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2013 COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT:   David Peck  0402177886 
    president@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SECRETARY:   Tom Minto   9382-4678      
                                   secretary@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au  

TREASURER: John Cahill 9368-4513  

 treasurer@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

SOCIAL ORGANISER: Katie  Maskey 0408 937 924 
TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR: Travis Maskey 0422 815 737  

EDITOR: Joy Unno 0429473709 

 editor@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Ian Johnson 9448-5419 

 Jim Wilcox 0419040969  

 Adrian Longwood 9279-8993 

 Alex Tayler 0439929373 

 Joanne Norton   6468-2774  

   

MERCHANDISE: Tony Richards 9386-7705 

WEB MASTER: Rob Griffiths/ 0411249933  

    Jim Wilcox   0419040969  

 webmaster@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

4WD ASSOC DELEGATE: David Peck/ 0402177886  

 Tony Richards 9386-7705 

M’SHIP CO-ORDINATOR: TBA  

 membership@subaru4wdclubwa.asn.au 

PROPERTY OFFICER: Keith Wilcox/Simon Newton  

 

Club member of the year 2013:   Jim Wilcox 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Fred Offer, Keith Anderson, Jonel Householder, Ray Stewart, 

Ian Johnson, Peter Andruszkiw and Ron Caunce. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT December  2013 

Hi All, 

I would like to thank all the Committee members who have 
finished their term of office for their support over the last 
year, especially Phil who did a great job as Secretary whilst 
looking after a young family.  

 
This year we have some new faces to the Committee with a 
good representation of young people and women which 
should make it a good year and I would like to welcome Alex 
Tayler and Joanne Norton to the Committee.  

 
I would also like to welcome Katie as our new Social Coordi-
nator, and with husband Travis continuing to be our Trips Co-
ordinator; I know they have some great ideas in mind. We 
also welcome back Joy as Editor and Tom will be changing 
hats to Secretary. 
 
If you have any ideas for trips or socials please let one of us 
on the Committee know as we are always looking out for 
places to go. 
 
If you have any interesting items that you would like to share 
with your fellow club members please forward them to Joy for 
inclusion in the magazine. 
 
Daniel from DPaW spoke to some people about becoming 
campground hosts and more information can be found on 
their website at http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/get-involved/
volunteering-opportunities/100-campground-hosting  

 

Hope you all have a Very Merry Xmas and a Safe New Year. 

David 
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TRIP CO-ORDINATORS REPORT December   2013 

Hi All 

This year’s trips were fantastic. They went from one side of the 

country to the other, and took us to a few new places. Thanks to all 

the Trip Leaders, hopefully there will be a few new Leaders next 

year. If you have a place where you think that we may like to go, 

please let me know. Leading a trip is easy and rewarding. Anyone 

can do it. 

As this is the silly season, please take it easy on the roads. Drive to 

Arrive! 

I also want to wish every one of you a very Merry Christmas! 

See you all out there. 

Travis 
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TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

FISH AND CHIPS BY THE SEA 

 

SUNDAY 23RD FEBRUARY    5.30 ish 
 

What you eat is up to you. If you would prefer to bring a picnic in-
stead that is your call. 

 

The concept is to meet at City Beach, North of Clancy’s Fish Cafe, 
share the company of Club Members and generally relax with a 
meal plus a drink or two.   

There are a limited number of public access BBQ’s 

 

The sun sets at 6.59 pm 

 

You may wish to incorporate a swim beforehand. The beach has a 
surf patrol until 6pm on this date. 

 

There are a number of local options if you wish to purchase food:  
More details about this on the Club website 

 

Bring: folding chairs, drinks 

Optional: utensils, folding table, picnic etc. 

Contact: Tom on 9382 4678 



Page 8 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB NEWS 



Page 9 

SUBARU 4WD CLUB of W.A. INC 

Christmas 
Party 

 
Saturday 7 December 
 

Venue: Anne & Simon’s place. 

9 Bruning Road, Manning 

 

Parking on drive, verge or by the school at the end of the street 

 

We will continue the annual collection for the Royal Flying  

Doctors Service – so bring some gold coins. 

 

Time: From 5pm 

2 BBQs available and have plenty of room undercover should 
the weather not be as I ordered. 

 

Bring: BBQ meats, drinks & desserts. 

Limited seating so a chair would be handy. 

 

We will provide Salads & nibbles. 

 

PH 9450 5953 or register on the club website. 
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On this trip we will take a relaxed wander through Leeuwin-
Naturaliste National Park on the numerous 4WD tracks within the 
Park, including along part of the Cape (Leeuwin) to Cape 
(Naturaliste) Walking Track. PLEASE NOTE THERE IS A LIMIT 
OF 7 CARS ONLY!  trip highlights include: 

♦ bush camp at Point Road 

♦ possibly visit Hamelin Bay 

♦ travel from Yallingup to Cape Naturaliste, mostly along the 
Cape to Cape Walking Track 

♦ visit the coast including the mouth of Margaret River 

♦ vineyards and Margaret River Chocolate Factory 

Join the trip on the website or contact Trip Leader Tony R. 

LAZY LEEUWIN-NATURALISTE 25TH - 27TH  JANUARY 

SEABIRD SOIREE  DAY TRIP SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 

We will be embarking on a short but interesting beach cruise, start-

ing at Seabird and heading south to Moore River, where will we  

finish up. People can stay around in Moore River for an afternoon 

BBQ and swim. Bring the Kayak or Fishing Rod and stay later into 

the afternoon. Trip is suited for intermediate sand drivers but begin-

ners can be accommodated.  

Join the trip on the website or contact Trip Leaders Adrian or Travis. 

TRIP  PROMOTIONS/INFORMATION 

ANNUAL BEACH RUN SUNDAY 12TH JANUARY 2014 

Our annual beach run is on again second Sunday in January. Again it will be 
in the area between Tims Thicket and Myalup. We will decide closer to the 
day as to whether we go North or South. This is always an excellent day to 
experience a lot of beach driving. Suitable for everyone. If you have just 
joined the Club please come along. Weather permitting you will get a chance 
to have a swim at the lunch break.  

 

Contact Peter A – 0419 854 671 (M) or log into the website to join this trip.  
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TRIP & SOCIAL REPORTS 

 

TRIP REPORT DAY 1 STATE BARRIER FENCE SEPT 28TH 

 

We met at Gidgegannup at the bak-
ery. The group left at 8am- 3 cars in 
total, Travis & Katie, Keith Low and 
Keith Wilcox. We headed for 
Wyalkatchem to have Morning tea 
and discuss if we could make it to 
Mukinbudin for the AFL Grand Final. 
We texted Jim and Dave and let them 
know this is what we were thinking, as 
they were to meet us on the road.  

 

We arrived in Mukinbudin, enquired if there was anything on and were 
informed that the sports club was open to anyone. We headed off to the 
Sports Club and were welcomed with open arms and told that there are 
sausages for free if you want to cook them. We had messaged Jim and 
let him know this is where he could meet us. Through round 3, Jim and 
Dave came in and sat for a bit. They told us how the Australian Safari 
Rally went, and enquired where we were camping. Jim and Dave de-
cided not to wait till the end of the game as they wanted to get camp set 
up. 

 

After the AFL game (Freo lost) we all left for Bullfinch and the State Bar-
rier fence. On the road out we counted 7 Bobtails, 1 Goanna and 1 
Racehorse lizard all sunning themselves on the road.  

We got to camp, set up and sat around for drinks and more stories of 
the Rally. This was quite a peaceful place with the only noise being flies 
and crickets. 

 

Katie M 
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CLUB CALENDAR 

December 2013 

S M T W T F S Tue 3rd: Committee Meeting 

Sat 7th: Christmas Party 

Tue 10th:  General Meeting 

Mon-23rd: magazine articles 
deadline 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2014 

S M T W T F S Sun 12th: Beach Run 

Tue 14th: General Meeting 

Sat 25th-Mon 27th: Lazy Leeuwin
-Naturaliste: Point Road camp 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 77 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

February 2014011 

S M T W T F S Tue 4th: Committee Meeting 

Sun 9th: Seabird Soiree 

Tue 11th: General Meeting 

Sun 23rd: Fish and Chips at  the 
Beach (Social) 

 

      11 

2 3 4 5 6 7 88 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

School Holidays:    Dec 20-Feb 2, April 12-27, July 5-20 

Public holidays:      Dec 25-26, Jan 1, Jan 27, Mar 3, Apr 18 & 21 

Potential members are most welcome to come along on any Club 
activities before joining.  Please phone the Trip Leader for further 
information. 

Register with the trip leader if you are wanting to join a trip or social. 
Also contact the trip leader if you have to cancel, as we don’t want to 
wait for someone who does not turn up! 

Some trips are ideas only and may be subject to change.  Some of the 
later trips need trip leaders – volunteers please. 

April 2014 

S M T W T F S Tue 1st: Committee Meeting 

Tue 8th: General Meeting 

Fri 18th -Sun 27th: Western 
Wanders- Steep Point 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

March 20142011 

S M T W T F S Sat 1st-Mon 3rd: Molloy Island 

Tue 4th: Committee Meeting 

Tue 11th: General Meeting 
30 31     1 

22 3 4 5 6 7 88 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
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State Barrier Fence – Day 2 – Sunday 29 September   

We woke to a pleasant morning with a bit of a breeze, and enjoyed a 
relaxed breakfast.  This applied especially to me as I feasted on ba-
con and eggs supplied and cooked courtesy of Jim, who had a left-
overs from his and David’s Australasian Safari adventure immediately 
before they joined us for this trip.  

Just after 8am we headed south-east down the emu-proof fence, hav-
ing decided to start where the lovely new, clear portion of fence fin-
ished and work back toward camp along the older section.  The 12km 
or so trip along this older section gave us an indication of what was 
before us as there was a lot of scrub right on the fence and close by, 
some of quite a reasonable size.  We also passed the spot where 
Trav had become tractionally and progressionally challenged for a 
couple of hours during his recce trip, but it had dried up and was no 
issue for us this time.  

A couple of hundred metres 
south of where we planned to 
start working was a tank which 
was obviously installed to pro-
vide water supplies for the peo-
ple patrolling and maintaining 
the fence.  In fact, there were 
two tanks – an old square one 
and a newer, round corrugated 
iron one, each of about 1000-
1500 litres in size.  There was 
a roof over them for collecting water and Jim confirmed there was wa-
ter in the newer one which had a hand-operable tap (the old square 
one required a wrench to operate).  

It was time to get to work and we developed a plan of attack.  As I 
had the only chainsaw, I went in advance and attacked the bigger 
trees and shrubs and Travis, David and Keith W followed me with 
hand shears to clean up the smaller stuff.  Katie worked flat out help-
ing them to pull the cut material across the break into gaps in the 
scrub on the other side, and Jim followed behind spraying any re-
maining foliage and cut stumps with glyphosate (Roundup).  

This worked reasonably well, although a lot of the scrub was actually 
growing through the fence and I found it difficult to avoid hitting the 
fence with the chain meaning regular stops to resharpen and/or refit 
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the chain after it had come off 
the bar.  As a result, the others 
would get in front and leave the 
bigger stuff that the shears 
couldn’t handle to me.  

At a high point about 700m along 
from the start there were some 
lovely mauve wildflowers and 
views across to the hills north-
west of Koolyanobbing, which 

were only 10km or so away.  The wildflowers served as a reminder 
that the area was generally rather devoid of them, a surprise for this 
time of the year.  

We had a break for morning tea, by which time we had done just 
over a kilometre and had the fence looking very neat and much more 
like the newer parts.  Our strategy was modified after the break and 
we concentrated on the stuff actually growing in or right against the 
fence and left a bit of the scrub in the next metre or two between the 
fence and the used part of the adjacent track.  We figured this stuff 
could be attacked by a grader without endangering the integrity of 
the fence.  

It was difficult to keep the correct posture whilst getting implenets 
into the bush shrubs so my back was screaming “Stop!” by the time 
lunch came around.  In fact, I was quite satisfied by the 2.5km we 
had achieved by this time and thinking about some more leisurely 
pursuits in the afternoon.  It was also quite warm by this time, 
enough to make us rig up a tarp between vehicles for some shade as 
we ate lunch and yarned.  Part of the conversation extended to the 
harsh conditions on our access to the fence and the limits these 
placed on us little extra out of the experience.  Despite all these ex-
tremely good reasons to quit, our El Presidente showed himself to be 
a hard task-master indeed, and extolled us to do a bit more!  

To cut a long story (and a few more trees) short, we toiled away for 
another 90 minutes or so and had completed just over 3.5km of very 
effective fence clearing before there was general agreement to call 
time.  After a bit of a break, I drove back to the tank to get some ex-
tra water for the lovely shower I was already anticipating, and then 
rejoined the others.  

We then drove back north along the fence to camp where Trav and 
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Katie, as well as Keith headed out to the road and Jim and David and 
myself stayed on the fence en route to a rendezvous where both the 
road and fence traverse the narrow bit of high ground between two 
sections of Lake Deborah East.  There were a few more wildflowers on 
the lake margin, as well as plentiful signs of an off-road race that had 
come through here yesterday.  

We returned to camp where Trav and Katie erected their shower tent 
and they, myself and David all enjoyed a very pleasant wash – my long
-awaited shower didn’t eventuate as the pump on the shower had 
packed it in!  Dinner preparation and campfire time was enjoyed under 
a mostly starry sky, and we all retired to bed fairly early following a tir-
ing but fulfilling day.  Thanks Trav and Katie for the organisation of a 
very enjoyable trip.   

Keith L  

Day 3 State Barrier Fence Monday Sept 30th: Report 1 

The day dawned with dark clouds in the sky and Travis and Kate very 
quickly packed up their camper trailer and were out of camp before the 
impending rain arrived. Travis had been bogged in here before a cou-
ple of weeks earlier in a recce trip after a rain shower and he wasn’t 
going to let it happen again. Luckily for us the rain never came so we 
could have breakfast and pack up at a more leisurely rate. 

We followed to same route home as coming and stopped at 
Wyalkatchem for morning tea. Passing thru Dowerin were intrigued by 
the town greeting of Rusty the tin dog. Googling it, cause you can 
while in the bush, we found out it was an idea from the District High 
school inspired by the local Tin Dog creek. There on the outskirts of 
town is a large tin dog. 

Continued on to Toodyay for lunch and the joint was jumping being a 
holiday Monday. The local bakery had run out of pies but said there 
was a new batch coming out of the oven in 10 minutes so we went for 
a walk down to the park and admired the miniature steam engines that 
were operating and giving people rides in the park. By the time we got 
back lunch was available and eaten and we continued on our way 
back home. 

A pity there weren’t more people to have a larger impact on the vege-
tation along the fence, but we did as much as we could manage in the 
time. Thanks to Travis for his recce and showing us where he man-
aged to get bogged. The ruts will be there for quite a while. 

Jim W 
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Cape York Trip Report 

Tuesday 6 August 

We were away from our camp at Mango Lagoon at 8.30.  Our first stop 
was going to be Rokeby.  This is where we were originally going to camp 
within the National Park.  However, when I rang from Coen to book a 
site, Rokeby was not one of the available options.  When we attempted 
to go there, we understood why.  We were greeted by a sign stating that 
there was no “unauthorised entry” to Rokeby.  So we had to backtrack a 
couple of kilometres and then we continued on our way to Weipa.  Some 
of the fires we saw on the way in were still smouldering! 

 

Just before getting on to the Peninsula Development Road (PDR), we 
stopped at an information bay for a quick look.  And then on to the PDR 
heading for Weipa. The road was fairly reasonable.  We were able to 
average about 80 kmh.  We arrived at Archer River Roadhouse at about 
10.20, for a late morning tea.  We had coffee and cakes which were 
quite good.  We were there 20-25 min, taking the time to have a good 
look around. 
 

We left Archer River just before 11.00.  Our first stop was at the river it-
self, just a stone’s throw away from the roadhouse.  The river was flow-
ing and the water looked quite clean.  We then continued on and very 
soon after we encountered quite bad corrugations.  A short distance fur-
ther on, the Shire was actually grading the road.  By then we could eas-
ily understand why!  The graded section was great, but unfortunately it 
was not a particularly long stretch.  

 

From there the road got a little bit better and we were able to maintain 
speed without much banging about.  We continued for about an hour out 
of Archer River and got to the intersection of the PDR with Telegraph 
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Road.  The PDR continued on to Weipa and you took Telegraph Road 
if you wanted to go straight to Bamaga.  There was a rest area at the 
corner, complete with toilet.  And as the roads were bituminised at that 
point and there was no dust, we decided to stop for a bit of lunch. 

 

While stopped, I took the opportunity to let my tyres down.  From pretty 
close to 40, I let them down to 34 all round, hoping to give my suspen-
sion (and Jeanette and I!) an easier time on the corrugations.  After 
lunch, we continued on our way to Weipa, non-stop.  Thankfully, the 
ride was now much better, partly because I had let the tyres down and 
partly because the corrugations themselves weren’t as bad.  There 
were further road works as we got closer to Weipa.  Probably prepara-
tory works for bituminisation.  

 

We arrived at Weipa around 3.00.  Just outside town, we stopped for a 
red light at a haulpak road and saw some haulpaks go by.  Shortly after 
that, we saw a lot of smoke and a lot of kites (birds); probably about 

30-40 of them.  There was a controlled burn on the side of the road, 
which was forcing a lot of small insects, animals, geckos and whatever 
on to the road or up into the air to es-
cape the flames, and they were being 
picked off by the kites.  Subsequently, 
we stopped again to have a look at a 
ship loading bay for bauxite. 

 

Once at the camp ground, we checked 
in and also booked (and paid for) a 
mine tour at 11.00.  The camp ground 
was reasonably full, but we got some 
unpowered sites, which were grassed, 
without any trouble.  Unfortunately however, they were in the open sun 
without any shade.  After setting up, we went for a swim in the pool 
which was very pleasant thank you very much, as it was quite hot in 
Weipa.  After the swim, we had some time to ourselves.  Later, we had 
showers and all headed off to the local Golf Club for dinner.  Good 
value. 
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We were back at camp around 8.30.  We sat 
around chatting for a bit and then headed off to 
bed, after 9.00pm.  Tomorrow we are doing the 
mine tour.  Looking forward to it. 
 

Wednesday 7 August 

It was a leisurely start to the day, as the mine 
tour we had booked did not leave until 11.00.  
Departure (from camp reception) was on time 

and away we went, not returning until just after 1.30.  The bus driver 
knew his stuff, having worked at the mines for a period of time.  He 
was a mine of information, a lot of which he passed on during our time 
on the bus.  Bear in mind we are only talking about the open cut/
surface mining of bauxite. 

 

The tour was very good and we had unrestricted access to the func-
tioning parts of the mine.  We saw a lot of very expensive machinery 
working and on the move, including bauxite actually being mined and 
loaded onto haulpaks.  The 
mine works 24/7 and, as you 
would expect, all machinery is 
subject to regular servicing.  
The machinery operators do 12 
hour shifts, with a 15 minute 
break every 2 hours, at which 
point they swap machines – 
they could be in either a front 
end loader or a truck. 

 

After we arrived back at the caravan park (at the end of the tour), we 
had the rest of the afternoon “at leisure”.  
Some of us read and others took in the views 
from chairs on the beachfront.  It was all very 
relaxing.  For dinner, we decided to go to the 
local hotel and take in the sunset from their 
back veranda.  What else would you want to 
do? 
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Thursday 8 August 

Up around 6.30, which was usual for me.  We were packed up and 
away at about 8.30, also now our usual departure time.  First up, we 
went to the Ranger’s office in Napranum (a nearby aboriginal commu-
nity) and got permits for Pennefather River, as it is on aboriginal land.  
They call a lot of the aboriginal land around Weipa “DOGIT” land.  
DOGIT stands for “Deed of Grant In Trust”, which means that, whilst 

the land is effectively aboriginal land, it is held in trust for them and they 
can’t sell it. Thankfully, when we arrived at the Ranger’s office, there 
was someone there.  We paid for the required permits and, after fuel-
ling up at the Shell service station in nearby Point Evans (the light in-
dustrial zone) and another stop at the tackle shop to purchase a hand 
fishing line and some bait, we headed north out of town. 

 

At the south side of Mission Creek, we saw a crocodile on a sand flat – 
the first one we had actually seen, despite all the warning signs!  From 
there the road was pretty reasonable and we made good time.  We 
stopped for morning tea at the side of the road.  Further on, we looked 
for and found the wreckage of a B17, some distance off to the left side 
of the road to Pennefather River.  There was a track in, although it was 
not easy to find.  When we got to what we thought was a car park area, 
we set off on foot to find the wreckage, following a compass bearing, as 
we had a way point and GPS co-ordinates for the wreck.  I also had my 
handheld GPS. 

 

However, what I failed to realise at the time was that my handheld GPS 
was set for degrees, minutes and percentage points of a minute, while 
Dave had given me the location (from the guidebook) in degrees min-
utes and seconds!  Big difference unfortunately!  So I had headed off 
(on my own) essentially in the wrong direction and went much further 
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than I really needed to.  And, I then had 
to find my way back to the rest of the 
group who had succeeded in finding the 
wreck by simply following a compass 
bearing! 

 

At the wreck site, there is a lot of debris 
scattered around – wheels, wings and 
bits of the fuselage – you name it and it 

was there.  It was quite an interesting site.  After a good look, we 
headed back to the car park, or so-called car park, where the cars were 
and had lunch.  On the way back, we actually found and followed a 
track from the wreck site that lead to the “car park”.  We had somehow 
missed seeing this track at the point where we stopped!  Still, the walk-
ing was good exercise.  We got there at about 11.00, and we got back 
about 1.30.  So, we were out there 2+ 
hours, so it was a fair old walk.  We 
should all sleep well!  Incidentally, local 
aboriginals had helped the plane crew to 
safety.  Apparently, they all survived. 

 

After that, we continued on to Penne-
father River, first west towards the coast 
and then north.  It took us a little while to 
find the main track.  According to the guidebook, there were two tracks 
to choose from – one along the beach and the other behind the beach 
dunes.  We took the track behind the dunes.  It weaved about a bit, as 
sand tracks of this nature are want to do, and there were various other 
tracks off to old dwellings and what have you.  Greg got stuck at one 

point and we eventually got him out, 
thanks to the MaxTrax I brought with 
me – very useful. 

 

We continued on and arrived at Pen-
nefather River about an hour later.  
Unfortunately however, before we got 
to the actual campsite, Greg had 
stopped and got bogged again.  And 
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to cut a long story short, he managed to burn out his clutch during the 
extraction and then had to be towed the short distance to the campsite.  
Thankfully, Dave had brought his tow neck so was also able to sepa-
rately tow the campervan through to the campsite. 

 

The campsite was right on the river and shaded by trees.  Very pleas-
ant.  We managed to see one croc poking his head out of the water at 
the shore.  The sunset was also quite good.  And you had a good view 
of the wide river mouth opening out to the ocean.  Dinner was ably 
cooked by Keith and Dave – chicken curry with rice and vegetables.  
Very tasty, thank you very much. 

 

While dinner was being cooked, Greg had disappeared to see if he 
could make arrangements to have his vehicle transported back to 
Weipa.  There were some other people at the camping ground (with an 
old Landcruiser) and he had gone and organised with them to tow his 
car out in the morning back to the main road.  He had then also organ-
ised for the RACQ to collect him from there.  He had also spoken to his 
wife Lesley to let her know what was happening.  All of these calls were 
made on a “courtesy” satellite phone outside the ranger’s residence.  
What a great idea!  It was quite an eventful day. 

 
 

 

Tony R 

(to be continued...... Days 9 & 10 in January magazine) 
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