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2015 COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT:   Tony Richards   9386-7705 
    president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SECRETARY:   Tom Minto   9382-4678      
                                   secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

TREASURER: Joanne Norton   6468-2774   

 treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SOCIAL ORGANISER: Katie  Maskey 0408 937 924 

TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR: David Peck 0402177886 

EDITOR: Joy Unno 0429473709 

 editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Adrian Longwood 9279-8993 

 Travis Maskey 0422 815 737  

 Phil Read 9459 2640 

 Alex Tayler 0439929373  

 Jim Wilcox 0419040969  

MERCHANDISE: Tony Richards 9386-7705 

WEB MASTER: Rob Griffiths/ 0411249933  

    Jim Wilcox   0419040969  

 webmaster@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

4WD ASSOC DELEGATE: David Peck/ 0402177886  

 Tony Richards 9386-7705 

M’SHIP CO-ORDINATOR: Alex Tayler 0439929373  

 membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

PROPERTY OFFICER: Keith Wilcox/Jim wilcox  

 

 

Club Member of the Year 2014 - 2015:   Adrian Longwood 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 

Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw and Ron Caunce. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT April 2015 

Fellow Members, 

Dave’s night drive through Wandoo country was an interesting trip, with 
no moon and just your lights to drive by.  Thanks Dave. 

The March general meeting at Getaway Outdoors went well, with the 
business of the meeting completed in less than 20 minutes!  Members 
then had a great opportunity to buy whatever they needed at prices 
mostly discounted by 20%.  My thanks to Glen and his staff for hosting 
the meeting. 

Please note that we will be having another guest speaker at the April 
general meeting, back at South Perth.  Our speaker will be Tom Moreton 
from NicheKits, a provider of first-aid products and services.  He will be 
talking to us about the first-aid kits that he offers for sale. 

It has been pleasing to see an increasing number of new memberships 
coming through under the Subaru (Australia) membership offer.  The 
Club very much appreciates this generous support and we welcome  
these new members. 

Most of you will probably have read in the media or heard on the news 
that all Australian states have now banned portable single burner butane 
stove cookers, often referred to as “lunchbox cookers”.  Here in WA,  
Energy Safety and Consumer Protection have issued a joint public warn-
ing to consumers not to buy or use portable butane cookers due to   
safety concerns.  Further information is available online. 

Winter is approaching I hear you say – well, must be time to start think-
ing about buying a Club jacket?  We have some jackets in stock and, if 
we do not have your size, it can be ordered.  We also have a range of 
other items for sale. 

The Club has a pretty full calendar of trips and socials for you to enjoy, 
but suggestions are always welcome.  I look forward to seeing you at a 
Club event soon. 

Regards, 
Tony Richards 
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TRIP CO-ORDINATORS REPORT April 2015 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Well April is a busy month for us with a couple of long weekend trips for 
Easter and ANZAC day (one place left for Beaut Barrabup -  join on 
the website) and May is shaping up to be just as busy with a weekend 
camp to Collie and then a trip out to the Helena and Aurora Ranges. 
Don’t let the trip promo for Collie put you off as it is possible to go down 
and enjoy a weekend of camping without doing the ‘extreme’ 4WD 
tracks that are advertised in the trip promo. 

 

Later in the year we have a whole range of trips planned ranging from 
weekend trips to a number being between one and two weeks. They 
will be perfect to get away from the rat race and see some interesting 
country. I even had a request for a rodeo and we have found one at 
Boyup Brook in October.  

 

If you have a particular destination you would like to go to or if you 
know of any ‘new’ places we could visit please let one of the committee 
know and we will see what we can do.  

 

As mentioned in last months report the 4WD Association was looking 
for ways to help the people of Northcliffe after the recent fires. There is 
a group of volunteers called Blazeaid who have been doing great work 
over east and they have now set up down in Northcliffe. The main aim 
at present is to work alongside the rural families to rebuild fences and 
other structures that have been damaged or destroyed. You can volun-
teer for a day or two, or  a week or more. The volunteers normally stay 
on the property and meals are provided but check out the website for 
more info http://blazeaid.com/ 
 

Cheers David Peck 

Trips Coordinator 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

 
 

NicheKits will be presenting at the Club Evening  

on the 17th of April 2015. 

 
On the Club Evening we will be discussing a range of  

topics including; 

 

Suitable first aid kits for 4x4 

Our training options 

Club first aid benefits 

 

We will also have a raffle prize of a NicheKit first aid kit to give away 
on the night. 

 

NicheKits offers fit for purpose and customized first aid kits to per-
sonal and commercial use. We also offer accredited first aid training. 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

HELENA & AURORA RANGE 30th May - 1st June LWE 

The Helena and Aurora Range (Aboriginal name 'Bungalbin') is a magnifi-
cent banded ironstone formation (BIF) range about 100km north of South-
ern Cross. We will be bush camping at the base of the ranges and there 
are no facilities nearby. Sunday we will go exploring around the area, re-
turning to Perth on Monday perhaps via Beacon and some interesting iso-
lated bush land reserves. The trip is subject to weather conditions as this 
area turns to mud after rain. An alternative trip will run if this happens, 
same type of camping trip, just different direction.  

The Helena and Aurora Range (Bungalbin) is made up of a series of con-
voluted, hills (or ranges) approximately 13 km long. The highest point is 
704 m above sea level. The range was later named by the explorer John 
Forrest in 1869 after Helena Aurora Monger, the daughter of John Henry 
Monger. It lies within the north-western half of the Great Western Wood-
lands which covers an area of some 16 million hectares and has been de-
scribed by The Wilderness Society as "one of the world's last Wild Places" 
and "...the largest and healthiest temperate woodlands left on Earth ...".  

Join on the website or contact trip leader David on 0402 177 886 or email 

 tripcoordinator@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

 

For more information on this unique location with its amazing geology, sig-
nificant flora, fauna, and natural and cultural heritage, go to the website: 

http://helenaaurorarange.com.au/ 

 

The ranges are under threat from mining. Here is the link to a Land-
line piece on the Helena & Aurora range: 

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2015/s4189068.htm 
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MURCHISON ESCAPE 
EASTER Fri 3rd - Mon 6th APRIL 

A long weekend of excitement at Murchi-
son Offroad Adventures. 

Almost a repeat of Easter 2013 minus the 

difficult night time drive. 

 

Cost is $35 per vehicle per night and a 

deposit of one night is required. Please 

contact Bev at the park on 9933 1050 to 

pay by credit card over the phone or to get bank details. Please ensure 

you let her know you are with the Subaru Club. Join the trip on the club 

BOWLING & CHINESE  SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 

Come and enjoy an evening with friends. Bring the kids, bring the adults, and 
have a fun night of bowling.  

Later we will head across the road for a Chinese Dinner. 

 

Bowling starts at 5 pm: AMF Bowling - 176 Walter Road, 
Morley 

Dinner around 7pm at Wah Sun Chinese Restaurant - 
189 Walter Rd West, Dianella. 

 

Book on the website or contact social@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

FIDDLES & NIBBLES SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 

Want help with installing a second battery controller? Or just want to 
check underneath your car? Come to the Wilcox Subaru Garage! 

Bring drinks & nibbles or a BBQ is available to 
use for lunch (bring & cook your own). 

There are limitations on the complexity of tasks 
that can be undertaken on the day (no lift kits!) so 
check with Jim before the day. 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUICK HICKS June Thurs. 11th to Frid. 19st 2015 
Ian & Nina are hosting a young visiting relative of Nina’s from the 
USA. He will want to see some of our desert, so we are planning a 
taste to parts of the Great Victoria Desert east of Laverton – the 
Doctor Hicks Range. Note the Thursday/Friday start/finish for work 
leave.  
 

You are welcome to join us. Standard Foresters with some prepara-
tion; or ‘heavyweights’ are welcome on this trip.  

 

Info on the website or from Ian & Nina. 
 

Exmouth & Coral Bay 23rd June > 2nd July 2015 

Ian & Nina are hosting a young visiting relative of Nina’s from the 
USA. We would like to show him everything from white sand to 
reefs, fishing snorkelling, whale Sharks and the colourful ranges. 
Join us for a coastal jaunt. Standard Subarus all welcome.  

CVP camping. Info on the website or from Ian & Nina. 
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COOL COLLIE CAPERS ENCORE 16-17 MAY 
The plan is to do a combination of two 
“4WD Days out of Perth” trips – “Down 
Around the Coalfields” and “Collie 
Climbs” in Wellington National Park.  

They both have challenging/difficult 
climbs. As a result, only experienced 
drivers in Foresters with an automatic or 
dual range transmission will be eligible to 
undertake the se climbs (unlifted Foresters should be OK).  Other mem-
bers are more than welcome to attend the weekend and undertake 
other activities, Apart from exploring the local tracks, other potential ac-
tivities include swimming, bushwalking, picnicking, canoeing 
and fishing.  

Camping will be at a DPaW campsite ($10/night; $6.60 concession) 
and National Park entry fee of $12/car ($6 concession). 

Contact: Tony Richards on 9386 7705 or email to:  

DAY TRIP:  JARRAHDALE PUB LUNCH SATURDAY 23 MAY 

Join us for a social lunch at the Jarrahdale Tavern. Situated in 
the historic timber town of Jarrahdale, the original structure dates 
back to 1894 and has been refurbished whilst retaining its origi-
nal charm. The pub is located on one of the highest points in the 
area and overlooks the beautiful Jarrah forest and is surrounded 
by two big verandas and has a large shaded beer garden and a 
grassed area (from wacountrypubs.com).  
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TRIP  REPORT 

Wandoo Night Drive – Saturday, 14 March 2015 
 
With Perth potentially within reach of the southern fringe of Tropical 
Cyclone Olwyn, Dave had been concerned enough about bad 
weather to send us an update of Friday the 13th, noting that BOM 
was now only forecasting a cloudy day, with rain easing to a shower 
or two by late afternoon, which meant the trip could go ahead. 
 
Sure enough, it was raining as I drove to the Lakes meeting spot, 
just before 5.00pm, with Jo just in front of me.  Travis and Katie 
were already there.  Dave, Jim with his son Gerard, Neil and David 
& Jenny arrived soon after.  After a quick briefing, we were all un-
derway.  Thankfully, the rain had eased by then, as predicted. 
 
Down Great Southern Highway, then right at Yarra Road, then left 
onto Nganguring Road, heading east for Mt. Observation.  There 
was plenty of water on the track, puddled in all the usual places, 
although thankfully there was none in the small (and sometimes 
large) gutters running down the middle of a lot of the track.  The Su-
barus coped with the water and slippery conditions easily. 
 

Nganguring Road is part of the original road to York and our first 
stop was at Manyeuring Spring, which was the 
site of a convict work camp.  Across the track 
from the Spring some remains of the work 
camp (low chimneys) can be found.  It had 
been 10 years since I last visited this spring 
(with the Cub).  Not much had changed! 
 
We arrived at Mt. Observation around 6.00pm, 
for dinner.  As it was raining lightly, those with 
car awnings put them to good use.  Unfortu-
nately (as strange as it may seem), the day had 
been declared a total fire ban day, so we could-
n’t light any fires.  Eating and conversation con-
tinued until about 7.00, by which time it was 
dark.   continued page 14 
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CLUB CALENDAR 

April 2015 

S M T W T F S Fri 3rd - Mon 6th: Easter- 
Murchison Escape page 7 

Tue 7th: Committee Meeting 

Sat 11th: Bowling & Chinese page 
7 

Tue 14th:  General Meeting 

Sat 25th - Mon 27th: Beaut 
Barrabup  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

June 2015 

S M T W T F S Mon 1st: LWE Helena & Aurora 
Range page 6 

Tue 2nd: Committee Meeting 

Tue 9th:  General Meeting 

Approx 11th -19th:Quick Hicks p8 

13 -14th: Camp Oven Cookout-tba 

23rd - 2nd Jul: Exmouth & Coral 
Bay page 8 

Sun 28th: Fiddles & Nibbles p7 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

May 2015 

S M T W T F S Tue 5th: Committee Meeting 

Tue 12th: General Meeting 

Sat 16th - Sun 17th: Collie 
Capers Encore page 11 

Sat 23rd: Jarrahdale pub lunch  
page 9 

Sat 30th - Mon 1st: LWE  

Helena & Aurora Range page 6 

 

31    4 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 89 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

School Holidays: Apr 3 - 19, July 4 - 19, Sept 26 - Oct 11 

Public holidays: Mar 2, April  3 & 6 (Easter), April 27, June 1 

Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club 
activities before joining.  Please phone the Trip Leader for further 
information. 

Register with the trip leader if you are wanting to join a trip or social. 
Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we don’t want to 
wait for someone who does not turn up! 

Some trips are ideas only and may be subject to change.  Some of the 
later trips need trip leaders – volunteers please. 

July 2015 

S M T W T F S Tue 7th: Committee Meeting 

Tue 14th:  General Meeting 

Sun 12th: Day trip -tba 

Sat 25th: Xmas in July- tba 

Fri 31/7 - 7/8: Burrup Rock Art 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2015 

S M T W T F S Tue 4th: Committee Meeting 

Sat 8 - Mon 17th: Karajini & 
More page 18 

Tue 11th: General Meeting 

 

30 31   4  11 

2 3 4 5 6 7 88 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
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We continued on in the dark; 
after all it was a night drive!  
It was certainly different driv-
ing in the bush at night, with 
only your headlights provid-
ing any illumination (as the 
sky was cloudy, there was no 
moonlight).  In this respect, 
everybody was very im-
pressed by Jim’s light-bar, 
which did a fabulous job of 
lighting up the bush. 
 
Upfront, Dave had a couple of close calls with kangaroos, which were 
up and about.  He also provided some levity for the group by encour-
aging us to take in the scenery, which he had seen on his pre-trip 
(during the day)! 
 
We finished the bush part of the trip about 9.00 and then headed for 
home, an hour away.  It had been a good (and different type of) trip.  
My thanks to Dave for organising it. 



Page 15 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC 

 



Page 16 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS 

 



Page 17 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC 

TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS 

TRAVELLERS REST BUSSELTON SATURDAY 28 FEB  Joy 

It took a little longer than usual to pack 
the car for three people - myself, my 
daughter Heather and 4 year old 
grandaughter Kaylee. Consequently we 
got to Peppermint Caravan Park a little 
later in the afternoon. There we found 
Jo ensconced in a shady tent spot, with 

Phil, Liz & Tim set up in their caravan 
across the road and Alex in a park 
cabin. The caravan park was great for 

kids with playgrounds, bouncey mats and 
swimming pools. Heather & Kaylee quickly 
togged up and were in the pool which was 
heated with a solar blanket -the other pool 
wasn't heated and was almost empty. 
 

About 3pm Travis & Katie arrived in the 
new blue XV. Katie gave a superb demo of 
reversing the camper trailer into the allo-

cated spot and it was soon put up while we all stood around and 
watched. Everyone assembled at Jo's place 
for Happy Hour & nibbles. That also included 
the numerous Pacific Black Ducks which 
cruised around the camp sites hovering up 
any scraps. Along with ducks, the road be-
came filled with multitudes of small children 
hurtling around on a variety of wheeled 

mechanisms from 
skateboards, to scooters, bikes and go-cart 
contraptions. Eventually we got around to din-
ner plans with some cooking & others going 
out. Later we were back at Jo's place chatting 
long into the night. Hoping to spot Western 
Ringtail Possums reputed to be in the trees 
but they were probably hiding out away from 
the influx of tourists. 
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KARAJINI AND MORE 
8 - 17 Aug 2015 

This is the return trip after the 
Burrup Tour. We depart Kar-
ratha 8th August for Karijini, Mt 
Augustus, Murchison Settle-
ment, and Coalseam. Several 
2 or 3 night camps so you can 
swim, scramble or loaf.  
An exciting trip from the Pil-
bara into the Murchison with 
spectacular scenery and 
camping. New members welcome.  
 
Details from Ian & Nina 0416936566.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

WOODLAND WOODLINES 5th - 13th SEPTEMBER  

 Follow 4WD winding tracks and old ‘tramways’ in the Great Western 
Woodlands (GWW) which echo to the historic ring of the axe. Soak it up in 
bush camps. 

 Down the west of Lake Johnston to a wonderful granite to scramble over. 
We cross the lake on a narrow peninsular to a 'new' track which is slow 
and arm-wrestling! 

 The George Mundale Trail to Higginsvlle and Norseman. 

 More days wandering about the historic, relic strewn woodline trails within 
the NE GWW to areas the club has never been. From Norseman, we fol-
low several woodline trails which loop Cross the Trans rail line to Bulong 
into Kalgoorlie and a final bush cookout blowout south of Coolgardie. New 
members welcome. Reserve a place ASAP! 

Details @ club website or from Ian & Nina 0419936566. 

TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

Karijini Pool. Web photo Canuckabroad.com  
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS 

TRAVELLERS REST BUSSELTON SUNDAY 01 MARCH Joy 

After a reasonable night's sleep, I was awakened with Kaylee 
bouncing on the air mattress, thoroughly enjoying the camping ex-
perience. A tasty breakfast of bacon & eggs was consumed and 
dishes washed in the well equipped camp kitchen. 

Then it was on to the sights of Busselton as 
we went to the Jetty to book tickets for the 
train to the aquarium. A motor boat offshore 
was sending up flares and no-one knew what 
was happening so Phil called emergency ser-
vices. They got back to him and said it was 
an exercise so we ignored it and went to 
have ice-cream at Simmo's. 

The train arrived and we rattled out to the 
end of the jetty, then descended into the depths of the aquarium. An 
amazing variety of sea-life was visible swimming past or encrusted 
on the 8 m deep pylons, courtesy of the 
warm waters of the Leeuwin Current. I 
particularly liked the sesarmid crab graz-
ing on the algae amid the colourful corals. 
The family of Batfish hanging about the 
lower windows was a hoot as well. 

After the train ride back, we set out to 
meet Jo, Travis & Katie who had Chilli bur-
gers in Dunsborough. With the group now 
together, we convoyed down to Yallingup 
to look for the 4WD track to the Three Bears surfing spot.  

Coming up against a gate we were unsure if that was the correct 
way to go so we drove up Sugarloaf Rock Rd and entered from the 
north end. At first it looked a firm track but Phil in the lead soon 
stopped and we aired down to 18 psi despite Jo's claims that Adrian 
did the track without lowering tyre pressures at all. We tootled along 
the tortuous, sandy track which had some nasty big holes in it. Katie 
in the unlifted XV did very well picking the line through them. Then 
we reached the coast with a steep descent over very rocky lime-
stone boulders. Kaylee, strapped securely into the child seat, was 
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having a great time with the bumps. Her Mum and Grandma were not 
so happy about them.  

We parked up briefly on the limestone pavement 
for a coastal photo shoot (the ocean scenery was 
fantastic), then headed south. The track suddenly 
became very sandy and we had our first (and 
only) bog of the day when the XV sunk and 
stopped on a low rise. Phil & Alex came back to 
help and I produced a spade from my car which 
Travis used to good effect. We all then pushed 
and Katie revved out of the bog and promptly got 
stuck again (it was very loose sand and on a hill). 
More excavation and another push and Katie was 
off and away. The party continued onwards, arriv-
ing at the Three Bears surf break where there 
were several cars 
parked near a look-

out platform and a long stairway down the 
cliff to the rocky beach. Some of the keen 
ones braved the blustery wind and de-
scended to the beach where fun was had 
scrambling over the impressively dipping 
rocks and dodging the incoming waves. 
Going down was OK but struggling back 
up the stairs took a bit of effort, at least 
for the oldies (i.e. me). 

Back in the cars and moving onwards, we 
found the track much easier and less rocky.  There were quite a lot of 
corrugations and rock & roll which had Kaylee shrieking with delight in 
the backseat - she's a natural for the off road driving. Finally we ar-
rived back at the gate where we started, and found that there was a 
sandy track that bypassed it. On the whole we were glad that we 
came the way we did as struggling up the limestone boulder hill may 
have caused more damage to the cars than  coming slowly down it. 
As it was, Katie's XV sustained a flesh wound to the bumper (which 
Katie was inordinately proud of - proof of REAL off-roading). 

A quick stop at Bush Shack Brewery to air up and stock up, before we  
returned to the caravan park. It was quite an exciting and adventur-
ous day. Thanks Phil for a great trip, it was fun. 



Page 21 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC 

 

WA road transport changes to come into place in April 
WA Country Hour By Tara de Landgrafft 
Updated 19 Mar 2015 8:05am  
Photo: Old rope to secure loads in Western Australia will no 

longer be allowed under changes to the Road traffic Act of 

Western Australia  
 

As of next month, Western Australian 
drivers will not be able to use regular rope 
to secure a load on the back of a vehicle 
or trailer.  
That includes when drivers are taking a load of rubbish to the tip or 
bringing a bale of hay home on the back of a ute.  
New road compliance and enforcement regulations will require drivers 
to use approved webbing, tie-downs or certified rope (rope which has 
been endorsed by Australian standards). [thanks Jenni for sending this in] 

INFORMATION 

LUNCH BOX GAS COOKERS BANNED 
EnergySafety and Consumer Protection have issued a joint public warning to 
consumers not to buy or use portable butane ‘lunchbox’ type cookers due to 
safety concerns.  

https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/announcements/public-warning-
portable-butane-lunchbox-cookers 
 

All 31 models of butane gas cookers have been withdrawn from sale as they 
do not meet Australian Standards.  Retailers in Western Australia should no 
longer be stocking or selling these products. 

Six of those models are regarded as unsafe 
due to a fault with the cookers’ shut-off 
valves, posing a risk that the devices may 
overheat and explode. 

The cookers should be disposed of in a safe 
manner, with the butane cylinders disposed of 
through an appropriate community waste or 
recycling centre.  
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