yee-Haa! Echoed
MEMBERSHIP
through the group.
RENEWAL
After a leisurely lunch in a sheltered hollow, we set
Just a reminder
off for a few more dunes, including a long steep
that your
downhill that not everyone chose to take. We then
memberships are
finished the day by dropping Cathrine off at her car
due for renewal.
and heading out to air up before a family miniYou can print off
convoy headed home, happy. Stephan Millett
the renewal form

Update on Bulgalbin
The nine appeals lodged by the proponent
(MinRes) were dismissed by the (Environmental)
Appeals Convenor last week and this decision
was accepted by the Environment Minister. But
according to Steve Wilke – Environmental
Advisor with TrackCare, this is not end of the
process!
He said, "The State Government expects to
announce its decision before the end of the
year…."
The Minister for the Environment is now
consulting with other relevant prior to making a
final decision (hopefully) before Christmas
Keep a look out for any chance you get to help
save the unique flora and flora at Bulgalbin
REMEMBER. Please send reports, photos,
product reviews, car mods, camping ideas and
any other info for the magazine to
editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
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from links page
on the club
website and post
the form in, hand
it in at the next
meeting or do a
direct debit into
the clubs account
(please include
your "name" and
" renewal" if you
choose this
option). The
club’s BSB and
account number
can be found on
the membership
renewal form on
the club’s website
in the links page.

