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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Fellow members,
I have just returned from the Annual Dinner at the Freemason’s Hotel in
Toodyay. My thanks to Jo Norton for organising another excellent social event enjoyed by all.
My congratulations also to
David Peck on winning Club
Member of the Year. Not
only was this his second win
in a row, he has now also
broken the Club record for
most times won – four! Very
well done, Dave. I can’t
think of a member more
worthy of this honour.
The November Club Meeting will be followed by our 37th AGM. I have
enjoyed my 2 years as President and I would like to thank the Committee for all their efforts and hard work during the year. Running a Club is
very much a team effort and I was honoured to have served with a
great team. I would particularly like to thank Dave Peck for the amount
of time and effort he put into the Club as Trip Co-ordinator these last
two years.
I would also like to thank all Club members, Subaru Australia and all
Subaru dealerships for their support of the Club during the year.
At the AGM, all Committee positions become vacant, so please think
hard about putting your hand up to join the Committee. As both David
Peck (Trips Co-ordinator) and I have served in our positions for 2
years, we are not eligible for re-election to those positions and other
members will need to take on those roles. All other Committee members are eligible to be re-elected to their current position.
Please think hard about joining the Committee. Managing the Club is
rewarding and we are always looking for new faces on the Committee.
Finally, a reminder that, as the Club year ended on 30 September, your
membership needs to be renewed. Only financial members can vote at
the AGM.
Next year is looking good, with trips already planned through to Easter
and more to come. Stay tuned!
Tony Richards
Page 3

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS

TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
The planned trip to Israelite Bay did not go ached partly because of the
weather so Keith, Stephan (towing a neat TVan camper trailer) and I
headed north for warmer weather and boy did we get it! We went to the
Murchison region and spent one night at Gabyon station and Kirkalocka
station and three nights at Wooleen station.
This got us thinking that there are a number of station stays in the Murchison and Gascoyne and a station crawl might be a good excuse for a
future trip. DPaW also have a number of ex-stations including Lochada
and Warriedar that the club has visited, so there may be another trip.
This will be my last trip coordinators report as I will have served my two
year term and it will be someone else’s turn next month, and I would
encourage anyone to give it a go. I initially took the role on as a chance
to get to know some of the places that I had heard more experienced
club members talking about and it has been a great experience.
Thanks for all the help and ideas you have given me and keep the ideas
coming in as it is your club and we want to run trips to the places that
you want to go to. If you have any places you would like to see just ask
one of the committee and they will find someone to lead it. However
anyone can lead a trip, it’s not too hard to do and there are always more
experienced members willing to help out. Give it a go!
Cheers David

NOTICE OF MEETING
NOTICE is hereby given that the 37th Annual General Meeting of The Subaru 4WD Club of Western Australia Inc. will
be held at 8.30pm (at the conclusion of the November General Meeting) on Tuesday 8 November 2015, at Rotary Hall,
55 Sandgate Street, South Perth.
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
LANCELIN SAND DUNES
SUNDAY 20th NOVEMBER
The Subaru 4WD Club would like to invite all XV, Forester and Outback owners to our Annual Lancelin Dunes Trip.
This is a fun, safe day out to see what
you and your car can do, in a controlled
environment, with very
experienced 4WD enthusiasts.
We’ll demonstrate techniques to drive
on soft sand and over dunes. Show how
tyre pressure can affect your car’s performance in sand, and if the opportunity arises, how to safely recover a
bogged
vehicle. We split into groups depending on experience and start off
easy, progressing to something more challenging. Due to the way we
run this trip, numbers will be limited.
This is a trip for all members in all model 4WD Subarus (except unlifted
Libertys or Imprezas). Outbacks have had a few front clearance problems in the past, so if these owners have any concerns please contact
the trip leader. Also it pays to remove the plastic splash tray under the
engine if it has not already been replaced with a sump guard. Prospective, new and existing members are all invited to learn the capabilities of
their vehicle and their driving ability.
For more information or to put your name down for the trip see website

Perth 4WD and Adventure Show Fri 11th - Sun 13th November
There is currently 1 space on the shifts below. Ring Tony on 9386 7705
·

Shift 2 Friday 1.30 to 6.00;

·

Shift 3 Saturday 9.00 to 1.30.
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Christmas Cheer - Saturday 3rd December
Join your fellow club members for a relaxing
afternoon/evening catching up before Christmas
at Jo’s grotto.
Bring: Meat for the BBQ, a salad or dessert to
share, drinks, a chair just in case I don't have
enough, your bathers and towel if you fancy a
dip in the pool.
I will have some nibbles, bread and sauces etc.
Its a relaxing afternoon. The BBQ will be started about 5pm. Those
that have commitments in the day can come late or leave early if you
have something on in the evening.
Be prepared to be annoyed by musical Christmas toys.
Time: From 2pm
Contact: Jo on 0411 151 024
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Soft Sandy Summer Beach Run - Sunday January 8
The ever popular summer beach run is back! The trip is planned for the
beaches between Whitehills and Myalup, including Preston Beach.
We will decide closer to the day as to whether we go North or South. This
is always an excellent day to experience beach driving and suitable for
everyone. If you have just joined the Club please come along. Weather
permitting you will get a chance to have a swim at the lunch break.
Trip is suitable for all experiences and guests are welcome. Please get
your names down as this trip often fills fast.
The beach is generally pretty easy going; however it gets soft in patches
and narrow along some sections.
We often find a nice spot for lunch so we can relax, swim, kayak or fish
for a while before continuing on.
Meeting spot: Edge of Masters Car Park at Safety Bay Rd exit,
Meeting time: 8.30am (8.45 Briefing and Departure)
What to bring: usual picnic lunch and plenty of drinking water, chair and
table, sun protection gear, bathers, camera, UHF radio*, tyre gauge and
deflator*, air compressor* (not needed if you are a visitor or first timer).
* If you don't have these items a UHF can be hired from the club and
other members will assist with the deflation and inflation of tyres.
Suggested items:
Shovel, plastic chopping board, self-recovery tracks, snatch recovery
gear, first aid kit, fishing rod, kayak, Frisbee.
Difficulty: suitable for all drivers, but most vehicles, Imprezas and Liberty's aren’t suitable for this trip.
Finish time: Depends on how much fun we are having, what the weather
is like and what you feel like. I would like to be around the Mandurah
area by 3pm.
If you need to leave early that’s OK too.
Contact: Adrian 0424 723 558
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Esperance Trip - 28 January to 3 February 2017
Whitest beach, fish leather, a tank, skylab, pink lakes and, ah, stone
henge..........
Esperance, on the south coast, is a picturesque town that has had a
couple quirky events in it's past. From a freak storm, that caught a
French research vessel off guard, to an American space station falling
on it, but for the most part that's not what we're heading down there for.

Lucky Bay, Cape Le Grand. Photo credit: Tourism West Australia

The National parks down there are
hidden gems. Cape Le Grand national park has the whitest beaches
in Australia. The view from the top
of Frenchman’s Peak is magical.
Pink Lake is just out of town. The
colour changes with the temperature, and is never the same.

Pink Lake. Photo credit: aussieheliadventure
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Day 1. It is a big day to travel down there we should get into Esperance around 4ish.
Day 2. A relaxing look around Esperance see the Pink Lake and perhaps the magnificent beach at Twilight Cove.
Day 3. A full day visiting Cape Arid NP, Duke of Orleans and Cape Le
Grand NP.
Day 4. Option of a half day Woody Island cruise and/or more sightseeing around the town including the Mermaid fish leather factory or the
Museum which includes pieces of Skylab.

Stonehenge. Photo credit: WeekendNotes

Staying: Bathers Beach caravan park
Difficulty: Depends on the beaches really, will need to lower the tyre
pressure a bit, but it should be straight forward.
Scratchometer: Practically nil. To and from are on bitumen and the
gravel roads are supposed to be good.
Fuel: As we're heading to the bottom corner of the state fuel is a little
on the expensive side.
Previous experience is not necessary, and would be good for a new
member. Book and see more information on the website.
Any questions? Email travismaskey@gmail.com or call 0422815737
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TRIP PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION
Cliff Head North - February 18/19
Cliff Head North is a free camp within the Shire of Irwin. It is situated on
Indian Ocean Drive, approximately 6.5kms south of the junction with the
Brand Hwy.
Other than for a toilet, there is not much else at the site in the way
of facilities; after all, it is a free camp! Sorry, no open fires as there will
be a summer fire ban in force.
No activities are planned at this stage. Assuming the weather is good,
you can go for a swim, do some fishing (which is supposed to be quite
good) or simply relax on the beach. Or you could explore the coast by
car. Sounds good to me.
Trip Leader: Tony Richards 9386 7705

Memberships Renewal
Hi everyone it’s that time again for memberships renewals. The renewal form can be found under the links page. Just print and fill in the
form and send in the form to P.O. BOX 434 SOUTH PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 6951.
The membership fees can be paid by cash or cheque or direct credited
to the Club’s bank account with Westpac – BSB 036-078 and account
number 28-9726. If you pay by EFT just put your “name” and “renewal”
so the treasurer and myself knows who paid.
Regards Alex
Memberships coordinator
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CLUB CALENDAR
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Sun 8th: Soft Sandy Summer
Beach Run Page 7
Tue 10th: General Meeting
Sat 28th - Fri 3rd Feb: Esperance
Trip Pages 8 & 9
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February 2017
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Sat 4th - Mon 6th: ‘The Project’
Margaret River see website
4
Tue 7th: Committee Meeting
11 Tue 14th: General Meeting
18 Sat 18th: Bullsbrook Aviation
Museum
25
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Upcoming trips see website:
April 14 to 17 - Murchison house Easter escape
April 17 to 25 - Anzac long way home via Shark Bay & Karijini
August - Lorna Glen again?
SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
School Holidays: Sep 24 - Oct 9, Dec 16 - Jan 31, Apr 8 - Apr 23
Public holidays: Dec 26 & 27, Jan 2 & 26, Mar 6, Apr 14, 17 & 25
Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club
activities before joining. Please phone the Trip Leader for further
information. Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we
don’t want to wait for someone who does not turn up!

Page 13

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS

TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS
Camp Oven Cooking Trip Report Day 1 (Sat 24 Sept) Joy Unno
Six Subarus gathered at the Muchea IGA before setting off at about
8.20 am up the Brand Highway heading for Melangata (pronounced
"Mel-an-gutter") Station and Jo Clews's cooking classes ~ 580 km from
Perth. All was good until 30 km south of Badgingarra when Jo announced that Oscar was having a conniption, showing an oil light, a
check engine light and making rattling noises in the front end. The convoy pulled over at a safe location and it was found that Oscar had no oil
except a little gungy muck on the dip stick. Jo was very surprised by
this as Oscar had been serviced recently and was not known for using
a lot of oil or having oil leaks. Luckily Joy had 5L of Shell Helix onboard
as her "Neddy" (license plate CLT = Colt = Neddy, obviously! No alternative suggestions, please) leaks a bit from the head seals and goes
through a lot of oil on a long trip. Oscar was given oil to wet the dipstick
and limped along to the Badgingarra Roadhouse where Adrian plugged
in the code reader and found it was a "cylinder misfire" error code before clearing it. This was probably caused by the catastrophic lack of
oil. Oscar still rattled badly despite now having oil, so Jo decided to can
the trip and call the RAC.
We bid a sad farewell to Jo & Jane but not before Jane handed over to
David some pumpkin pieces that we could have with our camp oven
dinner. Guess what? About 20 km north of Badgingarra David was accelerating up a hill when he heard a weird whooshing sound and his car
lost power. Keith & Fiona, following behind saw clouds of black smoke
issuing from the car exhaust. They pulled over and David realised that
he would not be coming on the trip either but decided to return to Badgingarra and wait with Jo & Jane for the RAC. Everyone decided that the
packet of pumpkins must be a jinx because all the cars that carried it
had broken down. The evil pumpkins went back with David and the
much reduced convoy of 4 cars continued onwards, turning off the
Brand Hwy at Eneabba and passing through Three Springs. We were
still on the bitumen but often this consisted of only a narrow strip down
the middle of the road and the cars had to cringe over onto the dirt to
pass oncoming vehicles. Lunch was had under trees near the Morawa
Roadhouse where the petrol cars got fuel. Fly nets appeared as the
Page 14

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC

TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS
flies were friendly. Jo & David had messaged that they were waiting for
the RAC truck and trailer to take them back to Perth. It had to come
from Cervantes.
About 25 km north of
Morawa on the Morawa Yalgoo Road, Joy noticed
low bushes growing along
the roadside covered with
masses of pink flowers
(Native Foxglove, Pityrodia terminalis) and the
convoy pulled over for
photos. This turned out to
be a top wildflower spot as Katie discovered magnificent Wreath Flowers (Leschenaultia macrantha) growing extensively along the roadside
amongst assorted wildflowers, including Narrowspiked Dampiera
(Dampiera stenostachya),
Grevillea obliquistigma,
Common Firebush
(Keraudrenia integrifolia),
Pink Everlastings
(Schoenia cassiniana), and
the beautiful blue Native Cornflower (Brunonia australis).
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS
Passing quickly through the
small hamlet of Yalgoo, and
up Yalgoo North Road to Dalgaranga Road, we left the bitumen for a decent gravel
road that was very well signposted to Melangata Homestead, 70 km north of Yalgoo.
Arriving at the Station at
about 4.30 pm we were
greeted by the cheerful Jo
Clews and directed to campsites in the mulga, each with
its own fire drum. There were two flushing loos and two gas hot water
showers attached to the old shearing shed, which were good to see after our long drive. Everyone was busy for a while putting up tents, especially Keith & Fiona who were trying out a brand new geodesic tent.
Adrian got us going with collecting firewood and soon we were all sitting
around the fire for Happy Hour.
Jo Clews came around to see how we
were doing, followed by the cutest handreared Damara short-haired lamb named
Benita. Adrian called her Lamb Chops, I'm
sure he was kidding, really. Everyone prepared and ate their various dinners. The
hot coals that fell out of the fire drum were
perfect for cooking my corn-on-the-cob
slathered in butter and wrapped in alfoil.
After dinner, Jo's partner Ken lit a truly gigantic bonfire with flames 5m
high and we joined the two other groups camped on the Station for a
social night. The groups were The Perth 4WD Club and The Geraldton
4WD Club and with us, The Subaru 4WD Club of WA, it was like a mini
4WD Association Gathering. It was a good ending to a day that had
started rather badly but now we had made it to Melangata, what else
could go wrong ?
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS
Camp Oven Cookout - Day 2 - Adrian Longwood
A pleasant morning greeted us along with a refreshing gentle easterly
breeze. It was still cold enough for Katie to keep the nighty on for a little while longer. It wasn’t long before a couple of coffees were brewed
and Travis unleashed his pigeon dance mockery – ‘if you want my
body’, laughs all round after that one!

We gathered for a tour of the homestead which was delightful, its 99yrs
old and a big party for their 100th is being planned. There was a chapel,
open hallways with no doors and even a lookout turret at the end of the
kitchen, used for protection and self-defence. It is a house designed by
Monsignor John Hawes, one of his early ones that was on the beginning on a new era of style.
After an informative tour and
plenty of pictures
we departed for
the Dalgaranga
meteorite site, it’s
the smallest on
record and has an
interesting history, of lies,
chance, and destruction. We described it as ‘small and cute’
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Next was lunch out at Uanna Hill, finding a nice flat area at the base
we set up the awning for shade, and that’s when the drama continued…. Within 3 seconds of getting the awning up and barely a chance
to start doing the Velcro tabs a strong gust of wind came out of nowhere and flipped the awning over my vehicle and flapping about. A
few of us quickly went round to hold it and assess the damage, with
the frame and legs scratching and denting my car and being brackets
and poles we slowly packed it all away. Looking at ‘Duggy’ (Katie’s XV
- ed) who was parked next to me, we found a small scratch on the bonnet from a wayward leg. Not the ideal way to start lunch but it didn’t get
better, we all relaxed and ate and wandered around taking photos and
it wasn’t until I came back from a walk and checked again for damage
on my car and Duggy that I noticed a smashed sunroof! Poor duggy!
We hadn’t realised the other leg had actually managed to miss the
windscreen and the roof basket and find a way to hit and smash the
sunroof. When I first called people over to look they thought I was joking but the reality soon set in.
The next section is mostly beeped out and censored so I’ll get to the
part of our bush mechanics. Using a tea towel seemed to be the best
size to cover the glass (the cracks spread
like wildfire) and cloth tape provided by
Keith to hold it down, using up the last of
his roll we did enough to get back to
camp. Upon arriving we quickly did a little
engineering adding some cardboard
slipped under the tea towel for reinforcement which did a fantastic job getting
them home on the 500km journey.
It was now time for our much anticipated
cooking classes with Jo Clews, to begin
was damper rolls starting from 3pm before we got into the mains later on. She
does an amazing job at making it look
soo easy and tasty too! We sampled mini
damper rolls with olives and other toppings.
Now for the mains and the prep began, Joy had her hands full with Apricot Lamb Shanks, Keith and Fiona whipped up Bacon & Mushroom
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Chicken Legs and veggies, Trav and Katie did
their Potato Bake with
goodies, I chipped in
some token boiled broccoli so we could have
some greens.
With plenty of tips and
tricks along the way Jo
led us to cook everything
perfectly with nothing
burnt or underdone. The
feast was devoured by
all with plenty of groans from full bellies.
That was not all, as dessert wasn’t far away! Joy was back into it again
prepping for her Ginger Cake topped with caramel sauce and I got to
making the cored apples with cinnamon, brown sugar, and sultanas.
Against all odds we found a way to cram it all in before we cleaned up
and migrated over to the large bonfire to finish off the night.
Day 3 Monday 26 September - Keith W
I got up early and went off looking for birds, when I got back Fiona with
help from Adrian had packed up the tent and it was ready for me to repack the car. At 8.30 Jo Clews had promised to make scones before
our departure. They were made with self-raising flour, cream and lemonade. The camp oven was pre-warmed and only took about 15 min to
cook. They were yummy with Fiona’s lemon butter.
Soon after 9.00 we left in two groups. Adrian, Katie and Travis were
heading straight home and Joy and ourselves were planning an extra 2
nights on the way so with no rush we stopped at Chinaman’s rock between Malangata and Yalgoo. A delightful hour was spent over and
around the back of the rock concluding with morning tea. After reaching
Yalgoo we looked at the Chapel of St. Hyacinth, another of those built
by Monsignor John Hawes around this area, followed by a drive to the
lookout. West to Mullewa (fuel and ice-cream stop) and South towards
Mingenew took us to Coalseam Conservation Park our overnight stop.
We stopped at the Breakaway camp on top of gorge reserving a spot,
the best site overlooking the breakaway had been taken, whilst Joy
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checked out the Miners campground which was not full as I had expected. We decided to camp at Miners however, DPaW seem only to
cater for caravans and motorhomes as the compressed gravel levelled
ground was almost too hard for tent pegs with a few getting bent. I
walked along the Irwin River bed following Red-tailed Black-cockatoos
while the girls relaxed and then prepared pre-dinner nibbles. There were
lots of mostly yellow wildflowers in and around the campsite and to my
delight quite a few birds. BBQ was the choice for dinner followed by an
early night as it had cooled as soon as the sun went down.
Day 4 Tuesday 27 September - Keith W
The day started off
sunny so an early
walk around the
area was called for
birding. There
were a few young
Red-capped Robins about along
with Cockatoos
and many Galah’s.
I saw 3 Sacred
Kingfishers in a
tree catching the morning rays. Soon after it started to get cloudy so it
was back to camp for breakfast. After packing we went up to the magnificent Irwin Lookout then down to the fossil site. Joy soon found some
fossils in the layers of rock, not knowing what to look for most people
myself included would have missed them. This was the main reason Joy
wanted to come to Coalseam so she was delighted to see some.
Mingenew was our next stop at the bakery then off again due south we
stopped at Wilson’s Nature Reserve to view the wildflowers of which
there were many varieties. From there we went south again then west,
planning on overnighting at Western Flora near Eneabba. However, the
weather had other ideas and it started to rain slowly getting heavier.
With the notion of camping and wildflowering in the rain not appealing it
was decided to high tail it back to Perth down the Brand Hwy.
Thanks to Joy for organising a top trip to Malangata. It was a pity 2 cars
could not make it and also more people were not able to attend as I can
thoroughly recommend the experience and hopefully we can run it again
next year with more participants.
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Israelite Bay (not) Day 1 – Sunday 9/10/16 - David Peck
We ended up delaying the start of the trip for a day to enable David to
finish some work and as there was only Keith & David initially this wasn't a problem.
We left Perth at 8:00 with grey clouds and showers chasing us out of
Perth. As the traffic up great Northern Highway was fairly light we decided to go that way and just had to stop at the Bindoon bakery for a
coffee and cake as we were in no rush. We followed the Midlands highway through Moora, stopping at Coorow. We had planned on stopping
for lunch at Yarra Yarra Lake but there was nowhere that had good access so we continue on through Three Springs. When leaving town
David blindly followed his GPS when and we had to do a U turn to head
back in the right direction as we wanted to head towards Yalgoo. Lunch
stop ended up being at Morawa instead.
A couple of stops on the roadside to photograph birds, flowers and a
bungarra as we headed towards Tardie station which
we had heard advertised on
the radio. On the way we
passed a sign to Gabyon
station which also had camping. As it was on the way we
stopped in there first and the
lady was very helpful in directing us towards Bullock
Pool which had water in it and was a popular with the bird watchers. It
sounded good and as they said we could camp there we decided it was
a good place to stop for the night. They gave us a map and directions
and we stopped off at a windmill on the way which was in a creek bed
with water but no visible birdlife. We got to Bullock Pool around 4:00
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and it was a creek bed about
20m wide and running east/
west so the sun cast some nice
colours as it set. The flies were
annoying but after a walk along
the creek bed we set up camp
and sat down on the banks to
see what birds would turn up.
The skies had cleared and it
had reached 22 degrees during the day. Dinner was delayed until after dark and it was Chicken
Korma with rice. With no campfire (we forgot to ask if they were permitted) we sat reading until the obligatory 9:00 bedtime.

SNAKEBITE PROCEDURES
Snakes have started to come out as the weather warms up. Now is the
time to refresh your knowledge on what to do if you or someone else is
bitten. Here is a start:1: A very good video by well-known survival expert Bob Cooper on his
website: http://www.bobcoopersurvival.com/index.asp
and https://youtu.be/nzM6YgtPmEg

2: This is the St John Ambulance
Australia Snakebite handout: http://
stjohn.org.au/assets/uploads/fact%
20sheets/english/FS_snakebite.pdf.

For more First Aid, St John Ambulance Australia have an excellent
list of 27 handouts: http://
stjohn.org.au/first-aid-facts
Dugite photo from: http://members.iinet.net.au/~bush/index.html

This info is posted on the club website ‘Knowledge’ within ‘Medical,
Health, Safety, First Aid’. Please have a look. Ian J
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