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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Joshua from GME joined us with an informative presentation on the new
releases and variety of units from GME. It’s always exciting to see new
products and keep up to date with what’s available and best suits our
needs.
The Club’s financial year has come to an end as of 30th September and
this means memberships fee’s are now due. I’ve emailed every member
in the club with details about this and other important upcoming events.
If you have not received the email yet, please get back to me ASAP,
and I will make sure you get it.
The club’s premier event, that being the Annual Dinner is locked in for
the end of this month on the 28th of October. I would like to see many of
you down, and importantly get your votes in early so we can organize
awards. Ps, don’t forget those funny award nominations! There’s definitely been a few member mishaps and funny stories this year.
I have been unable to giveaway the $20 Gift Voucher for Getaway Outdoors, but I’m determined to find it a home. Want it? Simple. Read
EVERY page, then when you get to the second last page, simply follow
the instructions.
The AGM is coming up next month and we welcome new faces to join
the committee and get involved with organizing the club, whether it be
the secretary, treasurer, editor, president or general committee, simply
let us know if you’re interested
Safe travels and see you at the next GM. Adrian Longwood, The Pres.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Just a reminder that your memberships are due for renewal. You can
print off the renewal form from links page on the club website and post
the form in, hand it in at the next meeting or do a direct debit into the
clubs account (please include your "name" and " renewal" if you choose
this option). The clubs BSB and account number can be found on the
membership renewal form on the clubs website in the links page.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Note that the clubs AGM is to be held at 7.30pm on Tues. 14 November
at our usual meeting place in the Rotary Hall, 55 Sandgate St., South
Perth where all committee positions are up for re-election.
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TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
Hi All
First of all, the Pines/Wilbinga trip has been split into 2 trips, and the
overnight stay has been cancelled. Both parts of the weekend are up
on the website, so refer to them for more details.
Adrian and Keith have been trying to give away a $20 gift voucher by
putting in little competitions in our little magazine. So far no one has
done anything to win it. We have done it to see who is reading the mag,
and to mess with people. I don’t think that it will go even if all you had to
do was to call up and ask for it. Seriously call Adrian, his number is in
the front of the mag (one page back, on the back of the front cover),
and say “I want the voucher.” That’s all you need to do. Just call Adrian,
and ask for the voucher. If it doesn’t go this month then something is
wrong.
As always and forever if you want to go on a trip and don’t have the
gear you need. You can call or email either Adrian or myself and we will
do our best to help you out. You should know where to find our contact
details now. And if you need advice, feel free to ask anyone. Us older
members like to pass our knowledge on.
See you all out there.
Starting in this magazine is the first of the trip reports from the Rudall
River Reconnoitre, the clubs main trip of the year. It will continue for a
few months ending up with our volunteer work at Lorna Glen.

All the participants (excluding Tony the photographer)
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Pines Parade - Saturday 14 October
Spend Saturday arvo traversing Gnangara & Pinjar Pine Plantations.
Joy will lead the group for an informative tour of remains of the Gnangara and Pinjar wetlands commencing in the afternoon.
Meet Point: At Jims place 218 Lakelands Drive, Gnangara
Meet Time: 1pm until around 4-5pm
What to bring:
UHF Radio (Club Channel 16), air gauge/deflator, air compressor,
shovel and basic recovery gear. (Can be shared if you don’t have any).
Trip leader: Joy Unno 0429 473 709

Wilbinga Wander - Sunday 15 October
The group will be exploring the Wilbinga Reserve, which is located between Two Rocks and Moore River. The area is popular for its variety of
terrain, beaches and its proximity to Perth. Weather permitting fishing,
swimming and kayaking is in the plans. Bring enough food for lunch, as
well as nibbles and drinking water. The conditions vary as is expected
for beaches, so we will be dropping tire pressures considerably, and
bringing a range of recovery gear,
Suggested Items to bring: UHF Radio, Pressure Gauge / Deflator, Air
Compressor, Shovel, Recovery Tracks, Snatch Strap + Bridle + Shackles + Dampener, Chair, Kayak, Fishing Gear, Awning/Gazebo, If you
don’t have these items, do not worry as the trip leader has spares, you
will need to bring or hire a club radio as a minimum.
The terrain is sandy, and there's limestone cap rock, so there's a small
chance of tire damage. There's also a chance of light scratches.
Meet: 8.30am at Drovers Car Park Midland for a 9.00am departure.
Trip leader: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Annual Dinner - Saturday 28 October
Join us for a night of catching up with members laughing at those that
receive silly awards and congratulating those that receive the annual
awards.
Location: Castle Hotel, York
Time: 6pm for pre dinner drinks and 6.30pm for the meal a 3 course set
menu for $35. Full cooked buffet breakfast available for $20 Sunday.
FOR MEALS TO BE PAID IN CASH TO ME ON THE NIGHT. PLEASE
DO NOT MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO PAY ON YOUR ROOM BILL AS
THIS CONFUSES MY CALCULATIONS.
Dinner menu:
Entrée
Soup of the day with crusty bread
or Bruschetta on garlic bread
Main
Grilled spotted emperor with char sui salad and beer battered steak fries
or T-bone steak with beer battered fries and salad
or Pumpkin and chicken risotto with spinach, onion, pepito and aborio
rice
Dessert
Chocolate mud cake with cream
or Apple crumble with cream
Tea and Coffee
Drinks to be purchased individually at the bar
Accommodation options:
Motel (2 beds per room)
$125 for 1 person, $140 for 2 people
Hotel (l bed per room shared ensuite)
$100 for 1 person, $120 for 2 people
Put your name down on the website or Contact: Joanne Norton 0411
151 024
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Lancelin Sand Dunes - 19 Nov.
Prospective, new and existing members
are all invited to learn the capabilities of
their vehicle and their driving ability. We will
split into groups depending on experience
and start off easy, progressing to something more challenging. It is a fun day in a
safe area, with experienced members who
will give you advice on all facets of driving
on sand, including tyre pressures, choosing
the right gear ratios and how to get out after getting stuck in the sand.
This is suitable for all model 4WD Subaru’s (except unlifted Liberty’s or
Impreza’s). Outback’s have had a few front clearance problems in the
past, so if these owners have any concerns please contact the trip
leader.
Also it pays to remove the plastic splash tray under the engine if it has
not already been replaced with a sump guard.
Adrian will be looking after beginners and novices and Tony will be will
looking after those with experience who are a bit more adventurous.
Time: 8.15am for an 8.30am departure. Do not be late.
Where to meet: DROVERS car park on Wanneroo Road, just south of
Joondalup Drive intersection.
Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks, tyre pump, tyre pressure gauge, hat,
sunscreen, camera and full tank of fuel.
Tony's Mobile: 0414 224 734, Adrian's Mobile: 0424 723 558
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION
What size tyres can I fit?
There is often discussion about what tyres are legal to fit on Foresters
and Outbacks. The definitive answer is in the National Code of Practice
for Light Vehicle Construction and Modification (VSB 14) (https://
infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/vsb_ncop.aspx ).
This has been adopted in its entirety by Western Australia.
The relevant section is 4.2.4, Overall Nominal Diameter, which states
“The overall diameter of any tyre fitted to a passenger car or passenger
car derivative must not be more than 15mm larger or 26mm smaller than
that of any tyre designated by the vehicle manufacturer for that model.
The overall diameter of any tyre fitted to:
• 4WD passenger vehicles specifically designed for off-road use
(typically MC ADR category). All wheel drive (AWD) vehicles including those AWD vehicles that may be certified as MC ADR
category, (also commonly known as soft roaders) are not included in this category…” Full information is at:
https://infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/pdf/
NCOP11_Section_LS_Tyres_Suspension_Steering_Nov_2015_v4.pdf
What does this mean? I’ll use my 2014 SJ Forester diesel as an example. This comes with 17inch rims and 225/60R17 tyres. This means tyre
is 225mm wide and the sidewall height is 60% of the 225mm width. This
gives a sidewall height of 135mm. To get the diameter, double this number (270mm) and add it to the rim diameter (432mm) to get a total wheel
diameter of 702mm. [Or use one of the tyre size calculators on the net].
Under VSB14, the maximum allowable wheel diameter is 15mm greater
than the tyres fitted at the factory. This means for my tyres, the maximum
allowable diameter is 717mm (702+15).
My diesel cannot fit 16” rims without fitting smaller brakes and, as we can
only safely vary the tyre width by 10mm, + or -, the following apply:
Dimensions

Diameter

Legal?

Dimensions

Diameter

Legal?

225/60R17

702mm

Yes

215/65R17

711mm

Yes

225/65R17

724mm

No

215/70R17

733mm

No

235/60R17

714mm

Yes

215/60R17

690mm

Yes
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Christmas Party at Jo’s - Saturday 9th December
Time to catch up for Christmas for a casual BBQ.
Bring: Meat for the BBQ, a
salad or dessert to share,
drinks, a chair just in case I
don't have enough, your
bathers and towel if you
fancy a dip in the pool.
I will have some nibbles, bread and sauces etc.
It’s a relaxing afternoon. The BBQ will be started about 5pm. Those
that have commitments in the day can come late or leave early if you
have something on in the evening.
Be prepared to be annoyed by musical Christmas toys.
Time: From 1pm
Contact: Jo on 0411 151 024

FOR SALE
Spare parts to suit a 2007 Forester (or any other vehicle that uses the
same part):
CV Boot 28323FG030
CV Boot 28423FE010
CV Boot 28023AA011
Fuel Filter 42072AA011
2 x Radiator Hose 45161SA000
Alternator
Asking $150.00. Prefer to sell all together as a job lot.
Contact Tony Richards on Mob: 0414 224 734
or email treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au
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CLUB CALENDAR
October 2017
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Tue 3rd: Committee Meeting
Tue 10th: General Meeting
Sat 14th, Sun 15th Pines Parade &
Wilbinga Wander - Page 5
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Sat 28th Annual Dinner - Castle
Hotel York - Page 6
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January 2018
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Tue 9th: General Meeting
Sun 14th: Annual Beach Run
Fri 26th-Sun 28th Aust Day LWE Rountuit Northcliffe CP

February 20182011
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Tue 6th: Committee Meeting
3 Sat 10th: Night Drive through
Julimar Forest
10 Tue 13th: General Meeting
17 Sun 18th: Fish & Chips, City Beach
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Upcoming trips:
March 3-5 LWE: Yeagarup Hut
Mar 30-Apr 02 Easter: Bremer Bay
June 2-4: 4WD Assoc Gathering at Kalgoorlie
SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
School Holidays: Sept 23 - Oct 8, Nov 27 - Feb 26
Public holidays: December 25 & 26, January 1 & 26, Mar 5
Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club
activities before joining. Please phone the Trip Leader for further
information. Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we
don’t want to wait for someone who does not turn up!
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS
Rudall River Reconnoitre Day 1 August 5 - Stephan
The night before we were due to set off, we received notification from David
Peck that he was too sick to travel. He had had flu most of the week and would
not be ready. He would try to catch us up when he was well enough. So, we set
out from Gingers Roadhouse at 7.50am heading north. We made what has
become an obligatory stop at the Bindoon Bakehaus, one of the best places in
Perth to get gluten free cakes and they make a decent gluten free sandwich.
As a coeliac, this was important to me. In fact, the trip members had agreed to
make all communal meals on the trip gluten free, which was wonderful for me.
There were plenty of emails checking contents and safety of food before we set
off, and we ate really well (and safely) for the entire trip. Thanks guys.
I had trouble with my UltraGauge: I had knocked it from its connection and on
reconnecting it forced my diesel into limp mode at the foot of the Bindoon Hill. I
stopped near the top and managed to reset it, but I had no cruise control and
the check engine light was on. I disconnected the gauge and when I restarted
after stopping at Paynes Find for lunch all the error lights had gone off and
cruise control was back on.
We drove uneventfully to our overnight stop at Kirkalocka station where we set
up tents behind the shearers’ quarters. The facilities are basic there but it was
my turn to cook and I appreciated having a gas kitchen stove in working order.
That night we had chicken
curry. It had been a sunny
day, there was hot water
available and the night sky
was wonderful as we sat
around a fire in a drum barbecue, the wood having
been provided by the station
manager. Jo discovered that
the plastic jerrycan she borrowed from Adrian had a split
down the side and was spilling fuel over her roof. We
emptied that into her tank as
soon as we could and Jo left Adrian’s jerrycan in a bin after buying a replacement in Newman.

Day 2 August 6 - Kirkalocka to Gascoyne River - Stephan
We left Kirkalocka at 8.30 and followed Great Northern Highway to Cue for
morning tea. We discovered there was free wifi from the Visitors’s Centre so
most of us sent messages (especially those without Telstra coverage on our
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phones). We then drove out to Walga Rock to view the rock art there and Keith
and Tony took the opportunity to search for birds to photograph – the first of
many outings they made in search of birdlife in their aim to photograph 100
different species on the trip. The rock art is of considerable cultural importance
and worth the side trip. Along with the indigenous art there is a representation
of a sailing ship with a narrative in Arabic or Farsi script below it. Club member
Dena had previously told me a story that the representation was by an Afghan
cameleer who witnessed the wreck of Gregory’s ship at what is now Port Gregory. On this visit several of us also walked to the top of the rock to take in a
panoramic view of plains of low scrub and a similar rock to the north. We returned to Cue for lunch where the petrol-powered cars
refuelled, then pressed on to Meekatharra for diesel
refuelling and an icecream. The road was busy with
trucks, especially long triple-wagon semi-trailers which
were hard to pass. We tried using UHF channel 40 to
manage passing but not all trucks responded. When
they did, it proved very helpful and we agreed it was
good to have a handheld with channel 40 available to
talk to trucks and pass on communication to the convoy
via the in-car UHF to organise passing. From
Meekatharra we drove to our overnight camp at the
middle branch of the Gascoyne River. This is a favourite overnight spot and there were already lots of vans,
but we found a spot 500m off the road right by the riverbed. We had a small fire, enjoyed beef curry and a chat.
We also received good news. Telstra phones get a signal at the campsite and we learned that Dave Peck had
set out from Perth and would be over-nighting in a Cue at a bed and breakfast
place. He would be with us by the time we were ready to leave Newman.

Day 3 August 7 - Gascoyne River to Kalgan Pool - Stephan
Our cars get wet from the bottom up!
After spending the night at the Middle Gascoyne free camp site we packed up
and left by 8.30am and then made our way to Kumarina roadhouse to refuel. I
bought a coffee, which was one of the worst I have ever bought. Not one to
waste the $5 it cost, I made it drinkable by adding sugar and powdered milk
back at the car. We did however enjoy the chalkboard message board out the
front of the roadhouse: it seemed there had been a truckie who made unwelcome comments to the staff, and he got a written rocket that made us laugh.
Then it was on to Newman where we shopped, topped up fuel and had lunch
on Radio Hill lookout. Before leaving Newman we had each gone to the Tourist
Centre to get the free permits to go in to Kalgan Pool – the 24km road in
crosses BHP land, hence the need for a permit.
We took the road toward Marble Bar and turned off at Geoff’s Camp turnoff (or
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so it was marked on my GPS screen) on to the track in to Kalgan Pool. David
Peck had not joined us at that point as he was still in transit, trying to catch us
up. David had suggested over-nighting at Kalgan Pool and I thought he had
been there before. That assumption proved to be significant.
After a bit of confusion due to multiple tracks leading in, we found the entry to
the main track by going under the rail line via a creek bed. The track was
rough in places but became more challenging when we hit multiple water
crossings. The first crossing had a firm pebble base under 400mm of water.
There were more crossings, some with steep entries and exits. Then the track
simply followed the creek bed. That is, in places, the creek bed – complete
with flowing water – was the track. There were some short sections of creek
bed then we came to a
250 metre section
where the water disappeared around a bend.
I was lead. The water
was crystal clear and
the base was the same
pebbles as the other
crossings, but this one
was long. At this point I
still thought we might
be behind David, and
still thought he had
been there before in a
Subaru. This section
was about 450mm at
its deepest and there was a bit of rocking and rolling through the middle. We
all made it through, bow waves and all. In all there were 7 -8 water crossings
before we completed the 24km track. At the end was the magnificent permanent spring-fed Kalgan Pool. Our camp was a half acre of large river stones –
dry this time – surrounded by trees bent over by floods and decorated to a
height of two metres with recent flood-borne detritus. Three of us went swimming and it was deep and gob-smackingly cold as the water was at the base of
a vertical ironstone cliff and most of it would never see the sun. Having set up
camp Steve made dinner of beef hotpot which we ate then lit the fire before
the night turned got cold. It was an exciting day of off-road driving. As smug as
we felt about getting to Kalgan Pool, the return trip along the creek loomed
large in my mind.
Afternote: when we got home to Perth and recounted this day Ian Johnson
reminded us that our rear diffs had breather vents in them and that when a hot
diff hit cold water it was likely to suck some of the water into the diff! For two of
the vehicles this turned out to be the case and an oil change was in order.
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Day 4 August 8 - Kalgan Pool to Marble Bar - Tony
I was up early as
usual (“early to bed
early to rise”) in time
to see the sun rise
up the red cliff overlooking Kalgan Pool.
It was a impressive
sight.
Departure was at
8.30, in glorious
sunshine, with the
water crossings to
come. We had
managed to come in
through the water yesterday with no drama, so did not expect any problems
going out. There were 7 crossings, which were all navigated safely. The only
“casualty” was Keith’s front number plate which water pressure had managed
to dislodge from his front bumper.
We stopped back
out at the Marble
Bar Road to pump
up tyres. We had
also arranged to
meet Dave there.
Morning tea was
had by all, after
which we headed
off for Marble Bar.
Along the way, we
took any opportunity we could to
get in a bit of birding, including quick photo stops for any raptors spotted by the
side of the road. For the first time however, Keith actually managed to take a
photo (of a Black Kite) through the sun roof, while the vehicle was on the move
(I was driving). It was an interesting exercise, as I wandered all over the road,
speeding up and slowing down, so as to keep directly under the Kite!
We passed by Roy Hill mining village. And as we went we noticed quite a lot of
water around, which shouldn’t have been strange, given the amount of water
we experienced on the way into and out of Kalgan Pool!
We had lunch at Nullagine at the local park, which had a number of old mining
machines positioned around it as a reminder of its goldrush origins in the late
1800s.
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We left Nullagine at about 1.00 heading for Marble Bar and arrived there uneventfully at 2.30. We had a quick look around the town and then booked in at
the caravan park – $44.00 for 2 nights for 2 people. After setting up camp,
Keith and I headed off to Chinaman’s Pool and Marble Bar Pool (local sights)
for a spot of birding. We got some good photos.
Dinner was at the Ironclad Hotel (a short walk from the caravan park) and a
very pleasant evening was had by all. The meals were large and no-one left
hungry! Then back to the caravan park for another early night.

Day 5 August 9 - Marble Bar - Tony
Got a good night’s sleep – wasn’t too cold. As we were staying 2 nights, I
made use of the park laundry facilities to do some washing. Stephan showed off his new shorts, as he hadn’t
brought any with him. He had purchased a pair of long
blue trousers at the Newman Op Shop and then cut the
legs off!
Today we were visiting the old Comet Mine and the secret WW2 airbase at Corunna Downs. From the Marble
Bar Tourist Association Website: Comet Gold Mine is a
museum and tourist stop with displays of rocks, minerals
and local gemstones. It also has what was, at the time,
the highest smoke stack in the southern hemisphere. It
was founded in 1936 by Tommy Star who discovered the
large gold ore body 10kms south of Marble Bar. The
Comet Gold Mine was the first place in WA to have AC
Power also supplying Marble Bar.
The Comet Gold Mine Museum was well worth a visit, with lots of old mining
artefacts and period pieces to take in, as well as rock samples. We were also
given an informative talk by the curator. After morning tea at the museum, we
proceeded on to the airbase, arriving after 12.00.
The airbase has an interesting history. Also
From the Marble Bar Tourist Association Website: Corunna Downs was a secret airfield located in scrub and spinifex country, about 35
kms south west of Marble Bar in “The Pilbara”
area of Western Australia. Today there are very
few reminders of the once busy airfield. One
can see some crumbling foundations and half
filled post holes. 73 OBU operated the Corunna
Downs airfield which comprised two intersecting
bitumen runways. One ran approximately northsouth, 5,000 feet in length while the other ran
approximately east-west, 7,000 feet in length.
Both runways were approximately 150 feet
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wide. A 50 foot wide taxiway linked the northern end of the north-south runway to the western end of the east-west runway. Approximately 20 camouflaged revetments to disperse aircraft to minimise bomb damage were constructed at Corunna Downs. American and Australian Air Force units operated
out of Corunna Downs airfield during WW2. They included 25 Squadron (City
of Perth) RAAF and the 380th Bomb Group of the American 5th Air Force.
They carried out numerous bombing raids on Japanese bases and shipping.
There wasn’t much left to see at the airbase – apart from the runways themselves, just the foundations of a few buildings. We saw a track leading up a
hill, from the top of
which you would
probably get some
good views. It was an
interesting little climb,
but the views were
good.
From the top of the hill,
we went down to the
airstrip and stopped for
lunch. The airstrip was
dirt, but it was in good
condition. It must have
been maintained by the Shire? We lined up all the cars along the edge of the
airstrip for a group photo. And just for a bit of extra fun, we decided to take the
vehicles for a run down the airstrip. Why not?!
We left the airbase and headed back into town. Deb got on the CB to let us
know that she had heard that the temperature in Perth was just 11.2 degrees,
against the 29 degrees we were experiencing in Marble Bar!
We got back to Marble Bar around 2.15. Keith and I stopped of at a watercourse to do some birding. Dave went to Mining Registrar’s office to get a
Miner’s Right for $25.00, as a sort of trip souvenir. The current Miner’s right is
issued for life, but this is apparently going to change to renewable annually. Stephan made a
dinner booking at “Mad Clappin
Harry’s”. The rest went back to
camp. Later on the group was
going to visit Chinaman’s Pool and
Marble Bar Pool, which Keith and I
saw yesterday. Some of us went
for a swim at Marble Bar Pool.
Dinner at Mad Clappin Harry’s
was enjoyed by all.
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Day 6 August 10 - Marble Bar to …. - Deborah
This was a day that didn’t go according to plan in the nicest possible way!!
After a mild night in Marble Bar we were on the move by 8.30am. The first
stop was at the Mining Registry Office (Department of Mines) for Jo and Steve
to purchase a Miners Right for $25. David purchased one the day before as a
memento of Marble Bar and his link with family history. He was advised that
currently a one off purchase of a Miners Right for $25 will be replaced in the
coming year with an annual fee. Interestingly one of the rules of having a Miners Right is you are not allowed to burn spinifex to ‘extend’ your search for
gold or other minerals!
The nearby Mad Clappin’ Harrys where we dined the night before opened
early when they saw our vehicles and did a swift trade in coffee, tea and cake!
We departed Marble Bar about 9.30am with the intended destination of Carawine Gorge via Rippon Hills Road. The pace was set at 90km per hour as fuel
consumption had become important as we ultimately were heading into the
remote Rudall River National Park with the next fuel stop being Jigalong. The
morning tea stop was called as we pulled off the road into Veteran’s (Vet’s)
Retreat about 80km east of Marble Bar on old Meentheena Station. David
called over the 2-way that it was marked on his map and was interested to see
what was there.
Well, first of all we saw three
well-kept flag poles complete
with flags, a collection of
buildings, Nu Bee the Sydney Silky and finally a character called Scruff Smith!!
He told us Vet’s Retreat had
been set up for veterans and
first responders such as
paramedics who have posttraumatic stress disorders
(PTSD), as a place to come
and relax. It seems most
visitors are tourists at the
moment. Scruff was keen to
tell us all that Vet’s Retreat
had to offer including camp grounds by the river with composting toilets, wellappointed camp kitchen, dongas with ensuites and all the attractions to visit
around the retreat.
With morning tea on our minds we headed the 2km to Paperbarks, a camp
ground on the Nullagine River. What a beautiful haven this was with paper
bark trees lining the river, leaning over to form a cooling canopy.
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Tony and Keith headed up
the river in search of the
waterfalls and birds with the
remainder of us exploring
the river banks – and then I
found the canoes!! David
helped me clear the leaf
litter out of one of the canoes and assisted with a
launch into the river. Paddling up and down this
stretch of the Nullagine
River was the most relaxing
thing I had done in sometime.
On our arrival Scruff had mentioned a rock pool on the property that had considerable amounts of Aboriginal rock art around it so it was decided to visit this
spot and have lunch there. Well, it seems the instructions to get there were not
delivered in an easily interpreted fashion!! Actually they were interpreted differently by everyone!! We drove along a rough track with steep creek crossings
at times. After a time and much discussion about where we should have
turned off Stephan decided to go on ahead on a reconnaissance mission while
we parked up and had lunch. His efforts did not yield any results and Scruff
informed us later this track continues on to meet up with Skull Springs Road
that takes you to Nullagine.
After lunch we all began the journey back to the retreat. Due to Oscar’s length
at one creek crossing David dug out some of the track and Stephan rolled out
some rubber tracks. Jo and Oscar were happy with that and made a perfect
crossing with no scrapes or bumps!
A little further on it was thought we had reached the spot to commence the
500m walk to the pool and rock art but a walk in both directions failed to find
anything. As not much of the afternoon was left to continue on to the intended
destination of Carawine Gorge, on the drive back to the retreat a decision was
made to stay overnight. Being such a lovely location this was an easy decision. Jo and Deborah decided to splash out $30 for a donga with an ensuite
while the menfolk camped at Paperbarks. As it turned out the ensuites were
shared with lizards and frogs but hey, you get that in the Pilbara!!
Fay and Graham, along with Scruff were our very friendly and generous camp
hosts and lit a fire in the pit. David cooked a very nice sausage hot pot in the
great camp kitchen which was enjoyed around the fire. Here clarification was
sought from Scruff about the location of the pool and Aboriginal rock art and it
was decided to have another attempt to reach it in the morning before we left!
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REAR DIFFERENTIAL - OIL or WATER?
If water gets into the rear differential, the oil or grease function
will compromised! It has happened on several past trips back
to the mid-80s, 90s and for two
cars on the recent Rudall River
trip. The rear differential has a
breather cap on top of the aluminium cover through which water can be drawn when fording
water, especially if long or extended, because hot air inside
the main housing contracts when
cooled suddenly.
To check, remove the top ‘fill’ plug = ½” square drive. If the oil does not
run out stick a finger in the hole to the oil. If it is cloudy, going whitish, or
is creamy, change it. If you are not sure; change it or ask your mechanic.
A preventative modification is to fit a
breather extension via a length of
tube run high up inside the car body
via a grommet in the floor. The cap
is difficult to get at so take a good
look before starting. There is very
little space around/above the
breather cap so you will have to remove or ‘shift’ some mounting components. Work safely. There are
differences in models. You will
need a hoist and mechanical knowledge; or use your friendly mechanic. Refer website for photos
and suggestions. Thanks to Jim Wilcox for advice and assistance.
Refer website: Knowledge > Mechanical, Modifications… >Differential rear. Water in it.

Ian Johnson.
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