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2016 COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT:   Tony Richards   9386 7705 
    president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SECRETARY:   Joy Unno   0429 473 709 
                                   secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

TREASURER: Adrian Longwood  0424 723 558  

 treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SOCIAL ORGANISER: Joanne Norton  0411 151 024 
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR: David Peck 0402 177 886 

EDITOR: Keith Wilcox 0413 266 245 

 editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Katie Maskey 0408 937 924 

 Travis Maskey 0422 815 737  

 Stephan Millett 0405 221 845 

 Alex Tayler 0439 929 373  

 Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969  

MERCHANDISE: Tony Richards 9386 7705 

WEB MASTER: Rob Griffiths/ 0411 249 933  

    Jim Wilcox   0419 040 969  

 webmaster@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

4WD ASSOC DELEGATE: David Peck/ 0402 177 886  

 Tony Richards 9386 7705 

M’SHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Alex Tayler 0439 929 373  

 membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

PROPERTY OFFICER: Keith Wilcox/Jim Wilcox  

 

 

Club Member of the Year 2015 - 2016:   David Peck 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 

Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw and Ron Caunce. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Fellow members, 

 

At the May Meeting, I will be showing a 20 minute slideshow from my 
recent trip to the Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica.  This slide-
show was compiled by the tour company I went with (Quark) and in-
cludes photos, movies and time lapse photography.  A copy is given to 
all trip participants.  It is much better than anything I could put together! 

 

Peter Andruszkiw and I recently visited the Dealer Principals at Subaru 
Osborne Park, Melville Subaru, Subaru Wangara and City Subaru.  
Apart from meeting the DPs as a relationship building exercise, the pri-
mary purpose of the visits was to encourage the dealerships to mention 
the Club (and the free first year membership offer) to their new car pur-
chasers, at the time of purchase or when picking up their vehicle.  From 
speaking to the DPs, it seemed clear that, perhaps with the exception 
of Osborne Park, with everything else that the sales people have to 
mention to purchasers, any mention of the Club currently misses out.  
Hopefully, our visits will result in more mentions of the Club than is the 
case presently, which translate into a greater number of “Subi (Aust)” 
applications. 

 

I have just returned from Dave’s Wheatbelt Way trip on the Anzac 
LWE.  It was a nice easy trip at a good time of the year, with a good 
campsite (Beringbooding Rock, with a flushing toilet!) and plenty of in-
teresting sights to see.  However, 
even though there were 7 cars with 
9 adults, 6 of those cars were 
Committee members, which I 
found a little disappointing.  I would 
have thought a trip like this would 
have attracted greater interest.  If 
there is a destination you would 
like to visit, please let a Committee 
member know! 

Looking through a hole at Elachbutting Rock 

Tony Richards 
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TRIP CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 

We have had a couple of good trips since my last report. 

 

The Easter trip to Bremer Bay was to a private campground that Jo 
found on www.youcamp.com and though it was a bit out of town (only 
17km) the facilities were great. We had lots of discussions about going 
back in the wildflower season as it would be even better then. 

 

The ANZAC day trip was a fair drive along the Wheatbelt Way which 
took us to look at various granite outcrops and other points of interest. 
We were surprised to find a flushing toilet at the campground at Ber-
ingbooding Rock. Unfortunately there were a lot of midges around and 
noise made by a truck filling up with water, fellow campers and frogs 
spoiled it a bit. Wayne bought his drone along and got some great ae-
rial video and pictures which will be put up on the clubs website. 

 

We have a couple of different events planned one being a night drive 
out the back of Mundaring and an overnight camp in the Avon Valley 
National Park where you can try your campfire cooking, and yes BBQ 
sausages does count ☺ 

 

Later in the year Ian is looking at the possibility of running a couple of 
his extended trips which last about 10 days. Due to the logistics of run-
ning this type of trip there is a limit on the number of cars allowed as it 
can be hard to find suitable campsites for a large group.  As these are 
always popular and fill up quickly he is proposing to keep a place open 
for new members to allow them to get involved. I can highly recom-
mend these trips as they are to some great locations with good people. 

 

David 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

More More Moore - Sunday 8 May 2016 

 

Join us for an explorative quest through the Gnangara-Moore River 
State Forest as we wander through an assortment of tracks and 
sandy areas, coming alongside the river in patches. 

 
The plan is to explore the State Forest and surrounding tracks 
amongst the Gnangara-Moore River State Forest. 
The day should be a pleasant drive with challenging patches where 
tire pressures will be lowered. 

We will be out for morning tea and lunch time, wrapping up in the 
early afternoon. 

 
Experience handy 
but not necessary. 

Basic offroad and 
recovery gear should 
be taken such as tire 
deflator, compres-
sor, gauge 
etc., recovery gear 
such as recovery 
tracks and snatch 
equipment is worth 
bringing if you have 
it, but would be 
enough amongst the 
group already. 

 

Appropriate clothing and footwear should be taken for whatever 
weather is predicted for the day. Closed in shoes are suggested. 

 

UHF radio will be needed but can be hired if you don’t own one. 

 

Trip leader: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Mundaring Forest Twilight Edition - Sat 14th May 
Following the enjoyment of last year's Mundaring forest night run, we 

will embark on a similar journey 
once the sun drops. 

Taking a similar path to my last 
Mundaring Forest trip I will lead 
the group through parts of the 
Mundaring State forest and the 
Powerline track, but we won’t 
start 'til the sun has dropped to 
make it more interesting and 
really test your skills. 

Meeting around 6.30pm finishing 
late, tyre pressures will be 
dropped accordingly.  
 

Compressor, Tyre deflator and 
Gauge are required but can be 
borrowed from other members if 
you don't have your own gear 
yet.  
UHF radio is essential but can be 
hired from the club. 

Photo Credit : Toby Harriman 

Trip leader: Adrian Longwood 0424 723 558 
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FIDDLES AND NIBBLES 

Sunday 22 May 2016 
 

A day to check out your car and see what others have done to theirs. 
Do additions-mods with the help of others. I have a hoist and a fairly 
well equipped workshop to do odd jobs on your vehicle. please give a 
brief idea of requirements when you register. 
 

Dave is bringing 
a plastic welding 
kit and is willing 
to have a go at 
any plastic re-
pairs that you 
may have. 
 

Due to the quan-
tity of vehicles 
there will not be 
any large jobs 
tackled. There 
will be members 
on hand to help 
and advise. 

Photo Credit: EB# via AUSubaru.com Forum 

 

Ring if you want clarification on a particular job that you would like to 
do. If you are staying over lunch I have a BBQ. BYO everything.  
 

This is a good opportunity to check out your vehicle for the Lorna Glen 
Getaway trip in July. 

 

Time: 9am - 3pm  
 

Contact: Jim Wilcox 0419 040 969 

TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

4WD Association Gathering at Albany – June 4-6 
 
A joint trip with members from various other 4WD Clubs that are member clubs 
of the 4WD Association. 
 

The Gathering will be held at the Albany Rifle Shooters Club, Frenchman Bay 
Road Albany - the entrance is 4.32 kilometers on the right after turning into 
Frenchman Bay Road.  There will be a WA4WDA Teardrop Flag at the en-
trance along with a sign. 

There is camping on site for tents, caravans and swags.  The cost of camping 
is $20 for powered sites and $15 for unpowered sites per night per vehicle.  
There is water available but no direct connections to caravans etc.  There is 
also a kitchen, toilets and hot water showers in the hall. 

The event is on from Saturday to Monday, but you are able to access the site 
prior to Saturday – camping fees will apply at $25 + $20 per night prior to Fri-
day.  Friday will be $20 + $15. 

The Bar will be open on Saturday and Sunday nights - no BYO in the licensed 
area whilst the Bar is open; it's ok outside opening times. 

No camp fires are permitted in the camping area, but there will be a campfire at 
the Club house.  Dogs are permitted but you are responsible for your 
dog.  It must be on a leash and you are to clean up after them.  No dogs at the 
Club House during the Dance, Quiz Night or BBQ Monday morning - only 
in the camping area. 
 

The Albany Classic Motor Event is also being held this weekend -  

see:  http://www.albanyclassic.com/  Looks good! 

 

Monday Morning:  Free BBQ Breakfast - bacon and egg burgers. 
 

Numbers need to be in 16 May.  If you put your name down after that date you 
may miss out!  Payment of camping fees to the Club is also required by that 
date, so that I can pass on the money to the Association. 

 

See website for more information. Meeting point and time to be advised.  I will 
probably be going down on the Friday. 
 

You can contact me by phone on 9386 7705 or 0414 224 734                          
or email president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 
 

Tony Richards 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

Camp Fire Cookout/Overnighter - Sat 18 to Sun 19 June 

The Annual Camp Fire Cookout is back! However you can choose not to par-
ticipate in the cookout and just come for an overnight camp under the stars. Or 
you can participate in the cookout and go home after the meal. All very flexible! 
We will be camping at our 
own group site in the Avon 
Valley National Park. The 
plan is to travel from Gin-
gers to the northern side of 
the National Park, stopping 
to look at places connected 
with Western Australia's 
best known bush ranger, 
Joseph Bolitho Johns, alias 
"Moondyne Joe".  It should 
be an easy, scratch free, 
scenic drive. 

We will then continue on 
towards Toodyay via Julimar Road, turning south down River Road before 
reaching Toodyay and then from there on to the southern entrance into the 
National Park and our campsite.  Toodyay township and Cobblers Pool are 
optional extras which we can visit, time permitting. 

The intention is to get to our campsite by early afternoon, in plenty of time for 
camp oven meals to be prepared and cooked. We will be staying at the Cec 
Barrows Group campsite. We will have exclusive use of the group site. Camp 
fires are permitted only in the fire rings provided.  However, I have spoken to 
the Ranger and he understands that to cook in camp ovens we will need to 
use hot coals outside the fire ring.  Provided we dispose of the hot coals re-
sponsibly, this will not be an issue. 

Firewood is not supplied and collecting firewood within the park is not al-
lowed.  We will need to bring our own firewood.  Can you please bring 
some firewood with you. 

Unless you have a Parks Pass, you will need to pay an entry fee of $12.00 per 
vehicle (or $6.00 per vehicle, concession).  Camping fees are $7.50 per adult 
($5.50 concession) and $2.20 per child, per night.  All fees are payable at the 
park registration station. 

On Sunday, there are no planned activities.  Participants can make their way 
home in their own time. 

 

Trip Leader: Tony Richards 9386 7705 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 

LITTLE INDIA RESTAURANT MEAL – Sat 23 July 

Little India is a cosy restaurant with authentic Indian food and a wel-
coming atmosphere. Delicious vegetarian options are available and a 
$30 Banquet Buffet offers a variety of scrumptious dishes including 
Indian desserts. Suitable for those not keen on hot curries or those 
that like it hot! All tastes catered for. 
 

Time: Saturday night 7 pm 
 

Address: Warwick Entertainment Center, 1/639 Beach Rd, Warwick 
WA 6024 (next to Video Ezy) 
 

Parking: Underground parking available 
 

BYO: $3 corkage fee for wine 
 

Numbers: Limited space, so get in early 
 

Menu: http://www.littleindiarestaurant.com.au/dine-menu.html 

 

Contact Joy on 0429 473 709 with any questions 
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CLUB CALENDAR 

June 2016 

S M T W T F S Sat 4th - Mon 6th: LWE - 4WD 
Association Gathering in Albany 
Page 8 

Tue 7th: Committee Meeting 

Tue 14th: General Meeting 

Sat 18th: Camp Fire Cookout     
Avon Valley Page 9 

 

   1 2 3 4 
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

July 2016011 

S M T W T F S Sun 3rd: Start of Lorna Glen 
Getaway - Through to 12th 

Tue 5th: Committee Meeting 

Mon 10th: Start of Red Centre 
Ramble - Through to 3rd Aug 

Tue 12th: General Meeting 

Sat 23rd: Little India Restaurant 
meal Page 10 

 

31    4 1 12 

3 4 5 6 7 8 89 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

May 2016 

S M T W T F S Tue 3rd: Committee Meeting 

Sun 8th: More More Moore    

Page 5 

Tue 10th: General Meeting 

Sat 14th: Night Run Page 6 

Sun 22nd: Fiddles & Nibbles  

Page 7 
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

School Holidays: Jul 2-17, Sep 24-Oct 9 

Public holidays: Jun 6, Sep 26 

Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club 
activities before joining.  Please phone the Trip Leader for further 
information. 

Register with the trip leader if you are wanting to join a trip or social. 
Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we don’t want to 
wait for someone who does not turn up! 

Some trips are ideas only and may be subject to change.  Some of the 
later trips need trip leaders – volunteers please. 

August 2016 

S M T W T F S Tue 2nd: Committee Meeting 

Tue 9th:  General Meeting 

Sun 14th: Mt Observation 

Sat 20th - Sun 28th: Proposed trip 
to GWW  Page 14 

Sun 28th: Picnic lunch at 
Whiteman Park 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Upcoming trip: October - Annual Dinner 

September 20162011 

S M T W T F S Tue 6th: Committee Meeting 

Sun 11th: Day trip to Collie 

Tue 13th: General Meeting 

Sun 18th: BBQ lunch Kings Park 

Sat 24th - Mon 26th: Camp Oven 
cooking learn how Page 15 
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Two Trips – Expressions of Interest 

 

Two 9 day bush camping trips. Both will have one car place reserved 
to mentor and encourage ‘newish’ members to go bush. 
 

Places will be limited so get in quick or join the unlimited waiting list. 
A couple of 2-night camps on both trips. Full details of theme, locality 
maps, itineraries & vehicle requirements from Ian. 

 

1: Kurrajong to Credo. August 20th - 28th Great Western Woodlands 
NE of Southern Cross exploring some new (to me) tracks through 
Diemals, Kurrajong RH, Jaurdi to Credo. Superb woodlands, salt 
lakes, claypans, gnammas, rockholes & ranges. Maybe some gilgies/
yabbies! 
 

A rare option to join/depart if car-shy or time-short. Terrain dirt tracks, 
a few rocks, some eroded creeks and wheel ruts may need 
‘gardening’ or repairs - nothing is impossible! Some of the best camp-
ing in Australia. Cooking on open fires both trips. 

 

2: Israelite Bay. October 8th - 16th. Israelite Bay, Point Malcolm, Mt 
Ragged, Balladonia. Bring small fishing kit. Many historic settlers huts 
have been lovingly restored and we will visit some. 
 

It is spectacular country to drive through with a surprisingly wide 
range of habitats, terrain, scenery and bush camping on well-travelled 
tracks - mostly dirt or sand; some corrugations. 

—————————— 
If interested as a driver (or as passenger with an experienced mem-
ber), please get back to Ian ASAP for more details.  

 

Ian Johnson 0419 936 566 echidnawrx@westnet.com.au  

TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 



Page 15 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC 

Camp Oven Learn How Sat 24th to Mon 26th September 
 

This is a camp oven cookout with help from bush cook Jo Clews 
 

This will be held at Jo's new 

home, Melangata Station, NNE 

of Yalgoo, around 650km from 

Perth. We will learn to cook a 

dish, that we bring to share, for 

the Sunday evening. Some 

with mains and some desserts. 

If you don't have a camp oven 

you may be able to borrow one 

or join in and help out some-

one else. Jo will do a damper 

class that you can join in on 

and also a scone and bread 

making on Monday morning 

before we leave. 

Camping cost $35 per person for 2 nights including Jo's cooking exper-

tise. 

Bring your own meals for Saturday night, lunch and breakfasts. 

Hopefully there will be wildflowers around to have a look at on Sunday 

morning. 

Looking at a number of around 20 people for this trip. 

After that it will be cut off.  

Bring everything for a bush camp. Water and firewood available on site. 

Also bring:  Camp oven with ingredients for your chosen dish and heat 

beads for cooking. 

Trip leader: Joy 0429 473 709 

TRIP  PROMOTIONS/ INFORMATION 
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Bremer Bay Day 2: Saturday 26 March 2016 
An early morning  stroll under overcast skies along the walk trails in the bush 
revealed a few flowing plants including pink Andersonia, yellow Hibbertia and 
purple Regalia. Also, salt tolerant Melaleuca cuticularis paperbark and some 
sedges indicated the presence of a dampland in one area. After breakfast, the 
group headed into Bremer Bay to fuel up at the General Store and meet up 
with Andrew & Karen who had stayed at the Bremer Bay Resort. On the road 
in, we passed a dead fox which later became something of a landmark to indi-
cate our position over the radio, e.g. " just passing the dead fox now...". 

 

There was a sign with "Saturday Mar-
kets at the Sports Club" on it, an op-
portunity too good to miss, so we 
drove over there and perused the 
stalls. A lady had made  the most deli-
cious cakes including gluten-free, and 
I could not resist the mini sticky date 
puddings. Another stall provided fig 
chutney which sounded novel, and a 
couple of fabric coloured pencil hold-
ers for the grandchildren completed 
my purchases. Leaving the markets, 
we headed out to Swamp Road to 
visit Quaalup Homestead in the Fitzgerald National Park ( historical info here: 

http://www.whalesandwildflowers.com.au/quaaluphomestead.html).       

 

I took a photo of West Mount Barren 
through the ruined walls of the barn.  
A quick look through the historic 
1858 homestead, then it was morn-
ing tea.   We looked at the 20 cm 
long crack extending from the top of 
Oscar's windscreen. This trip was 
proving to be tough on windscreens 
with both Adrian and Jo collecting 
damage. David popped some hot-
cross buns into a tin and lodged it on 
top of the turbo to warm up for lunch.  

 

It began to rain as we crossed the Gairdner River and headed towards the 

TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS 
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coast, eventually turning onto 
Gordon Inlet Road. After trav-
ersing a few kilometres of hor-
rible corrugations and muddy 
puddles, the convoy stopped 
in a side track to look at the 
Inlet, before continuing on 
through coastal sand dunes 
( past some campers) to 

Tooregullup Beach for lunch. The surf was definitely up with a strong on-
shore gale blowing as we huddled behind our cars scoffing  David's warmed 
up hot cross buns. Keith went for  a wander to photograph Crested terns and 
Red-necked stints dabbling in the shallow waters of the Inlet. Adrian & Lau-
ren took a spin up the beach however,  it was decided not to go further along 
the beach but to try the inland track.  

 

Back along Gordon Inlet road, the corrugations were so bad that Adrian lost 
his trim which luckily was spotted and then retrieved by the convoy tail end. 
Stopping at the Doubtful Island Rd turn off, conversation with a cyclist sug-
gested that the track to the coast was too wet to pass safely so it was de-
cided to try for Point Ann. Alas, the road to Point Ann was closed and it was 
continuing to rain so we left the National Park and headed back to Bremer 
Bay. Here the party split up with Stephan heading off to Little Boat Harbour 
for fishing, and others to look around the town. A group drove across the 
coastal sand bar blocking the Wellstead Estuary on the Bremer River. 

We ended up at the Bremer Bay Resort for an afternoon drink before head-

ing back to Tozer's Camp for dinner. It was a nice surprise to discover that 

Tozer had put on BBQ lamb chops & sausages and roasted potatoes for 

everyone in the big camp kitchen. All we had to do was bring a salad to par-

take of this generous feast. It was a good opportunity to get to know fellow 

guests and discuss the day's adventures. Stephan came back with some 

nice herring but decided to save them for breakfast. It was a good day de-

spite the inclement weather and thanks to Jo for organising such an interest-

ing trip.   Joy Unno 
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Beautiful Bremer: Day 3 

It was Easter Sunday and 
my day started with the 
soft footfall of the Easter 
bunny outside my tent. I 
did not know it at the time, 
of course, but the choco-
late eggs on my table and 
the line of eggs on Tony’s 
car bonnet next door gave 
the game away. 
 

I then took an early morn-
ing walk in the heathland 
surrounding Tozer’s Bush 
Camp. The sun was low in the sky and the light caught the flowers on display 
– not many varieties in late March, but the promise of lots more later in the 

season. Joy, Jo and I then shared cooked her-
ring I caught the night before at the 4WD Boat 
ramp beach west of Bremer townsite. It was 
raining so Joy came under my awning for 
brekky. 
 

After coffee and 
cleaning up a bit 
from the over-
night rain 
(including emp-
tying the water 
from the awning) 
we went in con-
voy to the Well-
stead Museum. 
There was a bit 

of a queue to enter but the $6 per person would 
rate as the best value for money to enter any 
private museum in the state. There was an 
amazing array of restored cars, tractors and mo-
torbikes, and big display sheds full of artefacts 
from the past century. Most of us had Devon-
shire teas before we moved on to Blossom’s 
Beach – a long, white sand beach with a shallow 
entry into rolling waves. It was sunny, the water was a clear translucent green 
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and was enough to 
tempt Adrian and I in 
for a swim in the roll-
ing swell. The rest sat 
with their backs to 
their cars and faced 
the water while they 
ate lunch. The swim-
mers came back in 
time to eat their lunch 
before we all headed 
back into town to fuel 
up in preparation for the trip home on Monday. 
 

We then headed west and tried the track into Reef Beach. That is, all except 
Dave who noticed a flat tyre and had to change wheels. He was delayed long 
enough so that he decided to head straight to camp. The trip to Reef Beach 
was a long trip on bitumen for such a short trip on sand because the track into 
Reef Beach quickly terminated in an impassable bog. Discretion was the bet-
ter part of valour for this so we backed out and headed towards the camp. 
Adrian, Lauren, Andy, Karen and I kept going and headed to the beach where 
I had caught herring the night before. Everyone caught fish, but Lauren was 
the champion with several good size skippy and some herring. We then 
headed back to eat and enjoy a clear, cold night which was great for stargaz-
ing. 

 

Beautiful Bremer: Day 4   A lesson in self recovery and being stupid. 

Monday. The caravan of cars left Tozer’s before 9, with Keith heading for 
Cheynes Beach and some birdwatching and the others heading north to 

Perth. I went with them to 
Jerramungup then turned 
east as I had to get to a 
family funeral in Kalgoor-
lie by lunchtime Wednes-
day. This turned out to be 
a bit of an adventure for 
me. After refuelling and 
caffeinating in 
Ravensthorpe I headed 
past Munglinup and 
turned north on to Neds 
Corner Road. This road 
was good gravel for a 
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while, then developed slippery patches. Past Cascades the road was bitu-
men for a while then became gravel again with ruts and mud. At the end of 
Neds Corner Road (some 60 or more km later) the track into the back of 
Peak Charles National Park started. My map was accurate and the track, 
although sandy in places and with some mud and small stakes was in good 
enough condition that I kept going. I was travelling alone, so took things 
carefully and was prepared to turn back at any point and go the long way 
round to the park entrance. The track stayed easy to follow all the way into 
the park and then became a wide, sandy road with Peak Charles and Peak 
Eleanora in the near distance. I was relieved and started to relax a bit. 

The turnoff to Peak Eleanora came up and the sign said 10km to Peak 
Charles, 3km to Eleanora. It was after 3pm and I headed on, pleased to 
have navigated safely and without taking risks. I headed toward Peak 

Charles and enjoyed a few 
kilometres of easy driving. 

Then… a big brown muddy 
puddle stopped me short. I 
got out, took off my shoes, 
changed to shorts and 
walked in. The water was 
wide, the mud was very soft 
on the edges, but right 
through the middle there 
were two long ruts with a 
fairly firm base. The water 
was knee deep, so I jumped 
in the car and drove 

through, with a bit of slipping on the exit. Phew. Then, around the corner 
was another boggy stretch. This one was worse. There was no way I could 
get through the middle. The bog was 30 metres long and chewed up and 
very sticky in the middle. Should I push on the 3km to the camp site or go 
back 150km to come in 
through the main entrance?    
I saw that there was a narrow 
stretch of solid ground on the 
right hand side. If I could 
move a half cubic metre of 
sand into a rut, cut down 
some saplings to give more 
room and lay down my rub-
ber recovery tracks near the 
end of the bog, I could make 
it through. After 30-40 min-
utes of hard work preparing,  
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I took off. The plan worked well until near the end when the left rear wheel 
slipped into a deep rut and the whole car lurched, sliding to the left. I kept the 
power on and with much slipping, sliding and some prayer got through. I got 
the shovel and the axe, found and dug out the recovery tracks, and pressed 
on. And, yes, there was a next one! This one was impassable: wide, deep 
enough that I stopped walking when my shorts started to get wet, slippery 
and bordered by trees. I explored and found there might be a way to get 
through the trees if I could only move a very large gum tree branch. A long 
stout stick, some schoolboy fulcrum physics, a lot of energy and some surges 

of desperation adrenalin later, the branch 
moved enough to squeeze the car 
through - once it got through the curtain 
of saplings and smaller fallen branches 
between the track and the log.  

It was then back on the track. And yes, 
there was another boggy patch. This time 
luck was with me, as there was a chicken 
track. But, the chicken track ended in two 
very deep ruts. Luckily the car could 
straddle the ruts if it took out a few 
shrubs on the way through. By then I was 
near the top of Anne’s pass between the 
two peaks and apart from some minor 

boggy bits that I pushed through scornfully and a washaway down the other 
side of the pass the road had improved. I then made it to the campsite, pass-
ing the back of two signposts on the way. I stopped to read the signs. One 
said welcome to Peak Charles National Park. The other said: Warning! Road 
impassable when wet. So nearly true. I camped, repaired the tyre I staked 
going around the second, or was it the third bog hole, washed the mud from 
my legs and arms, made something hot to eat, ate and crawled into bed. 
 

I spent the next day 
cleaning, fixing and 
washing, and climbing 
Peak Charles and that 
night had a chance to 
enjoy the splendour of a 
moonless and cloudless 
starlit sky about half way 
between Esperance and 
Kalgoorlie. Life is good. 
 

Stephan  
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TECHNICAL ADVICE 

2016 XV and a flat battery . 

After the battery in my XV went flat after being away for a week I thought 
that it must have a battery failure. Before I tested the battery I checked 
the current being drawn from the battery and found that it was around 
300mA. This amount accounted for the battery going flat in a week of no 
use. Disconnecting the battery and then reconnecting reset the con-
sumption to around 10-20mA which is the expected current. Tested the 
current consumption a few days later and it was back at 300mA so 
started pulling fuses to see where the current was going. After pulling 
one of the large fuses from under the bonnet the current went away and I 
was sure I had found the circuit at least. Put it all back and current stayed 
down so put car away to test again later and see if it had come back. 
Next day after a drive the current was back so went straight back to the 
fuse I pulled before and this time it reduced but did not go away and re-
turned when I put it back. Tried all the fuses in turn and it would not go 
away. Finally unplugged the Ultragauge* and after a couple of minutes 
the current dropped to 20mA. The Ultragauge was keeping the Canbus** 
alive and drawing the power even though it was apparently turning off. 
So previously pulling fuses had disconnected power to the Ultragauge 
and because it has to be manually re-powered up after a reset the cur-
rent was staying low until I went for a drive and reset the gauge. 

After E-mails to the manufacturer I did a 'restore to factory defaults' and 
reset up the gauge and the problem went away. Not sure why, but 
maybe it had modified some of its connection settings due to having 
been in a previous model XV with a different Canbus configuration. 

You need to be wary in the modern cars of adding after market units that 
can have unexpected consequences. 

* Ultragauge is one of the common aftermarket readouts that can readout 
and reset engine error codes and display engine temperature, speed, 
battery voltage, fuel consumption and countless other information. 

** Canbus is the data bus used in modern cars to communicate between 
the different computers and modules within the vehicle. It extends out to 
the OBD2 port into which you can plug diagnostic readouts to display op-
erating conditions and error codes from the computers. 
 

Jim 
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