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2016/2017 COMMITTEE 
 

PRESIDENT: Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558 
 president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SECRETARY: Joy Unno   0429 473 709                             
 secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

TREASURER: Tony Richards 9386 7705 

 treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SOCIAL ORGANISER: Joanne Norton  0411 151 024 
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR: Travis Maskey 0422 815 737 

 trips@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

EDITOR: Keith Wilcox 0413 266 245 

 editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Katie Maskey 0408 937 924 

 Stephan Millett 0405 221 845 

 David Peck 0402 177 886 

 Alex Tayler 0439 929 373  

 Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969 

 comm@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

MERCHANDISE: Tony Richards 9386 7705 

WEB MASTERS: Rob Griffiths 0411 249 933  

 Jim Wilcox   0419 040 969  

 webmaster@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

4WD ASSOC DELEGATE: David Peck/ 0402 177 886  

 Stephan Millett 0405 221 845 

M’SHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Alex Tayler 0439 929 373  

 membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

PROPERTY OFFICER: Keith Wilcox/Jim Wilcox 

ENVIRONMENT OFFICER: Joy Unno 0429 473 709  

 environment@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
 

Club Member of the Year 2016 - 2017:   David Peck 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 

Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw, Ron Caunce and Jim Wilcox 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

July has washed away with some much needed rains. At the GM, Scott 
M from Red-Arc products putting on a great presentation explaining their 
gear and how it all works. 

The committee have been on the hunt for a new outdoor shirt and we 
have now locked one in. Members got to try and sample at the July 
meeting and we will bring them along again for this August meeting. 
Come along and try if for yourself and put your name on the next order.  

The camp out saw a few numbers drop from poor weather reports but 
those attended we’re well fed, and kept warm by praying to the new club 
faith, the Gazebo Heat God.  

For this August meeting, please bring along your favourite little essen-
tials camping or 4WD bit of gear for a bit of show and tell (or come and 
look at everyone else’s). 

July saw the appointment of a new Life Member, being that of Jim Wil-
cox who has always put in a lot of effort and support for members for 
twice as long as I’ve been in the club. Congratulations and well de-
served Jim. Keith Wilcox put forward the nomination and it was ap-
proved by all in attendance. 

Safe travels and see you at the next GM. Adrian Longwood, The Pres. 

Put this date in you diary 
 

Annual Dinner - Saturday 28 October 
 

Join us for a night of catching up with members laughing at those that 
receive silly awards and congratulating those that receive the annual 
awards. 

Location: Castle Hotel, York 

Time: 6pm for pre dinner drinks and 6.30pm for the meal a 3 course 
set menu for $35 (see website for dinner menu). 

Full cooked buffet breakfast available for $20 Sunday. 

Accommodation available (see website for accommodation options). 
 

Contact: Joanne Norton 0411 151 024  
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TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 

Hi All 

We are running the no longer annual fishing trip on the 19th to the 20th 
this month. These are usually fun, very relaxed overnight trips. In the 
past, we have had prizes given out. I got one for the first to throw up. 
Still got the little boat. This year it’s in Dunsborough. We’ll be staying at 
the caravan park down there ($20 a night). The trip is up on the web-
site. So far it is just Adrian and I going, and if the numbers don’t in-
crease exponentially, we will have to cancel. Yes, it will be cold. Yes, 
there may be loads of rain, but I can Guarantee that you will have a 
good time………………….and possibly catch a fish or two. 
  

For those who attend meetings and read the magazine attentively, you 
will know that we have tried to give away some Getaway Outdoors gift 
vouchers, without success. The committee has decided to run the 
same kind of thing to see who reads the magazine and who does not. If 
you do find something, follow the instructions, and you may claim the 
grand prize of a $20 gift voucher. They will be in random places, and 
ask different questions, or get you to do different things. So look out for 
them in future magazines……………………..or this one! 
 

Once again, if you need any gear to get out on any trip, please let 
Adrian, or me (Trav) know and we’ll do our best lend you what you 
need. 
 

See you all out there.  
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Resurrected Annual Fishing Challenge 

19-20 August 
Head down to Dunsborough for a weekend of shore and boat fishing for 
the Subaru 4WD Club Fishing Challenge. 
 

Dunsborough will be 
the host of our next 
fishing challenge, 
based at the Lakes Re-
sort Caravan Park, we 
will take a boat our for 
fishing in the bay and 
sit by the water’s edge 
in the arvo when the 
sun sets and drop a 
line in. 
 

Come along and join in 
the fun, whether you're 
a novice or pro taking 
time away from your 
tournaments to come, it's the weekend for you! 
 

If you have a boat, we often take turns going out in it so all members 
can get out on the water that want to, if you don't have a boat then you 
will have a chance to go on someone else's. 
 

Don't stress if you haven’t much gear as others will lend a little and 
Getaway Outdoors Bentley offer Club Members a discount. 
 

Contact: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558 

AIRBAG RECALL 

You might have been notified but some of you might be unaware of this 
recent recall affecting many cars including Subaru’s, click on this link. 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/news/takata-airbag-recalls-affecting-
australian-consumers 
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Lancelin Winter Wonderland - Saturday August 26 
 

Ever wondered what the sand dunes are like in Winter? Would you like 
to get some sand driving experience and training in and safe and en-
couraging learning environment? Put your names down and come 
along to a popular club destination. 
 

The Lancelin Sand 
dunes are often ex-
plored in summer 
and used for a vari-
ety of leisure activi-
ties, this winter the 
club will be off road 
driving through the 
dunes to compare 
the different experi-
ence we usually get 
when run in novem-
ber amidst the hot 
and windy condi-
tions. 
 

We split into groups depending on experience and start off easy, pro-
gressing to something more challenging. It is a fun day in a safe area 
with experienced members who will give you advice on all facets of 
driving on sand including tyre pressures, choosing the right gear ratios 
and how to get out after getting stuck in the sand. 
 

This is suitable for all model 4WD Subarus (except unlifted Libertys or 
Imprezas). Outbacks have had a few front clearance problems in the 
past, so if these owners have any concerns please contact the trip 
leader. Also it pays to remove the plastic splash tray under the engine 
if it has not already been replaced with a sump guard. 
 

Meet Location: Drovers Markets Car Park (cnr Wannerroo Rd / 
Joondlaup Drv) 
 

Meet Time: 8.30am 
 

Contact: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558 
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Israelite Bay - Balladonia Sat 14 - Sun 22 October 
 

NOTE: Trip full - please contact leader to go on waiting list - you never 
know! 

Time to practice or learn more about your car, camping, cooking and 
many bush skills with experienced members. The area is steeped in 
history and we will visit many pioneer localities and settlers huts that 
have been lovingly restored. Drive through a surprisingly wide range of 
habitats, terrain, scenery and camping off well-travelled tracks. If inter-
ested, even slightly, please get back to us ASAP for a comprehensive 
handout. New members especially welcome. Join as a passenger with 
a member. 
 

Let’s go Camping in the Bush! 
 

Contact: - echidnawrx@westnet.com.au or trips@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

Mundaring Powerlines Clean-up 

Sunday 2 September 
 
Join the WA 4WD Association, Track Care and Parks and Wildlife in an 
organised cleanup of the Powerline Track at Mundaring. 

 
All those attending must sign Parks and Wildlife’s volunteer insurance 
form prior to work commencing (Contact David or Adrian for more info). 
 
Arrival: 8.30am to 8.45am   

 

Duration: 9:00am  to 1.00pm 

 
Meeting Location: Corner of Flynn Road and Nganguring Road 

GPS 31°53’31.4”S   116°19’30.9”E 

 
Contact: David Peck 0402 177 886 or Adrian 0424 723 558 
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Murray River Fireline - Sunday September 10 
 

Explore the Lane Poole Conservation Reserve from Dwellingup south 
along the Murray River Fireline through to Lake Brockman. 
 

This is a day trip 
south from Dwel-
lingup along the 
Murray River 
Fireline in the 
Lane Poole Con-
servation Re-
serve, through to 
Hoffmans Mill 
campground and 
Lake Brockman, 
before heading 
out to the South 
Western High-
way and home. 

Murray River Photo credit: Walk GPS 

There is plenty of interesting country to see on the way and lots of 
fresh air to take in! 

We will be using established forest tracks and, provided the weather is 
reasonable and there is not a lot of water around, I expect the driving 
will be easy.  The trip is therefore suitable for drivers of all skill levels. 
 

Meet at:  McDonald's Armadale Car park, 69 Jull Street, Armadale. 
Take the Armadale Road exit off the Kwinana Freeway and then take 
the last turn right (Church Avenue) before South Western Highway and 
then first left at Jull Street. 
 

Time:  8.15 for an 8.30 departure 
 

Bring:  A full tank of petrol, some water and lunch 
 

Contact:  Tony Richards 0414 224 734 
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Barrabup Sanctuary Sat 23 - Mon 25 September 
 

It is some time since we visited the Barrabup Sanctuary near Nannup. 
The LWE in September is an ideal time to visit the area for flora and 
fauna. 

Plus the Blackwood River Classic 250 dinghy race is on this weekend 
as well. The Sanctuary is 32 Hectares of mainly Jarrah, Marri, Black-
butt, Banksia and Rivergum with frontage at the beautiful Blackwood 
River. 

We will be staying at a campsite right by the river which has toilets, 
showers and a large covered area for congregating. There is no 
power so bring everything for as you would for a bush camp. A trip on 
Sunday will be made to Workers Pool and Barrabup Pool where you 
can walk, swim if warm enough or launch a canoe or kayak if you 
have one. 
 

Cost: to be confirmed but around $15-$20 per person per night. 
 

Bring: tent, camper trailer or small caravan, gas cooking gear. 
 

Trip leader: Keith Wilcox 0413 266 245 
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CLUB CALENDAR 

September 2017011 

S M T W T F S Sun 2nd Mundaring Powerline 
Clean-up - Page 7  

Tue 5th: Committee Meeting 

Sun 10th Murray River Fireline 

- Page 9  

Tue 12th: General Meeting 

Sat 23rd-Mon 25th: Barrabup 
Sanctuary near Nannup - Page 10 

    4 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 2017 

S M T W T F S Tue 3rd: Committee Meeting 

Tue 10th:  General Meeting 

Sat 14th-Sun 15th Pines parade & 

Wilbinga sleepover - Page 14  

Sat 14th-Sun 22nd: Israelite Bay & 
Balladonia - Page 7  

Sat 28th Annual Dinner - Castle 
Hotel York - Page 3 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2017 

S M T W T F S Tue 1st: Committee Meeting 

Sat 5th-Sun 27th: Rudall River 

Tue 8th: General Meeting 

Sat 12th-Sun 27th: Lorna Glen 

Sat 19th-Sun 20th: Fishing 
Challenge - Page 5 

Sat 26th: Lancelin Sand Dunes 
Winter Wonderland - Page 6  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

School Holidays: Sept 23 - Oct 8, Nov 27 - Feb 26 

Public holidays: September 25, December 25 & 26, January 1 & 26 

Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club 
activities before joining.  Please phone the Trip Leader for further 
information. Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we 
don’t want to wait for someone who does not turn up! 

Upcoming trips: 
 

January 26 -28: Aust Day LWE - Rountuit Northcliffe CP 

March 3-5 LWE: Yeagarup Hut  

Mar 30-Apr 02 Easter: Bremer Bay  

November 2017 

S M T W T F S Tue 7th: Committee Meeting 

Fri 10th-Sun 12th: 4WD Show 
Volunteers needed to run our stand 

Tue 14th: General Meeting 

Sun 19th: Lancelin Sand Dunes 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

December 2017011 

S M T W T F S Tue 5th: Committee Meeting 

Sat 9th: Christmas Party 

Tue 12th: General Meeting - Bring 
a Christmas plate 

 

31    4 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Pines Parade & Wilbinga Sleepover - 14-15 October 
 
Spend Saturday arvo traversing Gnangara & Pinjar Pine Plantations, 
then go home or continue on to camp overnight at Wilbinga and sand 
drive on Sunday. 
 

Joy will lead the group for an informative tour of remains of the Gnan-
gara and Pinjar wetlands commencing in the afternoon. 
 

Once reaching the northern limits on Wanneroo Rd attendees have the 
choice to return home or continue on across the road in to Wilbinga 
where we will camp the night and explore some sandy tracks the next 
day. Weather permitting fishing, swimming and kayaking is envisaged. 
 

Continuing on to Wilbinga overnight, we will need camping gear to be 
self-sufficient for the one night, as there are no facilities.  

Bring: Tent, bed, chair, stove, lights, sand pegs, etc. Also bring enough 
food for dinner, breakfast and lunch, as well as nibbles and drinking 
water. 
 

Exploring Wilbinga on the Sunday along the beach and dunes before 
returning home in the arvo. 
 

Meet Point: End of Sydney Rd 
 

Meet Time: 1pm 
 

Completion Time: 4pm (if returning home) 
 

What to bring: 

UHF Radio (Club Channel 16), air gauge/deflator, air compressor, 
shovel and basic recovery gear. Self sufficient camping and cooking 
gear for one night (camp fires may not be allowed) 
 

Trip leader (Pines):  Joy Unno 0429 473 709                     
 

Trip leader (Wilbinga):  Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558 
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS 

WA 4WD Assoc Gathering, Chapman Valley Showgrounds, 
Geraldton Sun 04-06-17 by Joy Unno - Part 2. 

After thanking Coral's friend for 
the fascinating tour, the convoy 
drove to the West End foreshore 
and had a leisurely morning tea 
before heading back to do a tour 
of the Fishing Boat Wharf. Then 
it was back onto the beach for a 
sand drive to the point. Ross & 
Coral were amazed to see how 
much water had wash up to the 
height tide mark from the heavy 
swells which were pounding the 
beach as we drove past. Ross 
was concerned the sand would 
be boggy but all vehicles trav-
ersed the damp beach sand 
without problems. 

Next stop was the Geraldton 
Lighthouse at Point Moore, the 
oldest working Commonwealth 
lighthouse, having been commissioned in 1878. Another interesting fea-
ture of the area was the artificial sea eagle nests atop high pylons dotted 
along the coast that we saw as we drove to Greenough River Mouth. Af-
ter a toilet stop at the lookout, Ross did a recce of the river mouth sand 
bar in the light of the high tidal pools in the sand that we saw earlier. He 
reported that it was a little sloppy but should be OK so we all ventured 
across to a rocky point where we watched the spectacular surf. I got a 
fright (much to Ross's amusement) when I was standing on the rocks 
and an incoming wave produced a huge whooshing sound underneath 
the rocks. It was a partial blowhole. Water did not come up but air was 
forced out when the waves came in. Then we had to negotiate the trip 
back across the sand bar where waves were now washing across it. I still 
had highway pressures in my tyres and was concerned that I would em-
barrass the Subaru Club if my XV got bogged in its first offroad adven-
ture. So, I gave it some stick and motored across the bar, raising a bit of 
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spray, and reached the other side, no worries. For a non-4WD trip how-
ever, my car got wet and sandy. 

Leaving the coast, we visited the Greenough Pioneer Cemetery and 
wondered about the two graves with the same name and nearly the 
same age.   Lunch stop was at the historical Greenough Hamlet amongst 
the shady gum trees. Then we drove inland to Walkaway, a railway sta-
tion established in 1887 and visited the Walkaway Railway Museum - 
definitely a must for locomotive enthusiasts. By this time, it was afternoon 
and we drove back to Chapman Valley with a stop at the lookout off 
Chapman Valley Road for a spectacular, almost 360° view of the land-
scape.   We all thanked Ross & Coral for their enlightening and some-
times exciting tour and headed back to camp. When we drove past the 
Lavender Farm I dropped in to take a look while the rest of the group 
continued on. There was a very nice-looking cafe with a marvellous view 
of the ranges and a rum distillery where I purchased some small sample 
bottles of coffee and mint liqueur.    

After dinner, we had the Quiz Night in the dining hall and the Subarooers 

teamed up with the Southsiders to form a table of 8. Although we started 

off badly (3 out of 10), we picked up the pace and ended the night being 

equal fourth place. Melanie won a spot prize consisting of a set of rubber 

floor mats for knowing Nikolai Tesla's first name. It was a fun night with 

much merriment. Thanks to the 4WD Association and the Geraldton 

4WD Club for a very entertaining day. 
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Great Jaurdi Gilgies (June 10 to 18) 
 

Day 1  Saturday June 10 - Tom Minto 
 

This 9 day trip provided a great opportunity to travel through the beauti-
ful Western Woodlands, learn from the extensive knowledge of Ian and 
Nina and generally have a great time in congenial company. 

Seven participants in 5 vehicles assembled at the Midvale meeting point 
before heading  Eastward. There were some vague suggestions over 
the 2 way about composing a poem or perhaps a song about 5 White 
Foresters. This never happened either then or later despite some half 
hearted efforts after the traditional drinks and nibbles each night.  

In addition to the multiple white Foresters we had 2 Keiths. Keith L. had 
radio problems which persisted throughout the trip but did provide an 
opportunity for aerial dismantling and modification later in the trip.  

We made the traditional stop at Baker’s Hill for pies and pastries then 
pushed on to Southern Cross where all filled their tanks plus jerry cans. 

After several turns 
off the Highway, 
we eventually 
picked up the 
track into Jaurdi 
Station via Ryan’s 
Find Road. Ian 
and Nina found a 
splendid campsite 
amongst E. Sulu-
bru ??  where we 
stopped for the 
night. We had cov-
ered 490 km from 
the meeting point.        

Ian grinding coffee beans at the first nights stop 
 

Day 2 Sunday June 11 - Tom Minto 

After a cool night we woke and settled into the routines that developed 
through the camp. Keith L. always woke up before anyone else and 
coaxed the previous night’s fire back into life. The rest of us certainly 
had no reason to stop him. 
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We dropped our 
tyre pressures and 
continued on to-
wards Jaurdi. The 
landscape continu-
ally varied with sec-
tions of sandplain, 
low shrubs and salt 
lakes interspersed 
with salmon gum 
populations.  

Eventually we 
reached Jaurdi 
where we stopped 
for morning tea.                  The ‘5 White Foresters’ at Jaurdi Station 

The station site was rather exposed to the wind. We agreed our previ-
ous night campsite was far 
more appealing.  

Keith W. did his usual 
search for birds to photo-
graph. A twenty eight parrot 
saved him the effort by pos-
ing conveniently on a drip-
ping water tap. 

We stopped at Johny’s dam 
where Keith L located a very 
substantial, but empty gilgie 
trap. Later, at the lunch 

stop, Ian pointed out a brutally spiked Hakea known colloquially as 
“stand back”. 

We camped amongst the Hunt Ranges in another beautiful spot. Ian 
and Nina consciously sought to find each campsite with different domi-
nant vegetation. This stop became known as “Salmon Gums Camp”.  

A great feature of this trip was multiple 2 day stops. This reduced the 
amount of unpacking and packing whilst also providing the chance to 
explore and enjoy each campsite in a more leisurely way. 
 

Tuesday 13 June - Keith Wilcox 

After a cold night about 4 deg we packed up slowly and left at 9.00am. 
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Just 1km north of the campsite we stopped at a DRF (Declared Rare 
Flora) sign where Nina was thrilled to find the rare Erimophila ‘Caerulea 
Sub species Merrillii’ with a few small purple flowers just starting to 
bloom. Further up the track heading north we stopped for morning tea 
amongst the Blackbutt trees. As usual I wandered about looking for 
birds and got a close-up picture of a Jacky Winter a robin type bird. 

Ian was looking 
for an old stone 
hut he had re-
searched but had 
not found on last 
year’s Jaurdi trip. 
He found a track 
leading north from 
our morning tea 
stop and was re-
warded in finding 
the hut. A 44 gal 
drum was painted 
with the name of 
R. Dimer the sup-

posed builder. Ian also said there were supposed to be two wells in the 
area. After looking 
around for some time 
they were found in 
amongst a heavily 
overgrown area which 
had sprung up signifi-
cantly since they were 
photographed in an ar-
ticle in Western 4 
Wheel Driver 20 years 
ago. The two were 
close together, one 
presumably the first 
was about a metre 
across, the other about 
3 metres across but both were dry. Lunch was called for here and on 
my wanderings I found a solitary ‘bush banana’ in the undergrowth and 
a pair of Pipits on the nearby flat rock. 
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Back to the morning tea stop we 
carried on west later south then at 
a T junction east in a circular di-
rection until camp was called just 
a kilometre away from the morn-
ing tea stop. Luckily it was close 
as Ian discovered he had left his 
spade at the tea stop and was 
able to retrieve it quickly. Dinner 
tonight cooked by Nina was Ta-
male pie and a self sponging fruit 
pudding eaten under a million star outdoor restaurant.   The Bush banana 
 

SELF SPONGING FRUIT PUDDING RECIPE 

1 large tin of fruit (any sort will do) 

1 tablespoon custard powder (more or less) 

Sponge mixture. 

1 egg 

1 tablespoon sugar 

1 cup self-raising flour 

Milk  
 

Empty the fruit and most of the juice/syrup into a saucepan and heat to near 
boiling. Combine the custard powder with the remaining juice/syrup and add to 
the heated fruit, stirring until slightly thickened and well mixed. 
 

Mix the egg and sugar together and then combine with the flour. Slowly add 
enough milk to form a thick batter consistency which will run from the bowl 
when followed with a spoon.  

Pour the heated fruit into a oven proof dish, cake tin or heavy saucepan 
(without a burnable handle). Spread the sponge mixture evenly over the fruit, 
which looks as though there is not enough. Gently spread it as far as possible 
without revealing the fruit below. It will expand dramatically! Place the dish into 
the pre-heated camp oven, put on lid, and bake for 20-30 minutes until the 
sponge is cooked through.  
 

Serve with custard and/or cream; and for added show top with icing sugar. 

From Viv Moon- Overlander Magazine. Ian Johnson  
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Wednesday 14 June - Leanne Ensly 
 

Rest day in amongst the blackbutt trees. No driving today just an array 
of activities. Started with sleeping, a perfect overcast morning for this 
activity. 
 

Nina and Ian went 
off for a nature ram-
ble and discov-
ered a dried up me-
lalluka clay pan. 
 

Keith W went bird-
ing, no surprise 
there. The rest of us 
tuned into channel 
Keith L and his fire 
starting skills, us-
ing only some string 
and a knife, fantas-
tic entertainment 
and informative. 
 

Damper making and tasting thanks to Ian. More nature rambling by eve-
ryone in the hope of working off the damper snack before a beautiful 
meal of burritos prepared by Jenny followed by Nina's dessert. 
 

Promises of not eating as much tomorrow we rolled off to our tents to 
enjoy the silence off the night. 

PHOTO COMPETITION 
 

Send in your best photo from a recent trip and be in the running for 
a $20 gift voucher. 

The winners photograph will be posted in the next magazine. 
 

Send your entries to Adrian president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
before August 31. 
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Adrian’s powerpoint presentation. Part 3. 
 

AC/DC Battery Chargers 
 

240V AC Mains Chargers: 

• Used for portable battery packs only 

• Charge battery before leaving home or when campied at power sites 

• Typical charging current inputs of 2-8Amps (up to 20A for large      
chargers) 

12V Charging via Isolator: 

• Using Large cables runs a supply from the alternator 

• Capable of charging 10-50amps 

• Actual current is not controlled or regulated. 

• Voltage input regulated by the alternator (~13.7-14.2V) 

12V Charging via Cig Plug: 

• Convenient plug n play 

• Low current of typically 2-5Amps (max rated10Amp but this isn’t 
achievable) 

• Undersized wiring supplied by manufacturers makes it difficult to get 
any substantial current 

12V Charging via Basic Charging Kit  (those available with portable 
power packs): 

• Using Large cables runs a supply from the alternator 

• Capable of charging 10-50amps 

• Actual current is regulated (but not optimized). 

• Voltage input regulated by the alternator (~13.7-14.2V) 

12V Charging via DC-DC Chargers (RED-ARC / C-Tek): 

• Using medium cables runs a supply from the alternator 

• Capable or charging 20-25amps 

• Actual current is regulated and optimized (including for different bat-
tery types and temperature and level of charge). 

• Voltage  stepped up from the alternator (~14.4V) 
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